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YO LT and I, my good friend, have often deliberated on the di£» 
ficulty of writing fuch a dedication as might gratify the felf- 
complacency of a patron, without expofing the author to the ridicule 
or cenfure of the public; and I think we generally agreed that the 
talk was altogether impracticable. Indeed, this was one of the few 
fubjetts on which we have always thought in the fame manner: for, 
notwithftanding that deference and regard which we mutually pay to 
each other, certain it is, we have often differed, according to the pre- 
dominancy of thofe different paffions which frequently warp the opi- 
nion and perplex the underftanding of the moll judicious. 

In dedication, as in poetry, there is no medium : for, if any one of 
the human virtues be omitted in the enumeration of the patron's good 
qualities, the whole addrefs is conftrued into an affront, and the writer 
has the mortification to find his praife proflituted to very little purpofe. 

On the other hand, fhould he yield to the tranfports of gratitude or 
affettion, which is always apt to exaggerate, and produce no more 
than the genuine effufions of his heart, the world will make no allow- 
ance for the warmth of his paffson, but afcribe the praife he beflows to 
interefted views and fordid adulation. 

Sometimes, too, dazzled by the tinfel of a character which he has 
no opportunity to investigate, he pours forth the homage of his admi- 
ration upon fome falfe Maecenas, whofc future conduct gives the lye 
to his eulogium, and involves him in fhame and confufion of face. 
Such was the fate of a late ingenious author *, who was fo often put 
to the bluih for the undeferved incenfe he had offered, in the heat of 
an enthufiaftick diipofition, milled by popular applaufe, that he had 
refolved to retraftin his 1 ail will, all the encomiums which he had thus 
prematurely bellowed, and Stigmatize the unworthy by name : a lauda- 
ble fcheme of poetical juftice, the execution of which was fatally pre- 
vented by untimely death. 

Whatever may have been the fate of other dedicators, I, for my 
own part, fit down to write this addrefs, without any apprehenfion of 
difgrace or difappointment ; becaufe I know you are too well convinced 
of my affection and fincerity, to repine at what I fhall fav touching 
your character and conduct : and you will do me the jullice to believe, 
that this pi:blick diltin&ion is a teitimony of my particular friendfhip 
and efteem. 

■ The author of the ScAfcnf, 
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that I am either infcnfible of your infirmities, or difpofed to 
conceal them from the notice of mankind. There are certain foibler 
i i.h can only be cured by lhame and mortification ; and whether or 
net \ < .in s !>e of that (pedes, I ihall have the comfort to think my bell 
ertde'avbu'rs were ufed for your reformation. 

Know, then, 1 can defpife your pride, while I honour your integrity ; 
and applaud your tafte, while I am iliocked at your orientation. I 
have known you trifling, fuperiicial, and cbltinate in difpute; meanly 
jealous, and aukwardiy referved ; rafh and haughty in your refent- 
ments; and coarfe and lowly in your connections. I have blufhed at 
the weaknefs of your convcrfation, and trembled at the errors of your 
conduct. Yet, as I own you po fiefs certain good qualities, which 
over- balance thefe defects, and dillinguilh you on this occafion as a 
perfon for whom 1 have the moil: perfect attachment and eiteem, you 
have no caufe to complain of the indelicacy with which your faults are 
reprehended'; and as they are chiefly the exceifes of a fanguine difpofl- 
tion and loofenefs of thought, impatient of caution or controul, you 
may, thus ltimulated, watch over your own intemperance and infirmitv, 
with redoubled vigilance and confederation, and for the future profit 
by the feverity of my reproof. 

Thefe, however, are not the only motives that induce me to trouble 
you with this publick application. I muft not only perform my duty 
to my friends, but aifo difcharge the debt I owe to my own interefl. 
We live in a cenforious age ; and an author cannot take too much pre- 
caution to anticipate the prejudice, mifapprehenlion, and temerity, cf 
malice, ignorance, and prefumption. 

I therefore think it incumbent upon me to give fome previous inti- 
mation ot the plan which I have executed in the fubfequent performance, 
that I may not be condemned upon partial evidence; and to whom 
can I with more propriety appeal in my explanation, than to you, 
who are lb well acquainted with all the fentiments and emotions of my 
breait ? 

A novel is a large ditfufed picture, comprehending the characters of 
life, difpofed in different grcupes, and exhibited in various attitudes, 
for the purpofes of an uniform plan, and general occurrence, to which 
every individual figure is fubfervient. But this plan cannot be executed 
with propriety, probability, or fuccefs, without a principal perfonage 
to attract the attention, unite the incidents, unwind the clue of the la- 
byrinth, and at lait clofe the fcene by virtue of his own importance. 

A 1 moll all the heroes of this kind, who have hitherto lucceeded on 
the Englifh flage, are characters of tranfeendent worth, conducted 
through the vicifiitudes of fortune, to that goal of happinefs, which 
ever ought to be the repofe of extraordinary defert. Yet the fame 
principle by which we rejoice at the remuneration of merit, will 
teach us to reliih the difgrace and difcomfitureof vice, which is always 
an example of extenfive uie and influence, becaufe it leaves a deep im- 
prefiion ot terror upon the minds of thoie who were not confirmed in the 
purfait of morality and virtue, and while the balance wavers, enables 
the right fcale to preponderate. 

In fie drama, which is a more limited field of invention, the chief 
perfonage is often the object of our deteftation and abhorrence; and we 
are as well pleafed to fee the wicked fchemes of a Richard blalled, and 
the perfidy of a Mafkwell expofcd, as to behold a Bevil happy, and an 
Edward victorious. 

The 
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The impulfcs of fear, which is the mod violent and interefling of all 
the paihons, remain longer than any other upon the memory ; and 
for one that is alluied to Virtue by the contemplation of that peace and 
happinefs which it bellows, an hundred are deterred from the practice 
of vice, by that infamy and punilhmcntto which it is liable, from the 
laws and regulations of mankind. 

Let me not, therefore, be condemned for having chofen my princi- 
pal character from the purlieus of treachery and fraud, when I declare 
my purpofe is to fet him up as a beacon for the benciit of the unexpe- 
rienced and unwary, who from the perufal of thefe Memoirs, may learn 
to avoid the manifold fnares with which they are continually furrounded 
in the paths of life ; while thofe who hefitate on the briv.k of iniquity, 
may be terrified from plunging into that irremeable gulph, by furvey- 
ing the deplorable fate of Ferdinand Count Fathom. 

That the mind might not be fatigued, nor the imagination difgufled 
by a fuccefiion of vicious objects, I have endeavoured to refrelh the at- 
tention with occafional incidents of a different nature; and raifed up a 
virtuous character, in oppofition to the adventurer, with a view to a- 
mufe the fancy, engage the affection, and form a linking contrail, 
which might heighten the expreffion, and give a relief to the moral of 
the whole. 

If I have not fucceeded in my endeavours to infold the myfleries of 
fraud, to inilrucl: the ignorant, and entertain the vacant; if I have 
failed in my attempts to fubjecl fyily to ridicule, and vice to indigna- 
tion; to rouze the fpirit of mirth, wake the foul of companion, and 
touch the fecret fprings that move the heart: I have at leall adorned 
virtue with honour and applaufe ; branded iniquity with reproach and 
lhame, and carefully avoided every hint or expiefllon which could ; 
umbrage to the molt delicate reader ; circumitances which (whatever 
may be my fate with the public) will with you always operate |n :..- 
vour of, 



Dear Sir, 



Your very afieclxonate 



Friend and fervaat. 



T. SMOLLETT. 
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CHAP. I. 

SOME SAGE OBSERVATIONS THAT 
NATURALLY INTRODUCE OUR, 
IMPORTANT HISTORY. 

y*\ft/*\ ARDINAL De Retz 
\ y very judicioufly obferves, 

3* C <f that all hiftorians muft of 
X ^j neceffity be fubject to mif- 

K^T^^i takes, in explaining the 
motives of thofe actions 
they record, unlefs they derive their 
intelligence from the candid conftffion 
of the perfon whole character they re- 
prefent 5 and that, of confequence, eve- 
ry man of importance ought to write 
his own memoirs, provided he has ho- 
.neity enough to tell the truth, without 
fuppremng any circumftance that may 
tend to the information of the reader. 
This, however, is arequifite that, I am 
afraid, would be very rarely found 
amonsr the number of thofe who ex- 
hibit their own portraits to the publick : 
indeed, I will venture to fay, that how 
upright foever a man's intentions may 
be, he will, in the performance of fucn 
a taflc, be fometimes milled by his own 
phantafy, and represent objecls as they 
appeared to him through the milts of 
prejudice and pafilon. 

An unconcerned reader, when he 
perufes the hiltory of two competitors, 
who lived two thoufand years ago, or 
who, perhaps, never had txiltence, ex- 
cept in the imagination of the author, 

y annot help interefting faimfelf in the 



difpute, and efpoufing one fide of the 
conteit, with all the zeal of a warm ad- 
herent. What wonder, then, tint we 
fhould be heated in our own concerns, 
review our aftions with the fame felf- 
approbation that they had formerly ac- 
quired, and recommend them to the 
world with all the enthufiafm of pater- 
nal affeftion ? 

Suppofing this to be the cafe, it was 
lucky for the caufe of hltorical truth, 
that fo many pens have been drawn by 
writers, who could not be lulpecled of 
fuch partiality j and that many great 
perfonages, among the ancients as well 
as moderns, either would not, or could 
not, entertain the public with their own 
memoirs. Frcm this want of inclina- 
tion or capacity to write, in our hero 
himillf, the undertaking is now left to 
me, of tranlmitting to porteiity the 
remarkable adventures of Ferdinand 
Count Fathom ; and by that time the 
reader mall have glanced over the fub- 
fequent flieets, I doubt not, but he will 
blel's God, that the adventurer was not 
his own hiltorian. 

This inirrour of modern chivalry was 
none of thofe who owe their dignity to 
the circumltances of their birth, and 
are confecrated from the cradle for the 
purpofes of great nefs, merely becaufe 
they are the accidental children of 
wealth. He was heir to no vilible pa- 
trimony, unlefs we reckon arobult con- 
ftitution, a tolerable appearance, and 
an uncommon capacity, as the advan- 
tage! of inheritance. If the con 

ruoa 



FERDINAND COUNT FATHOM. 



tifos obtains in this point of confulera- 
tlo.i, he was as much as any man in- 
debted to hi? parents j and pity it • 
that in the fequel of his fortune, lie 
never had an opportunity of manifesting 
his filial gratitude an I regard. From 
this le ad of duty to his fire, 

and alt thole fcenderneiTes that arc reci- 
procally enjoyed betwixt the fatlv r and 
the (on, he was unhappily excluded by 
& fmaJlcircumftancej at .- ■'■■: how- 
ever, he whs never heard to r< pine. In 
ihort, had he been brought forth in the 
fabulous ages of the world, the nature 
of h ; s origin might have turned to his 
account ; he might, like other heroes 
of antiquity, have laid claim to divine 
extraction, without running the riik 
of being claimed by any earthly father ; 
not that his parents had any reafon to 
ctifown or renounce their offspring, or 
that there was any thing preternatural 
iu the circumitances of his generation 
and birth j on the contrary, he was 
from the beginning a child of promifing 
part>, and in due courfe ot nature, 
■jj. hired into the v.orld amid ft a whole 
cloud of witnellls: but, that he was 
r.ckr.ow!e.:g :d by no mortal fire, foleiy 
proceeded from the uncertainty of his 
mother, whofe affections were lb dif- 
i number ot admjrgrs, 
could never pitch upon the per •■ 
foil from whofe loins our hero fprung. 

Over and above this impo; tant doubt, 
under which he was begotten, other 
pai'ticiuailties attended his birth, and 
feerned to mark, him out as fomething 
uncommon among the fons of men. 
He was brought forth in a vyaggon, and 
faid to be literally a native of 
two different countries ; for; though 
he firft law the light in Hollawdj he was 
svot born till after the carriage arrived 
ins Flanders ; fo that all thei'c extraor- 
dinary circumftances cpnfidertd, the 
taik of determining to what govern- 
ment he naturally owed allegiance, 
•wotvld be st leaft as difficult, as that of 
aiccit-r.iing the lb much cpnttitcd birth- 
place of Homer. 

Certain it is, the count's mother was 
a,i Englishwoman, who, after having 
been five times a widow in one ta:n- 
p,-,ign, was. in the Jaft year oi the re- 
nowned Marll.orough'scommand. nura - 
bcred among the baggage ot the allied 
army, which fiie (till accompanied, 
tbiuugh pure benevolence of fpirit, fup- 
: ing '-he ranks with the rcfreihing 
fiearas. of choice gene\'3 ; and accom- 



modating individuals with clean linen, 
as the emergency of their occafions re- 
quired. Nor was her philanthropy al- 
together confined to fuch miniftration; 
(ho abounded with ' the milk of human 
« kindnefs,' which flowed plentifully 
alnong her fel low- creatures ; and to 
every fon of Mars who cultivated her 
favour, (heliberally difpenied her fmiles, 
in order to fweeten the toils and dangers 
of the field. 

And here it will r.ot be amifs to an- 
ticipate the remarks of the reader, who, 
in the chaltity and excellency of his con- 
ception, may poffibly exclaim, ' Good 
' Heaven ! will thefe authors never re- 
' form their imaginations, and lift their 
* ideas from the obfeene objects of low 
' life? Mult the publick be again dif- 
' gufted with the grovelling adventures 
4 of a waggon ? Will no writer of ge- 
' nius draw his pen in the vindication 
' of ta.te, and entertain us with the 
' agreeable characters, the dignified con - 
' verfation, the poignant repartee, in 
' (liort, the genteel comedy of the po- 
« lite world V 

Have a little patience, gentle, deli- 
cate, i'ublime critic ; you, I doubt not, 
are one of thofe co nib mm ate conr.oif- 
feurs, who, in their purifications, let 
ur evaporate while they endea- 
. vour to prelerve decorum, and poliflr 
wit, until the edge of it is quite wore 
off: or, perhaps of that clafs, who, in 
: ce oi idle, are difgulted with 
thole very flavours, in the productions 
of their own country, which have yield- 
ed infinite delegation to their faculties, 
when imported from another clime $ and 
damn an author in defpite of all prece- 
dent and prefcription. Who extol the 
writings of Pctronius Arbiter, read with 
rapture the amorous (allies of Ovid's 
pen. and chuckle over the ltoiy of Lu- 
cian's Afs ; yet, it a modern author 
prefumes to relate the progrefs of a fnn- 
ple intrigue, are (hocked at the inde- 
cency and immorality ofthelcene; who. 
delight in following Guzman D'Aifa- 
rache, through all the mazes of lqualki 
beggaryj who with pleaibre accompany 
Don Quixote and his fquire, in thu 
loweft paths of fortune j who are di- 
..! with the adventures of Scarron's 
ragged troop of ftrollers, and highly 
entertained with the fervile fituations of 
Gil Bias j yet, when a character in hum- 
ble life occaiionally occurs in a per- 
formance of our own growth, expJairn, 
: .in air of difguff, ' Was ever any 

* tl 
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* thing fo mean ! Sure-, this writer mult meat, ami fpeedily conduct o\ir adven- 



' have been very converfant with the 
« lowelt Icenes of life :' who, when 
Swift or Pope reprefents a coxcomb in 
theacl of Swearing, Scruple not to laugh 
at the ridiculous execrations ; but in a 
It Is reputed author, condemn the ule ot 
fuch profane expletives ; who eagerly 
explore the jakes of Rabelais, for amufe- 
ment, and even extract humour from 
the Dean's description of a lady's dretV- 



hirer through the ftag* of infancy, which 
•m teems with interesting incidents. 

As the occupations of his mother 
would not conveniently permit her to 
ruckle this her fir it horn at her own 
brealt, and thole happy ages were now 
no more, in which the charge of nurf- 
ing a child might be left to the next 
goat or Ihe-wolf, flic refolved to im- 
prove upon the ordinances of nature, 



ing-room ; yet, in a production of thele and totter him with a juice much more 
days, unstamped with fuch venerable energick than the milk of goat, wolf", 



names, will Itop their notes with all the 
figns of loathing and abhorrence, at a 
bare mention of the China chamber- not: 
who applaud Catullus, Juvenal, Pcr- 
fius, and Lucan, for their Ipifit in lafh- 
ing the gieatelt names of antiquity; 
yet, when a Britifh Satirist, of this ge- 



or woman ; this was no other than that 
delicious nectar, which', as we have al- 
ready hinted, the lb cordially distributed 
from a fin ill cafk that hung before her, 
depending from her moulders by a lea- 
thern zone. Thus determined, ere he 
was yet twelve days old, She encloled 
neration, has courage enough to call in him in a canvas knapfack, which being 
quefttun the talents of a pfeudo-patron, adjulted to her neck, fell down upon 
in power, accufe him of infolence, ran- her back, and balanced the cargo that 
cour, and i'currility. retted on her bofom. 

If fuch vou be, courteous reader, I There are not wanting thofe who af- 
fay again, have a little patience ; for firm, that while her double charge was 
your entertainment we are about to carried about in this iituation, her ca 



write. Our hero (hall, with all con- 
venient diipatch, be gradually Sublimed 
into thofe Splendid connexions of which 
you are enamoured ; and God torbid, 
that in the mean time, the nature of his 
extraction fliould turn to his prejudice, 
in a land of freedom like this, where 
individuals are every day ennobled in 
confluence of their own qualifications, 
without the lealt retroSpective regard to 
the rank or merit of their anceftors! 
Yes, refined reader, we are haflening 



was furniflied with a long and flender 
flexible tube, which, when the child 
began to be clamorous, lhe conveyed 
into his mouth, and Straight he ltilled 
bimfelfwith fucking. But this we con- 
fiderasaYi extravagant affertion of thofe 
who mix the marvellous in all their nar- 
rations, becaufe we cannot conceive how 
the tender organs of an infant could di- 
gelt luch a fiery beverage, which never 
tails to difcompole the constitutions of 
the molt hardy and robult. We there- 



to that goal of perfection, where fatire fore conclude, that the ufe of this pota 



dares not Shew her face ; where nature 
is cattigated, almolt even to ftill life; 
where humour turns changeling, and 
Havers in an infipid grin ; where wit is 
volatilized intoa mere vapour; where de- 
cency, divested of all fub Stance, hovers 
about like a fantaltick Shadow ; where 
the fait of genius, efcaping, leaves no- 
thing but pure and fimple phlegm ; and 
the inoffenfive pen for ever drops the 
mild manna of foul -fwee ten ing praile. 

CHAP. II. 

A SUPERFICIAL VIEW OF OUR HE- 
RO'S INFANCY. 

HAV I N G thus befpoken the indul - 
guice of our guelts, let us now 
produce the particulars of eurenteit. na- 



tion was more rellrained, and that it 
was, with fimple element, diluted mho a 
compoluion adapted to his tafte and 
years. Be this as it will, he certainly 
was indulged in the ufe of it to fuch a 
degree, as would have effectually ob- 
ttiucted his future fortune, had not he 
been happily cloyed with the repetition 
of the lame fare, tor which he conceived 
the utmolt deteltation and abhorrence* 
rejecting it with loathing and dil'gult : 
like thole choice (pints, who, having 
been crammed with religion in their 
childhood, renounce it in their youth, 
among other abfurd prejudices of edu- 

M. 

While he thus dangled in a State of 
fufpenfion, a German trooper was trsn- 
ficniiy linit with the charms of h.s 
BlOther} who littered 10 his honourable 

add- 
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addieffes, and once more received the 
iilken bonds of matrimony ; the cere- 
mony having been performed, as ufual, 
at the drum head. The lady had no 
lboncr taken polldiion of her new name* 
than (he bellowed it upon her lou, who 
was thenceforward diftinguifhed by the 
appellation of Ferdinand De Fadom : 
nor was the huibmd offended at this 
prefumption in his wife, which he not 
only confidered as a proof of: her affec- 
tion and efteem, but alio as a compli- 
ment, by which he might in time ac- 
quire the credit of being the real father 
of fuch an hopeful child. 

Notwithstanding this new engage- 
ment with a foreigner, our hero's mo- 
ther (till exercifed the virtues of her call- 
ing among the Englifh troops ; lb much 
-.vas fhe biafled by that laudable par- 
tiality, which, as Horace oblerves, the 
nfUale filum generally infpircs; indeed 
this inclination was enforced by another 
reafon, that did not fail to influence her 
conduct in this particular i ali her know- 
of the High Dutch language con- 
fiited in ibme words of trafRck, abso- 
lutely neceffary for the practice of her 
vocation j together with fundry oaths 
and terms of reproach, that kept her 
cuftomers in awe ; lb that, except among 
her own countrymen, fhe couid not in- 
dulge that propensity to converfation, for. 
which fhe had been remarkable from her 
ear lie ft years. Nor did this inftance of 
her affection fail of turning to he: ac- 
count in the fcquel. She was promoted 
to the office of cook to a regimental mei's 
of officers ; anil before the peace oi 
Utrecht, was actually in polfefliun of a 
futtiing-tent, pitched for the accommo- 
dation of the gentlemen in the army. 

Meanwhile, Ferdinand improved a- 
pace in the accomplishments of infancy; 
his beauty was coufpicuous, and his 
vigour lb uncommon, that he was with 
juftice likened unto Hercules in the cra- 
dle. The friends of his father-in-law 
dandled him on their knees, while he 
played with their whitkers ; and before 
he was thirteen months old, taught him 
to fuck brandy impregnated with gut)- 
powder, through the touch hole of a 
piliol. At the fame time, he was ca- 
i by divers lerjeants of the Britiih 
army, who feverally and in fecret con- 
templated his qualifications wit!) a fa- 
ther's pride, excited by the artful de- 
claration with which the mother had 
flattered each apart, „ 



Soon as the war was (for her unhap* 
pily) concluded, fhe, as in duty bound, 
followed her hufband into Bohemia j 
and his regiment being fent into garri- 
fon at Prague, lhe opened a cabaret in 
that city, which was frequented by a 
good many guefts of the Scotch and 
lrifli nations, who were devoted to the 
exercife of arms in the fervice of the 
Emperor. It was by this communica- 
tion that the Englifh tongue became 
vernacular to young Ferdinand ; who, 
without fuch opportunity, would have 
been a ftranger to the language of his 
forefathers, in fpite of all his mother's 
loquacity and elocution : though it mufi 
be owned, for the credit of her mater- 
nal care, that flie let flip no occafion of 
making it familiar to his ear and con- 
ception ; for, even at thofe intervals in 
which fhe could find no perfon to carry 
on the altercation, Are ufed to hold forth 
in earner! foliloquies upon the fubject 
of her own fituation, giving vent to 
many opprobrious invectives againft her 
hufband 's country, between which and 
old England fhe drew many odious com- 
panions ; and prayed without ceafing 
that Europe might fpeedily be involved 
in a general war, fo as that fhe might 
have fome chance of re-enjoying the 
pleafures and emoluments of a Flanders 
campaign. 



CHAP. III. 

HE IS INITIATED IN A MILITARY 
LIFE, AND HAS THE GOOD FOR- 
TUNE TO ACQUIRE A GENEROUS 
PATRON. 

WHILE fhe wearied Heaven 
with thefe petitions, the flame 
of war broke out between the houles of 
Ottoman and Auftria, and the emperor 
fent forth an army into Hungary, un- 
der the aufpices of the renowned Prince 
Eugene. On account of this expedi- 
tion, the mother of our hero gave up 
houfe-keeping, and chearfully follow- 
ed her cuftomers and hufband into the 
field ; having firft provided herfelf with 
ftore of thofe commodities, in which 
lhe had formerly merchandized. Al- 
though the hope of profit might in fome 
meafure affect her determination, one 
of the chief motives for her vifiting the 
frontiers of Turky, was the defire of 
initiating her fon in the rudiments of 
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hi* education, which lie now thought 
high time to inculcate, he being, at this 
period, in the lixth year of his age; lie 
was accordingly conducted to the camp, 
which (he Considered as the molt con- 
summate lchool of life, and propofed 
for the Scene of his iuitmclionj and in 
this academy he had not continued 
many weeks, when he was an eyc-wit- 
nej's of that famous victory, which, 
with lixtv thouland men, the Imperial 
general obtained over an army of one 
hundred and fifty thoufand Turks. 

His father- inlaw was engaged, and 
his mother would not be idle on this 
occaSion. She was a perfect miltreSs or 
all the camp qualifications, and thought 
it a duty incumbent on her, to contri- 
bute all tha! lay in bev power, towards 
difrreffing the enemy : with thefe Senti- 
ments (he hovered about the lkirts of 
the army, and the troops were no (bon- 
er employed in the purSuit, than (lie 
began to traverfe the field of battle 
with a poignard and a bag, in order to 
conSult her own interelt, annoy the 
foe, and exercife her humanity at the 
fime time. In (licit, Hie had, with 
amazing pivwels, delivered fome fifty 
or threescore dii'abled Mufiulmen of the 
pain under which they groaned, and 
made a comfortable boot) gf the Spoils 
of' the (lain, when her eves were at- 
tracted by the rich attire of an Imperial 
officer, who lay bleeding on the plain, 
to all appearance in the agonies of 
death. 

She could not, in her heart, refufe that 
favour to a friend and christian, (lie had 
So compalfionately beftowed upon lb ma- 
ny enemies and infidels, and therefore 
drew near with the lbvereign remedy, 
which (he had already adminiftered with 
Such SucccSs. As (lie approached this 
deplorable object «f pity, her ears were 
iurpiized with an ejaculation in the 
Englifh tongue, which he luvenily pro- 
nounced, though with a weak anu lan- 
guid voice, recommending his Soul to 
God, and his family to the protection 
ejf Heaven. Our Amazon's purpolc v>as 
daggered by this providential incident; 
the lonnd of her native language, lb 
unexpectedly heard, and So pathetically 
delivered, had a fufpriting t fleet upon 
her imagination j and the faculty oi ie- 
fleil ion did not forfake her in Inch 
*it:« igency •. though (he could not re- 
collect the feature* of this Hnhappy 
ott-.er, (lie concluded, frort hii aoj e«- 



ancc, that he was fome perfon of di- 
stinction in the Service, and forefaw 
greater advantage to herfclf in attempt- 
ing to prefcrve his life, than (he could 
pofiibly reap from the execution of her 
firlt relblve. ■ If,' Said (he to herfelf, 
1 I can find means of conveying him 
* to his tent alive, he cannot but in 
' confcicnce acknowledge my humanity 
' with Some confiderable rccompence j 
' and (liould he chance to Survive his 
' wounds, I have every thing to expect 
' from his gratitude and power.' 

Fraught with thefe prudential Sug- 
gestions, /he drew near the unfortunate 
ltranger, and in a foftened accent of 
pity and condolancc, queltioned him 
concerning his name, condition, and 
the nature of his mifchnnce, at the fame 
time making a gentle tender of her fer- 
vice. Agreeably Surprized to hear him- 
Self accolted in Such a manner, by a 
perfon whole equipage feemed to pro- 
mife far 'other defigns, he thanked her 
in the molt grateful terms for her hu- 
manity, with the appellation of kind 
countrywoman 5 gave her to understand 
that he was colonel of a regiment of 
horfe j that he had fallen in confequence 
of a (hot he received in his breaft, at 
the beginning of the action ; and finally 
intreaicd her to procure Some carriage 
on which he might be removed to his 
tent. Perceiving him faint and ex- 
hausted with lofs of blood, the railed 
up his head, and treated him with that 
cordial which was her conftant compa- 
nion : at that initant, eSpying a Small 
body of huflars returning to the camp 
with the plunder they had taken, me 
invoked their afiiliance, and they forth- 
with carried the officer to his own quar- 
ters, where his wound was drelfed j and 
his prelerver carefully tended him un- 
til his recovery was compleated. 

In return for thefe good offices, this 
gentleman, who was originally of Scot- 
land, rewarded her for the prefent with 
great liberality, allured her of his influ- 
ence in promoting her hufband, and 
took upon himfelf the charge of young 
Ferdinand's education : the boy was 
immediately taken into his protection, 
and entered as a trooper in his own re- 
giment ; but his good intentions to- 
wardshis father-in-law, were trull rati d 
by the death of the German, who, ina 
few days after this difpontkm, wa? fhot 
in the trenches before Temifwaer. 

This event, over and above the con-. 
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jugal affiicliofi with which it invaded 
the lady's quiet, would have involved 
her in infinite difficulty and diltreis, 
with regard to her temporal concerns, 
by leaving her unprotected in the lnidlt 
of ftraugers, had not (he been thus 
providentially fiippUed with an effec- 
tual patron in the colonel, who was 
known hy the appellation of Count 
Melvil. He no i'ooner law her, by 
the death of her hufband, detached 
from all perfbnal connections with a 
military life, than he propofed that (lie 
ihould quit her occupation in the camp, 
and retire to his habitation in the city 
of Prciburg, where (he would be en- 
tertained in eafe and plenty during the 
remaining part of her natural life: 
with all due acknowledgments of his 
generofity, (he begged to be excufed 
from embracing his propofal, alledging 
fhe was fo much accuftomed to her pre- 
fent way of life, and fo much devoted 
to the fervice of the foldiery, that (lie 
mould never be happy in retirement, 
while the troops of any prince in Chris- 
tendom kept the field. 

The count finding her determined to 
profecute her fcheine, repeated his pro- 
mife of befriending her upon all oc- 
cafions ; and in the mean time, admit- 
ted Ferdinand into the number of his 
domefticks, refolving that he mould be 
brought up in attendance upon his own 
Ion, who was a boy of the fame age. 
He kept him, however, in his tent, un- 
til he mould have an opportunity of 
revifiting his family in perfon ; and be- 
fore that occafion offered, two whole 
years elapfed, during which, the illuf- 
trious Prince Eugene gained the cele- 
brated battle of Belgrade, and after- 
wards made himfelf mafter of that im- 
portant frontier. 



CHAP. IV. 
JUS mother's prowess and 

DEATH, TOGETHER WITH SOME 
INSTANCES OF HIS OWN SAGA- 
CITY. 

IT would have, been impofiible for 
.the mother of our adventurer, fuch 
as (he hath been def'cribed, to (it quiet- 
ly in her tent, while fuch an heroick 
fcene was acting. She was no iboner 
apprized of the general's intention to 
attack the enemy, than Hie, as uiual, 



packed up her moveables in a waggon, 
which (lie committed to the care of a 
peafant in the neighbourhood, and put 
herfelf in motion with the troops j big 
with the expectation of re-acting that 
put, in which (lie had formerly ac- 
quitted herfelf fo much to her advan- 
tage. Nay, (lie by this time looked upon 
her own prefence as a certain omen of 
fuccefs to the caufe which (lie efpoul- 
ed ; and in their march to battle, actu- 
ally encouraged the ranks with repeated 
declarations, importing, that (he had 
been eye-witnels of ten decifive engage- 
ments, in all of which her friends had 
been victorious, and imputing fuch un- 
common good fortune to lbme Super- 
natural quality inherent in her perfon. 

Whether or not this confidence con- 
tributed to the fortune of the day, by 
infpiring the foldiers to an uncommon 
pitch of courage and relblution, I (hall 
not pretend to determine : but, certain 
it is, the victory began from that quar- 
ter in which (he had potted herfelf; and 
no corps in the army behaved with fuch 
intrepidity as that, which was mani- 
felled by thofe who were favoured with 
her admonitions and example; for, (lie 
not only expofed her perfon to the ene- 
my's fire, with the indifference and de- 
liberation of a veteran, but (lie is laid 
to have atchieved a very confpicuous 
exploit by the prowefs of her fingle 
arm. The extremity of the line to 
which (lie had attached herfelf, being 
aflaultedin flank by a body of thefpahis, 
wheeled about, in order to fuftain the 
charge, and received them with fuch a 
feafonable fire, as brought a great num- 
ber of tuibans to the ground j among 
thole who fell, was one of the chiefs, 
or aga's, who had advanced before the 
reft, with a view to fignalize his va- 
lour. 

Our Englifh Penthefilea no fooner 
faw this TurkiPu leader drop, than, 
ftruck with the magnificence of his 
own and horfe's trappings, (he fprung 
forward to feize them as her prize, and 
found the aga not dead, though in a 
good meafure diiabled by his misfor- 
tune, which was entirely owing to the 
weight of his horfe, that, having been 
killed by a muiket-ball, lay upon, his 
leg, lb that he could not difengage him- 
f'elf. Neverthelefs, perceiving the vi- 
rago approach with fell intent, he bran- 
difhed his lcymitar, and tried to inti- 
midate his affailant with a molt horrible 

exclamation ; 
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acclamation : but it was not the difmal 
yell of a dilmounted cavalier, though 
enforced with a hideous ferocity of coun- 
tenance, and the menacing gclturcs 
with which he waited her approach, 
that could intimidate Inch an undaunt- 
ed fl»e campaigner ; (he Taw him writh- 
ing in the agonies of a fituation from 
which he could n,ot move ; and, run- 
ning towards him with the nimblcnefs 
and intrepidity of a Camilla, defcribed 
a (emicircle in the progrcis of her af- 
Jault, and attacking him on one iide, 
plunged her well-tried dagger in his 
thioat. The (hades of death encom- 
paffed him, his life blood ifi'ued at the 
wound, he fell prone upon the earth, 
he bit the duft, and hiving thrice in- 
voked the name of Alia, ltraight ex- 
pi ret! . 

While his defliny was thus fulfilled, 
his followers began to reel j they teem- 
ed djfmayed at the fate of their chief, be- 
held their companions drop like the leaves 
En autumn, and fuddenly halted in the 
midft of their career. The Imperialifts 
obferving the confufion of the enemy, 
redoubled their fire 5 and railing a dread- 
fid fliout, advanced in order to improve 
the advantage they had gained : the 
Jpahis durlt not wait the (hock of fuch 
an encounter ; they wheeled to the right 
about, and clapping Ipurs to their horics, 
fled in the utmolt dilbrder. This was 
actually the circumltance that turned the 
fcale of battle. The Auftrians pur- 
fued their good fortune with uncom- 
mon impetuoiity, ami in a few minutes 
lett the field clear for the mother of our 
hero, who was fuch an adept in the 
art of itripping, that in the twinkling 
of an eye, the bodies of the aga and his 
Arabian lay naked to the (kin. It 
ivould have been happy for her, had 
(lie been contented with thefe firlt- 
fiuits, reaped from the fortune of the 
day, and retired with her fpoils, which 
werenot incoiifidefable ; but, intoxicated 
with the gloiy (lie had won, inticcd by 
the glittering caparilon^ that lay fi al- 
tered on the plain, and, without doubt, 
prompted by the kcrct inltinc.t of her 
fate, (lie refolved to leize opportunity 
by the forelock, and 01.ee foi all indem- 
nify herlelf for the many fatigues, ha- 
zards, and forrows, (he had under- 
gone. 

Thus determined, (he reconnoitred the 
field, and practifed heraddrefs lb fuc* 
cefsfully, that in left than half an hour 



(lie was loaded with ermine and cm. 
broidery, and difpofed to retreat with 
her burden, when her regards were fo- 
licited by a fplendid bundle, which the 
defctied at fome dillance lying on the 
ground. This was no other than an 
unhappy officer of hufTars ; who, after 
having had the good fortune to take 
a Turkilii ftandard, was defperately 
wounded in the thigh, and obliged to 
quit his horie : finding himfelf in fuch 
a helplefs condition, he had wrapped 
his acquifition round his body, that 
whatever might happen, he and his glo- 
ry mould not be parted ; and thus (hroud- 
ed among the dying and the dead, he 
had obilrved the progrefs of our he^ 
roine, who (falked about the field, like 
another Atropos, finifliing, wherever 
fhe came, the work of death. He did 
not at all doubt, that he himfelf would 
be vifited in the courfeof her peregrina- 
tions, and therefore piovided tor her re- 
ception, with a piftol ready cocked in 
his hand, while he lay perdue, beneath 
his coveit, in all appearance bereft of 
life. He was not deceived in his prog- 
noltick ; fhe no (boner eyed the golden 
crefcent, than inflamed with curiolity or 
cupidity, (lie directed thitherward her 
fteps, and difcerning the carcafe of a 
man, from which, (he thought, there 
would be a necellity for difengaging it, 
(he lifted up her weapon, in order to 
make lure of her pure hale ; and in the 
very intlant of difcharging her blow, 
received a brace of bullets in her brain. 
Thus ended the mortal pilgrimage of 
this modern Amazon ; who, in point of 
courage, was not inferior to Semiramis, 
Tomyris, Zenobia, Thaleilris, or any 
boalfed heroine of ancient times. It can- 
not be luppofed that this cataftrophe 
made a \ ery deep imprellion upon the 
mind of young Ferdinand, who had jutt 
then attained the ninth year of his age, 
and been for a confiderable time weaned 
from her maternal careflTes ; efpeciallv, 
as he telt no wants nor grievances in 
the family of the count, who favoured 
him with a particular (hare of indul- 
gence, becaufe he perceived in him a 
fpirit of docility, iniinuation, and faga- 
city, far above his years* He did not, 
however, fail to lament the untimely 
fate of his mother, with Inch filial ex- 
preffions ol forrow, as (fill more inti- 
mately recommended him to his patron ; 
who being himfelf a man of extraordi- 
nary benevolencs, looked upon the boy 
C » a*> 
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as a prodigy of iiatur.il affection, and 
forefaw in his future M-i vices a fund of 
gratitude and attachment, that could 
not fail to render him a valuable acqui- 
fition to his family. 

In his own country lie had often feen 
connexions of that fort, which having 
been planted in the infancy of the adhe- 
rent, had grown up to a furprizing pitch 
ef fidelity and friendlhip, that no temp- 
tation could bias, and no danger dif- 
folve. He therefore rejoiced in the hope 
of feeing his own fon accommodated 
with fuch a faithful attendant, in the 
perfon of young Fathom, on whom he 
refolved to beftow the fame education 
he had planned for the other, though 
conveyed in fuch a manner as fliouid be 
fuitable to the fphere in which he was 
ordained to move. In confequence of 
thefe determinations, our young adven- 
turer led a very eafy life, in quality of 
page to the count, in whofe tent he lay 
upon a pallet, clofe to his field bed, and 
often diverted him with hischildifh prat- 
tle in the Englifh tongue, which the 
more feldom his mafter had occafion to 
fpeak, he the more delighted to heir. 
In the exercife of his function, the boy 
was incredibly ailiduous and alert; far 
from neglecting the little particulars of 
his duty, and embarking in the mif- 
chievous arrtufements of the children be- 
longing to the camp, he was always 
diligent, fedate, agreeably officious, and 
anticipating; and, in the whole of his 
behaviour, fecmed to exprefs the mod 
vigilant fenfe of his patron's goodnefs 
and generofity : nay, to fuch a degree 
had thefe fentiments, in all appearance, 
ooerated upon his reflection, that one 
morning while he fuppo/bd the count 
sflecp, he crept foftly to his bedftde, 
and gently killing his hand, which hap- 
pened to be uncovered, pronounced, in 
a. low voice, a moft fervent prayer in 
his behalf, befeeching Heaven to fhower 
down blefTings upenhim, as the will •■•'.-: 
fiend and the orpin's father. This 
benediction was not loft upon the count, 
who chanced to be awake, and heard it 
with admiration ; but, what rivetted 
Ferdinand in his good graces, was a 
difecvery that our youth made, while 
his mafter was upon duty in the trenches 
before Belgra.it. 

Two foot -foldiersftandingfentry near 
thedoorof the tent, were captivated with 
the light of fome valuable moveables be- 
•JongSng to it ; and luppoiing,' in thfir 



great wifdom, that the city of Belgrade 
was too well fortified to be taken during 
that campaign, they came *o a resolution 
of withdrawing theml'elves from theievere 
fervice of the trenches, by deferting to 
the enemy, after they Ihould have rifled 
Count Melvd's tent of the furniture by 
which they were fo powerfully allured. 
The particulars of this plan were con- 
ceited in the French language, which, 
they imagined, would fcreeri them from 
all riik of being detected, in cafe they 
fliouid be ovei heard ; though, as there 
was no living creature in fight, they 
had no reafon to believe that any perfon 
was privy to their converfation. Never- 
thelefs, they were miftaken in both thefe 
conjectures. The conference reached the 
ears of Fathom, who was at the other 
end of the tent, and had perceived the 
eager looks with which they confidered 
fonie parts of the furniture. He had 
penetration enough to fufpett their de- 
fire, and alarmed by that fufpicion, 
lilrened attentively to their difcourfe, 
which from a fiender knowledge in the 
French tongue, he had the good for- 
tune partly to underftand. 

This important piece of intelligence 
he communicated to the count at his re- 
turn, and meafures were immediately 
taken to defeat the defign, and make an 
example of the authors; who being per- 
mitted to lcr.d themfeives with the booty, 
were apprehended in their retreat, and 
punifhed with death according to their 
demerits. 



C H A ?. V. 

A ERirr DETAIL OF HIS EDUCA- 
TION. 

OTHING could have more fot- 
fonably happened, to confirm the 
good opinion which the colonel enter- 
tained of Ferdinand's principles : his 
intentions towards the boy grew every 
day more and more warm ; and imme- 
diately after the peace of Pallarowitz, 
he retired to his own houfeat Prefbuig, 
and prefented young Fathom to his lady, 
not only as the fon of a perfon to whom 
he owed his life, but alio as a lad who 
merited his peculiar protection and re- 
gard by his own perfonal virtue. The 
cour.tels, who was an Hungarian, re- 
ceived him with great kindnefs and af- 

lity, and her ion was ravilhed with 
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fhe prcifpccl of enjoying luch a compa- 
nion : in fhort, fortune itemed to have 
provided for him an al\ him, in which 
be might be fafely trained up, and i'uit- 
ablv prepared for more important lcenes 
of life, than any of his anceitors had ever 
known • 

He was not, in all refpecls, entertain- 
ed on the footing of his young matter; 
•yet he fhaied in all his education and 
amufements, as one whom the old gon- 
tleman was fully determined to qualify 
for the (tation of an officer in the lei v ice : 
and if he did not eat with the count, he 
■was every day regaled with choice bits 
from his table ; holding, as it were, a 
middle place, between the rank of a re- 
lation and favoured dcmeltick. Al- 
though his patron maintained a tutor in 
the houfe, to fnperintrnd the conductor 
his heir, he committed the charge of his 
learning to the initiations of a publick 
fchool ; where, he imagined, the boy 
would imbibe;: laudable Ipiiit of emula- 
tion among his fellows, which could not 
fail of turning out to the advantage of 
his education. Ferdinand was entered 
in the lame academy; and the two lads 
proceeded equally in the paths of erudi- 
tion ; a mutual friendship and intimacy 
ibon enlued ; and, notwithftanding the 
ieviry and caprice commonly difcernablc 
in the behaviour of luch boys, very few, 
or lather no qua.rels, happened in the 
ccuife of their communication. Yet 
their difpohtions were [altogether diffe- 
rent, and tiieir talents unlike. Nay, 
this diffimilarity wis the very bond of 
their union ; hecaule it prevented that 
jealoufy and rivalfhip which often inter- 
rupt! the harmony of two warm corem- 
poraiies. 

The young count made extraordinary 
progrefs in the exercifes of ihe fchool, 
though he feemei to take very link pains 
in the cultivation of his ftudies ; and be- 
canie a perfect heio in all the athletick 
divtrhors of his fellow-lclioiais j but, 
at the lame time, exhibited luch a baftl- 
ful appearance and uncouth addrefs, 
that his mothei deipaired of ever feeing 
hini impioved into any degree of polite 
behaviour. On the other hand, Fathom, 
who was in point of learning a mere 
dunce, became, even in his childhood, 
rem ukable among the ladies for his 
genteel depoitnunt anil vivacity; they 
admired the proficiency he made un- 
der the directions of his dancing ma- 
tter, the air with which he performed 



his obeifance at big entrance and exit ; 
and were charmed with the agreeable 
alluianceand lively (allies of his conver- 
fation : while they exprefll-d the utmofl 
concern and dilgult at the boorifh de- 
meanour of his companion, whole ex- 
tol ted bows refembled the pawingi of a 
mule; who hung his head in lilence, 
like a detected fluep Itealer; who fat in 
company under the molt aulcward ex- 
preffions of conltraint ; and whole dif- 
courie never exceeded the (imple mono- 
fyllahles of negation and alilnt. 

In vain did all the females of the fa- 
mily pro pole to him young Fathom, as 
a pattern and reproach: he remained 
unaltered by all their efforts and ex- 
poituiaiions, and allowed our adven- 
turer to enjoy the triumph of his praife, 
while he himielf was confeious of his 
own fuperiority in thole qualifications 
which ieemed of more real importance 
than the mere exteriors and forms of 
life. His prefent ambition was not to 
make a figure at his father's table, but 
to eclipfe his rivals at fchool, and to ac- 
quire an influence and authority among 
thele confederates. Neverthelefs, Fa- 
thom might poffibly have fallen under, 
his difpleafure or contempt, had not that 
pliant genius found means to retain his 
friend (hip by feafbnable compliances and 
fubmifTion ; for the fole ftudy, or at leaft 
the chief aim of Ferdinand, was to 
make hinilelf neceflary and agreeable to 
thofe on whom his dependance was 
placed : his talent was in this particular 
fu i ted to his inclination; he Ieemed to 
have inherited it from his mother's 
womb} and, without all doubt, would 
have railed upon it a molf admira- 
ble fupeiltrucuue of toitune and ap- 
plaule, had not it been inseparably yoktX 
with a moil infldious principle of fell- 
love, that grew up with him from the 
cradle, and left no room in his heart lot 
the leaft particle of fecial virtue. This 
la.il, however, he knew fo well how to 
counterfeit, bv means of a large (hare of 
ductility and diflimulation, that, I'urely, 
he was calculated by Nature to dupe 
even the molt cautious, and gratify his 
appc iitcs by levying contributions on all 
mankind. 

So little are the common infhuctor*. 
of youth qualified to judge the capaci- 
ties of thole who are under their tutelage 
and care, that Fathom, by dint of his 
ii.l i.nating arts, made fhift topafs upon 
the fcheolraalter. as a lad of quick parts, 
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in defpite of a natural inaptitude to re- 
tain his leflbns, which all his indullry 
could never overcome. In order to re- 
medy, or rather to cloak this defect in 
his understanding, he had always re- 
courfe to the friendfhip of the young 
count, who freely permitted him to 
tranferibe his exercifes ; until a final] 
accident happened, which had well 
nigh put a flop to thefe instances of his 
generofity. The adventure, inconfide- 
rahle as it is, we mail record, as the 
firft overt- aft of Ferdinand's true cha- 
racter, as well as an illustration of the 
opinion we have advanced, touching the 
blind and injudicious decifions of a right 
pedagogue. 

Among other talks impofed by the 
pedant upon the form to which our two 
companions belonged, they were one 
evening ordered to tranflate a chapter of 
Caefar's commentaries. Accordingly, 
the young count went to work, and per- 
formed the undertaking with great ele- 
gance and difpatch : Fathom having 
f pent the night in more effeminate amule - 
ments, was next morning fo much hur- 
ried for want of time, that in his tranf- 
cription he neglected to infert a few va- 
riations from the text; thefe being the 
terms on which he was allowed to ufe 
it: fo that it was verbatim a copy of 
the original. As thole exercifes were 
always dtlivered-in a heap, fubferibed 
with the feveral names of the boys to 
^whom they belonged, the fchoolmalter 
chanced to perufe the veriion of Ferdi- 
nand, before he looked into any of the 
reft, and could not help bellowing upon 
it particular marks of approbation : the 
next that fell under his examination was 
that of the young count, when he imme- 
diately perceived the lamcnefs, and far 
from imputing it to the tiue caule, 
upbraided him with having copied the 
exercile of our adventurer, and infilled 
upon chaftifing him upon the Ipot for 
his want of application. 

Had not the young gentleman thought 
his honour was concerned, he would 
have fubmitted to the punifhment with- 
out murmuring; but he inherited iron) 
his parents the pride of two fierce 
nations, and being overwhelmed with 
reproaches for that which he imagined 
ought to have redounded to his glory, 
he could not brook the indignity, and 
"boldly affirmed that he himfelf was the 
original, to whom Ferdinand was be- 
holden for bis performance. Th* 



fchoolmafter, nettled to find himfelf 
miltak.cn in his judgment, relblved that 
the count mould have no caule to exult 
in the dilcovery he had made, and like 
a true flogger, actually whipped him 
for having allowed Fathom to copy his 
exercife. Nay, in the hope of vindicating 
Ins own penetration, he took an oppor- 
tunity of questioning Ferdinand in pri- 
vate, concerning the circumitances of the 
tranflation; and our hero perceiving his 
drift, gave him fuel) artful and ambigu- 
ous anlwers, as perfuaded him that the 
young count had acted the partot a pla- 
giary, and that the other had been re- 
trained from doing himfelf ju trice, by 
the confide rat-ion of his own dependance. 

This profound director did not fail, 
in honour of his own dilcernmeut, to 
whifper about the mifreprefeniatioYi, as 
an inltance of the young count's info- 
lence, and Fathom's humility and good 
fenfe. The ftory was circulated among 
the fervants, etpecially the maids be- 
longing to the family, whofe favour our 
hero had acquired by his engaging be- 
haviour; and at length it reached the 
ears of his patron, who, incenfed at 
his ion's piel'umption and inhofpitaliry, 
called him to a Severe account, when the 
young gentleman absolutely denied the 
truth of the allegation, and appealed 
to the evidence of Fathom himfelf. 
Our adventurer was accordingly Sum- 
moned by the father, and encouraged to 
declare the truth, with an ailuiance of 
his conllant protection; upon which 
Ferdinand very wifely fell upon his 
knees, and while the tears guflied from 
his eyes, acquitted the young count of 
the imputation, and expreiTed his appre- 
henfion, that the report had been Spread 
byfomeof his enemies, who wanted to 
prejudice him in the opinion of his pa- 
tron. 

The old gentleman was not Satisfied 
of his fon's integrity, by this declara- 
tion : being naturally of a generous 
difpofition, highly prepofTefled in fa- 
- vour of the poor orphan, and chagrined 
at the unpromifing appearance of his 
heir, he fufpected that Fathom was 
over-awed by the fear of giving ofFence ; 
and that, notwithstanding what he had 
1 aid, the cafe really flood as it had been 
represented. In this perfuafion, he ear- 
nestly exhorted his fon to refill and 
combat with any impulfe he might feel 
within himfelf, tending to felfifhnefs, 
fraud, or imposition ; to encourage eve- 
ry 



FERDINAND COUNT FATHOM. 



ry fentimcnt of candour and benevo- 
lence, and to behave with moderation 
and affability to all his fellow- crea- 
tures. He laid upon him ftrong in- 
junctions, not without a mixture of 
threat*, to confider Fathom as the ob- 
ject of his peculiar regard; to fefpect 
him as the Ion of the count's preserver, 
as a Biiton, a ltranger, and above all, 
an helplefs orphan, to whom the rights 
of hol'pitality were doubly due. 

Such admonitions were not loft upon 
the youth; who, under the rough hulk 
of his perlbnal exhibition, poll tiled a 
large (hare of generous lenfibility : 
without any formal profeflions to his 
father, he relblved to govern himlelf 
according to his remonitrances ; and 
far from conceiving the leatl (park of 
aniiv.olity again!: Fathom, he locked 
upon the poor hoy as the innocent caule 
of his diigrace, and redoubled his 
kindneft towards him, that his honour 
might never again be called in qurlt o,i, 
upon the lame i'ubject. Nothing is 
more liable to mifconltruction than an 
act of uncommon generolity ; one half 
of the world miltake the motive, from 
want of ideas to conceive an inltahce of 
benificence, that foars fo high above 
the level of their own ftntiments ; and 

..it fufpect it of fomething I . 
orltliiih, from the iiiggeihons of their 
own fordid and vicious inclinations. 
The ycung count fubjected hirafelf to 
fuch mifinterpretation, among thole who 
obftrved the increaftd warmth of civi- 
lity and complail'ance in his behaviour 
to Ferdinand : they alcribed it to his 
delire of lti!l profiting by our adven- 
turer's fuperioi talents; by which alone 
they fuppoftd him enabled to maintain 
any degree of reputation at fchool ; or 
to the fear of being convicted by him 
of lome milueme3nour of which lie 
knew him Pelf guilty. Theft (itfpicions 
were not effaced by the conduct of Ferdi- 
nand; who, when examined on the lub- 
ject, managed his anlwers in huh a man- 
ner, as confirmed their conjectures, 
while lie pretended to refute them, and 
at the fame time acquired to himlelf cre- 
dit for his extraordinary difcretion .<nd 
fclf -denial. 

If he exhibited fuch a proof of fa- 
gacity in the tweltih year of hi 
whu might not be expected from his 
fiiielfe, in the maturity of his faculties 
and experience? Thus fecured in the 
good craces of the wmjle fatnily, I 
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the days of his puerility glide along in 
the molt agreeable elapft of careftes and 
amuftment. He never fairly plunged 
into the ftream of fchool education ; 
but, by floating on the furface, im- 
bibed a fmall tincture of thofe diffcicnt 
fciences which his mafter pretended to 
teach ; in (licit, he reiembled thofe 
vagrant fwallows that lkim along the 
level or fome pool or river, without 
venturing to wet one feather in their 
wings, except in the accidental purfuit 
of an inconsiderable fly. Yet though 
his capacity or inclination was unluited 
forftudies of this kind, he did not fail 
to manifeft a perfect genius in the ac- 
quifition of other more profitable arts. 
Over and above the accompli foments 
of addreis, for which he hath been al- 
ready celebrated, he excelled all his 
fellows in his dexterity at fives and bil- 
li iu!s; was altogether unrivalled in 
his (kill at drafts and backgammon; be- 
gun, even at theft years, to underliand 
the moves and fchemes of chefs ; and 
made himlelf a mere adept in the my- 
fteryof cards, which he learned in the 
courft of his afTiduitifs and attention 
to the females of the houft. 
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HE MEDITATFS SCHEMES 
rORTANCE. 



OF IM- 



IT was in theft parties that he attract* 
ed the notice and friendfhip of his 
patron's daughter; a girl by two years 
older than himlelf, who was not inlen- 
fible to his qualifications, and looked 
upon him with the molt favourable eyes 
of prepofTeflion. Whether or not he, at 
this period of his life, began to project 
plans for availing himlelf of her fufcep* 
tibility, is uncertain; but without all 
doubt, he cultivated her elteem with as 
obftquious and fubmiflive attention, us 
if he had already formed the delign 
which in his advanced age he attempted 
to put in execution. 

Divers circumflanccsconfpiredto pro- 
mote hnn in the favour oi this \ 1 
lady ; the greennefs of his y*irs fecured 
him from ar.v (ufpiciott of fallacious 
aim j fo that he- v...s indulged in fre> 
qoent opportunities of com with 

h.s young miftrefs, whole parents cn- 
couraged ihis communication, b) >• 
they hoped (he would improve in !wt- 
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ing the language of her father. Such 
connexions naturally produce intimacy 
and friendship. Fathom's perlbn was 
agreeable, his talents calculated for the 
meridian of thofe parties, and his man- 
ners fo engaging, that there would have 
been no juft Subject for wonder, had he 
made an imprefnon upon the tender un- 
experienced heart of Mademoiselle De 
Melvil, whofe beauty was not lb at- 
tractive as to extinguish his hope, in 
raifing up a number of formidable ri- 
vals ; though her expectations of for- 
tune were fuch as commonly lend ad- 
ditional luStre to perlona! merit. 

All thefe confiderations were fo many 
fteps towards the fuccefs of Ferdinand's 
pretenfions ; and though he cannot be 
fuppoi'ed to have perceived them at fiiit, 
he in the Sequel feemed perfectly well 
apprized of his advantages, and ufed 
them to the full extent of his faculties. 
Obferving that me delighted in mulick, 
he betook hinifeif to the (hidy of that 
art; and by dint of application, and a 
tolerable ear, learned of himlelf to ac- 
company her with a German flute, while 
file lung and played upon the harpfi- 
chord. The count feeing his inclina- 
tion, and theprogiefs he had made, re- 
folved that his capacity mould not be loft 
for want of cultivation ; and according- 
ly provided him with a mailer, by whom 
he was instructed in the principles of 
the art, and loon became a proficient in 
playing upon the violin. 

In the practice of thefe improvements 
and avocations, and in attendance up 
on his young malter, whom he took 
care never to difoblige or neglect, he 
attained to the age of Sixteen, with- 
out feeling the lealt abatement in the 
friendship and generofity of thofe upon 
whom he depended ; but, on | the con- 
trary, receiving every day freSh marks 
of their bounty and regard. He had 
before this time, been S'mit with the 
ambition ot making a conquelt of the 
young lady's heart; and forefaw mani- 
fold advantages to himfelf in becoming 
fon-in-law to Count Melvil, who, he 
never doubted, would Soon be recon- 
ciled to the match, if once it could be 
effectuated without his knowledge. Al- 
though he thought he had great reafon 
to believe that Mademoii'elle looked 
upon him with an eye of peculiar favour, 
his difpofition was happily tempered 
with an ingredient of caution, that hin- 
dsted him from acting with precipita- 



tion ; and he had difcerned in the young 
lady's deportment certain indications of 
loftinefs and pride, which kept him in 
the utmoft vigilance of circumfpection ; 
for he knew that by a premature decla- 
ration he Should run the rilkof forfeit- 
ing all the advantages he had gained, 
and blading thofe expectations that now 
bloflbmed lb gaily in his heart. 

Restricted by thefe reflections, he act- 
ed at a wary distance, and determined, 
to proceed by the method of Sap ; and 
Summoning all his artifice and attrac- 
tions to his aid, employed them under 
the infidious cover of profound refpect, 
in order to undermine thofe bulwarks of 
haughtinefs or discretion, which other- 
wile might have rendered his approaches 
to her impracticable. With a view to 
inhance the value of his company, and 
found her Sentiments at the lame time, 
he became more referved than ufual, and 
feldomer engaged in her parties of muiic 
and cards; yet, in the mid ft of his re- 
ferve, he never failed in thofe demon- 
strations of reverence and regard which 
he knew perfectly well how to exprel's j 
but deviled fuch excuSes for his ablence, 
as She could not help admitting. In 
confequenceof this affected Shynefs, She 
more than once gently chid him for his 
neglect and indifference ; observing, with 
an ironical air, that he was now too 
much of a mm to be entertained with 
fuch effeminate diversions. But her re- 
proois were pronounced with too much 
eaS'e and good humour to be agreeable to 
our hero, who delired to lee her ruffled 
and chagrined at his abfence, and to 
hear himlelf rebuked with an angry af- 
fectation of diS'dain. This effort, there- 
fore, he reinforced with the molt cap- 
tivating carriage he could afiume, in 
thole hours which he now fo fparlngly 
bellowed upon his miltrels; he regaied 
her with all tlie entertaining Stories he 
could learn or invent, particularly fuch 
as he thought would justify and recom- 
*mend the levelling power of love, that 
knows no Jiltinctions of fortune. He 
lung nothing but tender airs and pat- 
fionate complaints, compofed by de- 
sponding or despairing fwains ; and to 
render his performances of this kind the 
more pathetick, interlarded them with 
fome Seafonable fighs, while the tears 
which he had ever at command, Stood 
collected in either eye- 
It was impollible for her to overlook 
fuch ftudied emotions } She, in a jocoSe 

manner, 
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manner, taxed him with having loft his 
heart, rallied the excels of his pafllon, 
and in a men y ft rain undertook to be 
an advocate tor his love. Her beha- 
viour was ftill wide of his with and 
tation : he thought the would, in 
conlequence of her difeovery, have be- 
trayed fome interefted fymptomj that 
her face would have undergone lbme 
favourable hiffufion ; that her tongue 
would have faultered, her breatt heaved, 
and her whole deportment betokened 
internal agitation and diforder ; in which 
cafe, he meant to profit by the happy 
impreftion, and declare himfelt before 
ihe could pollibly recollect, the dictates 
of her pride. Baffled however in his 
endeavours, by the ferenity of the 
young lady, which be ftill deemed equi- 
vocal, he had recourfe to another ex- 
periment, by which he believed he 
mould make a difeovery of her fenti- 
ments, beyond all poflibility of doubt. 
One day, while he accompanied Made- 
moifelle in her exercifes of mufick, he 
pretended all of a fudden to be taken 
ill, and counterfeited a fwoon in her 
apartment. Surprized at this accident, 
/lie (creamed aloud, but far from run- 
ning to his aflirtance, with the tranfports 
and diftraclion of a lover, the ordered 
her maid, who was prefent, to lupport 
his head, and went in perfon to call 
tor more help : lie was accordingly re- 
moved to his own chamber, where, 
willing to be ftill more ceitified of her 
inclinations, he prolonged the farce, 
and lay groaning under the pretence of 
a fere re fever. 

The whole family was alarmed upon 
this occafion ; for, as we have already 
obferved, he was an univerfal favou- 
rite. He was immediately vifited by 
the old count and his lady, who ex- 
prefted the utmoft concern at his diftem- 
per, ordered him to be carefully at- 
tended, and fent for a phyfician with- 
out lofs of time. The young gentle- 
man would fcarce ftir irom bis 
fide, where he minifteied unto him with 
all the demonftrations of brotherly af- 
fection; imd Mils exhorted him to keep 
up his lpirits, with many expreftions of 
unrefci ved fympathy and regard : ne- 
verthelefs, he faw nothing in her beha- 
viour, but what might be naturally tx- 
pecled from«common frieiulftiip, and a 
companionate diipofition, and was wry 
mucti mortified at liis difappointm nt. 
Whether the mifcarriage actually af- 
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feted his conftitution, or the doclor 
happened to be miftaken in his diag- 
nolticks, we (hall not pretend to deter- 
mine ; but the patient was certainly 
treated fecundum art em, and all his 
complaints in a little time realized ; for 
phyfician, like a true graduate, had 
an eye to the apothecary in his prefcrip- 
tions ; and fuch was the concern and 
fcrupulous care with which our hero 
was attended, tint the orders of the fa- 
culty were performed with the utmolt 
punctuality. He was blooded, vomited, 
purged, andbliftered in theufual forms, 
(for the phyfician? of Hungary are ge- 
nerally as well ikilled in the arts of 
their occupation, as any other leeches 
under the fun) and fwal lowed a whole 
diipenfary of bolufes, draughts, and 
apozems, by which means he became 
fairly delirious in three days, and fo 
untraceable, that he could be no longer 
managed according to rule; otherwife, 
in all likelihood, the world would never 
have enjoyed the benefit of thefe ad- 
ventures. In fhort, his conftitutioa, 
though unable to cope with two fuch 
formidable antagonifts, as the doclor, 
and the difeafe he had conjured up, was 
no fooner rid of the one, than it eafily 
got the better of the other ; and though 
Ferdinand, after all, found his grand 
aim unaccomplished, his malady was 
productive of a confequence, which, 
though he had not forefeen it, he did 
not Fail to convert to his own ufe and 
advantage. 





CHAP. vir. 

ENCAGES IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
A FEMALE ASSOCIATE, IN OR- 
D^R TO PUT HIS TALENTS IN 
ACTION. 

WHILE he difplayed his quali- 
fications in order to intrap the 
heart of his young miftrefs, he had un- 
ived the affections of her 
maid. This attendant was alfo a fa- 
vourite of the young lady, and though 
her fenior by two or three good years 
at leaft, unqueftionably her fuperioi in 
point of perfonal beauty; (he moreover 
ponefled a good ltock of cunning and 
difcernment, and was f umithed by na» 
line with a very amorous complexion. 
Thefe cfrcumftances being premifed, the 
leader will not be furprized to find her 
D fmitten 
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fmitten by thofe uncommon qualifica- 
tions which we have celebrated in young 
Fathom. She had, in good footh, 
long fighed in fecret, under the power- 
ful influence of his charms, and prac- 
tilld upon him all thofe little arts, by 
which a woman ftrives to attract the 
admiration and enfnare the heart of a 
man (he loves: but all his faculties 
were employed upon the plan which he 
had already projected ; that was the 
goal of his whole attention, to which 
all his meafures tended ; and whether 
or not he perceived the impreffion he 
had made upon Terefa, he never gave 
her the leatt reafen to believe he was 
confcioiis of his victory, until he found 
himfelf baffled in his defign upon the 
heart of her miftrefs. She therefore 
perfevered in her diftant attempts to 
allure him, with theufual coquetries of 
drefs and addrefs, and in the fweet 
hope of profiting by his fufceptibility, 
jnade fltift to fupprefs her feelings, and 
keep her paflion within bounds; until 
' his fuppofed danger alarmed her fears, 
and raifed fuch a tumult within her 
bread, that (he could no longer conceal 
her love, but gave a loofe to her forrow 
in the raoft immoderate expiefilons of 
anguifh and affliction, and while his de- 
lirium laffed, behaved with all the agi- 
tation of a defpairihg fhepherdefs. 

Ferdinand was, cr pretended to be, 
the lafl perfon in the family, who un- 
derflood the fituation of her thoughts ; 
when he perceived her paflion, he en- 
tered into deliberation with himfelf, and 
talked his reflexion and forefight, in 
order to difcover how bell he might con- 
vert thisconqueft to his own advantage. 
Htre, then, that we may negle6l no 
opportunity of doing juflice to our hero, 
it will be proper to obferve, that how- 
foever unapt his understanding might 
be to receive and retain the ul'ual cul- 
ture of the fchools, he was naturally a 
genius fe!f- taught, in point of lagacity 
and invention. He dived into the cha- 
racters of mankind, with a penetration 
peculiar to himfelf, and had he been ad- 
mitted as a pupil in any political aca- 
demy, would have certainly become 
one of the abler! ftatefmen in Europe. 

Having revolved all the probable con- 
fluences of fuch a connexion, he de- 
termined to prolecute sn amour with 
the lady whole affection he had fubduedj 
becaufe he hoped to interclt her as an 
auxiliary in las grand leucine upon Ma- 



demoifelle, which he did not as yet 
think proper to lay afide ; for he was 
not more ambitious in the plan, than 
indefatigable in the profecution of it. 
He knew it would be impoflible to ex- 
ecute his aims upon the count's daugh- 
ter, under the eye of Terefa, whofe 
natural difcernment would be whetted 
with jealoufy, and who would watch 
his conduct, and thwart his progrefs 
with all the vigilance and fpite of a 
flighted maiden. On the other hand, 
he did not doubt of being able to bring 
her over to his intereft, by the influence 
he had already gained, or might after- 
wards acquire over her paffions; in 
which cafe, (he would effectually e'f- 
poufe his caufe, and employ her good 
offices with her miftrefs, in his behalf: 
befides, he was induced by another mo- 
tive, which, though fecondary, did 
not fail in this cafe to have an effect 
upon his determination. He looked 
upon Terefa with the eyes of appetite, 
which he longed to gratify : for he was 
not at all dead to the intligations of the 
flefh, though he had philofophy enough 
to refift them, when he thought they 
interfered with his intereft. Here the 
cafe was quite different : his deiire hap- 
pened to be upon the fide of his advan- 
tage ; and therefore, refolving to in- 
dulge it, he no fooner found himfelf in 
a condition to manage fuch an adven- 
lure, than he began to make gradual 
advances in point of warmth and par- 
ticular complacency to the love-lick 
maid. 

He firft of all thanked her, in the 
moll grateful terms, for the- concern 
(lie had manifefted at his diftemper, and 
tne kind Cervices he had received from 
her, during the courfe of it; he treated 
her upon all occafions with unufual af- 
fability and regard, affiduoufly courted 
her acquaintance and conversation, and 
contracted an intimacy that, in a little 
time, produced a declaration of love. 
Although her heart was too much in- 
tendered to hold out againfl all the forms 
of aflault, far from yielding at difcre- 
tion, (he flood upon honourable terms, 
with great obltinacy of punctilio, and 
while fhe owned he was mailer of her 
inclinations, gave him to underftand, 
with a peremptory and refolute air, that 
he fhould never make a conquefl of her 
virtue ; observing, that if the paflion 
he profefled was genuine, he would not 
liruple to give fuch a proof of it, as 

would 
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woul d .it once convince her of his fince- 
rity ; and that he could lure no jult caufe 
to refute her that fatisfaction, (he being 
his equal in point of birth ami lituation: 
for, if lie was the companion and fa- 
vourite of the young count, (lie was the 
friend and confidante of Mademoifelle. 

He acknowledged the Ihcngth of her 
argument, and that her condefcenflon 
was greater than his deferts : but ob- 
jected againlr the propofal, as infinitely 
prejudicial to the fortunes of them-both. 
He reprefented the Irate of dependance in 
which they mutually flood ; their utter 
incapacity to fupport one another, under 
theconfequences of a precipitate match, 
clandeltinely made, without the confent 
and concurrence of their patrons: he 
difplayed, with great eloquence, all 
thole gay expectations they had reafon 
toenteitain, from that eminent degree of 
favour which they had already lecured 
in the family; and fct forth, in the 
molt alluring colours, thole enchanting 
fcenes of pleafures they might enjoy in 
each other, without that di (agree able 
confeioufnefs of a nuptial chain provid- 
ed (Tie would be his aflbciate in the ex- 
ecution of a plan which he had project- 
ed for their reciprocal convenience. 

Having thus inflamed her love of 
pleafure and curiofity, he, with great 
caution, hinted his defign upon the 
young lady's fortune; and perceiving 
her liitening with the .noil greedy atten- 
tion, and perfectly ripe for the conspi- 
racy, he difclofed his intention at full 
length; alluring her, with the moll fo- 
lemn proteflations of love and attach- 
ment, that could he once make himfelf 
legal pofTefloi of an eftate which Made- 
moifelle inherited by the will of a de- 
feafed aunt, his dear Terefa (houldreap 
the happy fruits of his affluence, 
wholly engrofs his time and attention. 

Such a bale declaration our hero would 
not hive ventured to make, had he not 
implicitly believed the damfel was as 
great a latitudinarian as himfelf in point 
of morals and principle; and been well 
a(Tured, thai though he fluuld be mif 
taken in her way of thinking, lb I 
to be threatened with a detection of his 
purpofe, he would always hive it in his 
power to refute her accufation a 1 
calumny, by the character he had hi- 
therto maintained, and tiie circum 
tion of his future conduct. 

He leidom or never erred in his ob- 
fcrvations on the human h«.uit. Tciefa, 



inftead of di '"approving, reliflied the plan 
in general witt) demonstrations of li: 
lar fatisfaction ; (he at once conceit I 
all the advantageous confequences of 
fuch a fcherae, and perceived in it only 
one flaw, which, however, (he did not 
think incurable. This defect was no 
other than a fufficient bond of union, 
by which they might be effectually tied 
down to their mutual interelt. She 
forelaw, that in cafe Ferdinand fliould 
obtain polfclTion of the prize, he might, 
with great eaie, deny their contract, and 
ilnavow her claim of participation. She 
therefore demanded fecurity, and pro- 
poled as a preli.uinaryof the agreement, 
that he fliould privately take her to wife, 
with a view to dilpel all her apprehen- 
(ionsof his inconllar.cy or deceit, as fuch. 
a previous engagement would be a check 
upon his behaviour, and keep him flrict- 
ly (o the letter of their contract. 

He could not help fubferibing to the 
righteoufnefs of this propofal, which, 
nevenhelefs, he would have willingly 
waved, on the fuppohtion that they could 
not pcfiibly be joined in theibands of 
wedlock with fuch fecrefy as the nature 
of the cafe absolutely required. This 
would have been a difficulty foon remov- 
ed, had the fcene of the tran fact ion been 
laid in the metropolis of England, where 
palfengers ire pi edin the ftreers byoler- 
gyme i, who proftitute their characters 
an 1 confluences lei hire, in defiance of 
all decency and law; but in the king- 
dom of Hungary, eccleliaiticks are more 
fcrupulous in the exercile of their func- 
tion,, and the objection was, or fuppofed 
to be, altogether inlurmountable; fo 
that they were fain to have recourfe to 
an expedient, with which, alter fonie 
hefitation, our fhe-ad venturer was fa- 
id s in the fight 
of Heaven, which they called to wit- 
nefs, and to judge the fincerity of their 
vows, and engaged in a voluntary oath 
to confirm their union by thefanction of 
the chinch, whenever a convenient op- 
portunity for i'o doing fliould occur. 

1 iie i ruples oi ■ : being thus 

ren • admitted Ferdinand to the 

privileges of a hufband, which he en- 
in flolen intervi j and readily 
undertook to exert her whole power in 
promol ng his fuitwith her young rnnf- 
i . , becaufe (lie now confi lered his in- 
terelt as infeparably connected with her 
own. Surely nothing could be more 
uLiuici or prepolterous than -;cs 

Da of 
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of this covenant, which flic infilled upon 
with inch inflexibility. How could fhe 
fuppok- that her pretended lover would 
be reftrained by an oath, when the very 
occalion of incurring it was an intention 
to aft in violation of all laws human 
and divine; and yet fuch ridiculous 
conjuration is commonly the cement of 
every confpiracy, how dark, how trea- 
cherous, how impious foever it maybe! 
A certain fign that there are fome re- 
mains of religion left in the human 
mind, even after every moral fentiment 
hath abandoned it; and that the mod 
execrable ruffian finds means to quiet 
the fuggeftionsof his confcience,by fome 
rcverfionary hope of Heaven's foigive- 
nefs. 



CHAP. VIII. 

THEIR FIRST ATTEMPT; WITH 
A DIGRESSION WHICH SOME 
READERS MAY THINK IMPER- 
TINENT. 

BE this as it will, our lovers, though 
real voluptuaries, amidft the firft 
tranfports of their enjoyment, did not 
ndgleft the great political aim of their 
conjunction. Terefa" s bed-chamber, to 
which our hero ccnlfantly repaired at 
midnight, was the fcene of their deli- 
berati ns, and there it was determined, 
that the damiel, in ordtr to avoid fu- 
fpicicn, fliould feign herfelf irritated at 
the indifference of Ferdinand, her paf- 
fion for whom was by this time no fe- 
cretin the family; and that with a view 
to countenance this affectation, he fliould 
upon all occafions treat her with an air 
of loftinefs and difdain. 

So fcreened from all imputation of 
fraud fhe was furniflied by him with 
artful inltrucYions how to found the in- 
clinations cf her young miftiefs ; how 
to recommend his perfon and qualifica- 
tions by the lure methods of contradic- 
tion, companion, revilings, and re- 
proach ; how to watch the paroxifms 
of her d fpofition, inflame her paffions, 
and improve, for his advantage, thofe 
mem- ins or U . ilty f ii 1 ! winch no wo- 
man is exempted. Intli.it, this con - 
- fuir.mate politician taught his ager.t to 
uoifon the young ladjj "s mind with infi- 
dious converfation, tending to infpire 
he; with the love of guilty pleaiure, to 
debauch her fentimenls, and confound 



her ideas of dignity and virtue. After 
all, the talk is not difficult to lead the 
unpraciifed heart affray, by dint of thofe 
opportunities her feducer poffeffed. The 
feedsof infinuation feafonably fown upon 
the warm, luxuriant foil of youth, could 
hardly fail of (hooting up into fuch in- 
temperate defnes as he wanted to pro- 
duce ; efpecially when cultured and 
cherifhed in her unguarded hours by 
that ftimulating difcourfe which fami- 
liarity admits, and the ioofer paffions 
ingrafted in every breaft are apt to relifh 
and excufe. 

Fathom had previously reconnoitred 
the ground, and difcovered fome marks 
of inflammability in Mademoifelle's 
conftitution ; her beauty was not fuch 
as to engage her in thofe gaieties of 
amufement, which could flatter her va- 
nity, and diffipate her ideas ; and fhe 
was of an age when the little loves and 
young defires take poffeffion of the fan- 
cy ; he therefore concluded, that (he had 
the more leifure to indulge thofe inticing 
images of pleafure that youth never fails 
to create, particularly in thofe who, 
like her, were addicted to folitude and 
ftudy. 

Terefa, full fraught with the wily 
injunctions of her confederate, took the 
field, and opened the campaign with 
fuch remarkable fournefs in her afpecl, 
when Ferdinand appeared, that her 
young lady could not help taking no- 
tice of her affected chagrin, and afked 
the reafon of fuch apparent alteration in 
her way of thinking. Prepared for this 
qviclt'.on, the other replied in a manner 
calculated for giving Mademoifelle to 
underitand, that whatever impreffions 
Ferdinand might have formerly made 
on her heart, they were now altogether 
effaced by the pride and infolence with 
which he had received her advances ; 
and that her breaft now glowed with all 
the revenge of a flighted lover. 

To evince the fincerity of this decla- 
ration, (lie bitterly inveighed againff. 
Inm, and even affected to depreciate thofe 
talents in which fhe knew his chief me- 
rit to cohfift; hoping by thefe means to 
interelt MademoifeJle's candour in his 
defence. So far the train fucceeded : 
that voting lady's love for truth was 
offended at the calumnies that' were 
vented againff Ferdinand in his abfence. 
She chid her woman for the rancour of 
her remarks, and undei took" to refute 
the articles of his difpraife ; Terefa fup- 

ported 
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ported her own affertions with great ob- 
ftinacy, and a difipute enihed, in which 
her miitrei's was heated intofoinc extra- 
vagant commendations of our ail 
turer. 

His fuppofed enemy did not t.iil to 
make a report of her fuccefs, and to 
magnify every advantage they had gain- 
ed ; believing.in good carneit, that her 
lady's warmth was the effect ot a real 
paflion for the fortunate Mr. Fathom : 
but he hi mfelf viewed the adventure in 
a different light ; and rightly imputed 
the violence of Mademoifelle's beha- 
viour to the contradiction (he had fiif- 
tained from her maid ; or to the fire of 
her natural generofity, glowing in be- 
half of innocence traduced. Neverthe- 
lefs, he was perfectly well pleafed with 
the nature of theconteft; becaufe, in 
the courl'e of fuch debates, he forefaw 
that he fhould become habitually her 
hero, and that in time (lie would actual- 
ly believe thofe exaggerations of his 
merit, which (he herfelt had feigned for 
the honour of her own arguments. 

This prelage, founded upon that prin- 
ciple of felf-refpeit without which no 
individual exifts, may certainly be jiif- 
tified by manifold occurrences in lire : 
we ourielves have known a very preg- 
nant example, which we (hall relate for 
the emolument of the reader. — A certain 
needy author having found means to 
prtfciit a manufcript to one of thofe ions 
of fortune, who are dignified with the 
appellation of patrons, inltead or reap- 
ing that applauie and advantage with 
which he had regaled his fancy, had the 
mortification to find his performance 
treated with infinite irreverence and con- 
tempt; and in high dudgeon and 
appointment appealed to the judgment 
of another critick, who he knew had 
no veneration for the firft. 

This common conization, to which 
all baffled authors have recourfe, was 
productive of very happy confequencc - 
to our bard : for though the opinions of 
both judge«, concerning the piece, were 
altogether the lame, the latter, eith r 
out of compaflion to the appellant, or 
defue of rendering his rival ridiculous 
in the eye of tatfe, undertook to n 
the misfortune; and in this manm 
ecuted the plan, in a meeting of lit 
to which both thefe wits belonged : he 
who had efp uled the poet's came, hav- 
ing prcvicufly defired another member 
to bring Ins compofition on the carpet, 



no fooner heard it mentioned, than he 

.1 to cenmie it with flagrant marks 

ot (corn ; and with an ironic.:! air look- 

.t it's firll condemner, obferved, 

lie muft be furioufly infected with 

the rage of patronizing, wlio could take- 

inch a deplorable performance into his 

protection. The farcafm took effect. 

The pcrfon again ft whom it was le- 
velled, taking umbiagear his prefump- 
tion, affumed an afpect of difdain, and 
replied with great animofity, that no- 
thing was more ealily fupporled than 
the character of a Zoilus; becaufe no 
production was altogether free from 
blemiihes, and any man might pro- 
nounce again it any piece by the lump, 
without interelting his own difcernmer.t: 
but to perceive the beauties of a work, 
it was rcquitite to have learning, judg- 
ment, and tafte; and therefore he did 
not wonder that the gentleman had 
overlooked a great many in the compo- 
fition which he fo contemptuously de- 
cried. A rejoinder fucceeded this reply, 
and produced a long train of altercation, 
in which the gentleman who had for- 
merly treated the book with fuch difi- 
refpect, now profefTed himfelf it's paf- 
fionate admirer, and held forth in praife 
of it with great warmth and elocution. 

Not contented with having exhibited 
this inliar.ee of regard, he next morn- 
ing fent a iih (Tage to the owner, import- 
in:: that he had but fuperficially glanced 
over the manufcript, and delinng the 
favour of perufing it a iecond time. Ik- 
ing indulged in this requeft, he recom- 
mended it in terms of rapture to all his 
friends and dependants; and by dint of 
unweared folicitation, procured a very 
ample fubfeription for the author. 

But, to refume the thread of our 
(fory. — Terefa's practices were not con- 
fined to finiple defamation: her re- 
proaches were contrivi noply 
foine intelligence in favour of the perlon 
(lie reviled. In exemplifying his pert- 
nefs and arrogance, (he repeated bis 
witty repartee ; on pretence of blaming 
his ferocity, flu recounted prool i of his 
fpirit and prowefs ; and in explaining 
the fource of his vanity, give iter mii- 
trefsto underftand, t h it .1 certain young 
1 ( 1 ifhion was laid to be ei 

on. Noi did this well- 
inftrufted un I 1 omit thofe other 

parts of Lei . ue, 1 hii h the pi in I 

for the fin the, 
of his fchcmei ii*t conveifation be r 

came 
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came !efs guarded, and took a freer 
tarn than ulu»l. She Hi zed all oppor- 
tunities or" introducing little amorous 
ftories, the greater! part of which were 
invented for the purpolcs of warming 
herpafhons, and lowering the price of 
chaftity in her elteem ; for ihe repre- 
fented ail the young lady's cotempora- 
ries in point of age and fituation, as fo 
many fenfualifts, who without fcruple 
indulged thtmielves in the (folen plea- 
fmes of youth. 

Meanwhile, Ferdinand feconded thefe 
endeavours with his whole induftry and 
addrefs: he redoubled, if poffi! !e, his 
deference and reipecl^ '..'netting liis a'fi- 
duity to the keeneit edge of attention ; 
and, in fhort, regulated his drefs, con- 
verf:ition, anci cieportmenr, according 
to the fancy, turn, and prevailing hu- 
mour, of his voung mifhefs. He more- 
over attempted to profit by her curiofity, 
which he knew to be truly feminine ; 
and having culled from the library of 
his patron ceitain dangerous books, cal- 
culated to debauch the minds of young 
people, left them occationally upon the 
table in his apaitment, after having di- 
rected Terefa to pick them up, as if by 
accident, in hisabfence, and carry them 
off tor the entertainment of Mademoj- 
felle; nay, this crafty projector fo in d 
means to furnifli his affociate with fome 
mifchievous preparations, which were 
mingled in he chocolate, tea, or coffee, 
as piovocations to warm her conitilu- 
tion : yet all thefe machinations, in- 
genious as they were, failed, not only 
in fulfilling their aim, but even in mak- 
ing the foundations of her virtue or 
pride, which (food their afTaults, un- 
moved, like a ftrong tower built upon 
a rock, impregnable to all the tempef- 
tuous bialts of heaven. 

Not but that the confpiratcrs were 
more than once milfaken in the eflecfs 
of their artifices, and diipofed io ap- 
plaud themfelves on the progrefs they 
had made. When at any time fhe ex- 
preffed a defire to exanvne thofe per- 
formances which were laid before her 
asfnaresto entrap her chaftity, they at- 
tributed that, which was no other than 
curiofity, to a loofenefs of fentiment; 
and when fhe difcovered no averfion to 
hear thofe anecdotes concerning the 
frailty of her neighbours, they imputed 
to abatement of chaftity, that fatisfac- 
tion which was the remit ot feif-congra- 
tulaticn on her own fuperior viitue. 



So far did the treacherous accom- 
plice of Fathom prefume upon thefe 
mifconfhuclions, that fhe at length di- 
verted her tongue of all refhaint, and 
behaved in fuch a manner, that the 
young lady, confounded and incenfed 
at her indecency and impudence, re- 
buked her with great fe verity, and com- 
manded her to reform her difcourfe, on 
pain of being diimiiled with difgrace 
from her fervice. 



CHAP. IX. 

THECONFEDERATESCHANGETHEIR 
BATTERY; AND ATCHIEVE A RE- 
MARKABLE ADVENTURE. 



THUNDE 
difappoint 



RSTRUCK at this 

mem, the confederates 
held a council, in order to deliberate 
upon the next meafures that (hould be 
taken; and Ferdinand, for the prefent, 
tiefpairing of accomplifhing his grand 
aim, refolved to profit in another man- 
ner, by the conveniency of his fituation. 
He reprefented to his helpmate, that it 
would be prudent for them to make hay 
while the fun fiione, as their connec- 
tion might be fooner or later difcovered, 
and an end put to all thofe opportuni- 
ties which they new fo happily enjoyed. 
All principles of morality had been al- 
ready excluded from their former plan ; 
conlequcnily, he found it an eafy talk 
to intereft Terefa in any other fcheme 
tending to their mutual advantage, how- 
foever wicked and perfidious it might 
be. He therefore perfuaded her to be 
his auxiliary in defrauding Mademoi- 
felle at play, and gave her fuitabie di- 
rections for that purpofe; and even tu- 
tored her how to abufe the null repofed 
in her, by embezzling the young lady's 
elfecls, without incun ing the fufpicion 
of diihonetty. 

On the iui'pofition that every fervant 
in the houfe was not able to refilt fuch 
temptation, the purfe of her miftrefs (to 
which the maid had always accefs) was 
dropped in a paflage, which the domef- 
ticks had occafion to frequent, and Fa- 
thom polled himielf in a convenient 
place, in order to obferve the effect of 
his ftratagem. Here he was not difap- 
pointed in his conjecture. The firlt 
perfon who chanced to pal's that way, 
was one of the chambermaids, with 
whom Terefa had lived tor lbrr.e time in. 

a ftate 
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a Ante of inveterate enmity, becaufe the 
wench had Billed in that homage ami 
refpect which was paid to her by the 
reit of the fervantB. 

Ferdinand had in his heart cfpoufed 
the quarrel of his afTociate, and longed 
for an occafion to deliver her from the 
malicious obfervance of fuch an anta- 
goniit; when he, therefore, law her ap- 
proach, his heart throbbed with joyful 
expt&aiions; but, when (he matched up 
the purfe, and thru ft it in her hofom, 
with all the eagernefs and confufion or 
one determined to appropriate the wind- 
fall to her own ufe, his Iranfports were 
altogether unfpeakable. He traced her 
to her own apartment, whither ihe im- 
mediately retreated with great trepida- 
tion, and then communicated the dif- 
covery to Terefa, together with inftruc- 
tions how to behave in the fequel. 

In conformity with thel'e tenons, flie 
took the firft opportunity of going to 
Mademoilelle, and demanding money 
for ibme neceifary expence, that the 
lofs might be known, before the finder 
could have leifure to make any frefli 
conveyance of the prize; and in the 
mean time, Ferdinand kept a ftrifl eye 
upon the motions of the chambermaid. 
The young lady having rummaged her 
pockets in vain, exprefled Ibme l'urprize 
at the lofs of her purfe, upon which her 
attendant gave indications of extreme 
amazement and concern ; flie faid, it 
could not poliibly be loft, intreated her 
to fearch her ei'crutore, while flie herfelf 
ran about the room, prying into every 
corner, with all the fymptoms of fear 
and dirtraclion. Having made this un- 
fuccefsful inquiry, flie pretended to fticd 
a flood of tears, bewading her own fate, 
in being near the perfon of any lady 
who met with fuch a misfortune, by 
which, flie obferved, her character might 
be called in queftion : (he produced her 
own Ifceys, and begged upon her knees, 
that her chamber and boxes might be 
learched without delay. 

In a word, (lie demeaned herfelf fo art- 
fully, upon this occafion, that her miftrefs, 
who never entertained the leafl doubt of 
her integrity, now looked upon her 
as a miracle of fidelity and attachment, 
and was at infinite pains to conlole her 
for the accident which had happened ; 
protefting that, for her own pair, ihclofs 
of the money fhould never affect her 
with a moment's uneafinefs, if fh.: could 



retrieve a certain medal which flie had 
long kept in her purfe, as a remem- 
brance of herdeceafed aunt, from whom 
(he received it in a prefenf. 

Fathom entered accidentally in the 
midlt of this well-acled icene, and per- 
ceiving the agitation of the maid, and 
the concern of the miftrefs, clefired, in a 
ctful manner, to know the caufeof 
their dilbrder. Before the young lady 
had time to make him acquainted with 
the circumftances of the cafe, his ac- 
complice exclaimed in an affected paf- 
fion, ' Mr. Fathom, my lady has loft 
' her purfe; and as no perfons in the 
' family are lb much about her, as you 

* and I, you mull give me leave in my 
' own jollification, to In ii it upon Made- 
' moil'elle's ordering the apartments of 
' us both to be fearched without lofs 
' of time: lure are my pockets and my 

* keys, and you cannot fcruple to give 
' her the fame fatisfaction ; for inno- 
' cence has nothing to fear.' 

Mil's Melville reprimanded her flnrp- 
ly for her unmannerly zeal ; and Ferdi- 
nand eying her with a look of difdaiu, 
' Madam,' faid he, • I approve of yqur 

* propofal; but before I undergo fuch 

* mortification, I would adviie Made- 

* moifelle to fubjeit the two chamber- 
' maids to fuch inquiry: as they alfo 
' have accefs to the apartments, and 
' are, I apprehend, as likely as you or 
' I, to behave in Inch a icandalous man- 

* ner.' 

The young lady declared that flie W3> 
too weli fatisficd of Terefa's honefty and 
Ferdinand's honour, to harbour the lealt 
fufpicion of either, and that fhe would 
fooner die than di (grace them lb far as 
to comply with the propofal the former 
had made; but as (lie faw no reafon for 
exempting the inferior fervants from 
that examination which Fathom advi- 
fed, flie would forthwith put it into exe- 
cution. The chambermaids being ac- 
cordingly fuinmoned, (Tie calmly alked 
if either of them had accidentia found 
the purfe file had dropped, and both 
replying in the negative, (he a/Turned 
an air of feverity and determination, 
and demanding their keys, threatened 
to examine their trunks on the in- 
ftant. 

The guilty Abigail, who, though an 
Hungarian, was not inferior, in point o( 
effrontery, to any one of the G I 

in England^ no (boner heard this iiic- 
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nacc, than (he affe&ed nn air of af- 
fronted innocence, thanked (Jod (he had 
I in many reputable families, and 
been trolled with untold gold, but was 
never before fufpe&ed of theft; that the 
other maid might do as (he fliould think. 
proper, and be mean-fpirited enough 
to let her things be tumbled topfy-tui vy 
and expofed; but, for her own part, if 
ihe fliould be ufed in that inhuman and 
disgraceful manner, (he would not Hay 
another hour in the houfe: and, in con- 
clufion, faid, thatMademoifelle had more 
reafon to look (harp after thole who en- 
joyed the gteatett fliare of her favour, 
than believe their malicious infinuations 
again ft innocent people whom they were 
well known to hate and defame! 

This declaration implying an hint to 
the prejudice of Tereia, far from divert- 
ing Mils Melville from her purpofe, 
it i ved onlv to inhance the character of 
the accufed in her opinion, and to con- 
firm her lulpicion of the accufer; of 
whom (he again demanded her kej s, 
protefting, that (hould (he prove refrac- 
tory, the count himfelf ihould take cog- 
nizance of the affair, whereas if (he 
would deal ingenuoufly, (lie (hould have 
no caufe to repent of her confefiion. So 
faying, (lie defired our adventurer to take 
the trouble of calling up i'ome of the 
men fervants; upon which the confeious 
criminal began to tremble, and falling 
upon her knees, acknowledged her guilt, 
and implored the forgivenefs of her 
young miftrefs. 

Tereia (eizing this occalion to figna- 
lize her generality, joined in the requeft, 
and the offender was pardoned, after 
having reftored the purfe, and promiied 
in the fight of heaven, that the devil 
(hould never again intice her to the com- 
miilion of fuch a crime. This adven- 
ture fully anfwered all the purpofes of 
our politician ; it eftablilhed the opinion 
of his fellow-labourer's virtue, beyond 
the power of accident or information to 
(hake, and fet up a falle beacon to mil- 
lead the fentiments of Mademoifelle, 
in cafe (he ihould for the future meet 
with the like misfortune. 



C H A P. X. 

THEY PROCEED TO LEVY CONTRI- 
BUTIONS WITH GR.'AT SUCCESS, 
U.N'TIL OUR HERO SETS OUT 



WITH THE YOUNG COUNT FOR 
VIENNA, WHERE HE ENTERS IN- 
TO LEAGUE WITH ANOTHER AD- 
VENTURER. 

UNDER this fecure cover, Terefa 
levied contributions upon her mif- 
trefs with great fuccefs. Some trinket 
was milling every day ; the young lady's 
patience began to fail, the faithful at- 
tendant was overwhelmed with confier- 
nation, and with the appearance of ex- 
treme chagrin, demanded her difmiffion, 
affirming that thefe things were cer- 
tainly effected by ibme perfon in the 
family, with a view of murdering her 
precious reputation. Mifs Melville, 
not without difficulty, quieted her vex- 
ation with affurances of inviolable con- 
fidence and erteem, until a pair of dia- 
mond ear-rings vanifhed, when Terefa 
could no longer keep her affliction with- 
in bounds. Indeed, this was an event 
of more confequence than all the reft 
which had happened, for the jewels 
were valued at five hundred florins. 

Mademoifelle was accordingly alarm- 
ed to fuch a degree, that (he made her 
mother acquainted with her lofs, and 
that good lady, who was an excellent 
ceconomift, did not fail to give indica- 
tions of extraordinary concern. She 
alked, if her daughter had reafon to 
fu/pect any individual in the family, 
and if (he was perfectly confident of 
her own woman's integrity : upon which 
Mademoifelle, with many encomiums 
on the fidelity and attachment of Te- 
refa, recounted the adventure of the 
chambermaid, who immediately under- 
went a ftrict enquiry, and was even 
committed to prifon, on the ftrength of 
her foimer mifdemeanour. Our adven- 
turer's mate infilled upon undergoing 
the lame trial with the reft of the do- 
mefticks ; and, as ufual, comprehended 
Fathom in her infinuations; while he 
feconded the propofal, and privately 
counfelled the old lady to introduce 
Terefa to the magittrate of the place. 
By thefe pre-concerted recriminations, 
they efcaped all fuipicion of collufion. 
Alter a fruitlefs enquiry, the prifoner 
was difcharged from her confinement, 
and turned out of the fervice of the 
count, in whole private opinion the cha- 
racter of no perfon fuffered fo much as 
that of his own ton, whom he fufpecled 
of having embezzled the jewels, for the 



FERDfNAND COUNT FATHOM. 



vfe of a certain inamorata, who at 
that tni!. was laid to have oaptival d 
his affections. 

The old gentleman felt, upon this 
occalion, al! that internal anguiih which 
a man of honour may he foppofod to 
fuficr on account ci a ion's degeneracy ; 
and without divulging his lciitiments, 
or even hinting his fufpicions to the 
youth himfelf, determined to detach 
him at once from Rich dangerous con- 
ons, by lending him forthwith to 
Vienna, on pretence of finifhing his 
exercifes at the academy, and ulhering 
him into acquaintance with the great 
world. Though he would not he 
thought by the young gentleman him- 
felf, to harbour the lealt doubt of his 
morals, he did not fcruple to unbefom 
himfelf on that fubicct to Ferdinand, 
whole l'agacity and virtue he held in 
great veneration. This indulgent pa- 
tron, expielTed himfelf in the moll pa- 
thctick terms, on the untoward dil'po- 
iition of his fan • he told Fathom that 
he fhould accompany Renaldo (that was 
the youth's name) not only as a compa- 
nion, but as a preceptor and pattern ; 
conjured him to aftilt his'tutor in fuper- 
intending his conduct, and to reinforce 
tile governor's precepts, by his own 
example; to inculcate upon him the 
moll delicate punctilios of honour; and 
decoy him jiiio extravagance, rather 
than leave the lealt illiberal lentiment in 
his h 

Our crafty adventurer, with demon- 
flrations of the ntmoft fenfibility, ac- 
•vledged the great good net's of the 
count in repofmg iuch confidence in his 
integrity ; which, as he obferved, none 
but the worft of villains could abule ; 
and fervently wiilied that he might no 
longer exilt, than he fhould continue 
to remember :md refent the obligations 
he owed to his kind benefactor. While 
preparations were making for their de- 
partuie, our hero heid a council with 
his afTcciate, whom he enriched with 
-many l.ige instructions touching her fu- 
ture operations; lie at the Line time 
disburdened her of all or the grcatelt 
pari of the lpoils (he had won; and 
after having received dims marks of 
bounty from the count and his lady, to- 
gether with a purfe from his ycung 
jmriiefs, he let out for Vienna in i lie 
eighteenth year of his age, with Re- 
naldo and his governor, who were pro- 
vided with letters wf '^commendation 
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to Come cf the count's friends belonging 
to the Imperial court. 

Such a favourable introduction could 
not fail of being advantageous to a 
youth of Ferdinand's fpecious accom- 
piimments; for he was confidered as 
the young count's companion, admit- 
ted into his parties, and included in all 
the entertainments to which Renaldo 
was invited. He foon diftinguifhed 
himfelf by his activity and addrefs, in 
the courfe of thole exercifes that were 
taUght at the academy of which he was 
pupil ; his manners were fo engaging 
as to attract the acquaintance of his 
fellow -ftudents, and his converfation 
being fprightly and inoffenfive, grew 
into very great requeft; in a word, he 
and the young count formed a remark- 
able contratt, which in the eye of the 
world redounded to his advantage. 

They were certainly, in all refpects, 
the reverfe of each other. Renaldo, 
under a total defect: of exterior cultiva- 
tion, poflefTed a mod excellent under- 
standing, with every virtue that digni- 
fies the human heart; while the other, 
beneath a moft agreeable outfide, with 
an inaptitude and averfion to letters, 
concealed an amazing fund of villainy 
and ingratitude. Hitherto, his obfer- 
vation had been confined to a narrow 
fphere, and his reflections, though fur- 
prizingly juft and acute, had not at- 
tained to that maturity which age and 
experience give : but new, his percep- 
tions began to be more diftinct, and 
extended to a thoufand objects wh;ch 
had never before come under his cog- 
nizance. 

He had formerly imagined, but was 
now fully perfuaded, that the fons of 
men preyed upon one another, and fucli 
was. the end and condition cf their be- 
Among the principal figures of 
iie obferved few or no characters 
that did not bear a ftiong analogy to 
the lavage tyrants of the wood. One 
nbled a tyger in fury and rapaciouf- 
nefs; 3 fecond prowled about like an 
hungiy wolf, fteking whom he might 
devour; a t'rird acted the part ot a 
jackall, in beating the bufli for game 
to his voracious employer; and a fourth 
imitated the wily fox, in practifing a 
thoufand cutty ambuica.ks tor the de- 
(fruction of the ignorant and unv. 
This I aft was the department ol 
foe which he fov If bed qua- 

lified by Harare and inclination, and he 
X, accordi 
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accordingly nTolved that his talent 
mould not i ult in his poflefiion. He 
was already pretty well vi rfed in all 
the Sciences of play ; but he had every 
day occafion to Re th.lo arts carried 
to Such a Surprizing pitch of fineffe and 
dexterity, as difeouraged him from 
building his Schemes on that founda- 
tion. 

He therefore determined to fefcinate 
the judgment, rather than the eyes of 
of his fellow-creatures, by a continual 
exerciie of that gift of deceiving, with 
which he knew hirafelf endued to an 
unrivalled degree; and to acquire un- 
bounded influence with thole who might 
be iubi'ervient to his intereft, by an 
ailiduous application to their prevailing 
palTions. Not that play was altogether 
left out in the projection of his cecono- 
my : though he engaged himfelf very 
little in the executive part of gaming, 
he had not been long mi Vienna, when 
he entered into league with a genius of 
that kind, whomhediltinguifhed among 
the pupils of the academy ; and who, 
indeed, had taken up his habitation in 
that place, with a view to pillage the 
provincials on their firft arrival in town, 
belore they could be armed with proper 
circumfpection to prefer.ve their money, 
or have time to diipofe. cf it in any 
other fhape. 

Similar characters naturally attract 
each other, and people of our hero's 
principle are, of all others, the mott 
apt to diitingrifli their own likenefs 
whereibever it occurs, becaui'e they al- 
ways keep the faculty of difcemmg in 
full exertion. It was in consequence 
pf this mutual aiertnefs, that Ferdi- 
nand and the ftranger, who was a na- 
tive ot Tyrol, peiceived themielves re- 
flected in the dilpoiitions of each other, 
and immediately entered into an orlcn- 
llive and defen live alliance: our adven- 
turer undertaking for the articles of 
intelligence, countenance, and counielj 
and his aflbciate charging himlcif witii 
the lilk of execution. 



CHAP. XI. 

JFATHOM MAKES VARIOUS EFFORTS- 
IN THE WORLD OF GALLANTRY. 

Til U S connected, they Legan to' 
hunt in couples j and Fathom, in 
order to profit by the alliance, with a 



good grace, contrived a fmall Scheme 
that Succeeded to his wifli. Renaldo 
being one night intoxicated in the 
courle of a merry-making with his 
fellow-pupils, from which Fathom had 
purpoSelv absented himfelf, was by the 
Tyroleze lb artfully provoked to play, 
that he could not refilt the temptation, 
but engaged at pal's dice with that fell 
adverfary, who in lefs than an hour 
(tripped him of a pretty round fum. 
Next day, when the young gentleman 
recoveied the uie of his reflection, he 
was fenfibly chagrined at the folly 3nd 
precipitation of his own conduct, an 
account of which he communicated in 
conrider.ee to our hero, with demon- 
strations of infinite (hame and con- 
cern. 

Ferdinand having moralized upon the 
Subject with great Sagacity, and fharply 
inveighed againft the Tyroleze, for the 
unfair advantage he had taken, retired 
to his clofet and wrote the following 
billet, which was immediately fent to 
his ally. 

' HP H E obligations I owe, and the 

' attachments I feel to the Count 

' De Melville, will not Suffer me to be 

* an idle Spectator of the wrongs of- 
' feted to his fon, in the difhonourable 
' nit , I imderltand, you made laft night 
' of his unguarded hours: I therefore 
' ir.hll upon your making immediate re- 
' liitution of the booty which you foun- 
' jultly got ;, otherwile I expect you will 
' meet me upon the ramparts, near the 

* baltion De la Port-Neuve, to-morrow 
' morning at day-break, in order to 

* jultify with your fword the finefTe 

* you have practiced upon the friend of 

' Ferdinand De Fathom. 1 

The gamefler no fooner receivsd this- 
intimation, than, according to the plan 
which had been preconcerted betwixt 
the author and him, he went to the 
apartment of Renaldo, and prefenting 
the fum of money which he had de- 
frauded him of the preceding night, 
told him, with a (tern countenance, 
that though it was a jult acquisition, he 
fcorned to avail himielf of his good 
fortune againlt any perfon who enter- 
tained the Smaller! doubt of his honour. 

The young count, furprized at this 
addrefs, rejected his offer with difdain, 
and delited to know the meaning of Such 

M 
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Jm unexpected declaration. Upon which, 
the other produced Ferdinand's billet, 
and threatened in very high temi<;, to 
meet the ftrippling according to his in- 
vitation, and chaltile him Severely for 
his prclumption. The confequence of 
• this explanation is obvious. Renaldo, 
imputing the officioufnefs of Fathom to 
the zeal of his friendlhip, interpoled in 
the quarrel, which was amicably com- 
promifed, not a little to the honour of 
oui adventurer, who thus obtained an 
opportunity of displaying his courage 
and integrity, without the leaft hazard 
to his perfon j while, at the fame time, 
his confederate recommended himfelf to 
theefteem of the young count, by his 
fpirited behaviour on this occasion ; fo 
that Renaldo being ieis fliy of his com- 
pany for the future, the Tyroleze had 
the fairer opportunities to profecute his 
defigns upon the young gentleman's 
purl'e. 

It would be almoU Superfluous to fay 
that thefe were not neglected. The fon 
of Count Melville was not deficient in 
point of penetration : but his whole 
ltudy was at that time engrafted by the 
care of his education ; and he had lome- 
times recourse to play, as to an amule- 
mentby which he fought to unbend the 
feverity of his attention. No wonder, 
then, that he fell a prey to an artful 
gamelter, who had been regularly trained 
to the profellion, and made it the Sole 
Study of his life ; especially as the Hun- 
garian was remarkiblc tor a warmth of 
temper, which a knight of the port al- 
ways knows how to manage for his own 
advantage. 

In the coutfe of thtfe operations, 
Fathom was a very ufeful corcefpon- 
dent ; he instructed the Tyroleze in the 
peculiarities of Renaldo's dilpolition, 
and made him acquainted with the pro- 
per feafons for profiting by his dexieriiy. 
Ferdinand, for example, who by the 
authority derived to him from the in- 
junctions of the old count, fometimes 
took upon himfelf the office of an ad- 
vifer, cunningly chofe to counM-1 the 
fon, at thofe conjunctures, when he 
knew him lead able to bear fuch ex- 
poltulation. Advice improperly admi- 
nilteied, generally acts in diametrical 
oppofition to the purpole for wliiv.ii it is 
fuppoled to he given: at leait, this was 
the cafe with the young gentleman ; 
who, inflamed by the icproof of fuch 
a tutor, ufed to obey the dictates oi 
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refentment, in nn immediate repetition 
of that conduct which our adventurer 
had taken the liberty to dilapprove ; and 
the gamelter was always at hand, to 
mini iter unto his indignation. By thefe 
is he was difencombered of divers 
confutable remittances with which 
his father chcarfuliy fupplied him, on 
the fuppofition that tl>ey were fpent wi:h 
' and liberality, under the direction 
of our adventurer. 

But Ferdinand's views were not con- 
fined to the narrow field of this alli- 
ance: he attempted divers enterprizes 
in the world of gallantry ; confeiofls of 
his own pcrfunal qualifications, and 
never doubting that he could insinuate 
himfelf into the good graces oPfbme 
married lady about court, or i ty an opu- 
lent dowager under contribution. But 
he met with an obstacle in hi? endeavours 
of this kind, which all his art was 
unable to furmount. This wis no 
ether than the obfeurity of his binh, 
and the warrfbf a title, without which 
no perfon in that country lays claim to 
the privileges of a gentleman. Had he 
furefeen this inconvenience, he might 
have made Shift to obviate the conf'e- 
quenccs, by obtaining permiffion to ap- 
pear in the character of the count's 
kinfman : though, in all probability, 
fuch an expedient would not have beta 
extremely agreeable to the old gentle- 
man, who was very tenacious of the 
honour of his family. Nevertheless, 
his generality might have been pievailed 
upon to indulge Fathom wi'.h fuch a 
pretext, in consideration of the youth's 
fuppoled attachment, and the obliga- 
tions for which he deemed himfelf in- 
debted to his deceafed mother. 

True it is, Ferdinand, upon his lirft 
arrival at Vienna, had been admitted 
into fashionable company, on the foot- 
ing of Renaldo' s companion, becaufe 
nobody fufpected the defect, of his pedi- 
gree; and even after a report had been 
circulated to the prejudice of his ex- 
ti action, by the indultry of a lacquey 
who attended the young count, there 
not wanting. many young people of 
distinction, who [till favoured him with 
their countenance and correspondence : 
but hewas no longer invited to private 
in which only he could expect 
ti p ofil by his addreft among the ladies, 
an I had the mortification of finding 
him fell frequently excepted from parties 
which vert ezp ; ■' ly calculated for the 
i. i enter- 
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entertainment of the youngcount. Luck- 
ily, hisfpitit was fo pliant as to iuliain 
thcfe flights, without being much de- 
jected ; inftead of repining at the lofs of 
that refpect which had been paid to him 
at firft, he endeavoured with all his 
might to prelerve the little that ftill re- 
mained, and rclolved to tranflate into 
an humbler fphere that gallantry which 
he had no longer opportunities of dif- 
playing in the world of rank, and fa- 
fliion. 



CHAP. XII. 

lit EFFECTS A LODGMENT IN THE 
HOUSE OF A RICH JEWELLER. 

IN confequence of this determination, 
he, to the uttermoft, exerted his 
good-humour among the few friends of 
confequence his fortune had left, and 
even carried his complaifance fo far, as 
to become the humble fervant of their 
pleahires ; while lie attempted to extend 
his acquaintance in an inferior path of 
life, where he thought his talents would 
fhine more confpicuous than at the af- 
femblies ot the great, and conduce more 
effectually to the intereft of all his de- 
signs. Nor did he find himlelf dil'ap- 
pointed in that expectation, fang' line as 
it was. He foon found means to be 
introduced to the houfe of a wealthy 
bourgeois, wheie every individual was 
charmed with his ealy air and extraor- 
dinary qualifications. He accommo- 
dated himlelf furprizingly to the hu- 
mouis of the whole family; fmoaked 
tobacco, fwallowed wine, and dilcou led 
of flones with the hufband, who was a 
rich jeweller; facrificed himfelf to the 
pride and loquacity of the wife ; and 
played upon the violin, and fung alter- 
nately, for the amuiemeht of his only 
daughter, a buxom lafs, nearly of his 
own age, the fruit of a former mar- 
riage. 

It was not long before Ferdinand had 
reafon to congratulate himfelf on the 
footing he had gained in this ibciety. 
He had expected to find, and in a little 
time actually difcovered, that mutual 
jealoufy and rancour which almoft al- 
ways fubfift between a daughter and her 
ftep dame, inflamed with all the viru- 
lence of female emulation ; for the dif- 
parity in their ages ferved oniy to ren- 
der them the mote inveterate rivals in 



the defne of captivating the other fex» 
(Jm adventurer having deliberated upon 
the means of converting this animality 
to his own advantage, faw no method 
for this purpofe fo feafible, as that of 
making his approaches to the hearts of 
both, by minithing to each in private 
food for their reciprocal envy and male- 
volence : becaufe he well knew that no 
road lies fo direct and open to a wo- 
man's heart, as that of gratifying her 
paffions of vanity and refentment. 

When he had an opportunity of being 
particular with the mother, he exprefled 
his concern for having unwittingly in- 
curred the difpleafure of Mademoifelle, 
which, lie obferved, was obvious in 
every circumttance of her behaviour to- 
wards him ; protefting he was utterly 
innocent of all intention of offending 
her ; and that he could not account for 
his dilgrace any other way, than by 
fuppoiing flie took umbrage at the di- 
rection of his chief regards towards her 
mother in-law, which, he owned, was 
altogether involuntary, being wholly in- 
fluenced by that lady's fuperior charms 
and politenels. 

Such a declaration was perfectly well 
calculated for the meridian of a dams 
like her, who with all the intoxication 
of unenlightened pride, and an increaf- 
ed appetite for plea lure, had begun to 
find herielf neglected, and even to be- 
lieve that her attractions were actually 
in the wane. She very gracioufly con- 
foled our gallant for the mifhap of 
which he complained; reprefenting Wil- 
rulmina (that was the daughter's name) 
as a pert, illiterate, envious baggage, 
of whole difguft he ought to make no 
con fi deration ; then fhe recounted many 
inltances of her own generolity to that 
young lady, with the returns of malice 
and ingratitude (lie had made; and, 
laflly, enumerated all the imperfections 
other pei fun, education, and behaviour; 
that he might fee with what jullice the 
gyply pretended to vye with thole who 
had been diltinguilhed by the approba- 
tion, and even gallantry, of the bed 
people in Vienna. 

Having thus eftablifhed himfelf her 
confident and goffip, he knew his next 
flep of promotion would neceffarily be 
to the degree of her lover ; and, in that 
btlief, relo.lved to play the fame game 
with Madenioifelle Wilhelinina, whole 
complexion was very much a- kin to that 
of her Itep- mother : indeed, they reiem-. 

bkfd 
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bled each other too much to live upon 
any terms of fricndfliip or even deco- 
rum. Fathom, in order to enjoy a pri- 
vate converfation with the young lady, 
never failed to repeat his vitit e«ry af* 
ternocn, till at length he had the plea- 
lure of finding her oifengaged, the jew- 
eller being occupied among Ins work- 
men, and his wife gone to aflilt at a 
lying-in. 

Our adventurer and the daughter had 
already exchanged their vows, by the 
exprtllivc language of the eyes ; he had 
even declared himfelf in lbme tender 
ejaculations which had been foftly whif- 
pered in her ear, when he could match 
an opportunity of venting them unper- 
ceived; nay, he had upon divers oc- 
cafions gently Jqueezed her fair hand, 
on pretence of tuning Jier harpfichord, 
and been favoured with returns of the 
lame cordial prelTure : fo that in (read of 
according her with the fearful helitation 
and relerve of a timid (wain, he told her, 
after theexercife of the doax-ycux, that 
he was come to confer with her upon a 
l'ubject that nearly concerned her peace ; 
and alked if (he had not obferved of late 
an evident abatement of friendship in 
her mother's behaviour to him, whom 
Ihe had formerly treated with inch marks 
of favour and relpect. Mademoiiclle 
would not pay fo ill a compliment to 
her own dilceinment as to lay me had 
not perceived the alteration, which, on 
the contrary, (he owned was extremely 
palpable; nor was it difficult to divine 
the caufe of fuch eltranged looks. This 
remark was accompanied with an irre- 
jittible glance, (he l'miled inchanting, 
the colour deepened on her cheeks, her 
bread began to heave, and her whole 
frame underwent a molt agreeable con- 
fulion. 

Ferdinand was not a man to let fuch 
a favourable conjuncture pais unregard- 
ed. ' Yes, charming Wilhelmina !' ex- 
claimed the politician in an affected rap- 
ture, ' the caufe is as conspicuous as 

* your attractions. She hath, in fpite 

* of all my circumfpecYion, perceived 

* that pallion which it is not in my 
' power to conceal, and in conlequence 
« of which, I now declare myfelf your 
' devoted adorer : or, conlcious of your 
« fupcrior excellence, her jealonly Jiafh 

* taken the alarm, and though hung 

* with conjecture only, repines at the 
« triumph of your perfections. How 
< far this fpirit of malignity may be in- 



' flamed to my prejudice, I know not: 
' perhaps, as this is the hilt, it may be 
' alii) the kilt opportunity, I (hall have 
' of avowing the beared fentiments ot 
1 my hcirt to the fair object that inipired 
' them ; in a word, 1 may be for cv.r 
' excluded from your preience. Ex- 

* cule me, then, divine creature! from 
' the practice of thole unnectfTary forms, 
' which I mould take pride in oblerv- 
' ing, were I indulged with the ordi- 
' nary privileges of an honourable lover; 

* and, once for all, accept the homage 
' of an heart overflowing with love and 
' admiration. Yes, adorable Wilhel- 
1 mina! I am dazzled with your fuper- 
' natural beautv; your other accom- 

* pliihments (hike me with wonder and 

* awe. I am enchanted by the graces 
' of your deportment, ravifhed with the 
f charms of your conversation j and 
' theie is a certain tendernefs of be- 
' ncvolcnce in that endearing afpecr, 
' which, I truft, will not fail to melt 
' with (ympathy at the emotions of a 

* faithful flave like me.' 

So faying, he threw himfelf upon his 
knees, and teizir.g her plump liand,prefT- 
ed it to his lips with all the violence of 
real tranlport. The nymph, whofe 
pafiions nature had filled to the brim, 
could not hear fuch a rhapfody unmov- 
ed : being an utter ft ranger to add rents of 
this kind, (lie underftood every word of 
it, in the literal acceptation; llie believ- 
ed implicitly in the truth of the encomi- 
ums lie had beffowed, and thought it 
reafonable he fhould be rewarded for the 
jultice he had done to her qualifications, 
h had hitherto been almoft altoge- 
ther over looked: in (liort, her heart 
began to thaw, and her face to hang out 
the flag iation; which was no 

fooner perceived by o'pr hero, than he 
renewed his attack with redoubled fer- 
vour, pronouncing in a moft vehement 
tone, ' Light of my eyes, and em| 

* of my foul! behold me proftrate at 
1 your feet, waiting with the moll pious 
' reiignation for that ftntence from your 
' lips on which my future happineis 
' and mifery mull altogether depend. 
' Not with more reverence does theun" 

' happy balhaw kit's the fultan's 1 
' that contains his doom, than I will 
' fubmit to your fata) determination, 
leak then, angelickfw'eetnefs! for,ne- 

* vei, ah! ncver.will I rife from this fup- 
' pliant pofture, until I am imcounged 
' to live aim hope, No! if you refuft 

4 to 
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* to fmile upon my pafTion, here fball I 

* breathe the laft limits of a de/pairing 

* lover: here fliall this faithful 1'word <to 

* the lafl office to it's unfoi tunate ma- 

* fter, and fhed the blood of the trued 

* heart that ever felt the cruel pangs of 

* difappointed love I' 

The young lady, well nigh overcome 
by this efTufion, which brought the tears 
into Iter eyes, ' Enough, enough/ ciicd 
ihe, interrupting him, ' fure you men 
' were created for the ruin of our fex.' 
i — Ruin,' re echi.eiiFathoin, ' talk nut of 

* ruin and Wiihclmina! let thefe terms 
' be for ever parted, far as the ealt and 

* weft afunder 1 let ever-fmiling peace 
' attend her fteps, and love and joy ltiil 

* wanton in her train! Ruin, indeed, fliall 

* wait upon her enemies, if fuch there 
' be, and thole love-lorn wretches who 
' pine with anguifh. under her diidain: 

* grant me, kino Heaven a mere propi- 
' tious boon; direct her genial regards 
' to one whole love is without example, 

* and whole constancy is unparalleled; 
' bear witnefs to my conltancy and 
' faith, ye verdant hills, ye fertile plains, 

* ye ibady groves, ye puriirg dreams; 
' and if I prove untrue, ah ! let me ne- 
' ver find aiblitary willow or a bubbling 
' brook, by help of which I may be ena- 

* bled to put a period to my wretched 

* life.' 

Here this excellent a£lor began to fob 
moft piteoufiy, and the tender- hearted 
Wilhelmina, unable longer to withftand 
his moving tale, with a repetition of the 
interjection 'Ah! 1 gently dropped into 
his arms. This was the beginning of a 
correfpondence that ibon roie to a very 
interelting [itch; and they forthwith con- 
certed meaiures for carrying it on, with* 
ourthe knowledge or fufpicicn of her 
mother-in-law. Neverthelefs, the young 
]ady, vancjuiftied as ihe was, and un- 
ikilted in the ways of men, would not 
all at once yield al diicretion 5 but in- 
fiftetl upon thole terms without which 
no woman's reputation can ; ie j ecU ieJ. 

Our lover, far from feekjng (o evade the 
propoial, aflfented to it in terms of un- 
common fatisfaction, and prornifed to 
uie his whole induftry in finding a 
prieft, upon whole discretion they could 
rely ; nay, lie certainly refolved to com- 
1 ly with her requeft in good earner}, 
rather than forfeit the advantages vvhich 
lie forefaw in their union. His Jood 
fortune, however, exempted him from 
the neceliity of taking fuch a ftep, which 



at beft muff have been difagreeable : for 
fo many difficulties occurred in the en- 
quiry which was fet on foot, and fo art- 
fully did Fathom in the mean time ma- 
nage tne influence he had already gained 
over her heart, that before her pafTion 
could obtaii a legal gratification, fhe 
furrendered to his wiih, without any 
other a flu ranee than his l'oltnin profef- 
fion of fincerity and truth, on which flie 
repolcd herfelf with the moil implicit 
confidence and faith. 



chap. xnr. 

HE IS EXPOSED TO A MOST PERIL- 
OUS lVClDEXT IN' THE COURS8 
OF HIS INTRIGUE WITH THE 
DAUGHTER. 

KE was rejoiced to find her fo eafi- 
ly fatisfied in fuch a momentous 
concern; for the principal aim of the 
intrigue was to make her necefury to his 
intererted views, and even, if poflible, 
an alVociate in the fraudulent plans he 
had projected upon her father ; conle- 
quentlv, he confidered this relaxation in 
her virtue as an hippy omen of his fu- 
tute fuccefs. All the obstacles to their 
mutual enjoyment being thus removed, 
our adventurer was by his miltrefs in- 
dulged with an. affignation in her own 
chamber; which, though contiguous to 
that of her itep-mother, was provided 
with a door that opened into a common 
flair-cafe, to which he had accefs at all 
hours of the night. 

He did not neglect the rendezvous, 
but presenting himielf at the appointed 
time, which was midnight, made the 
fignal they had agreed upon, and was 
immediately admitted by Wilhelmina, 
who waited for him with a lover's im- 
patience. Fathom was not deficient in 
thofe expreffions of rapture that are cur- 
rent on fuch occauons ; but, on the 
contrary, became fo loud in the tranf- 
ports of felf congratulation, that his 
voice reached the- ears of the vigilant 
flep-mother, who wakening the jeweller 
from his hid nap, gave him to under- 
If and, that fome per ton was certainly in 
clofe coiiverf'ation with his daughter; 
and exhorted him to rift forthwith, and 
vindicate the honour of his family. 

The German, who was naturally of 
a phlegmatick habit, and never went to 
bed without a full dole of the creature, 

which 



FERDINAND COUNT FATHOM. 



33 



which added to his conflitutional drow- 

fmcfs, gave no car to his wife's intima- 
tion, until flic had repeated it thrice, 
and ufed Other means to 1011/e liim from 
the arms of (lumber. Meanwhile, Fa- 
thom and his inamorata overheard her 
information, and our hero would have 
made his retreat immediately through 
the port by which he entered, had not 
his intention been over -ruled by the re- 
monstrances of the young lady, who ob- 
served that the door was already fait bolt- 
ed ar.d could not pombly beopened with- 
out creating a rtoife that would confirm 
the fuipicion of her parents; and that, 
over and above this objection, he would, 
in fallying from that cioor, run the rifle 
of being met by her father, who in all 
probability would prefent iiimte.lt before 
it, in order to hinder our hero's efcape: 
flie therefore conveyed him leftly into 
her clolet, where ihc allured him he 
might remain with great tranquillity, in 
full confidence that (he would take fuch 
meafurcs as would effectually Screen him 
from detcfticn. 

He was fain to depend upon her af- 
furance,and accordingly enfeoncedhim- 
fetf behind her drelling-table ; but he 
could not help fweating with apprehen- 
lion, and praying fervently to .God for 
his deliverance, when he heard the jew- 
eller thundering at the door, and call- 
ing to his daughter for admittance. 
VVilhelmina, who was already undrelf- 
ed, and had purpofely extinguiihed the 
light, pretended to be Suddenly waked 
from her deep, and (farting up, ex- 
claimed, in atone ot furprize and affright, 

• Jefu, Maria! what is the matter?' — 
1 Huffey!' replied the German, in a 
terrible accent, ' open the door this in- 
4 (tant, there is a man in your bed- 

• chamber: and by trie lightning and 
4 ti. under! 1 will wafh away the (tain 

* ne has calt upon my honour with the 

* fchellum's heart's blood.' 

N^t at all intimidated by this boifte- 
rous threat, (he admitted him without 
befitation; and with a (hrillnefs of voice 
peculiar to herfelf, began to hold forth 
Upon h i dwn innocence and his unjuit 
fufpicion ; mingling in her bai 
Sundry oblique hints ag inft her mother- 
in-law, imparting that Some people 
were Co viciouliy inclined by their own 
natures, that (he did not wonder at their 
doubting the virtue of o h i people; 
butt, : people defpifed the innmra- 

lions of fuch people, who ought to be 



more circumSpect in their own conduct, 
led they themfclves (hould fuffer repri- 
sals from thofe people whom they had 
So malicioufly II indered. 

Having uttered the(e fljwcrs of rhe- 
torick, which were cajculai d for the 
he.uing of" her ifep-dame, who flood 
with a light at her hufband's back, the 
young lady atfumed an ironical air, and 
admonilhed her father to Search every 
corner of her apartment j (he even af- 
fected to aiSilt his inquiry; with her own 
hands pulled out a parcel of (mail 
drawers, in which her trinkets were 
contained ; deiired him to look into her 
needle caSe and thimble, and feeing his 
examination fruitlel's, earnestly in treated 
him to rummage her clolet alio, laying 
with a Sneer, that in all probability the 
diflionourer would be found in that lurk- 
ing-place. The manner in which (he 
pretended to ridicule his apprcheniions, 
made an impreflion upon the jeweller, 
who was very well dilpofed to retreat 
into his own neft ; when his wife, with 
a certain flyneis in her countenance, be- 
Sought him to comply with his daugh- 
ter's requelt, and look into that Same 
cloSet, by which means Wi I helm ma's 
virtue would obtain a compleat triumph. 
Our adventurer, who overheard the 
conversation, was immediately Seized 
with a palf'y of fear: he trembled at 
every joint; the Sweat trickled down 
his forehead ; his teeth began to chatter; 
his hair to (tand on end; and he in his 
heart bitterly curfed the daughter's petu- 
lance, the mother's malice, together 
with his own precipiiativjn, by which he 
was involved in an adventure ib preg- 
nant with danger and diSgrace. Indeed, 
the reader may eafily conceive his disor- 
der, when he he rd the key turning in 
the luck, and the German (wearing that 
he would make him food for the bea:'. , 
of the field and the fowls of the air. 

. k thorn had come unprepared with 
weapons I ' fence, was naturally an 
oecononiift of ids perfon, and Saw him 
felf en the brink of forfeiting not only 
the promifed harveft of his i ouble in- 
trigue, but alio tne reputai ion of ; 
of honour, U| ich ail his future 

i depended : Ins agony was th 

fore unlpeakable, when the door fl w 

nd it was not til] aftei aconSi- 

t recoil I m,th it he per- 

le candle t . I by the 

.:i of the air pi m • 

' ... This ac- 
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cident, which <- 1 i i V- - him fo much 

as to put a : • to his charge, 

was very favourable to our herd; who, 
lummoning ail his prelence of mind, 
crept up into the chimney, while the 
jeweller flood at the door, waiting for 
his wife's return with another light; lb 
that when the cioU r wa$ examined, there 
was nothing found to juftify the report 
which the ftep rhothei had made; and the 
father, after having made a flight apo- 
log\ to Wiihelrrjma & r his intrufjon, 
retired with his yokefellow into their 
own chamb r. 

The young lady, who little thought 
that her papa would have taken her at 
her word, was overwhelmed with ccn- 
fufion and difmay when fhe law him 
enter the clbfet, and hrd her lover been 
diicovered, would in all probability have 
been the loudeft in his reproach, and 
perhaps have accufed hjpa of an inten- 
tion to rob the houfe; but flie was alto- 
gether altonifhed when flie found he had 
ji ide fliift to elude the inquiry of her 
parent's", becaufe fhe could not conceive 
the poflibility of his efcaping by the 
window, which wls in the third Itory, 
at a prodigious diftance fromthe ground j 
and how he could conceal himfelf in the 
apartment, was a myltery which flie 
could by no means unfold. Before her 
father and mother retired, fhe lighted 
her lamp, on pictence oi being afraid to 
be in the dark, after the perturbation 
of fpirits (he had undergone, and her 
room was no {boner evacuated of inch 
troublefome vilitants, than flie fecured 
the doors, and went in quell of her lover. 
Accordingly, every corner of the clo- 
fet underwent a new fearch, and fhe 
called upon his name with a loft voice, 
which flie thought no other pcrfon would 
overhear: but Ferdinand did not think 
proper to gratify her impatience, becaufe 
he could not judge of the predicament 
in which he flood by the evidence of all 
hisfenfes, and would not relinquish his 
poll until he fhould be better certified 
lb t the coalt was clear. Meanwhile, 
his dulcinea having performed her in- 
quiry to no purpoie, imagined there was 
iomething preternatural in the circum- 
fi?.nce of his yanifliing fo unaccounta- 
bly, and began to crol's herlelf with 
great devotion. She returned to her 
chamber, fixed the iampin the fire-place, 
and throwing hericlf upon the bed, gave 
way to the luggeilrons cf her l'uperrii- 
tipn, which were reinforced by the ii- 



lence that prevailed, and the gloomy 
glimmering of the light. She reflected 
upon the trefpafs fhe had already com- 
mitted in her heart; and, in the conjec- 
tures of her fear, believed that her lover 
was no other than the devil himfelf, who 
had affumed the appearance of Fathom, 
in order to tempt and feduce her virtue. 
While her imagination teemed with 
thefc horrible ideas, our adventurer con- 
cluding from the general liillnefs that 
the jeweller and his wife were at lad 
happily afleep, ventured to come forth 
from his hiding-place, and ftood before 
his miltrefs, all begrimed with foot.- 
Wilhelmina lifting up her eyes, and 
feeing this fable apparition, which flie 
miftook. for Satan in propria perfona, 
initantly fcreamed, and began to repeat 
her pater-nofter with an audible voice : 
upon which Ferdinand, foreseeing that 
her parents would be again alarmed, 
would not ftay to undeceive her, and ex- 
plain himfelf; but unlocking the door 
with great expedition, ran down flairs, 
and luckily accomplished his efcape. 
This was undoubtedly the wifeh mea- 
fure he could have taken : for he had 
not performed one half of his dd'eent 
toward the ftreet, when the German 
was at his daughter's bed- fide, demand- 
ing to know the cauie of her exclama- 
tion : fhe then gave him an account of 
what flie had feen, with all the exao-- 
:ons of her own fancy, and after 
having weighed the circumltance s of her 
ttory, he interpreted the apparition into 
a thief, who had found means to open 
the door that communicated with the 
rj i , but having been feared by Wil- 
lie! mina's fhriek, had been obliged to 
retreat before he could execute his pur- 
pofe. 

Our hero's fpirits were fo woefully 
diflurbed by this adventure, that for a 
whole week he felt no inclination to 
vifit his inamorata, and was rot with- 
out appreheniion that the affair had ter- 
minated in an explanation very little to 
his advantage. He was, however, de- 
livered from this difagreeable fufpence 
by an accidental meeting with the jew- 
eller himfelf, who kindly chid him for 
his long abfencc, and entertained him 
in the Arret with an account of the 
alarm which his family had fufhined 
by a thief, who broke into Wilhelmina's 
apartment. Giad to find his apprehen- 
fion miltaken, he renewed his corre- 
fpondence with the family, and in a lit- 
tle 
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tie time found reaLn to confole himfclf 
tor the jeopardy anJ panick lie had un- 



dergone. 



CHAP. XIV. 

HE IS REDUCED TO A DREADFUL 
DILEMMA, IN CONSEQUENCE OK 
AN ASSIGNATION WITH THE 
WIFE. 

NO R was hi* whole care and atten - 
tion engrofl'ed by the execution of 
this fcheme upon the daughter. While 
he managed his concerns in that Quarter 
with incredible ardour and application, 
he was not the lefs indefatigable in the 
profecution of his delign upon the mo- 
ther-in-law, which he forwarded with 
all liis air, during thofe opportunities 
he enjoyed in the abfence of Wilhel- 
muia, who was frequently called away 
by the domeitick duties of the houfe. 
The paflions of the jeweller's wife were 
in fuch a Ihte of exaltation as exempted 
our hero from the repu lies and fatigue 
attending a long fiege. 

We have already obferved how cun- 
ningly he catered for the gratification of 
her ruling appetite, and have exhibited 
pregnant proofs of his ability in gain- 
ing upon the human heart} the reader 
will not therefore be furprized at the ra- 
pidity of his conqueft over the affections 
of a lady whole complexion was per- 
fectly amorous, and whole vanity laid 
her open to all the attemptsof adulation. 
In a word, matters were quickly brought 
to fuch a mutual understanding, that 
one evening, while they anm fed them- 
felves at lanfquentt, Fathom Conjured ber 
to give him the rendezvous next day at 
the houle of any third per (on of her own 
fex, in whofe difcretion (lie could con- 
fide ; and after a few affected fcruples 
en ber fide, which he well knew how to 
(u! mount, Ihe complied with his req , 
and the circu i of the appoint- 

• were fettled accordingly. After 
tnis treaty, their fatisfaftton role to fuch 
a warmth, and the converfation became 
:ig, that our gal- 
lant exprefled hi^> impatience of waiting 
fo long for the accomplilhmeiit of his 
wifhes ; and, with the molt eager tran- 
lpoit, begged (lie would, if poflible, cur- 
tail the term of his ixpectPU. n, that his 
brain might not fuffer by his landing 



25 

fo many tedious hours on the giddy vergs 
of rapture. 

The dame, who was naturally com- 
panionate, fympathized with his condi- 
tion; and, unable to refift his pathetick 
fupplications, gave him to uriderftand 
that his defire could not be granted 
without fubjecting them both to fomc 
hazard, but that (lie was difpofed to 
run any rilk in behalf of his happinefs 
and pence. After this affectionate pre- 
amble, the told him that her hufband 
was then engaged in a quarterly meet- 
ing of the jewellers, from whence he 
never failed to return quite overwhelmed 
with wine, tobacco, and the phlegm of 
his own conftitution ; fo that he would 
fall fail afleep as loon as his head fhould 
touch the pillow, and (he be at liberty 
to entertain the lover without interrup- 
tion, provided he could find means to 
deceive the jealous vigilance of Wilhel- 
mina, and conceal himfclf in fome cor- 
ner of the houfe, unfulpecledand unper- 
ceived. 

Our lover remembering his adventure 
with the daughter, would have willing- 
ly difpenfed with this expedient, and be- 
gan to repent of the eagernefs with which 
he had preferred his folicitation ; but 
feeing there was now no opportunity of 
retracting with honour, he affected to 
enter heartily into the converfation, and 
after much canvaffing, it was determined 
that while Wilhelmina was employed in 
the kitchen, the mother fhould conduft 
our adventurer to the outward door, 
where he fhould pay the compliment of 
parting, fo as to be overheard by the 
young lady, but in the mean time glide 
foftly into the jeweller's bed-chamber, 
which was a place they imagined lead 
liable lo the effecls of a daughter's pry- 
ing diipolition; and conceal himlelf in 
a i irge prefs or wardrobe, that (tood in 
. irner of the apartment. The fcene 
. immediately acted with great fuc- 
cefs, and our hero cooped up in his 
cage, where he waited fo long, that his 
denies began to fubfide, and his ima- 
gination to aggravate the danger of his 
fit nation . 

' Suppofe,' faid he to himlelf, 'this 

bmtal German, in (lead of being ilu- 

1 with v. ine, lh< e home 

inflamed with brandy, to the ule ot 

is fometimes addicted; iar 

fr«-m feeling any inclination to deep, 

he will labour under the moft fretful 

p « box -'.;•' 
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ty of watching; every irafcible 
lie in his difpofition will be ex- 
ited; he will be offended with 
every object thnt may preSent itfelf to 
Ins vi.-w, and if there is the lealt in- 
gredient of jealoufy in his temper, it 
will manifest itfelf in riot and rage. 
What if his frenzy fiiould prompt him 
to learch his wife's chamber for gal- 
lants? this would certainly be the 
firft place to which he would direct 
his enquiry j or, granting this fuppo- 
fition chimeric il. I mav be feized with 
an ihrefiftible inclination to cough, 
before he is opprefTed with deep ; he 
may be waked by the noife I Shall 
make in difengaging myfelf from this 
embarraffed fituation ; and finally, I 
may find it impracticable to retire 
unleen or unheard, after every thing 
* elfe (hall have fncceeded to my wiSh.' 
Thei'c luggeftions did not at all con- 
tribute to the quiet of our adventurer, 
who having waited three whole hours 
fri the moil uncomfortable fufpenfe, 
ii ard the jeweller biought into the room 
in that very condition which his fears 
had prognosticated. He had, it feems, 
quarrelled over his cups with another 
tradefman, and received a falutation on 
the forehead with a cafrdleftick, which 
not only left an ignominious and pain- 
ful mark upon his countenance, but 
even difordered his brain to a very dan- 
gerous degree of delirium; fo that in- 
stead of allowing himfelf quietly to be 
undreffed and put to bed by his wife, 
he anfwered all her gentle admonitions 
and careffes with the mod opprobrious 
invectives and obltreperous behaviour ; 
and though he did not tax her with in- 
fidelity to his bed, he virulently accui'ed 
her of extravagance and want of ceco- 
nomy, obferved he:- expensive way of 
living would bring him to a morfel of 
bread; and unfortunately recollecting 
the attempt of the fuppol'ed thief, Start- 
ed up from his chair, Swearing by God's 
mother, that he would forthwith arm 
himfelf with a brace of piftols, and learch 
every apartment of the houle. ' That 
' prefs,' faid he with great vociferation, 
' may, lor aught I know, be the recep- 
' tacle of fome rufhv.n. 1 

So faying, he approached the ark itl 
which Fathom was em ha iked; and ex- 
claiming, * Come for;h, Sat3n!' applied ' 
his foot to the door of it with fuch vio- 
lence as threw him from the centre of 
gravity, and laid him Sprawling on his 



back. This addrefs made fuch an irrl- 
predion upon our adventurer, that he 
had well nigh obeyed the fummons, and 
Inn -ft from his concealment,inadefperate 
effort to elcape without being recognized 
by the intoxicated German; and, indeed, 
had the application been repeated, he 
in all likelihood would have tried the 
experiment ; for by this time his terrors 
had waxed too Strong to be much longer 
fupprelfed : from this hazardous enter - 
prize he was however exempted, by a 
lucky accident that happened to his 
diiturber, whofe head chancing to pitch 
upon the corner of a chair in his fall, 
he was immediately lulled into a trance ; 
during which, the confederate lady gueff- 
ing thediforderofher gallant, and dread- 
ing farther interruption, very prudent- 
ly releafed him from his confinement, 
after She had put out the light, and in 
the dark conveyed him to the door, where 
he was comforted with the promifethat 
flie would punctually remember the ren- 
dezvous of next day. 

She then invoked the affiitance of the 
fervants, who being waked for thepur- 
pofe, lifted up their matter, and tumbled 
him into bed; while Ferdinand hied him 
home in an univerfal Sweat, bleffing 
himfelf from any future achievement of 
that fort, in an houfe where he had been 
twice in fuch imminent danger of life 
and reputation. Neverthelels, he did 
not fail to honour the aftignation, and 
avail himfelf of the difpofition his mif- 
treS's manifelted, to make him all the 
recompence in her power for the difap- 
pointment and chagrin which he had un- 
dergone. 



two 



C PI A P. XV. 

BUT AT LENCTH SUCCEEDS IN HIS 
ATTEMPT UPON BOTH. 

A V I N G thus gained a compleat 
viclory over the affections of theSe 
ladies, he began to convert his 
good fortune to the purpofes of that 
principle, from which his view was 
never, no not for a moment, detached. 
In other words, he ufed them as mini- 
sters and purveyors to his avarice and 
fraud. As for the mother in-law, (ha 
was of herfelf fo liberal as to anticipate 
the wiflics of any moderate adventurer, 
and preSented him with fundry valuable 
jewels, as memorials of her eileem .- 

nor 
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nor was the daughter backward in fuch 
ccprefllons of regard ; (he already con- 
fidered his intereft as her own, and 
frequent opportunities of fecrcting for 

his benefit, certain (tray trinkets that 
(he happened to pick up in her excuriions 
v. i thin doors. 

All thele gratifications he received 
with demonltrations of infinite con- 
Uraint and reluctance, and in the rnidlt 
ot his rapacious ext< nion, acted lb cun- 
ningly as to bin ft 1 upon both 
for a miracle of difinterefted integrity. 
Yet not contented with what he thus 
could earn, and defpairing of b 
able to tteer the bark of his fortune for 
any length of time, between two fuch 
dangerous quickfmds, he relolved to 
profit by the occafion while it ialled, and 
(hike Ibme confiderable lhoke at once. 
A plan was formed in confequence of 
this determination, and at an appoint- 
ment with the mother, in the houfe of 
their female friend, our adventurer ap- 
peared with n air of dejection, which 
he veiled with a thin cover of forced 
pleafantiy, that his miftrefs might l'up- 
pofehe endeavoured to conceal ibme mor- 
tal chagrin that preyed upon his heart. 

The firatagem fucceeded to his wifh. 
She obferved his countenance between 
whiles over cud, took notice of the in- 
voluntary lighs he heaved ; and with the 
moil tender expreflions of fympathy, 
conjured him to make her acquainted 
with the caufe of his affliction. In/lead 
of gratifying her requeft immediately, 
he evaded her queltiohs with a refpectful 
-, implying, that his love would 
not furTcr him to make her a partner 
in his ibrrow ; and this delicacy on his 
part, whetted ber impatience and con- 
cern to fuch a degree, that rather than 
keep her in fuch an agony of doubt and 
apprehenfion, he was prevailed upon to 
tell her, that he had been the preced- 
ing night, eng.-.ged with a companv of 
his feliow-ltudtntj, where he had i< 
too free with the champaign?, !b mat 
his caution forlbok him, and he had 
been decoyed into play by a Tyro- 
leze gamefter, who (tripped him of all 
his ready. money, and obtained from 
him an obligation for two hundred 
florins, which he could not poiT'ibly 

f>ay, without having recourfe to his re- 
ation the Count De Melville, who would 
juft caufe to be incenfed at his ex- 
travagance. 

This iidbrmruicn he concluded, by 



declaring, that cod what it would, he 
was refolved to make a candid confef- 
fion of the truth, and throw hirafelf 
entirely upon the generality of his pa- 
tron, who could inflict no other pu- 
ni/hment than that of difcarding him 
from his favour and protection; a mis- 
fortune which, how grievous foever it 
might be, he fhould be able to fultain 
i fortitude, could he fall upon fome 
method of fatisfying the Tyroieze, who 
was very importunate and lavage in his 
demand. His kind miftrefs no fooner 
found out the fcurcc of his inquietude, 
iiie promifed to dry it up; arfuring 
him, that next day, at the fame hour, 
(he would enable him to difcharge the 

• < I ; ib that he might fet his heart at 
tale, and iecol!ect that gaiety which 
was the foul of her enjoyment. 

He exprefled the utmoit aftonifliment 
at this generous proffer, which, how- 
ever, he decli 1 with an affected ear- 

neltnefs of refufal, protefting that he 
fhould be extremely mortified, if he 
thought (he looked iij,>,:i him as one of 
thofe mercenary gallants, who c 
make fuch a fordid ufe of ;: lady's af- 
fection. ' No, Madam,' cried our po- 
litician, in a pathetick main; ' what- 

* ever happens, I fbjdj never part with 
' that intei nal confblation that confeious 
' honour never fails to \ ield in the deep- 
' elt fcenes of folitary diftrefs : the al- 
' tachinent I have the honour to profefa 
' for your ami ■-. i notfound- 
' ed on fuch inglorious motives; but is 
' the genuine refult of that generous 
' paflion, which none but the noble- 
1 mil I ; and the only circum- 
' ftance of this misfortune that 1 dread 
' to encounter it, the ntcefTity of 
' withdrawing mytelf for ever from 
' the pretence of her whofe genial fmiles 
' could animate my foulagainft all the 
' periecutions ot' adverie fortune.' 

This declamation, accompanied with 
a profound figh, fervedonly to inflame 
her defire of extricating him from the 
difficulty in which he was involved, b- he 
exhausted all her eloquence in attempt- 
ing to perfuade him that his refufal . 
an outrage agalnit htr he 

pretended to retire her arguments, and 
remained unthaken by all the powei > f 
s ; until Hie had recourfe 
to the moil remonftranccs of 

hue, and fell at his feet in the pctture 
of a forlorn thepherdi fe. What he re- 
fufed to hei reafon, he grantfld 

I 2 -S, 
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'ears, becanfe his heart was melted 
by her affliction, and next day conde- 
scended to accept of her money, out of 
pure re. ard to her happinefs and peace. 

Encouraged by the fuccefs of this at- 
chitvenent, he relblvcd to practife the 
fame experiment upon Wilhelmina, in 
hope of extracting an equal mare of 
profit from her fimplicity and attach- 
ment; and at their very next nocturnal 
rendezvous in her chamber, re- acted 
the farce already rehearfed, with afmall 
variation, which he thought necelTary 
to Stimulate the young lady in his be- 
half. He rightly concluded, that ihe 
was by no means miftrefs of fuch a 
confiderablc fum as he had already ex- 
torted from her mother ; and therefore 
thought proper to represent himfelf in 
the moft urgent predicament, that her 
apprehension on his account might be 
fo alarmed, as to engage her in 1'ome 
enterprize for his advantage, which 
otherwife fhe would never have dreamed 
of undertaking. With this view, after 
having defcribed his own calamitous 
Situation, in confequence of her prelTing 
intreaties, which he affected to evade, 
he gave her to underftand, that there was 
no per fon upon earth, to whom he would 
have recourfe in this emergency; for 
which reafon, he was determined to rid 
himfelf of all his cares at once, upon 
the friendly point of his own faithful 
fword. 

Such a dreadful refolution could not 
fail to operate upon the tender paflions 
of his dulcinea; She wasinftantly l'eized 
with an agony of fear and diffraction ; 
her grief manifefted itfelf in a flood of 
tears, while fhe hung round his neck, 
conjuring him in the moil melting terms, 
by their mutual love, in which they 
had been fo happy, to lay afide that 
fatal determination, which would in- 
fallibly involve her in the fame fate; 
foe, fhe tcck Heaven to witnefs, that 
flie would not one moment Survive the 
knowledge cf his death. 

He was not deficient in expreffions 
of reciprocal regard : he extolled her 
love and tendernefs with a moft extra- 
vagant tuiogium, and Seemed wrung 
v. ith mortal anguiih. at the prcfpecl of 
parting for ever from his lovely VVil- 
helminjj but his honour was a (tern 
and rigid creditor, that could not be ap- 
peafed, except with his blood ; and all 
the boon fhe could obtain, by dint of 
the molt woeful Supplication, was a 



promife to defer the execution of his 
baleful ptnpofe for the fpace of four 
and twenty hours, during which, fhe 
hoped, Heaven would companionate her 
Sufferings, and infpire her with fome 
contrivance for their mutual relief. 
Thus he yielded to her fervent requelt, 
rather with a view to calm the prefent 
tranfports of her forrow, than with any 
expectation of feeing himfelf redeemed 
from his fate by her interpofition j 
fuch at lead were his profefiions, when 
he took his leave, alluring her, that he 
would not quit his being, before he 
fhould have devoted a few hours to an- 
other interview with the dear object: of 
his love. 

Having thus kindled the train, he 
did not doubt that the mine of his craft 
would take effect, and repaired to his 
own lodging, in full perfuafion of fee- 
ing his aim accomplifhed, before the 
time fixed for their lafl affignation. His 
prognoftick was next morning verified 
by the arrival of a meflenger, who 
brought to him a fmall parcel, to which 
wis cemented with Sealing-wax the 
following epiitle. 

* JEWEL OF MY SOUL ! 

■ OCARCE had you, lafi night, 
*** ' quitted my difconfolate arms, 
when I happily recollected that there 
was in my pofleffion a gold chain, 
of value more than fufficient to an- 
iwer the exigence of your prefent oc- 
cafions : it was pledged to my grand- 
father for two hundied crowns, by a 
knight of Malta, who foon after pe- 
rifhed in a fea engagement with the 
enemies of our faith ; fo that it be- 
came the property of our houfe, and 
was bequeathed to me by the old g£n- 
tleman, as a memorial of his parti- 
cular affection. Upon whom can \ 
more properly bellow it, than him 
wiio is already matter of my heart ! 
receive ir, therefore, from the bearer 
of this billet, and convert it without 
fci uple to that ui'e which fliall be moft 
conducive to your eafe and fatisfac- 
tion ; nor feek, from a too romanfkk 
notion of honour, which I know you 
entertain, to excuk yourfeif from ac- 
cepting this teilimony of my afFection : 
for, I have already fvvorn before an 
image of ourblelTed lady, that I will 
' no longer own you as the fovereign 
* of my heart, nor even indulge you 

« with 
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c with another interview, if you re- 

* jec~t this mark, of tendemefs and con- 

* cern, from your ever faithful 

* WlLHBLMINA.' 



The heart of our adventurer began 
to bound with joy, when he furveyed 
the contents of this letter ; and his 
eyes fparklcd with tranfport at fight of 
the chain, which he immediately per* 
ceived to be worth twice the fu:n (lie had 
mentioned. Neverthelefs, he would 
not avail himfelf without farther quef- 
tion of her generofity ; but, that lame 
night, repairing to her apartment at the 
ufual hour of meeting, he proltrated 
himfelf before her, and, counterfeiting 
extreme agitation of fpiiit, begged, in 
the mod urgent terms, not even unac- 
companied with tears, that (lie would 
take back, the pxefent which he tendered 
for her acceptance ; and fpare him the 
molt infufferablc mortification of think- 
ing himfelf expofed to the imputation of 
being mercenary in his love. Such, he 
faid, was the delicacy of his paflion, 
that he could not poflibly exilt under 
the apprehenfion of incurring a cenfure 
fo unworthy of his fentiments ; and he 
would a thoufand times fooner undergo 
the perfecution of his rancorous credi- 
tor, than bear the thought of being in 
the fmalleft confideration lelTencd in her 
eiteem : nay, fo far did he carry his 
pretenfions to punctilio, as to proteft, 
that mould fhe refute to quiet the fcruplcs 
of his honour, on this fcore, her un- 
yielding beneficence would ferveonly to 
haften the execution of his determined 
purpofc, to withdraw himfelf at once 
from a life of vanity and misfortune. 

The more pathetically he pleaded for 
her compliance, the more ltrenuoufly 
did fhe refill his remonftrancts. She ad- 
vanced all tbe arguments her reaton, 
love, and terror could fugged; reminded 
him of her oath, from which he could 
not fuppofe (lie would lecede, whatever 
the confequence might be; and, in con- 
clufion, vowed to Heaven, with gieat 
folemnity and devotion, that me would 
not furvive the news of his death. 
Thus the alternative (he offered, 
either to retain the chain ami he h 
in her affection, or forfeit all title t 
Jove, and die in the conviclion of having 
brought his innocent miftreft to an un- 
timely grave. 

His fortitude was not proof again ft 
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this laft confideration. ' My favage 
' honour,* faid he, « would enable mi 

* to endure the pangs of eternal fepa*- 
' ration, in the confidence of being en- 
' dowed with the power of ending theft: 
1 tortures by the energy of my own 
' hand j but the profpect of Wilhel- 
1 mina'i death, and that too uccaiioncd 
4 by my inflexibility, difarms my loul 
' of all her rtfolution, (wallows up the 
' dilates of my jealous pride, and fills 
' in) bofom with fuch a gufli of tender - 
' nefs and forrow, as overwhelms the 
1 whole ceconomy of my purpofs ! Yes, 

* inchanting creature ! I facrifice my 
' glory to that irrefiftible reflection : 
' and, rather than know myfelf the cruel 
' inftrument of robbing the world of 
' fuch perfection, confent to retain the 
' fatal teftimonyof your love.' 

So faying, he pocketed the chain, 
with an air of ineffable hiortification ; 
and was lewarded for his compliance 
with the molt endearing careffes of his 
dulcinea; who, amid ft the tumults of 
her joy, ejaculated a thoufand ackr.ow- 
ledgments to Heaven, for having blefled 
her with the affection of fuch a man, 
whole honour was unrivalled by any 
thing but his love. 



CHAP. XVI. 

HIS SUCCESS BEGETS A E L I N D SE- 
CURITY, BY WHICH HE IS ONCK 
AGAIN WELL NIGH EN T R A !> P E D 
IN HIS DULCINEA'S APARTMENT. 

IN this manner did the crafty Fathom 
turn to account thole ingratiating 
qualifications he inherited horn nature; 
and maintain with incredible affuiuity 
and clrcumfpectioo, an amorous cor- 
respondence with ' neftick rivals, 
who watched the conduct of each other 
with the mod indefatigable virulence 
of envious fufpicion, until an accident 
happened, which had well nigh cvei- 
turned the bark of his policy, and in- 
duced him to alter the courfe, that lie 
might not be fiiipwrecked on the rocks 
that bcyan to multiply in the prolecu- 
tion of hi; prefent vi>\ 

The jeweller, who, as a German, 
wanted neither pride nor orientation, 
never failed to celebrate the anniverlaiy 
oi his birth, by an annual feaft granted 
to his neighbours and friends j and, on 
. occalioiii, was accuftoincd toweai 

that 
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I chain, w-hirh, though bequeathed 
to his daughter, he confidered as an 
ornament appertaining to t lie family, 
whereof he himfelf was head : accord- 
ingly, when the time of this fellival 
^evol . !, lie as ufual ord red Wilh< ! 
tnina to furrender it for the day. This 
injunction, the reader will perceive, our 
i idy was in no condition to 
tibey ; fhe had, however, foreieen the 
ind, and contrived a fcheme of be- 
haviour for the occalitMi, winch fhe 
hwith put in execution. 

With an aii of uncommon chearful- 
nefs purpofely afTumed, (lie retired to 
hef.clol'et, on pietenceof complying with 
his defire, ar.d having employed a few 
minutes in rummaging her drawers, 
and difordering her moveable?, u:tered 
a loud flniek, that brought her father 
inflantly into the apartment, w litre he 
found his daughter toiling about her 
cloaths and trinkets with violent de- 
monftrations of diforder and affright, 
and heard her in a. lamentable f rain de- 
clare, that fite was robbed of her chain, 
and for ever undone. This was fofar 
from being an agreeable intimation to 
the jeweller, that he was ft ruck, dumb 
witi nt and vexation ; and 

it was not till after a long paufe, that 
he pronounced the word, • Sat 
v ith n emphafis ing the moll 

mortii furprize. 

Scon as that e>:ci . If om 

his lips, he flew to the eferitore as if 
inftinftively, and joining Wilhelmina 
in her occupation, tumbled it's whole 
contents upon the floor in a trice. 

While be was thus employed, in the 

■ ■ i filence, the wife of his 

J.ofom chanced to p way ; and 

feeing them both occupied with firch 

violent: and trepidation, believed at firii 

. they were certainly actuated by the 

rit of frenzy; but i (he inter- 

poicd, by aflcing with great earnettnefs, 
the caufe of fuch tranipoits and dirt raft- 
ed behaviour; and heard her hulband 
reply with an accent cf defpair, ' The 
* chain ! the chain of rny forefathers is 
' no more.' She immediately j'.ittified 
his emotion, bv undergoing the fame 
alarm, and without farther hefitation 
engaged herfelf in the fearch, beginning 
with a long, which might be compared 
to the hymn of battle among theGreeks, 
or rather more aptly to that which the 
Spartan females iung round the altar of 
Diar.a, I'm named Oithr.n ; for, it was 



attended with ftrange gerticuhtions, and 
in the courle of utterance became lb 
loud and flinll, that the gi , who 
by this time partly aflembled, be- 
ing confounded at the clamour, ruihed 
towards the place from whena it fieem- 
ed to proceed, and found their landlord, 
with his wife and daugnter, in the atti- 
tudes of diffraction and defpair. 

When they underftood the nature of 
the cafe, they condoled the family on 
their misfortune, and would have retired, 
on the fuppcfition that it would defeat 
the mirthful intent of their meeting j 
but the jeweller muttering up his whole 
temper and hofpitality, intreated them 



to excufe his diforder, 



fav 



our aim 



with their com; any, which, he obfeyved, 
was now mere than ever wanted, to 
difpel the melancholy ideas mfpired by 
his lofs. Not 1 .-.- i ing this apology, 

and the efforts he made in the lequel to 
entertain Ids friends with jollity and 
good-humour, his heart was io linked 
to the chain, that he cculd not detach 
himfelf from the thoughts of it, which 
invaded him at flier; intervals in Inch 
qualms as effectually fpoiled his appetite 
and hindered his digettion. 

He revolved within himfelf the cir- 
ri iftances of his difafter, and in can- 
vaffing all the probable means by which 
the chain could be Itolen, concluded 
that the deed mutt have been done by 
fome perfon in the family, who, in con- 
(Icuience of having accels to his daugh- 
ter s chamber, had either found the 
drawer left open by her careleffhefs and 
neglect, or found means to obtain a 
ialie key, by fome waxen impreffibn : 
for the locks of the eferitore were fafe 
and uninjured. His fulpicion being thus 
confined within his own houfe, ibme- 
tjmes pitched upon his woikmen, and 
times upon his wife; who, he 
thought, was the more likely to prac- 
tiie inch fineffe, as fhe confidered Wil- 
helmina in the light of a daughter-in- 
law, whole interett interfered with her 
ow , and who had often harangued to 
him in private, on the folly of leaving 
this very chain in the young lady's pbi- 
feflion. 

The more he confidered this fubjecl, 
he thought he faw the more reaf'on to 
attribute the damage he had fu (rained 
to the machinations of his fpoule; who, 
he did not doubt, was difpofed to fea- 
ther her own neft, at the expenceof him 
and his heirs j and who, with the fame 

hone ft 
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honeft intention, had already fecreted 
for her private nfc thole inconfiderable 
jewels, which of Lite had at difl 
times been miffing. Arroufcd by thele 
lentiments, he refolyed to retaliat' 
own fchemes, by contriving means to 
vifither cabinet in fee ret, and it polhMe, 
to rob the robber of the fpoils (he had 
gathered to his prejudice, without com- 
ing to any explanation, which i; 
end in domelhck turmoils and eternal 
difquiet. 

While the hufband exercifed his re- 
flection in this manner, his innocent 
mate did not allow the powers of he* 
imagination to reft in idlencl's and iloth. 
Her obfervations touching the lofs of 
the chain were fuch, as a lulpicious 
woman, biaiTed bv hatred and envy, 
would naturally make. To her it feem- 
ed highly improbable, that a thing of 
luch value, fo carefully deposited, mould 
vaniili without the connivance of it's 
keeper; and without much expence of 
conjecture, divined the true manner in 
which it was conveyed. The fole dif- 
ficulty that occurred in the refearches of 
her fagacity, was to know the gallant 
who had been favoured with fuch a 
pledge of Wilhelmina's affection; for, 
as the reader will eafilv imagine, me 
never dreamed of viewing Ferdinand 
in that odious perfpective. In order to 
fatisfy her curiofity, discover this h:ippy 
favourite, and be revenged on her petu- 
lant rival, (lie prevailed upon the jew- 
eller to employ a fcout, who fhould 
watch all night upon the (fair, without 
the knowledge of any other perfon in 
the family; alledging, that in ail like- 
lihood, the houfe maid gave private ad- 
mittance to fome lover, who was the 
author of ail the loffes they had lately 
red, and that they might poflibly de- 
tect him in his no<5t urnal adventures; and 
obferving, that it would be imprudent 
to intimate their deiign to Wilhelmina, 
ieit through the heedlefmels and indif- 
cretion of youth, (he might chai, > 
divulge the lecret, fo as to fruit rate 
aim. 

A Swifs, in whofe honeft y t!i^ Ger- 
man could confide, being hired tor this 
purpofe, was polled in a daik con, 
the Itair-cafc, within a few paces of the 
door, which he was directed to wati h ; 
and actually flood centmel thn 
without perceiving the I:. It objeel of 
fufpicion ; but on the founh, the ■ 
ihrs of our adventurer conduced him 



to the fpot, on his voyage to the apart- 
ment oi his dulcinea, with whom he 
had pre-concerted the aflignation. Hav- 
ing mad lignal, which confided of 
n her door, he was im- 

itely admitted ; and the Swifs no 
(boner faw him fairly honied, than he 
crept loltly to the other door, that was 

pen for the purpofe, and gave im- 
mediate intimation of what he had per- 
ceived: this intelligence, however, he 
could not convey lb lecretly, but the 
i v rs, who were always vigilant upon, 
thele occafions, overheard a lort of com- 
motion in the jeweller's chamber, the 
caufe of which their apprehenlion was 
ingenious enough to comprehend. 

We have formerly obferved, that our 
adventurer could not make his retreat 
by the door, without running a very 
great rilk of being detected, and the ex- 
pedient of the chimney he had no incli- 
nation to repeat ; lb that he found him- 
felf in a very uncomfortable dilemma, 
and was utterly abandoned by all his 
invention and addrefs ; when his mif- 
trefs, in a whifper, delired him to begin 
a dialogue aloud, in an apology, im- 
porting, that he had mi (taken the door; 
and that his intention was to vilit her 
father touching a ring belonging to the 
young Count Melville, which (tie knew 
Fathom had put into his hands in 
der 10 be altered. 

Ferdinand feizing the hint, availed 
himl'elt of it without delay, and un- 
bolting the door, pronounced in an au- 
dible voice, 'Upon my honour, Mi 
' demoifelle, you wrong my intention, 
' it you imagine I came hither with 
, efpeitfu] or di (honourable mo( 

* I have bulinefs with your father, which 
' cannot bo delayed till to- morrow, v 

' out manifest prejudice to my friend 
' and myfclf j therefore I took the h- 

* berty of viliting him at thele untimely 

• hours; and it has been my misfor- 

• tune to mi (take the door in the dark. 
'II Ion for my involuntary in 

' trufion ; and again afl'ure you, that 
' no; 1 from mythou 

' th m any di fign to violate that r< 

ich I have always entertained tot 
■ you and your father's family/ 

To tii ■ ranee, which was di- 

: • by i!i ■ tJ...:i in and 

wife, who by ill is tune fli od 

. ' ' r, the young lady replied 

la cent of d. , ( ,m 

' . uid to b< • 
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' arc conducted by honour ; but, you 
' muft give me leave to tell you, that 
' your miftake is a little extraordinary, 
' and your vifit, even to my father, at 
' thistimeof the night, altogether unfea- 
' fonable, if not myfterious. As for 
' the interruption I have fuffered in my 

* repofe, I impute it to my own forget- 

* fulncfs, in leaving my door unlocked; 
' and blame mylelf So feverely for the 
' omifllon, that I Shall to-morrow put 

* it out of my own power to be guilty 
c ol the like for the future, by ordering 

* the pafTage to he nailed up : mean 
c while, if you would perfuade me of 
' your well-meaning, you will inftarit- 
' ly withdraw, left my reputation mould 
' fufTer by your continuance in my 

* apartment.'' 

* Madam," anfwered our hero, ' I will 

* not give you an opportunity to repeat 

* the command, which I mail forthwith 
' obey, after having in treated you once 

* more to forgive the difturbance I have 
' given.' So laying, he gentk opened 
the door, and at fight of the German 
and his wife, who he well knew wait- 
ed for his exit, ftarted back, and gave 
tokens of confufion, which were partly 
real, and partly affected. The jeweller, 
fully Satisfied with Fathom's declara- 
tion to his daughter, received him with 
a coraplaifant look ; and, in order to 
alleviate his concern, gave him to un- 
derstand that he already knew the rea- 
fon of his being in that apartment, and 
defired to be informed of what had 
procured him the honour to fee him at 
fuch a juncture. 

' My dear friend,' faid our adven- 
turer, pretending to recollect him&I'f 
with difficulty, < I am utterly aSharrie 1 
' and confounded to be discovered in 
' this Situation ; but as you have over- 
' heard what paffed between Mademoi- 
' felle and me, I know you will do juf- 
' tice to my intention, and forgive my 
' miftake. After begging pardon for 
' having intruded upon your family at 

* thefe hours, I mnft now tell you, that 
' my coufin Count Melville was Sbrne- 

* time ago lb much mifreprefented to his 
' mother, by certain malicious-informers, 
' who delight i:i lowing diScord in pri- 
« vate families, that (he actually believ- 

* ed hei lbn an extravagant Spendthrift, 
«, who had not only coni'umed his remit- 
j tances in the moll riotous Scenes of 
'■ dilbrder, but alio indulged a perni- 
«.cious appetite fdygaming to Such a 



* degree, that he had loft all his cloaths 

* and jewels at play. In confequence 
' of fuch falfe information, (he expof-- 

* tulated with him in a Severe letter, and 

* defired he would tranfmit to her that 

* ring which is in your cuftody, it being 

* a family ftone, for which (he expreffed 

* an inestimable value. The young 
' gentleman, in his anfwer to her re- 
« proof, endeavoured to vindicate him- 
' felf from the aSperSions which had 
' been calt upon his character; and with 
c regard to the ring, told her it was at 
' preSent in the hands of a jeweller, in 
' order to be new let, according to her 
' own directions, and that whenever it 
1 Should be altered, he would fend it 

* home to her by Some Safe conveyance. 
' This account the good lady took for 

* an evafion, and upon that Supposition 
' has again written to him, in Such a 
' .provoking Style, that although the 
« letter arrived but half an hour ago, 
' he is determined to diipatch a courier 
' before morning with the mifchievous 
' nng, for which, in compliance with 
' the impetuofity of his temper, I have 
' taken the freedom to difturb you at 

* this unfeafonable hour.' 

The German paid implicit faith to 
every circumftance of this ftory, which 
indeed could not well be fuppofed to be 
invented extempore; the ring was im- 
mediately reftored, and our adventurer 
took his leave, congratulating himSelf 
upon his Jignal deliverance from the 
Snare in which he had fallen. 



CHAP. XVII. 

rH£ STEP- dame's suspicions be- 
ing AWAKENED, SHE LAYS A 
SNARE FOR OUR ADVENTURER, 
FROM WHICH HE IS DELIVERED' 
EV THE INTERPOSITION OF HIS 
GOOD GENIUS. 

THOUGH the huSband Swallowed 
the bait without farther inquiry, 
the penetration of the wife was not fe>. 
eafily deceived : that fame dialogue in 
Wilhelmina's apartment, far. from al-i 
laying, rather inflamed her Sulpicion; 
becaule, in the iike emergency, (he her-' 
felf had once profited by the famej or 
nearly the fame contrivance. Without 
communicating her doubts to the father,' 
She refolded to double her attention to 
the daughter's rut'ure conduit, gntfkeep* 

fuch. 
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fuch a ftrict eye over the behaviour of 
our gallant, that he fhouUI find it very 
difficult, if not impollible, to elude her 
obicrvation. For this purpole, flic took 
into her pay an old maiden, of the right 
four cKfpoDtion, who lived in an houfe 
oppolite to her own, and din-fled liu to 
follow the young lady in all her out- 
goings, whenever (he Ihould receive from 
the window a certain fignal, which the 
mother- in.- Jaw agreed to make for the 
occalion. It was not long before this 
fcheme fucceeded to her wifh. The 
door of communication betwixt Wil- 
helmina's apartment and the (lair ca'e 
being nailed up by the jeweller's exprefs 
order, our adventurer was altogether 
deprived of tho'.e opportunities he had 
hitherto enjoyed; and was not at all 
mortified to find himielf (6 reftricted in 
a correfpondence which began to be 
tirefome and difagreeable : but the cafe 
was far otherwile with his dulcinea, 
whofe paflion, the more it wa» thwarted, 
raged with greater violence; like a fire 
that, from the attempts that are made to 
extinguish it, gathers greater force, and 
flames with double fury. 

Upon the fecond day of her misfor- 
tune, (lie had written a ven tender bil- 
let, lamenting her unhappinefs in being 
deprived cf thofc meetings which conlli- 
tnted the chief joy of her life, and in- 
.ig him to contrive fome means of 
renewing the delicious commerce in an 
unl'ufpecied place. Tlv.s intimation (he 
propoled to convey privately into the 
band of her lover, during his next vifit 
to the family ; but both were fo narrow- 
ly eyed by the mother, that (he found 
the execution of her defign impractica- 
ble; and next foienoon, <>n pretence of 
going to church, repaired to the houfe 
of a companion, who, being alio her 
confidante, undertook to deliver the 
billet with her own hand. 

The (lie dragon employed by her 
mother, in obed.ence to the lign which 
was dilplayed from the window, imme- 
diately put on her veil, and followed 
Wiihelmin i at a diftance, uncil flic law 
her fairly houf'ed; fhe would not even 
then return from her excurfion, but 
hovered about in fight of the door, with 
a view of m: king farther obf'ervations : 
in lefs than five minutes afur the young 
lady difappeared, the d out perceived her 
coming out, accompanied by her com- 
rade, from whom fhe irifiantly parted, 
and bent her way towards the church in 
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good earned:, while the other (leered her 
courfe in another direction. ThedUenna, 
after a moment's fulpi nfe and confideT* 

ation, divined the true caule of this 
fhort vilit, and refolved to watch the 
motions of the confidante, whom (lie 
traced to the academy in winch our hero 
lodged, and from which fhe (aw her re- 
turn, after the fuppofed meffage was 
delivered. 

Fraught with this intelligence, the 
rancorous undei (trapper, hied her home 
to the jeweller's wife, and made a faith- 
ful recital of what fhe had feen ; com- 
municating, at the lame time, her own 
conjectures on the fubject. Her em- 
ployer was equally attonifhed and in- 
cenfed at this information; (lie was 
leized with all that frenzy which takes 
poffeflion of a flighted woman, when 
fhe finds herfelf fupplanted by a dcteited 
rival ; and, in the firfl tranfports of her 
indignation, devoted them as facrifices 
to her vengeance ; nor was her furprize 
lb much the effect of his diilimulatiun, 
as of his want of talte and difcernment. 
She inveighed againlt him;, not as the 
rao(! treacherous lover, but as the moll 
abject wretch, in courting the fmiles of 
fuch an aukward dowdy, while he en- 
joyed the favours of a woman who had 
numbered princes in the train of her ad- 
mirers. For the brilliancy of her at- 
tractions, fuch as they at preterit fhone, 
fhe appealed to the decilion of her mi- 
niftcr, who confulted her own latisfac- 
tion and intereft, by Mattering the others 
vanity and rci'entment ; and fo unac- 
countable did the depravity of our hero's 
judgment appear to this conceited dame, 
that flic began to believe there was fome 
miftakein the perfon, and to hope that 
Wilhelmina's gallant was not in reality 
her profeffed admirer Mr. Fathom, but 
rather one of his fellow lodgers, whole 
paflion he favoured with his meditation 
and alfiltancc. 

On this notion, which nothing but 
mere vanity could have infpiied, in op- 
polition to fo many more weighty pre- 
sumptions, fhe took the refolution of 
bringing the affair to a fuller explana- 
tion, before (he would concert any mea- 
lr.i > to the prejudice of our adventurer, 
and forthwith difpatched her fpy back 
to In-* lodgings, to folicit on the part of 
Wilhelmina an immediate anfwer to the 
letter he had received. This was an ex- 
pedition with winch the old maiden 
would have willingly dilpenled, becauie 
G it 
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it was founded Upon nu uncertainty, 
which might be attended with trouhle- 
< oniequences ; but rather than be 
<h; means of retard in gociarion, 

fib productive of : I of mifchief 

which is particularly a ro all of 

her tribe, Ihe undertook to manage and 
effeft the difcovery, i'i full confidence 
ol her own talents and nee. 

With Inch a fund of felffufficienCy 
nn I initiation, (he repaired to the aca- 
demy on the inftant, and enquiring for 
Mr. Fathom, was introduced to lus 
apartment, where (he found him in live 
very act of writing a billet to the 
eller's daughter. The artful agent hav- 
ing afked, with the hayfterious air of an 
expert go-between, if he had not lately 
received a meilage from a certain young 
lady j and being anfwercd in the affirm- 
ative, give him to understand, that (lie 
he lie, f was a perfoii favoured with the 
friendfhip ami confidence of Wilhel- 
mina, whom (he had known from her 
cradle, and often dandled on her knee } 
then, in the genuine ftyle of a prattling 
dry-nurfe, flie launched out in encomi- 
ums on his dulcinea's beauty and 1' 
»efs of temper, recounting many iimple 
occurrences of her infancy and child- 
hood ; and finally, dsfirmg a more cir- 
eumrtantial anfwer to that which (be 
had lent- to him by her friend Catherina. 
In the courfe of her loquacity fire had 
alfo, according to her inftrudtiens, hint- 
ed at the misfortune of the door; and, 
on the whole, performed her cue with 
fuch dexterity and difcretion, that our 
politician was actually over-reached, 
and having finiflied bis epiftle, com- 
mitted it to her care, with many verbal 
exprefiions of.eternal love and fidelity 
to his charming Wilhelmina. 

The melTenger doubly lejoiced at her 
atchievement, which not only recom- 
mended her miniitry, but alfb gratified 
her malice, returned to her principal 
with great exultation > and, delivering 
the letter, the reader will eafily conceive 
the tranfports of that lady, when (he 
read the contents of it in thefe wor I 

5 ANGELICA WILHELMINA! 

' HpO forget thofe extatick fcenes we 
-"- ' hav£- enjoyed together, or even 

* live without the continuation of that 

* mutual blifs, were to quit a!l title to 
« perception, and refign every hope of 

* future happmefti i\o ! my -etoaiatier, 



while my head retains the lea-ft fparkv 
of invention, and my heart glows with 
the rel'olution of a man, our corre- 
fpondence (lull not be cut off by the 
machinations of an envious ftep-mo- 
. , who nevtr had attractions to in- 
Cpire a generous paflion ; and now 
that age and wrinkles have delhoyed 
what little fhare of beauty fne once 
poflefied, endeavours, like the fiend 
in paradife, to blafl thofe joys in others 
from which (lie is herfelf eternally ex- 
clu led . Doubt not, dear fovereign of 
my foul ! that I will fhidy, with all the 
eagernefs of defiring love, how to frul- 
trate her malicious intention, and re- 
new thofe tranfporting moments, the 
remembrance of which now warms 
the bread of your ever conftant 

' Fathom.' 



Had our lvero murdered her father, 
or left her a difconfolate widow, by 
effecting the death of her dear hufband, 
there might have been a poffibihty of 
her exerting the Chriflian virtues of re- 
fignation and forgi.venefs j but fuch a 
perf nal outrage as that contained in this 
e, precluded all hope of pardon, 
and rendered 
tion. 



penitence of n.> (igmfica- 
is atrccious crime being now 
fully alcertained, this virago gave a 
roofe to her - relentmenr, which became 
fo loud and tempeifuous, that her in- 
former (huddered at the (form flie had 
raifed, and, began to repent of having 
communicated the intelligence which 
itemed to have fuch a viol rut effec~t upon 
her brain. 

She endeavoured, however, to. allay 
the agitation, by flattering her fancy 
with the profpect of revenge, and gra- 
dually foothed her into a (tare of deli- 
berateire; during which flie determined 
to take ample vengeance on the delin- 
quent. In the zenith of her rage, Ave 
would have had immediate recourse to 
poifbr. or (tee!, had (he not been diverted 
from her mor:al purpo-fe by her coun- 
fellor, who reprelented the danger of 
engaging in fuch violent - meafmes, 
and propofed a more (ecu-re fcherqe, 
in the execution of which ihe would 
fee tht; perfidious wretch iulficiemly 
punifhed, without any hazard to her 
own-perfbn or rep;,,. , ■>.. Sheadyifed 
her to inform the jeweller of Fathom's 
elforts to feduce her conjugal fidel 
and impart to him apian, by wheh he 

would 
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would have it in liis power t i di u fl our 
adventurer in the »ery aft of praftifing 
h . i rtoe. 
Tin- lady relifhed h i Pal, and 

actually n to make i tion 

with Ferdinand, as ufual, no- 

tice of the appointment t.) her bulb 
that he might perfonally difcover the 
treachery or h ; < pretended friend, and 
inflict 1 upon him foch chnrtilcment r.s 
the German's brutal chTpoiition Hi 
I ■■ tamed by that fp 

vocation. Had this project 
brought • . . i (I in nil like- 

lihood would have been Hi/q»alrfi 

jmg in any future intrigue; but 
t the ddigu (lion hi be 
defeated, in order toreierve him for n i 
important occafions. 

Before the circumftances of the plan 
I be adjuftcd, it was his 'good for- 
tune to meet his dulcinea in the Ineet, 
an<l in the midft of their nmtu.il condo- 
lence on • • option they had Arl 
ed in their corceibondence, he allured 
her, that he would never give his in- 
vention refpite until he mould have ve- 
rified the protections contained in the 
tetter he hid delivered to her dil< 
agent. This alluiion to a billet Ail h d 
never received, did not fail to alarm her 
fears, and introduce a very mortifying 
explanation, in which he lo accurately 
delcribed the perfen of the meffenger, 
that ftie forthwith cemprehended the 
and communicated to our hero her 
ments en that fnbjecl. 
T hough he expreflfed infinite anxiety 
and chagrin at this misfortune, which 
could not fail to raife new obll iclcs to 
love, his heart was a (hanger to 
the u'nneaiinefs he afFefted ; and i 
pleafed with (he occafion, whi - 
1'ir! i(h him with pretences to with 
himlelf gradually from an intercom fo, 
lis time become equally cloying and 
tinprofi i Being well acqu 

r's temperament, he 
gaeffed the p lunation of her 

I -hts, and e I 

e the jewel irly in her revenge, 

(lived from that moment todifcon 
nnue his vifii gOard 

ny future interview with the 
, whom : impla- 

le. 
It was well for our adv that 

mefoieaftnably interpofed ; 
. me day, in the afternoon 1 , he 
. iVowred with ^ bilh t from the jew- 
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'a wife, couched in the fame tender 

(he had formerly ufed, and im- 

ig an earned defire of feeing him 
next day, at the ■ I rendezvous. 

Although his penetration w:;s fulficient 

roeive the drift "I this ineflTage, or 

at lent todifcern th rilk he mould run 

with her requefr, yet he 

was willing to be more fully certified oi 

the truth of hi'"- fu/pician, and wrote an 

rto the billet, in which he affured 
her, that he would repair to the place of 
appointment, wiih all the punctuality 
of an impatient lover. Nevertheless, 
in (lead of performing this piomile. he, 
in the morning, took poll in a publick 

oppofite to the place of allignn- 
tior., ia order to reconnoitre the ground j 
and about neon had the pleafure of fee- 

the German, wrapped in a cioak, 
enter the door of his -.• iie's (he friend, 
I ugh the appointment was fixed at 
fivi m the evening. Fathom blefled 
d angel, for having conducted 
him clear of this conspiracy, and kept 
his ftation with great tranquillity, till 
hour of meeting, when he beheld 
his enraged Thaleftris t:«ke the fame 
route, and enjoyed her difappointment 
with in i ibl fatisfe&i n. 

Thus favoured with a pretext, he 
took his leave of her, in a letter, giving 
Iter to understand, that he was no It ran - 
ger to the barbarous fnare flie had laid 
for him ; and upbraiding her with hav- 
ing made fuch an ungrateful return for 
all his tendernefs and attachment. She 
was not backward in conveying a reply 
to this expostulation, which feemed tc» 
have been dictated in all the diitrartion 
of a proud woman who fees her vcu- 
geane I, as well as her love dif- 

dained- Her letter was nothing but * 

. of reproaches, menaces, 
incoherent execrations. She taxed hint 
with knavery, infeniibility, and difii- 
mulation ; imprecated a thousand cut les 
upon his head ; and threatened not only 
to per (ecu te his life with ?il tiiearts that 
hell and malice could infpire, but 
I i .. und him in the pctfon of her 

liter- in- law, who (hould be in- 
m a convent, where ihe 
woui leifure to repent oi thole 

loole and diforderly pr»< tices, which he 
bad tati rto and oi v, '., i h 

Aie could i. 'i pretend innocence, as they 
had it in their pow< r '^ conhont her with 
the evidence of her lover's own con? 
ieilitin. Vet ail this denunciation was 
ij i .lined 



4 6 



FERDINAND COUNT FATHOM. 



qualified with an alternative, by which 
he was given to unfterftand, that the 
gates of mercy were Mill open, and that 
penitence was capable of warning out 
the decpeft (tain of guilt. 

Ferdinand read the whole remon- 
strance with great compofure and mo- 
deration, and was content to incur the 
hazard of her hate, rather than put her 
to the trouble of making fuel) an effoit 
of generofity, as would induce her to 
forgive the heinous offence he had com- 
mitted ; nor did his aporehenfion for 
Wilhelmina in the leall influence his 
behaviour on this occafion : fo zealous 
was he for her fpiritual concerns, that 
he would have been glad to hear flie had 
actually taken the veil ; but he knew 
fuch a ffep was not at all agreeable to 
her difpofition, and that no violence 
would be offered to her inclinations on 
that fcore, unlefsher ftep-mother mould 
communicate to the father that letter 
of Fathom's which fhe had intercepted, 
and by which the German would be 
convinced of his daughter's backflid- 
ing; but this meafure, he rightly fup- 
pofed, the wife would not venture to 
take, left the hufband, inftead of tak- 
ing her advice touching the young lady, 
Should feek to compromife the affair, by 
offering her in marriage to her de- 
baucher; a proffer, which, if accepted, 
would overwhelm the mother with vex- 
ation and defpair. He therefore chofe 
to truft to the effects of lenient time, 
•which he hoped would gradually weaken 
the refentment of this Penthefilea, and 
diffolve his connection with the other 
parts of the family, from which he 
longed to be totally detached. 

How well foever he might have fuc- 
cceded in his attempts to make off the 
yoke of the mother, who, by her htu- 
ation in life, was retrained from pro- 
fecuting thofe meafures her refentment 
had planned againft his fortitude and 
indifference ; he would have found 
greater difficulty than he had forefeen, 
in difengaging himfcif from the daugh- 
ter, whole aftec~r.ions he had won under 
the mod folemn profeflions of honour 
and ftdelitvj and who, now (he was 
debarred of his company and conver- 
sation, and in danger of lofing him for 
ever, had aft u ally taken the refolution 
of difclofing the amour to her father, 
that he might interpofe in behalf of her 
peace and reputation, and lecure her 
jtsppihefs by the ian&ion of the church. 



CHAP. XVI II. 

OUR HERO DEPARTS FROM VIEN- 
NA, AND QUITS THE DOMAIN OF 
VENUS FOR THE ROUGH FIELD 
OF MARS. 

LUCKILY for our adventurer, 
before he adhered to this deter- 
mination, the young Count De Mel- 
ville was fummoned to Preiburg by 
his father, who defired to fee him, 
before he fliould take the field, in con» 
fequence of a rupture between the em- 
peror and the French king ; and Fathom 
of courfe quitted Vienna, in order to 
attend his patron, after he and Renaldo 
had reftded two whole years in that ca- 
pital, where the former had made him- 
felf perfect in all the polite exercifes, 
become mafter of the French tongue, 
and learned to fpeak the Italian with 
great facility ; over and above thole 
other accompliihments in which we 
have reprefented him as an inimitable 
original. 

As for the young count, his exte- 
riors were fo much improved by the 
company to which he had accefs, fince 
his departure from his father's houle, 
that his parents were equally (bronzed 
and overjoyed at the alteration. All 
that aukvvardnefs and ruiticity which 
hung upon his deportment, was, like 
the rough coat of a diamond, polifhed 
away; the connection and difpofition 
of his limbs, itemed to have been ad- 
justed anew; his carriage was become 
eafy, his air p^rfeclly genteel, and his 
converfation gay and unreflrained. The 
merit cf this reformation was in a treat 
meafure afcribed to the c?re and ex- 
ample of Mr. Fathom, who was re- 
ceived by the old count and his lady 
with marks of fingular friend (hip am] 
efteem ; nor was he overlooked by 
Mademoifeile, who (till rerr-ained in a 
ftate of celibacy, and feemed to have 
refigned ail hope of altering her condi- 
tion; me expreiied uncommon fatisfac- 
tion at the return of her old favourite, 
and re- admitted him into the fame de- 
gree of familiarity with which he had 
been honoured before his depaiture. 

The joy of Tereia was lb excefjive at 
his arrival, that (he could icarce fup- 
prefs her raptures, fo as to conceal them 
from the notice of the family ; and our 
hero, upon this occaficn, performed the 
part of an excruiiite aclor, in diflembling 

thofe 
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thofe trnnfports which his bofom never 
knew. So well had this pupil retained 
lellbnsof her inltructor, th.it in the 
midfl oftho/e fraudulent appropi iatipns, 
which (lie dill continued to make, fhe 
found means to fupporl li i intereft and 
character with Madernoiftlle, and eweu 
t > acquire Aich influence in thr family, 
that no other lervant, male or femaie, 
could pretend to live i ndei the fame 
roof, without paying meeflknt homage 
to this art hi) waiting-woman, nnd yield- 
ing the molt abject fubmiflion to her 
will. 

The young gentlermn having tarried 
at Piefbuig about fix weeks, during 
which a fmall field -equipage was pre- 
pared for Renaldo, they repaired to l he 
camp at Heilbron', under the auf'pices 
of Count Metville, in wh fe regiment 
t'.ey carried arms as volunteers, with a 
view to merit promotion in the fervice, 
by their own perfonal behaviour. Our 
a.lvenmrer would have willingly dif- 
penled with this occaiion of fignnliting 
bimfelf, his talents being much better 
adapted to another fphere of lift ; ne- 
verthelefs, he affected uncommon ala- 
crity 3t the profpect of gathering laurels 
:n the field, and mhferibed to his for- 
tune with a good grace ; foi feeing, that 
even in a campaign, a man of his art 
and ingenuity, might find means to 
confult his corporal fafety, without anv 
danger to his reputation. Accordingly, 
before he had hied full three weeks, in 
camp, the damp fituation and fudden 
change in his way of life, had iuch a 
violent effect upon his constitution, that 
he was deprived of the uie of all his 
limbs j and mourned without ceafing, 
h:s hud fate, by which he fuund him- 
felf precluded from all opportunity of 
exerting Lis diligence, courage, and 
activity, in the character of a foldier, 
to which he Bow afpire I. 

iialdo.who was actually enamour- 
ed ol a martial life, and mnTed DO oc- 
cafion of diftingnifhing hhnfelf, con- 
foled his companion, with great cor- 
diality, encouraged him with the hope 
of feeing his eonftitution familiarized 
to the inconveniences of a cam;>, and ac- 
commodated him with everything which 
he ilwught would alleviate the pain of 
his body, as well as the anxiety of his 
mind. The old count, who fincerely 
fympatized with his affliction, would 
perfuaded him to retire into quar- 
ters, where he could be carefully nuri I, 
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and provided with eve) v thing necelTa- 
ry to a perfc-n in his condition; but luch 
was his dlire of glory, that he ielilteJ 
Iks patron's importunities with great 
constancy, till at length, feeing the old 
gentleman obftinately determined to con- 
lult his health, by removing him fiom 
the field, he gradually fuffeved himielf 
to recover the ufe of his hands, made 
fhif t to fit up in his bed, and amufe him- 
felf with cards or back-gammon, and 
notwithstanding the feeble condition of 
his legs, ventured to ride out on horfe- 
back, to vilit the lines ; though the 
count and his fon would never yield to 
his folicitatiorts lb far, as to let him 
accompany Renaldo in thofe excuifions 
and reconnoitering parties by which a 
volunteer inures himielf to toil and pe- 
ril, and acquires that knowledge in the 
operations of war, which qualifies him 
for a command in the fervice. 

Not.-.ithlt.iiiding this exemption from 
all ditty, our adventurer managed mat- 
ters Co as to pais for a youth of infinite 
mettle, and even rendered his backward- 
nefs and timidity fubfervient to the fup- 
portof that character, by expreffing an 
impatience of lying inactive, and a de- 
fire of iignalizing his prowefs, which 
even the difabled condition of his body 
could l'carce reftrain. He mult be a man 
of very weak nerves and exceffive irre- 
fblution, who can live in the midlt of 
actual fervice, without imbibing lome 
portion of military fortitude; danger 
becomes habitual, and lolVs a great part 
of it's terror ; and as fear is often caught 
by contagion, fo is courage communi- 
ca 1 among the individuals of an ai my. 
The hope of fame, defire of honouis 
and preferment, envy, emulation, arm] 
the dread of dlfgrace, are motives whicri 
co-operate in fuppreffing that averfion to 
I or mutilation, which nature hath 
inted in the human mind ; an«l 
fore, it is not to be wondered at, 
it Fathom, who was naturally chicken- 
hearted, gained fome advantages oyer 
his difpofition, before the end of the 
campaign, which happened to be nei- 
thei perilous nor fevere, 

During the winter, while both armies 
remained in quarters, our adventurer 
attended his patron to Prefourg; and be- 
fore the troops were in motion, Renal Jo 
obtained a commifl'uii, in conlequence 
of which, he went into garnlon at Plii- 
liplburg, whither he was followed by 
our hero, while the old count's duty 

called 
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called him to the fii Id in a 
place. Ferdinand (• r fome tint 
reafon to be difTatisfied with this dif- 

polltion, by which lie was at once de- 
livered from the fatigues of a canij> 
and the infpection of a feveie cenfor, 
in the perfon of Count Melville; and 
his fatis faction was (till increafed by 
an accidental meeting with the Tyro- 
leze, who had been his confeder te ' 
Vienna, and now chanced to ferve in 
garrifon on the fame footing with him • 
felf. Thefetwo knights-errant renewed 
their former correfpondence ; and, as all 
foldiers are addicted to gaming, lev: d 
contributions upon all thofe officers who 
had money to lofe, and temerity to 
play. 

However, they had not long puilued 
this branch of traffick, when their fuc- 
cefs was interrupted by a very ferious 
occurrence, that for the prefent entirely 
detached the gentlemen in the garrifon 
from fuch amufements. The French 
troops invested Fort Kehl, fituated on 
the Rhine, oppofite to Strafburg, and 
the Imfperial.ifts dreading that the next 
llorm would fall upon Philipfburg, cm- 
ployed themfelves with great diligence, 
to put that important fortrefs in a pro- 
per pofhire of defence. If the fufpen- 
fion of play was difuleafing to our 
hero, the expectation of being belleged 
was by no means more agreeable. He 
knew the excellence of the French en- 
gineers, the power of their artillery, 
and the perfeverance of their general : 
he felt, by anticipation, the toils of 
hard duty upon the works, the horrors 
of night alarms, cannonading, bom- 
bardment, fillies, and mines blown 
up; and deliberated with himffelf, whe- 
ther or not he mould privately with- 
draw, and take refuge among the be- 
fiegers; but when he reflected that Inch 
a Hep, bciides the infamy that mull 
attend if, would be iike that of running 
uponScyH'a,feeking toavoidCharybdisj 
as he would be exuded to more danger 
and inconvenience in the trenches, than 
he could poffibly undergo in the town, 
and after all 1 un the rifk of being taken 
and treated as a deferter; upon thefe eon- 
fiderations, he refolved to fubmit hi'rri- 
felf to his deliiny, and endeavoured to 
mitigate the rigour of his fate, by thofe 
si ts he had formerly practifed with fuc- 
cels. He accordingly found means to 
enjoy a very bad Hate of health during 
the whole iiege, which lafted about fix 



the trenches were opened ; 
and then 1 iti marched out by' 

capitulation, with all the honours of 
war. 



CHAP. XIX. 

HE TUTS HIMSELF UNDER THF. 
GUIDANCE OF HIS ASSOCIATE, 
AND STUMBLES UPON THE 
FRENCH CAMP, WHERE HE FI- 
NISHES HIS M 1 L IT A R Y C A R E E R . 

NOTHING clfe of moment was 
tranfacted during that campaign ; 
and in the winter, our adventurer, with 
the young count, and his friend the 
Tyroleze, were difpofed in quarters of 
cantonment, where Ferdinand made 
himfelf amends for the chagrin he had 
undergone, by the exercile of thofe 
talents in which he exceHed. Not that 
he was fatisfied with the inhere' of life 
in which he acted ; though he knew 
himfelf confurnmate in theart of play, he 
was not at all ambitious ol a garfiefter^ 
name; nor did he find himfelf difpofed 
to hazard thofe difcoveries and expla- 
nations to which heroes- of that elafs 
arc fometimes necefTarilyexppfed. His 
aim was to dwell among the tents of 
civil life, unditturbed by quarrels and 
the din of war, and render mankind 
fubi'ervient to his interett, not !>v ftra- 
tagems which irritate, but by that fup- 
plenefs of infinuation, which could iibt 
fail to foofhe the temper of thole on 
whom he meant to prev. 

He law that all his expectations of 
Count Melville's future favour, were 
connected with his choice of a military 
life; and that his promotion in the 
lervice would, in a great meafure, de- 
pond upon his peiionai behaviour in 
inch emergencies as he did not at all 
wifh to encounter. On the other harfd, 
he confided lb much in his own dekt&iry 
and addrefsj that he never doubted of 
beingableto rear a fplendid fortui 
himfelf, provided he could once obtain 
a fixed and firm foundation. lie had, 
in fancy, often enjoyed a profpeft of 
England, not only as his native coun- 
try, to which, like a true citizen, !k 
longed to be united ; but alio as the 
land ol promife, flowing with miik and 
honey, and abounding with fubjefls on 
which he knew his talents would be 
properly exercifed. 

Tht 
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Tbefe i tfleclions never occurred v. ith- 
out leaving a ft] . predion upon 

the mind >'t oui adventurer, which in- 
fluenced his deliberations in iuch a 
, as at length amounted to a 
ution of withdrawing him- 
privately from a fervice that teemed 
with ible events, and of ti mi 

liimfelf into the country of his 
anceftors, which he eonfidered as the 
Canaan of all able adventurers. I>ut, 
previous to his appearance on thai I 
he was defirous of vifitiug the metro- 
polis ot France, in which he hoped to 
improve himfelf in the knowledge ot 
men and tilings, and acquire fuch in- 
telligence -as would qualify him to act 
a more important part upon the j>iitith 
(ccne. Atter hiving for fame time in- 
dulged thefe profpe&s in fee ret, he de- 
termined to accornm felf with 
the company and e: of the 
Tyroleze, whom, under the fpecipus 
title of an afTocia'e, he knew he could 
convert into a very Serviceable tool, in 
forwarding the execution of his own 
projects. 

Accordingly, the inclination of this 
confederate was founded by diliant 
Lints; and being found apt, oui hero 
made him privy to his deugn of decamp- 
ing without beat of drum ; though, al 
the lame time, he begged his advice, 
touching the method of their departure, 
t'i it he might retire with as much de- 
licacy as the nature of iuch a (tip woul 1 
permit. Divers confutations were held 
upon this fubject, before they a [here i 
to the refolution of making their efcape 
iioni tiie army, afrer it lliould have 
taken the field in the Spring; bee 
in that cafe, they would have frequent 
opportunities of going abroad on fo- 
ig parties, and during one of thefe 
excursions, might retire in fuel) a n. 
as to perfuade their companions that 
they had fallen into i he en 
Agreeable to thia detern 
p w :s no looner formed in All 
than our auociates began to make pre- 
parations for their inarch, ami had al- 
ready taken all the previous 
foi theii i! parture, when an s cidenl 
happened, which our hero did not t 
convert to Irs own idvanl 
no othej than the defert ion ol !' 
valet, \\hu, in confequtnee <■'.' a 
dullifenitnt.v. . .ad rich i) merited, 

thought propes to diiiippear, aftei hav- 
ing plundered, his portmanu , 
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which he had forced open for the pur- 
. Ferdinand, who was the firlt per- 
fon that discovered the theft, immedi- 
ately comprehended the whole adven- 
. and taking it for granted that the 
|Uent would never return, refolved 
inifh what the fugitive had imper- 
. performed. 
Being favoured with the unreferved 
confidence of the young count, he in- 
ly had recourle to his bureau, the 
leeks of which he found means to burft 
i, and examining a private drawer 
eat art to conceal Re- 
naldo's jewels and cafii, made hi 
mailer of the contents without heiita- 
tion ; then cutting open his cloak bag, 
and ftrewing the tent with, bis linen ami 
in to raife his voice, and 
produce fuch a clamour as alarmed the 
whole neighbourhood, and brought a 
great many officers into ihe tent. 

lie, on this, as on all other occafions, 
rmed Ins cue to a miracle, ex- 
preffing confufion and concern fo na- 
turally in his geltures and exclamation, 
that no man could poffibly fufpeel his 
fincerity ; nay, to Iuch a degree of fine lie 
lis cunning amount, tnat when his 
friend and patron entered, in conlequence 
n intimation he foon of his 

iois, our adventurer exhibited undoubt- 
ed ligns of diftraftion and delirium : 
(bringing upon Renaldo with all th„ 
frantick fury of a bedlamite, ' Villain !' 
cried he, ' reftore the effects you have 
* ltole from your m after, or you mail 
' be immediately committed to the care 
' of the prevot !' However mortified 
M. de Melvil . al his own 

misfortune, the condttion of his friend 
feemed to touch him more nearly'; he 
undervalued his own lofs, as a trifle 
that could be eafily repaired, faid every 
thing which he thought would tend to 
i compote the agitation of Fer- 
and finally prevailed upon him 
tire to reft. The <. ilamity svis 
I to the deferterj and 
Renaldo, far from fufpefling the true 
author, took occalion, from his beha- 
on this emergency, to admire him 

rrour of integrity and att 
; iii fuch an exquifite mannei did 

. eiy 
i n idled maie.1 of" 
reputation. 

iitably exerpicd his 

itician rtoughi it 

. tg relinquiih his ivu |t: »y ix~ 

tations ; 
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peftations ; and, fecuring all his valua- 
ble acquisitions about his own perlbn, 
rode out with his underltrapper in the 
midlt of fifty dragoons who went in 
queit of forage. While the troopers 
were employed in making up their 
trufles, the two adventurers advanced 
towards the Skirt of a wood, on pretence 
of reconnoitering ; and the Tyroleze, 
who undertook to be our hero's guide, 
directing him to a path which leads to- 
wards Siraiburg, they fuddenly vanilh- 
ed from the eyes of their companions ; 
who, in a few minutes, hearing the re- 
port of feveral piltols, which the confe- 
derates purpofely fired, conjectured that 
they had fallen in with a party of French, 
by whom they were made priibners of war. 
The Tyroleze had over-rated his own 
knowledge when he took upon himfelf 
the charge of conducting our hero j for, 
upon their arrival at a certain place, 
where two roads crcffed each other, he 
chanced to follow that which not only 
fruftrated their intention, but even led 
them diredtly to the French camp : fo 
that in the twilight they fell in upon one 
of the out-guards, before they were a- 
ware of their mi Stake. Whatever con- 
fufion and perplexity they might under- 
go when they heard themfelvesqueltion- 
ed by the centinel on the advanced poll, 
certain it is, they betrayed no fyrnp- 
toms of fear or diforder ; but, while 
Ferdinand endeavoured to recollect him- 
felf, his fellow-traveller, with the ap- 
pearance of admirable intrepidity and 
prefence of mmd, told the lbldier, that 
he and his companion were two gentle- 
men of family, who had quitted the 
Auftrian army, on account of having 
fuitained fome ill-ufage, which they had 
no opportunity of relenting in any other 
way; and that they were come to offer 
their fervices to the French general, to 
whole quarters they defired to be im- 
mediately conveyed. 

The centinei, to whom fuch an in- 
france of defertion was neither rare, nor 
indeed uncommon, directed them with- 
out fcruple to the next poSt, where they 
found a Serjeant's party, from which, 
at their requeit, they were transmitted 
to the officer of the grand guard, and 
by rim, next morning, introduced to 
Count Coigny, who very politely re- 
ceived *iem as volunteers in the army 
of Fran-e. Though this translation 
was not it all to our hero's liking, he 



was forced to acquiefce in his fate, glad 
to find himlelf, on thele terms, in pof- 
feSfion of his effects, of which he would 
otherwise have been infallibly rifled. 

This campaign, however, was the 
molt difagreeable period of his whole 
lite ; becaufe the manner in which he 
had entered into the lervice, Subjected 
him to the particular observation and 
notice of the French officers } To that he 
was obliged to be very alert in his duty, 
and lummon all his fortitude to main- 
tain the character he had afl'umed. What 
rendered his Situation Still more unpa- 
latable, was the activity of both armies 
in the courfe of this feafon, during 
which, over and above Sundry fatiguing 
marches and countermarches, he was 
personally engaged in the affair of Hailch, 
which was very obftinate, where, being 
in the Skirts of the detachment, he xvzs 
actually wounded in the face by the 
Sword of an huffar ; but this was, luckily 
for him, the lalt time he found himlelf 
under the neceffity of exerting his mili- 
tary prowefs ; for a ceffation of arms 
was proclaimed before he was cured of 
his wound, and peace concluded about 
the end of the campaign. 

During his fojourn in the French 
camp, he affumed the character of a 
man of family, who being dilgulted at 
fome fupercilious treatment he had met 
with in the German fervice, and at the 
fame time ambitious of carrying arms 
under the banners of France, took the 
opportunity of retreating by ftealth from 
his friends, accompanied only by one 
with whom he could entrult his inten- 
tion. In this capacity he had managed 
his matters to fuch advantage, that ma- 
ny French officers of rank were very- 
well difpoled to contribute their intertit 
in his behalf, had his inclination verged 
towards promotion in the army ; but he 
thought proper to conceal his real de- 
fign, under the fpecious pretext of long- 
ing to fee the metropolis of France, tii3t 
centre of pleafure and politenels,in which 
he propoled to fpend fome time for the 
improvement of his addrefs and under- 
standing. Thele were motives too laud- 
able to be oppofed by his new patrons, 
fome of whom furnished him with let- 
ters of recommendation to certain no- 
blemen of the firlt rank at the court of 
Verfailles, for which place he and his 
companion fet out from the banks of the 
Rhine, very well Satisfied with the ho- 

nourabl* 
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nourable difmiflion thcv haJ obtained 
fi'om a life of inconvenience, danger, 
and alarm. 



CHAP. XX. 

»F PREPARES A STRATAGEM, JU'T 
FINOS HIMSELF COUN'TERMINMl; 
PROCEEDSON HIS JOURNEY, AN 
IS OVERTAKEN BY A TERRIBLE 
TEMPEST. 

IN thecourfe of this journey, Ferdi- 
nand, who was never deficient in his 
political capacity, held a ferret con- 
clave with his own thoughts, hdt only 
touching the plan of his own future 
conduct, but a!fo concerning his afto- 
ciate, of whofe fidelity and adherence 
be began to entertain fncli doubts as <lif- 
couraged him from the profecution of 
that delign in which the Tyrokze had 
been at firft included : for he had lately 
obferved him practife the arts of his oc- 
cupation among the French officers with 
fuch rapacity and want of caution, as 
indicated a dangerous temerity of tem- 
per, as well as a furious rage of acquir- 
ing, which might be fome time or other 
fatictted upon his own friends. In other 
words, our adventurer was afraid that 
his accomplice would profit by his know- 
ledge of Hie road and countries through 
which they travelled ; and, after having 
made free with his moft valuable effects, 
in conlequence of the familiarity lub- 
iifting between them, leave him lome 
morning without the ceremony of a for- 
mal adieu. 

Arrouzed by this fufpicion, he re- 
folved to anticipate the fuppofed inten- 
tion of the Tyroleze,by taking his own 
departure in the fame abrupt manner : 
nnu this fcheme he actually put in exe- 
cution, upon their arrival in Bar-Ie-duc, 
where it was agreed they mould fpend 
a day to repofe and refrefh thcmlelves 
from the fatigue of hard riding. Fer- 
dinand, therefore, taking the advantage 
of hin companion's abfence,(for theTy- 
rolezc had walked abroad to view the 
town) found means to It ire a peafant, 
who undertook to conduct him through 
n bye-road, as far r.s Chalons, and with 
this guide he accordingly fet out on 
horfebv.ck, /iter having difcharged the 
bill, left a blank paper i< .iled up in foim 
of a Icter directed to his friend, and 
■fecured behind his own faddle B pait of 



leathern bags, in which his jewels and 
cafh were ulually contained. So eager 
was our hero to leave the Tyioleze at a 
conliderable diltnnce behind, that he 
rede all night at a round pate, without 
halting, and next morning found him- 
felf at a village dillant thirteen good 
leagues from any part of the route which 
he and his companion had at firft re- 
folved to purfuc. 

Here thinking himfelf fafely delivered 
fiom the csufe of all his appreheniion, 
he determined to lie incognito for a few 
days, (b as that he might tun no rifk of 
an accidental meeting upon the road 
with the perfon whofe company he had 
forfeken 3 and accordingly took pof- 
feflion of an apartment, in which he 
went to reft, deliring his guide to wake 
him when dinner fhould be ready. Hav- 
ing enjoyed a very comfortable refrefh- 
ment of fleep, with his bags under his 
pillow, he was fummoned according to 
his direction, and eat a very hearty meal 
with great tranquillity and internal fa- 
tisfaction. In the afternoon he amufed 
himfelf with happy prefages and ideal 
profpects of his future fortune j and in 
the midlt of thefe imaginary banquets 
was feized with an inclination of realiz- 
ing his blifs, and regaling his eye-fight 
with the fruits of that fuccefs which 
had hitherto attended his endeavours. 
Thus inflamed, he opened the repofito- 
ry; and, O reader ! what were his re- 
flections, when in lieu of Mademoifelle 
Melville's ear-rings and necklace, the 
German's golden chain, divers jewels 
of conliderable value, the fpoils of fun- 
dry dupes, and about two hundred du- 
cats in teady-money, he found neither 
more nor lefs than a parcel of rulty 
nails, difpofed in fuch a manner as to 
referable in weight and bulk the move- 
ables he had loft. 

It is not to be fuppofed our adven- 
turer made this difcovery without tmo- 
tion. If the eternal falvation of man- 
kind could have been purchafed for the 
tenth part of his trcalbie, he would have 
left the v, hole fpecies in a {fate of re- 
probation, rather than redeem them at 
that price, unlefs he had feen in the 
bargain lbme evident advantage to his 
own concerns : one may therefore eafily 
conceive with what milkinef* of relig- 
nation he bore the lofs of the whole, 
and law himfelf reduced from filch af- 
fluence, to the necelfity of depending 
upon about twenty duc3ts, r.nd fome 
H looi'n 
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loofe filvcr which he carried in his pock- 
et tbrhisexpence upon the road. How- 
ever bitter (his ptl! might be in iwallow- 
ing, be fo I .1 . h:-j mortification 

as to digeft it with a good grace : his 
own penetration at once pointed out the 
canal through which this misfortune 
had flowed upon him ; lie forthwith 
placed the calamity to the account of the 
Tyroleze ; and never doubting that he 
had retired with the booty acrofs the 
Rhine, into Tome place to which he 
knew Fathom would not follow his 
iootiteps, he formed the melancholy re- 
solution of pursuing with all dll patch 
bis journey to Paris, that he might with 
all convenient expedition indemnify liim- 
fclf for thedif'comfiturehehad fuftained. 

With regard to his confederate, his 
conjecture was perfectly right ; that ad- 
venturer, though infinitely inferior to our 
hero in point of genius and invention, 
had manifelily the advantage of him, in 
the articles of age arid experience; he 
was no ftranger to Fathom's qualifica- 
tions, the happy exertion of which he 
had often feen. He knew him to be an 
ceconomitt of the molt frugal order, con- 
fequently concluded his finances were 
worthy of examination ; and, upon the 
true principles of a /harper, euied him of 
the incumbrance", taking it for grant- 
ed, that in fo doing, he only precluded 
Ferdinand from the power of acfing the 
lame tragedy upon him, mould ever op- 
portunity concur with his inclination. 
He had therefore conceited his meafures 
with the dexterity of an experienced 
conveyancer, and,fnatchingthe occaliou, 
■while our hero travel-tainted, lay funk 
in the arms of profound repofe, he ript 
• lap the learns of the leathern depofitory, 
withdrew the contents, introduced the 
parcel of nails, which he had made up 
for the purpofe, and then repaired the 
breach with great deliberation. 

Had Fathom's good genius prompted 
him to examine his effects next morn- 
ing, the Tyroleze, in all probability, 
would have maintained his acquihtion 
by force of arms; for his perlbnal cou- 
rage was rather more determined than 
that of our adventurer, and he was con- 
1'ciou.s of his own afcendancy in this par- 

■ ticulai'; but his good fortune pi evented 

■ fucii explanation. Immediately after 
dinner, he availed himfelf of his know- 
ledge, and betaking liimfelf to a remote 
part of the town, fet out in a pelt chaife. 



for Luneville, while our hero was me* 
ditating his own elcape. 

Fathom's conception was fufHcient to 
comprehend the whole of this adventure, 
as loon as his chagrin would give his 
fagacity fair play; nor would he allow 
his resolution to fink under the trial ; 
on the conirary, he departed from the 
village that fame afternoon, under the 
aufpices of his conductor, and found 
If benighted in the midit of a foreft 
far from the habitations of men; the 
darknefs of the night, the filence and 
iolitude of the place, the indiftincl ima- 
ges of the trees that appeared on every 
lide, ' fire-telling their extravagant arms 
' athwart the gloom/ confpired with the 
dejection of Spirits occafioned by his 
lol's to disturb his fancy, and raiSe 
Strange phantoms in his imagination. 
Although he was not naturally Super - 
flitious, his mind began to be invaded 
with an awful horror, that gradually 
prevailed over all the conizations of 
feafon and philofophy; nor was his 
heart free from the terrors of aiTailina- 
tion. In order to diffipate thefe dif'a- 
greeable reveries, he had recourfe to the 
conversation of his guide, by whom he 
was entertained with the history of di- 
vers travellers, who had been robbed and 
murdered by ruffians whofe retreat was 
in the receffes of that very wood. 

In the midft of this communication, 
which did not at all tend to the elevation 
of our hero's fpirits, the conductor made 
an excufe for dropping behind, while 
our traveller jogged on in expectation 
of being joined again by him in a few 
minutes; he was however difappointed 
in that hope: the found of the other 
horfe's feet by degrees grew more and 
more faint and at lail altogether died 
away. Alarmed at this circumltance, 
Fathom halted in the middle of the road, 
and liiiened with the moil fearful atten- 
tion ; but his fenfe of hearing was fa- 
luted with nought but the dilmal figh- 
ings of the trees, that feemed to foretel 
an approaching ltorm ; accordingly, the 
heavens contracted a more dreary af- 
pe£t, the lightning began to gleam, the 
thunder to roll, and the tempelt raifing 
it's voice to a tremendous roar, descend- 
ed in a torrent of rain. 

In this emergency, the fortitude of our 
hero was almoft quite overcome; fo 
many concurring circumltances of dan- 
ger and diitrels, might have appalled 

the 
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the mod undaunted breaft; what im- 
preflion then mult they have made upon 
the mind of Ferdinand, who was hy no 
means a man to fet fear at defiance! 

indeed, he had well nigh lolt the ufe of 
his reflection, and was actually invaded 
to the (kin, before he could recollect 
himfelf (o far as to quit the road, and 
fork for fhelter among the thickets that 
furrounded him. Having rode feme fur- 
longs into the forelt, he took his Ration 
under a tuft of tall trees, that fere 
him from the (form, and in that fituation 
called a council within himfelf, to deli- 
berate upon his next excurfion. He 
perfuaded himfelf that his guide had 
deferred him for the prefent, in order to 
give intelligence of a traveller, to fome 
gang of robbers with whom he was con- 
nected ; and that he mult of neceffity fall 
a prey to thole banditti, unlefs he fhould 
have the good fortune to elude their 
fearch, and difentangje himfelf from the 
mazes of the wood. 

Harrowed with thefe apprehensions, 
he refulved to commit himfelf to the 
mercy of the hurricane, as of two evils 
the leaft, and penetrate ftraight forwards 
through fome devious opening, until 
he mould be delivered from the forelr. 
For this pupofe he turned his horfe's 
head in a line quite contrary to the di- 
rection of the high road which he had 
left, on the fuppoliinn that the robbers 
would purfue that tract in queft of him, 
and that they would never dream of his 
deferting the highway to traverfe an un- 
known foreft, amid it the darknefs of 
fuch a boilterous night. After he had 
continued in this progrefs through a 
fucceflion of groves, and bogs, and, 
thorns, and brakes, by which not only 
his cloaths, but alio his fkin fufFered in 
a grievous manner, while every nerve 
quivered with eagernefs of difmay, he 
at length reached an open plain; and, 
purfuing his courle, in full hope of ar- 
riving at fome village where his life 
would be fafe, he defcried a rufhlight 
at a diftance, which he looked upon as 
the ftar of his good fortune; and riding 
towards it at full fpecd, arrived at the 
door of a lone cottage, into which he 
was admitted by an old woman, who, 
underftanding he was a bewildered tra- 
veller, received him with great hofpi- 
tality. 

When he learned from his hoftefs 
that there was not another houfe within 
three leagues, that flic could accommo- 



date him with a tolerable bed, anil his 
with lodging and oats, he thank- 
ed Heaven for lis good fortune in 
(tumbling upon this homely habitation, 
and determined to pal's the night under 
protection of the old cottager, who 
rave him to understand that her huf- 
band, who was a faggot maker, had 
gone to the next town to difpofe of his 
merchandize, and that in all proba- 
bility he would not return till next 
morning, on account of the tempefhious 
night. Ferdinand founded the beldame 
with a thousand artful interrogations, 
and (he anfwered with fuch appearance 
of truth and limplicity, that he con- 
cluded his peifon was quite fecure; and 
after having been regaled with a difh of 
eggs and bacon, dehred flie would con- 
duel him into the chamber where me 
propofed he fhould take his repofe. He 
was accordingly ufhered up by a fort of 
: into an apartment funufhed with 
a (landing bed, and almoit half filled 
with trufles of ih aw. He feemed ex- 
tremely well pleafed with his lodging, 
which in reality exceeded his expecta- 
tion ; and his kind landlady cautioning 
him againft letting the candle approach 
the combufUbles, took her leave, and 
locked the door on the outfide. 



chap. xxr. 

HE FALLS UPON' SCYLLA, SEEKING 
TO AVOID CHARYBDIS. 

FATHOM, vhofe own principles 
taught him to be fufpicious, and 
ever upon his guard againlt the trea- 
chery of his fellow-creatures, could have 
difpenfed with this inltance of her care 
in confining her gueft to her chamber, 
and began to be feized with ftrange fan- 
cits when he obierved that there was no 
bolt on the inlidc of the door, by which 
he might fecure himfelf from intrufion. 
In confequence of thefe fuggeftions, he 
propofed to take an accurate furvey of 
every object in the apartment ; and, in 
the courle of his inquiry, had the mor- 
,:ion to find the dead body of a 
man, Kill warm, who had been lately 
ed, and concealed beneath fevaal 
bundles of Itraw. 

Such a difcovcry could n.>t fail to fill 
the breaft of our hero with unfpeakable 
horror ; for he concluded that he him- 
felf would undergo the fame fate before 
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morning, without the inteipofition of a 
miracle in his favour. In the firft tran- 
sports of his dread, he ran to the win- 
dow, with a view to elcape by that out- 
let, and found his flight effectually ob- 
structed by divers ltrong bars of iron. 
Then his heart began to palpitate, his 
hair to brittle up, and His knees to tot- 
ter; his thoughts teemed with prefages 
of death and deftruetion ; his confcience 
rofe up in judgment againft him; and 
he underwent a fevere paroxifm of dif- 
may and detraction. His i'pirits were 
agitated into a (late of fermentation that 
produced a fpecies of relblution a-kin 
to that which is infpired by brandy or 
other fhong liquors; and, by an impulfe 
that feemed fupernatura!, he was imme- 
diately hurried into meafures for his 
Own prefervation. 

What upon a lefs inlerelting occafion 
his imagination durlt not propofe, he 
now executed without fcruple or re- 
morfe : he undreffed the corpfe that lay 
bleeding among the draw, and con- 
veying it to the bed in his arms, depo- 
sited it in the attitude of a perfon who 
lleeps at his eale ; then he extinguished 
the light, took pofTefTion of the place 
from whence the body had been remov- 
ed ; and, holding a piltol ready cocked 
in each hand, waited for the fequel with 
that determined purpofe which is often 
the immediate production of delpair. 
About midnight he heard the found of 
feet afcending the ladder, the door was 
foftly opened, he faw the fhadow of 
two- men (talking towards the bed; a 
dark lanthoin being unfhrouded, di- 
rected their aim to the fuppofed deeper, 
and he that held it thruft a poignard to 
liis heart j the force of the blow made 
a comprejlipn on the cheff, and a fort of 
groan iffued from the windpipe of the 
defunct : the (troke was repeated, with- 
out producing a repetition of the note j 
fo that the aiTailins concluded the work 
■was effectually done, and retired for the 
prefent, with a. dcfjgn to return and 
rifle the deceafed at their leilure. 

Never had our hero fptnt a moment 
in fuch agony as he felt during this 
operation ; the whole furface of his bo- 
dy was covered with a cold fweat, and 
his nerves were relaxed with an unj- 
verfal palfy j in fhort, he remained in a 
trance, that, in all probability, contri- 
buted to his fafety ; for had he retained 
the ufe of his fenfes, he might have been 
difcoveied by the tranfports of his fear. 



The firft ufe he made of his retrieved 
recollection, was to perceive that the af- 
faflTins had left the door open in their 
retreat ; and he would have inftantly 
availed himfelf of this their neglect, by 
fa}lying out upon them at the hazard of 
his lif<-, had not he been reftrained by 
a convcrfaiion he overheard in the room 
below, importing that the ruffians were 
going to fet out upon another expedi- 
tion, in hopes of finding more prey. 
They accoidingly departed, after hav- 
ing laid ftrong injunctions upon the old 
woman to keep the door fait locked dur- 
ing their abfence; and Ferdinand took 
his refolution without farther delay. So 
foon as, by his conjecture, the robbers 
were at a fufficient diftance from the 
houfe, he role from his lurking-place, 
moved foftly towards the bed, and rum- 
maging the pockets of the deceafed, 
found a purfe well ftored with ducats, 
of which, together with a filver watch 
and a diamond ring, he immediately 
poffeffed himfelf without fcruple ; then 
defcending with great care and circum- 
Ipection into the lower apartment, itood 
before the old beldame, before fhe had 
the lealt intimation of his approach. 

Accultomed as fhe was to the trade 
ofblocd, the hoary hag did not behold 
this apparition without giving figns of 
infinite terror and altonilhment, believ- 
ing it was no other than the fpirit of 
her fecond gueit who had been mur- 
dered. She fell upon her knees, and 
began to recommend herfelf to the pro- 
tection of the faints, cro fling herfelf 
with as much devotion as if fhe had been 
intitled to the particular care and atten- 
tion of Heaven. Nor did her anxiety 
abate, when the was undeceived in this, 
her fuppofition, and underltood it wa§ 
r,o phantom, but the real fubftance of 
the (tranger; who, without ftaying to, 
upbraid her with the enormity of her 
enmes, commanded her, on pain of 
immediate death, to produce his horfe ; 
to which being conducted, he let her 
upon the laddie without delay, and 
mounting behind, invelted her with the 
management of the reins, l'wearing in a 
molt peremptory tone, that the only 
chance fhe had for her life, was in di- 
recting him fafely to the next town j 
and that fo foon as fhe fhould give him 
the lealt caufe to doubt her fidelity in 
the peformance of that talk, he would 
on the inftant a£t the part of_ her exe- 
cutioner. 

This 
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This declaration had it's effect upon 
the witheied Hecate; who, with many 
implications for mercy and forgivenefs, 
promifed to guide him in fifety to a 
certain village at the diftance of two 
leagues, where he might lodge in fecu- 
rity, and be provided with a frefli horfe, 
or other convenience, for purfuing his 
intended route. On thefe conditions, 
he told her, Hie might deferve his cle- 
mency, 3nd they accordingly took their 
departure together, fhe being placed 
aftride upon the laddie, holding the 
bridle in one hand, and a (witch in the 
other; and our adventurer fitting on 
the crupper, fuperinleiuiing her conduct, 
and keeping the muzzle of a piftol clofe 
at her ear. In this equipage, they tra- 
velled acrofs part of the lame wood 
in which his guide had forfaken him ; 
and it is not to be fuppofed, that he 
palTed his time in the mod agreeable 
reverie, while he found himfelf involv- 
ed in the labyrinth of thole fliades, 
which he confidered as the haunts of 
robbery and alfalfinaiion. 

Common fear was a comfortable fen- 
fation to what he felt in this excurfion. 
The firft fteps lie had taken for his pre- 
fervation, were the effects of mere in- 
ftinct, while his faculties were extin- 
guilhed or fuppreffed by defpair : but, 
now as his reflection began to recur, 
he was haunted by the moft intolerable 
apprehenfions. Every whifper of the 
wind through the thickets, was fwelled 
into the hoaife menaces of murder; the 
making of the boughs was conltrued 
into the brandiflung of poignards ; and 
every Ihadow of a tree, became the ap- 
parition of a ruffian eager for blood. 
In ihort, at each of theie occurrences, 
he felt what was infinitely more tor- 
menting than the ftab of a real dagger; 
and, at every frefli filip of his fear, he 
acted as remembrancer to his conducl- 
refs, in a new volley of imprecations, 
importing, that her life was abfolutely 
connected wiih his opinion of his own 
fafety. 

Human nature could not long fubfift 
under fuch complicated terror : at lalt 
he found himfelf clear of the fore ft, 
and was bleffed with the diftant view 
of an inhabited place : he then began to 
exercife his thoughts upon a new fub- 
ject. He debated with himfelf, whe- 
ther he mould make a parade of his in- 
trepidity and publick Ipirit, by difclo- 
jing his achievement, and funendering 



.wide to the penalty of the law; 01 
k ive the old hag and her accomplices to 
the remorfe of their own confeiences, 
and proceed quietly on his journey to 
I'aiis, in undifturbed pofteflion of the 
prize he had already obtained. This 
lalt ftep he determined to take, upon 
recollecting that, in the courfe of his in- 
formation, the Itory of the murdered 
Granger would infallibly attract the at- 
tention of jultice, and in that cafe the 
effects he had borrowed from the de- 
funct muff be refunded for the benefit 
of thofe who had a right to the fuc- 
celTion. This was an argument which 
our adventurer could not refill ; he fore- 
fawtlvithe mould be (tripped of his ac- 
quifition, which he looked upon as the 
fair fruits of his valour and fagacity ; 
and moreover, be detained as an evi- 
dence againft the robbers, to the mani- 
fest detriment of his affairs : perhaps, 
too, lie had motives of confeience, that 
diffuaded him from bearing witnefs 
againlt a let of people, whofe princi- 
ples did not much differ from his own. 
Influenced by fuch confiderations, he 
yielded to the firft importunity of the 
beldame, whom he difmilTed at a very 
fmall diftance from the village, after he 
had earneftly exhorted her to quit fuch 
an attrocious courfe of life, and atone 
for her pad crimes, by facrificing her 
affociates to the demands of jultice. 
She did not fail to vow a perfect refor- 
mation, and to proltrate hcrfelf before 
him, for the favour fhe had found ; then 
fhe betook herielf to her habitation, 
with full purpbfe of r.dvifmgher fellow- 
murderers to repair with all difpatch to 
the village, and impeach our hero, who 
wifely diltrulting her profeiTions, Raid 
no longer in the place, than to hire a 
guide for the next lhige, which brought 
him to the city of Chalons fur Marne. 



CHAP. XXII. 

HE ARRIVES AT PARIS, AND IS 
PLEASHD Willi HIS RECEPTION. 

HE was not fo fruit ten with the de- 
lightful fituation of this ancient 
town, but that he abandoned it as foon 
as he could procure a poft-chaife, in 
which he arrived at Paris, without hav- 
ing been expofed to any other trouble- 
fome adventure upon the load. He 
took lodgings at a Certain 1 hotel in the 

Fauxbourc 
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Fauxbourg de St. Germ aim which is 
. neral rendi zvous of all the ftran- 
gers that refort to this capita] ; and now 
fincerely congratulated himfclf upon his 
happy efcape from his Hungarian con- 
nections, and from the fnares of the 
banditti, as well as upon thefpoilscf 
the (kail body, and his arrival at Paris, 
from whence there was fuch a fliort con- 
veyance to England, whither he was 
attracted by far other motives than that 
of filial veneration for his native foil. 

lie fuppreffed all his letters of re- 
commendation, which he juilly con- 
cluded would fubject him to a tedious 
courfe of attendance upon the great, and 
Jay him under the neceffity of Ibliciting 
preferment in the army, than whic '. no- 
thing was farther from his inclination ; 
and refolved to make his appearance in 
the character of a prival ;-:an, 

w'nich would fupply him with oppor- 
tunities of examining the different 1'cenes 
of lifr. in fuch a gay metropolis, ib as 
that he mould be able to chuie that 
fphere in which he could move the molf. 
effectually to his own advantage. He 
accordingly hired an occafional domef- 
tick, and under the denomination of 
Count Fadome, which he had retained 
fmce his elopement from P.enaldo, re- 
paired to dinner at an ordinary, to 
which he was directed as a reputable 
place frequented by falhionableftrangers 
of all nation?. 

He found this piece of information 
perfectly juftj for he no fooner entered 
the apartment, than his eai s-were faluted 
with a ftrange confufidn of founds, 
among which he at once diftinguiflied 
the high and low Dutch, barbarous 
French, Italian, and Englilh languages. 
He was rejoiced at this occafion or dis- 
playing his own qualifications; tdok 
his place at one of three long tables, 
betwixt a Weftphalian count and a Bo- 
lognian marquis, infmuated himfelf into 
the converfation with his ufual addrefs, 
and, in le'fs than half an hour, found 
means to accolt a native of each diffe- 
rent country in his own mother tongue. 
Suchextenfive knowledge did not pafs 
unobferved. A French abbe, in a pro- 
vincial dialect, complimented him upon 
his retaining that purity in pronun- 
ciation, which is not to be found in the 
(peech of a Pariiian. The Bolognian 
mitlakinghim for a Tufcan, ' Sir,' laid 
he, ' I prefumeyou are fiom Florence: 
• I hope the illulhious houfe of Lorrain 



' leaves you gentlemen of that famotrs 
' city no room to regret the lofs of your 
• own princes.' The caftle of Ver- 
failles becoming the fubject of conver- 
fation, Mcnlieur Le Comte appealed to 
him as to a na'ive German, whether it 
was not inferior in point of magnifi- 
cence to the Chateau of Grubenhagen ; 
the Dutch officer addreffmg himfelf to 
Fathom, drank to the profperity of Fa- 
derland, and alked if he had rot once 
ferved in ganifon at Schenkenfchans j 
and an Englifh knight fwore with great 
affurance, that he had frequently ram- 
bled with him at midnight, among the 
hundreds of Drury. 

To each perfon he replied in a polite 
though myfterious manner, which did 
not fail to enhance their opinion of his 
good-breeding and importance ; and 
long before the deffert appeared, he was 
by all the company fuppofed to be a 
perfonage of great confluence, who, 
for fome fubftantial reafons, found it 
convenient to keep himfelf incognito. 
This being the cafe, it is not to be 
doubted that particular civilities were 
poured upon him from a!! quarters : he 
perceived their fentiments, and encou- 
raged them, by behaving with that fort 
of complaifance which feems to be the 
refult of engaging condefceniion in a 
character of fuperior dignity and ftation. 
His affability was general; but his 
chief attention limited to thofe gentle- 
men already mentioned, who chanced to 
fit neareft him at table ; and he no fooner 
gave them to undei ftand that he was an 
utter ftrahger in Paris, than they una- 
nimoufly begged to have the honour of 
making him acquainted with the diffe- 
rent curiofities peculiar to that metro- 
polis. 

He accepted of their hofpitality, ac- 
companied them to a coffee-houfe in 
the afternoon, from whence they re- 
paired to the opera, and afterwards ad- 
journed to a noted hotel, in order to fpend 
the remaining part of the evening. It 
was here that our hero fecured himfelf 
effectually in the footing he had gained 
in their good graces: he in a moment 
faw through ail the characters of the 
patty, and adapted himfelf to the hu- 
mour of each individual ; without de- 
fending from that elevation of beha- 
viour, which he perceived would ope- 
rate among them in his behalf. With 
the Italian he difcourfed on mufick, in 
the ftyle of a connoifleurj and indeed 

had 
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haJ a better claim to that title than the 
generality or thole upon whom it is 
ul'ually conferred) for he underltood the 
art in theory as well as in praclice, and 
would have made no contemptible figure 
among the bell performers of the age. 

He harangued upon tafte and genius 
to the abbe, who was a wit and cri- 
nck ex officio, or rather ex veflitu j for, 
a young pert Frenchman, the very mo- 
meat he puts on the petit collet, or lit- 
tle band, looks upon himielf as an 
infpired ion of Apollo; and everyone 
of the fraternity thinks it incumbent 
upon him to aflert the divinity of his 
million : in a word, the abbes area la 
or people, that bear a llrong analogy to 
the templars in London. Fuols of each 
fabrick, (harpers of all forts, and 
dunces of every degree, profefs them- 
lelves of both orders. The templar is, 
generally (peaking, a prig, lb is the 
abbe : both arediitinguilhcd by an air 
of petulance and l'elf- conceit, which 
holds a middle rank betwixt the inl'o- 
lence of a firit-rate buck, and the learned 
pride of a fupercilious pedant. The 
abbe is fuppoied to be a younger bro- 
ther in quelt of preferment in the 
church} the Temple is contidered as a 
receptacle or feminary for younger fons 
intended for the bar ; but a great num- 
ber or each proteifion turn alide into 
other paths of life, long before they 
reach thele propofed goals. An abbe 
is often metamorphoi'ed into a foot-ibl- 
dierj a templar fometimes links into 
an ;.ttorney's clerk. The gallies of 
France abound with abbes ; and many 
templars may be found in our Ameii- 
plantations ; not to mention thole 
who have made a publick exit nearer 
home. Yet, I would not have it thought 
my defcription includes every la- 
dividual of thefe focieties. Some of 
the greateit lcholars, politicians, and 
wits, that ever Europe produced, have 
wore the habit of an abbe ; and many 
of our molt noble families in England 
derive their honours from thole who 
have itudied law in the Temple: the 
worthy Ions of every community (hall 
always be iacred from my cenfuieand 
ridicule; and, while I laugh at the folly 
of particular members, I can ltill ho- 
nour and revere the mlhtution. 

But let us return from this compa- 
nion, winch foine readcisinay think 
ilincut and unlealvnabJe j and 



obferve, that the Weflphalian count, 
Dutch officer, and Englilh knight, were 
not excepted lium the particular re- 
gard and attention of our adventurer. 
He pledged the German in erery bum- 
per ; flatteied the Hollander with com- 
pliments upon the indulrry, wealth, and 
policy of the Seven United Provinces; 
buthe referred his chief battery for his 
own countryman, on the fuppolition 
that he was, in all relpects, the belt 
adapted for the purpofes of a needy 
gamefter: him, therefore, he cultivated 
with extraordinary care and lingular 
obiervar-ce; for he loon perceived him 
to be an humcuiiir, and from that cir- 
cumltar.ee derived an happy prefage of 
his own fuccefg. The baronet's dilpo- 
fition teemed to be call in the true Eng- 
liih mould. He was four, filent, and 
contemptuous ; his very looks indicated 
a confeioufnefs of fuperior wealth ; and 
he never opened his mouth except to 
make Come dry, larcaltick, national li;- 
flection : nor was his behaviour fret- 
horn that air of iulpicion which a man 
puts on. when he believes himielf in ii 
crowd of pickpockets, whom his cautiou 
and vigilance let at defiance. In a word, 
though his tongue was filent on the 
(uhject , his whoie demeanour was con- 
tinually faying, ' i r ou arc all a pack 

* of poor, louiy rafcals, who have a. 
' defign upon my purfe: 'tis true, I 
f could buy your whole generation ; 
' bui, I won't be bubbled, d'ye fee i I 
' am aware of your flattery, and upon 
' my guard againlt all your knavifb 

* pranks ; and I come into your com- 
' pany fur my own amulement only.' 

Fathom having reconnoitered this pe- 
culiarity of temper, inltead of treating 
him with that alliduous complailar.ee, 
which he received from the other gen- 
tlemen of the party, kept aloof from 
him in the converjaiiop, with a remark- 
able flivnels of ddtant civility, and lcl- 
dom took notice of what he laid, except 
with a view to contiadicl him, or retort 
fomeof his fatnical oblcrvations. This 
he conceived to be the bed; method of 
iring his good opinion ; becaufl- the 
lifliman would naturally conclude 
he was a pei lbn who could have no fin liter 
views upon his fortune, elfe be would 
havechokn quite a different manner of 
deportment. Accordingly, the knight 
at the hook: he jiftened 
to Ft with uncommon rtL 
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he was even beard to commend his re- 
marks; and at length drank to their 
better acquaintance. 

CHAP. XXIII. 

ACQUITS HIMSELF WITH ADDRESS 
IN A NOCTURNAL RIOT. 

THE Italian and the abbe were the 
firft who began to grow whimfical 
under the influence of the Burgundy ; 
and, in the heat of their elevation, pro- 
pofed that the company fliould amufe 
themfelves during the remaining part of 
the night at the houfe of an obliging 
dame, who maintained a troop of fair 
nymphs for the accommodation of the 
other fex. The propofal was approved 
by all, except the Plollander, whole 
ceconomy the wine had not as yet in- 
vaded ; and while he retreated ioberly 
to his own lodgings, the reft of the fo- 
ciety adjourned in two coaches to the 
temple of love, where they were receiv- 
ed by the venerable prieftefs, a perlbn- 
age turned of feventy, who teemed to 
exercife the functions of her calling, in 
defbight of the moft cruel ravages of 
time; for age had bent her into the form 
of a Turkifh bow; her head was agi- 
tated by the palfy, like the leaf of the 
poplar-tree; her hair fell down in fcanty 
parcels, as white as the driven (now; 
her face was not Amply wrinkled, but 
ploughed into innumerable furrows; 
her jaws could notboaft of one remain- 
ing tooth ; one eye diftilled a large 
quantity of rheum, by virtue of the fiery 
ed^e that iurrounded it, the other w .•;.-, 
altogether extinguifhed ; and flie had 
loft her nofe in thecourfeof herminiftra- 
tion. The Delphick fibyl was but a 
type of this hoary matron, who by her 
figure might have been miftaken for the 
confort of Chaos, or mother of Time. 
Yet there was Something meritorious in 
her appearance, as it denoted her an in- 
defatigable minifter to the pleafure of 
mankind ; and as it formed an agreeable 
contrail with the beauty and youth of 
the fair damlels that wantoned in her 
train; it refembled thole difcords in 
mufick which, properly difpoled, con- 
tribute to the harmony of the whole 
piece; or thole horrible giants who, in 
the world of romance, ul'ed to guard the 
gates of thecaftle in which the inchamed 
damiel was confined. 

This Urganda teemed tc be aware of 



her own importance, and perfectly well 
acquainted with the human appetite ; 
for (he compelled the whole company to 
undergo her embrace : then a lacquey 
in magnificent liver)' ufhered them into 
a fuperb apartment, where they waited 
ibme minutes, without being favoured 
with the appearance of the ladies, to the 
man if eft diflatisfaclion of the abbe, who 
fending for the gowve rnante, reprimand- 
ed her feverely for her want of politejfe. 
The old lady, who was by no means a 
pattern of patience and fubmiffion, re- 
torted his reproaches with great empha- 
fis and vivacity; her eloquence flowed 
altogether in the Covent Garden ftrain; 
and I queftion whether the celebrated 
Mother Douglafsherfelf could have made 
Inch a figure in an extemporaneous al- 
tercation. 

After having beftowed upon the abbe 
the epithets of laucy,inhgnificant pimp, 
(he put him in mind of the good offices 
v.mich he had received at her hands ; 
how Hie had fupplied him with bed, 
board, and bed-fellow, in his greateft 
neceflity ; lent him abroad with money 
in his pockets; and, in a word, cheriftied 
him in her bofom, when his own mo- 
ther had abandoned him to diftrefs : fhe 
then reviled him forprefumingto affront 
her before ftrangers ; and gave the com- 
pany to underftand, that the young la- 
dies would wait upon them as foon as 
they could be conlefTed and receive abfo- 
lution, from a worthy cordelier, who 
was now employed in performing that 
charitable office. The gentlemen were 
fatisfied with this remonftrance, which 
argued the old lady's pious concern for 
the fouls that were under her care; and 
our ackenturer propefed an accommo- 
dation betwixt her and the abbe, who 
was prevailed upon to alk her pardon, 
and receive her blefiing upon his knees. 

This affair had not been long adjuft- 

ed, when five damfels were introduced 

in a very gay diihabille, and our hero 

was complimented with the privilege of 

chuling; his Amanda from the whole be- 
ts 

vy; when he was provided, the others 
began to pair themfelves; and unhappily 
the German count chanced to pitch upon 
the fame nymph who had captivated the 
defires of the Britilh knight ; a difpure 
immediately enfued; for the English- 
man made his addreffes to the lady, 
without paying the leaft regard to .the 
priority of the other's claim; and me 
• being plcafed with -his attachment,, did 

not 
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not fcrupleto renounce his rival, who 
l'wore by the tli under, lightning, and 
facramenr, that he would not quit his 
pretentions for any prince in Chriften- 
dob, much Icfs for a little Englifll che- 
valier, whom he hid already honoured 
too much in condefcending to be his 
companion. 

The knight, provoked at this (lately 
declaration, which was the immediate 
effect of anger and ebriety, eyed his 
antagonist with a molt contemptuous 
afpect, and advifed him to avoid fuch 
Companion 4 * t r the future: ' We all 
' know,* faid he, ' the importance of a 

* German count 3 I fuppofe your re- 

* vtn'ie amounts to three hundred rix- 

* dollais ; and you have a chateau that 

* looks like the ruins of an Englifh 
4 gaol. I will bind myfelfto lend you 

* a thouiand pounds upon a moitgage 

* of your eftate, (and a bad bargain I 

* am lure I (hall have) if I do not 
4 in lefs than two months find a yeoman 
' of Kent, who fpends more in Strong 
4 ale than the Ann total of your yearly 
4 income; and were the truth known, 
' 1 believe that lace upon your coat is 
4 no better than tin!el,and thole fringed 
4 ruffles with fine Holland fleeves ta.-ked 
4 to a fhirt of brown canvas^ fo that 
1 were yon to uncjiefs yourfelf before 
1 the lady, you would only expole your 
4 own poverty and pride.' 

The count was lb much enraged at 
rhefe farcaStick obfervations, that his 
faculty of Speech was overwhelmed by 
his retentment; though, in order to 
acquit himfelf of the Englishman's im- 
putation, he forthwith pulled off his 
deaths with fuch fury, that his brocade 
waiftcoat was tore from top to bottom. 
The knight, miltaking his meaning, 
conlidcred thii demeanour as a fair 
challenge, to try which was the better 
man in the exeicife of boxing; and, on 
that fuppofition, began to Strip in his 
turn, when he was undeceived by Fa- 
thom, who put the right interpretation 
upon the count's behaviour, and be&ged 
that the affair might be compromised. 
By this time the Wcltphali.in recovered 
the ul'e of his tongue, and with many 
threats and imprecations, defiied they 
would take notice l.ow falfcly he had 
been afptrfed, and do him julticein <S- 
poulinghis claim to the daiul'el in ques- 
tion. 

Before tbi company had time or in- 
..i;n to intereit ihcrnltdvcs in the 
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quarrel, his opponent obferved, that no 
perlbn who was not a mere German 
would ever dream of forcing the inclina- 
tions of a pretty girl, whom theaccidents 
of fortune had Subjected to his power: 
that fuch compuliion was equivalent to 
the molt cruel rape thai could be C"ii- 
niitted ; and that the lady's aveiii on was 
not at all Surprizing ; for, to Speak his 
own Sentiments, were he a woman of 
pleafuie, he would as loon grant fa- 
vours to a Weitph ilian ho?, as to the 
peifoii of his antagonist. The German, 
enraged at this comparison, Was quite 
abandoned by his patience and dd'ere- 
tion : he called the knigh: an Englifh 
clown, and Swearing he was the molt 
untoward bead of a whole nation of 
mules, fnatched up one of the candle- 
sticks, which he launched at him with 
fuch force and violence, that it lung 
through the air, and winging it's flight 
into the anti-chamber, encountered the 
Skull of his own valet, who with imme- 
diate prottration received the meflage of 
his maSter. 

The knight, that he might not be be- 
hind-hand with the WeStphalian in point 
of courtel'y, returned the compliment 
with the remaining chandelier, which 
alio milled it's mark, and Smiting a large 
mirrour that was fixed behind them, 
emitted fuch a cralh as one might expert 
to hear if a mine was fpnmg beneath a 
manufacture of glaf's. Both lights be- 
ing thus extinguilhed, a furious combat 
en fued in the dark; the Italian Scam- 
pered off with infinite agility, and as he 
went down Stairs, defiled that nobody 
would interpofe, becaufe it was an af- 
fair of honour, which could not be made 
up. The ladies confulted their iafvty 
in flight; Count Fathom llily retired 
to one corner of the room; while the 
abbe, having upon him the terrors of 
the commillaire, endeavoured toappeafe 
and part the combatants ; and in the 
attempt fultaincd a random blow upon 
his nofe, which font him bowling into 
the other chamber, where finding his 
band befmeared with his o.vn blood, he 
began to caper about the apartment in 
a t ran (port of rage and vexation. 

Me mwhile, the old gentlewoman be- 
ing alarmed wiih the nolle of the battle, 
and apprehenfive that it would end in 
murder, to the danger and ditcredit of 
her fell and family, immediately mutter- 
ed up h< r myrmidons, of whom (he al- 
ways retained a io' midable u.ii. !, and 
I putting 
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putting herfclf at their head, lighted 
them to the fcene of uproar : Ferdinand, 
who had hitherto obferved a Itrict neu- 
trality, no fooner perceived them ap- 
proach, than he le:iped in between the 
difputants, that he might be found act- 
ing in the character of a peace-maker; 
and, indeed, by this time victory had 
declared for the baronet, who had treat- 
ed his antagonilt with a crofs-buttock, 
which laid him almolt breathlefs on the 
floor. The victor was prevailed upon, 
by the intreaties of Fathom, to quit the 
field of battle, and adjourn into another 
room, where in lefs than half an hour 
he received a billet from the count, de- 
fying him to fingle combat on the fron- 
tiers of Flanders, at an appointed time 
and place. The challenge was imme- 
diately accepted by the knight ; who, be- 
ing flufhed with conquelt, treated his 
adverfary with great contempt. 

But next day, when the fumes of the 
Burgundy were quite exhaled, and the 
adventure recurred to his remembrance 
and fober reflection, he waited upon our 
adventurer at his lodgings, andfolicited 
his advice in fuch a manner, as gave 
him to underftand that he looked upon 
what had happened as a drunken brawl, 
which ought to have no l'erious confe- 
quences. Fathom, forefeeing that the 
affair might be managed for his own in- 
tereft, profeifed himfelf of the baronet's 
opinion j and without heiitation under- 
took the office of a mediator, affuring 
his principal, that his honour fhould 
iuffer no ftain in the couri'e of his nego- 
tiation. 

Having received the Engliihman's 
acknowledgments for this inltance of 
friend (hip, he forthwith fet out for the 
place of the German's habitation, and 
underitanding he was Mill afleep, in- 
cited upon his being immediately waked 
and told, that a gentleman from the 
chevalier defired to fee him upon bufi- 
nefs of importance, which could not be 
delayed. Accordingly, his valet de 
chambre, pre (Ted by Fathom's impor- 
tunities and remonftrances, ventured to 
go in and (hake the count by the moul- 
der; when this furious Teutonian, (till 
agitated by the fever of the preceding 
night, leaped out of bed in a frenzy, 
and feizing his fword that lay upon a 
table, would have feverely punifhed the 
prefumption of his fervant, had not he 
been retrained by the entrance of Fer- 
dinand, who, with a peremptory coun- 



tenance, gave him to underftand that 
the valet had acted at his immediate in- 
ftigation; and that he was come, as the 
Englifhman's friend, to concert with 
him proper meafures for keeping the ap- 
pointment they had made at their laft 
meeting. 

This meffage effectually calmed the 
German, who was not a little mortified 
to rind himfelf fodifagreeably difhirbed. 
Hecould not help curling the impatience 
of his antagonitt, and even hinting, that 
he would have acted more like a gentle- 
man and good Chriftian, in exprelfing a 
delire of feeing the affair accommodated, 
as he knew himfelf to be the aggreffor, 
coniequently the fir ft offender againft 
the laws ot politenefs and good fellow- 
(hip. Fathom finding him in a fit tem- 
per of mind, took the opportunity of 
affenting to the realbnablenefs of his ob- 
fervation : he ventured to condemn the 
impetuofity of the baronet; who, he 
perceived, was extremely nice and fcru- 
pulous in the punctilios of honour; and 
(aid it was pity that two gentlemen 
fhould forfeit each other's friendfhfp, 
much lefs expofe their lives, for fuch a 
frivolous caufe. * My dear count,' 
cried the Weftphalian, ' I am charmed 
' to find your fentiments Co conforrna- 

* ble to my own : in an honourable 
1 cauie I defpife all danger; my co:i- 

* rage, thank Heaven! has been mini - 
' felted in many publick engagements, 
' as well as in private rencounters ; but 
' to break with my friend, whole emi- 
' nent virtues I admire, and even to leek 
' his life on fuch a fcandalous occa- 
' fion, for a little infignificant whore, 

* who, I fuppofe, took the advantage 
' of our intoxication to foment the quar- 
' rel: by Heaven, my eonfeience can- 
' notdigelt it!' 

Having expreffed himfelf to this pur- 
pofe, he waited impatiently for the re- 
ply of Ferdinand; who, after a pauic 
of deliberation, offered his fcrvices ia 
the way of mediation; though, he ob- 
ferved, it was a matter of great delica- 
cy, and the event altogether uncertain. 

* Neverthelefs,' added our adventurer, 
' I will drive to appeafe the knight; 
4 who I hope will be induced by my 
' remonftrances to forget the unlucky 
' accident which hath Co di (agreeably 
' interrupted your mutual friendfliip.' 
The German thanked him for this proof 
of his regard, which yielded him move 
faUsfu&ion on account of the cluvalier 

than 
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than of himfelf: ■ For by the tombs of 

• my fathers !' cried he, ' I have fo little 
' concern for my peifonal fafety, that 
' if my honour were iriterefted, I durft 
' oppol'e myfelf fingly to the whole ban 
' of the empire; and I am now ready, 

* if the chevalier requires it, to give 
' him the rendezvous in the foreit of 

* Senlis, cither on horfeback or on foot, 

• where this conteft may be terminated 
' with the life of one or both of us.' 

Count Fathom, with a view to chaf- 
tife the Wdtphalian for this rhodomon- 
tade, told him with a mortifying air of 
indifference, that if they were both bent 
upon taking the field, h; would fave 
himfelf the trouble of interpofing farther 
in the affair; and delired to know the 
hour at which it would fit it him to take 
the air with the baronet: the other, not 
a little embarralTed by thisqueltion.faid, 
with a faulteiing tongue, he mould be 
proud to obey the chevalier's orders j 
but at the fame time owned he fhould 
be much better pleafed if our hero would 
execute the pacifkk propofal he had 
made. Fathom accordingly promifed to 
exert himfelf for thatpurpole.andreturn- 
td to the knight, with whom he aflumtd 
the merit of having tranquilized the 
rage of an incenied barbarian, who was 
now difpofed to a reconciliation upon 
equal terms : the baronet overwhelmed 
him with carefTes and compliments upon 
his friendship and addreis ; the parties 
met that fame forenoon, as if by acci • 
dent, in Fathom's apartment, where 
they embraced each other cordially, ex- 
changed apologies, and renewed their 
former correfpondence. 

Our adventurer thought he had good 
reafon to congratulate himfelf upon 
the part he acted in this pacification: 
he was ticatt-d by both with fignal 
marksof particular affection and efteem. 
count prciled him to accept, as a 
token of his attachment, a (Word of 
very curious workman/hip, which he 
had received in a prefent from a certain 
prince of the empire: the knight forced 
upon his finger a very 1'plenilid diamond 
ring, as a teftimony of his gratitude 
and efteem : but there was (fill another 
pcrfon to be appeafed, before the peace 
of the whole company could be eftabiiih- 
H ; this was no other- than the abbe, 
from whom each of the reconciled friends 
received at dinner a billet couched in 
thefe woids. 
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' T Have the honour to lament the in- 
4 finite chagrin and mortification 
that compels me to addrefs myfelf in 
this manner to a perfon of your rank 
and eminence, whom I mould do my- 
felf the pleafure of waiting upon in 
perfon, were I not prevented by the 
misfortune of my nofe, which was 
laft night mod cruelly disarranged, 
by a violent contufion I had the ho- 
nour to receive, in attempting to coni- 
pei'c that unhappy fracas at the houfe 
of Madam La Maquerelle ; and what 
puts the finifhing ltroke to my mif- 
hap is, my being rendered incapable 
of keeping three- or four aflignations 
with ladies of tafhion, by whom I 
have the honour to be particularly 
efteemed. The disfiguration of my 
nofe, the pain I have undergone, with 
the dilcompoiure of brain which it 
produced, I could bear as a philol'o- 
pher; but the difappointment of the 
ladies my glory will not permit me to 
overlook: and, as you know the injury 
was fuftained in your lervice, I have 
the pleafure to hope you will not re- 
ful'e to grant fuch reparation as will 
be acceptable to a gentleman who has 
the honour to be, with inviolable 
attachment, Sir, your moft devoted 
• flave, 

* Pepin Clothaire Charlk 
1 Henri Louts Barnabe 

• DE FUMIER.' 

This epiftle was Co equivocal, that 
the perfons to whom it was addreiTed, 
did not know whether or not they ought 
to interpret the contents into a chal- 
lenge ; when our hero obferved, that 
the ambiguity of his exprefTions plainly 
proved there was a door left open for 
accommodation, and propofed that they 
mould forthwith vifit the writer at his 
own apartment: they accordingly fol- 
lowed his advice, and found the abbe 
in his morning gown and flippers, with 
three huge niglu-caps on his head, and 
a crape hat-band tied over the middle 
of his face, by way of bandage to his 
nofe. He received his vifitors with the 
molt ridiculous folemnity, being Kill a 
Itrangcr to the pin port of their errand ; 
but loon as the Weftphaiisn declarer 
they were come in confequencc <>f his 
billet, in ordej toafk pardon fbrtheutf- 
deligned offence they had given, his 
I 1 features 
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features retrieved their natural vivacity, 
and he profrffed himfelf perfectly fatis- 
fied frith their polite acknowledgment. 
Then they condoled him upon the evil 
plight of his noli: j and feeing fome 
marks upon his ihirt, alked with feem- 
ing cdnern, if he had loft any blood 
in the affray. To this interrogation he 
replied, that he had ftill a fufficient 

?uautity left for the occalions of his 
riends ; and that he mould deem it his 
greateft glory to expend the laft drop of 
it in their fervice. 

Matteis being thus amicably adjufted, 
they prevailed upon him to uncafe his 
nofe, which retained no figns of the 
outrage he had fuffered ; and theamufe- 
ments of the day were concerted. It 
was in confequence of this plan, that 
after the comedy they were entertained 
at the count's lodgings, where quadrille 
was propofed by the abbe, as the moft 
innocent paftime, and the propofal was 
immediately embraced by a!) prefent; 
and by none with more alacrity than by 
our adventurer, who without putting 
forth a moiety of his terror, went home 
with twenty Jouis clear gain ; though 
far fiom believing himfelf greatly i'upe- 
rior to the reft of the party in the arti- 
fices of play, he juftly l'ufpected that 
they had concealed their Ikill, with a 
view of ftripping him on fome other oc- 
cafion ; for he could not fuppofe that 
perfons of their figure and character, 
mould be, in reality, fuch novices as 
they affecfed to appear. 



CHAP. XXIV. 

he overlooks the advances of 
his frie:::;s, and smarts se- 
verely FOR HIS NEGLECT. 

STEELED with this cautious max- 
im, he guarded himfelf from their 
united endeavours, in fundry fubfequent 
attacks, by which his firlt conjecture 
was confirmed, and ftill came off con- 
queror, by virtue of his unparalleled 
fine fie and difcretion : till at length they 
feeined to defpair of making him their 
prey, and the count began to drop fome 
hints, importing a defire of feeing him 
more clofely united to the views and in- 
tereft of their triumvirate. But Ferdi- 
nand, who was altogether felfifh, artd 
quite folitary in his profpects, difcou- 
ragtd all thofe advances, being refolved 



to trade upon his own bottom only, and 
to avoid all fuch connections with any 
perli'ii or fociety whatever; much more 
with a let of raw adventurers, whofe 
talents he defpifed. With thefe fenti- 
ments, he ftill maintained the dignity 
and referve of His firlt appearance a- 
mono; them, and rather inh meed than 
diminilhed that idea of importance which 
he had mfpired at the beginning; be- 
caufe, befides his other qualifications, 
they gave him credit for the addrefs 
with which he kept himfelf fuperior to 
their united defigns. 

While he thus enjoyed his pre-emi- 
nence, together with the fruits of his 
fuccefs at play, which he managed lb 
difcieetly as never to incur the reputa- 
tion of an adventurer ; he one day 
chanced to be at the ordinary, when the 
company was furprized by the entrance 
of fuch a figure as had never appeared 
before in that place. This was no other 
than a perfon habited in the exact, uni- 
form of an Englilh jockey. His lea- 
thern cap, cut bob, fuftian frock, flan- 
nel waiitcoat, buff breeches, hunting- 
boots and whip, were fufficient or them - 
felves to furnifh out a phsenomenon for 
the admiration of all Paris : but thefe 
peculiarities were tendered ftill more 
conipicuous by the behaviour of the 
mar- who owned them. When he croft- 
ed the threshold of the outward door, 
he produced fuch a found from the 
fmack of his whip, as equalled the 
explofion of an ordinary cohorn ; and 
then broke forth into the halloo of a 
fox- hunter, which he uttered with all 
it's variations; in a ftrain of vocife- 
ration that feemed to aftonifh and con- 
found the whole aflembly, to whom he 
introduced himfelf and his fpaniel, by 
exclaiming, in a tone fomethingiefs me- 
lodious than the cry of mackare] or live 
cod : ' By your leave, gentlevolks ! I 
' hope there's no offence in an honeft 
' plain Englishman's coming with mo- 
' ney in his pocket to tafte a bit of your 
' Viench frigafee and ragooze.' 

This declaration was made in fuch a 
wild, fmtaftical manner, that the great- 
eft part of the company miltook him for 
fome favage monfter or maniack, and 
confulted their fafety by ftarting up from 
table, and drawing their fwoids. The 
Engliftiman feeingfuch amartial appara- 
tus produced againft him, recoiled fwoor 
three fteps, faying, ' Waunds! a believe 
* the people are all bewitched ! What 

« dc 
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do they toke me for a bead of prey ? 
Is there nobody here that knows Sir 
Stentor Stile, or can fpeakjto me in 
my own lingo ?* He had no fooner 
pronounced thefe words, than the baro- 
net, with marks of infinite finprize, ran 
towards him, crying, 'Good Heaven! 
' Sir Sttntor ! who expecled to meet 

* with you in Paris?' Upon which, the 
other eyeing him very earneltly, ' Odds 
heartlikens!' cried he, • my neighbour 

* Sir Giles Squirrel, as I am a living 

* foul!' With thefe words, he flew 
upon him like a tiger, killed him from 
dr to ear, demolished his periwig, and 
difordered the whole oeconomy of his 
drefs, to the no fmall entertainment of 
the company. 

Having well nigh ft i fled his country- 
man with embraces, and ixfmeared him- 
felf with pulville from head to foot, he 
proceeded in this manner: ' Mercy up- 
« on thee, knight ! thou art fo trani- 
mograpkied, and bedaubed, and be- 
dizened, that thou mought rob thy 
own mother without fear of informa- 
tion! Look ye here now, I will be 
truffed, if the very bitch that was 
brought up in thy own bofom, knows 
thee again! — Hey, Sweetlips ' here, 
huffy ; damn thee, tuoad, do'ft n't 
know thy old mealier ? Ey, ey, thou 
may'lt i'mell till Cluiftmas: I'll be 
bound to be hanged, knight, if the 
creature's noj'e an't foundered by the 
damned (linking perfumes you have 
got among you.' 
Thefe compliments being pad, the 
two knights fat down by one another; 
and Sir Stentor being afked by his 
neighbour, upon what errand he had 
eroded the lea, gave him to underlland, 
that he had come to Fiance, in confe- 
quence of a wager with Squire Snaffle, 
who had laid a thoufand pounds, that 
lie, Sir Stentor, would not travel to 
Paris by himfelf, and for a whole month 
appear every clay at a certain hour in 
ti-.epublick walks, without wearing any 
other drefs than that in which he faw 
Jn'm. ' The fellow has got no more 
' fluff in his pate,' continued this polite 
ftranger, « than a jack-afs, to think I 
could not find my way hither, thof I 
could not jabber your French lingo. 
Ecod ! the people of this country are 
fharp enough to find out your mean- 
ing when you want to Iper.d any thing 
among them i and as for the matter 
of divli, bodlikins ! for a thoufand 
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; pounds I would engage to live in the 
1 midll of them, and fhew myfelf with- 
1 out any cloaths at all. Odd's heart' 
' a true-born Englishman needs not to 
1 be afeard to fhew his face, nor his 
; backlide neither, with the belt French- 
' man that ever trod the ground. Thof 
' we Englishmen don't beplailler our 
' doublets with gold and filver, I be- 
' lieve as how we have our pockets bet- 
' ter lined than molt of our neighbours, 

• and for all my bit of a fultian frock, 

• that coll me in all but forty (hillings, 
1 I believe, between you and me, knight, 
' I have more dult in my fob, than all 
1 thel'e powdered fparks put together. 
' But the worlt of the matter is this 9 
' here is no i'olid belly-timber in this 
' country : one can't have a flice of a 

• delicate firloin, or nice buttock of 
' beef, for love or monty. Apize upon 

* them ! I could get no eatables upon 

* the ruoad, but what they call bully t 
' which looks like the flefh of Pharaoh's 

* lean kine (tewed into rags and tatters; 
' and then their peajohn, peajohn! rab- 
' bet them, one would think every old 
' woman of this kingdom hatched pi- 
' geons from her own body!' 

It is not to be fuppofed that fuch an 
original tat unoblerved. The French 
and other foreigners, who had never 
been in England, were llruck dumb 
with amazement at the knight's appear- 
ance and deportment ; while the English 
guells were overwhelmed with fhame 
and confufion, and kept a mod wary 
filence, for fear of being recognized by 
their countryman. As for our adven- 
turer, he was inwardly transported with 
joy at fight of this curiolity. He con- 
iideied him as a genuine, rich coun- 
try booby, of the right English growth, 
fie.'h as imported; and his heartthrob- 
bed with rapture when he heard Sir 
Stentor value himi'elf upon the lining of 
his pockets : he forelaw, indeed, diat 
the other knight would endeavour to re- 
fer, e him for his own game; but he 
was too conlcious of his own accom- 
plishments to think he fliould find great 
difficulty in fuperlcding the influence or" 
Sii Giles. 

Mean while, the new-comer was, by 
his friend, helped to fome ragout, which 
pleated his palate fo well, that he de- 
clared he Should now make a hearty 
meal, for the firlt time fince he had 
eroded the water ; and while his good- 
humour prevailed, he drank to every 

individual 
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individual around the table. Ferdinand 
itized this opportunity of infirruating 
himfelf into his favour, by lay in 
Englifli, he was glad to find there was 
any thing in France that was agreeabie 
to Sir Stentor. To this compliment the 
knight replied, with an air of furprize : 

* Waunds ! I find here's another coun- 

* tryman of mine, in this here compa- 
' ny. Sir, I am proud to fee you with 

* all my heart.' So fpeaking, he thru ft 
out his right-hand acrofs the table, and 
fhook our hero by the fill, with fuch 
violence of civility, as proved very griev- 
ous to a French marquis; who, in help- 
ing himfelf to foup, was jollied in fuch 
a manner, as to overturn the dividing 
ipoon in his own bofom. The EngliSh- 
man feeing the mifchief he had pro- 
duced, cried, ' No offence, I hope!' in 
a tone of vociferation, which the mar- 
quis in all probability mifcon (trued : 
for he began to model his features into 
a very fublime and peremptory look; 
when Fathom interpreted the apology, 
and at the fame time informed Sir Sten- 
tor, that although he himfelf had not 
the honour of being an Englishman, he 
had always entertained a moft particu- 
lar veneration for the country, and learn- 
ed the language in confequence of that 
efteem . 

• Blood !' anfwered the knight, ' I 
4 think niylelf the more obliged to you 

* for your kind opinion, than if you 

* was my countryman in good earned: 

* for there be abundance of we Eng- 

* lift, (no offence, Sir Giles !) that feem 
' to be a/named of their own nation, 

* and leave their homes to come and 
' fpend their fortunes abroad, among 

* a parcel of — you tinderitand me, Sir 
' — a word to the wife, as the faying 
' is — ' Here he was interrupted by an 
article of the fecond courle, that feemed 
to give him great difturbance: this was 
a roafted leveret very ftrong of the fu- 
met, which happened to be placed di- 
rectly under his nofe. His fenl'e of 
fmelling was no fooner encountered 
by the effluvia of this delicious fare, 
than he ftarted up from table, exclaim- 
ing, * Odds, my liver ! here's a piece 

* of carrion, that I would not offer to 
' e'er a hound in my kennel; 'tis enough 
' to make any Chriftian vomit both gut 
' and gall.' And, indeed, ' by the wry 
faces he made while he ran to the door, 
his ftomach feemed ready to juftify this 
laft ailirlion. 



The abbe, who concluded from ftiefe 
fymptoms of difguft, that the leveret 
was not fufficiently ftale, began to ex- 
hibit marks of dii'content, and denied 
that it might be brought to the other 
end of the f.ble for his examination. 
He accordingly hung over it with the 
moft greedy appetite, feafting his nof- 
trils with the fleams cf animal putre- 
fecYiori ; and at length declared that the 
morceau was paffable, though he owned 
it would have been highly perfecl had 
it been kept another week. Neverlhe- 
lels, mouths were not wanting to dif- 
cufs it, infipid as it was; for in three 
minutes there was not a veftige to be 
ietn of that which had offended the 
organs of Sir Stentor, whonowrefumed 
his place, and did juftice to the deffert. 
But what he feemed "to relifh better than 
any other part of the entertainment, 
was the converfation of our adventurer ; 
whom, after dinner, he begged to have 
the honour of treating with a dim of 
coffee; to the iteming mortification of 
his brother knight, over which Fathom 
exulted in his own heart. 

In Short, our hero, by his affability 
and engaging; deportment, immediately 
gained poffeflion of Sir Stentor's good 
graces ; inlbmuch, that he delired to 
crack a bottle with him in the evening, 
and they repaired to an auberge, whi- 
ther his fellow-knight accompanied 
them, not without manifeft figrss of re- 
luctance. There the fti anger gave a 
loofe to jollity ; though at firft he damned 
the Burgundy as a poor, thin liquor, 
that ran thiough him in a twinkling, 
and inilead of warming, cooled his 
heart and bowels : however, it infen- 
iibly feemed to give the lye to his impu- 
tation ; for his fpirits role to a more 
elevated pitch of mirth and good fel- 
lowship ; he lung, or rather roared, the 
Early Horn, lb as to alarm the whole 
neighbourhood, and began to fiabber 
his companions, with a moft bear-like 
affection. Yet, whatever hafte he made 
to the goal of ebiiety, he was diftanced 
by his brother baronet ; who, from the 
beginning of the party, had made lit- 
tle other ul'e of his mouth, than to re- 
ceive the glai's, and now funk down 
upon the floor, in a ftate cf temporary 
annihilation. 

He was immediately carried to bed 
by the direction of Ferdinand, who now 
faw himfelf in a manner pofleflbr of 
'that mine, to which he had made fuch 
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eager and artful advances. Tint he 
might, therefore, cany on the approaches 
in the lame cautious manner, be gra- 
dually (hook, off the trammels ot to- 
briery, gave a looie to that (pint of 
freedom, which good liquor commonly 
inlpirWyind in the familiarity of drunk. - 
ennefs, owned himfelf head of a noble 
family of Pohnd, from which he had 
been obliged to abfent himfelf on ac- 
count of an affair of honour, not yet 
compromifed. 

Having made this confeflion, and 
laid ftrong injunctions of kciely upon 
Sir Stentor, his countenance teemed to 
acquire from every fucceeding glafs a 
newiymptomof intoxication: they re- 
newed their embraces, fwore eternal 
friendfhipfrom that day, and lwallowed 
frefh bumpers, till both being in all ap- 
pearance quite overpowered, they be- 
gan to yawn in concert, and even nod 
in their chairs. The knight fcemed 
to relent the attacks cf (lumber, as (b 
many impel tinent attempts to interrupt 
their entertainment; he curled his own 
propenfity to deep, imputing it to the 
damned French climate, and proposed 
to engage in forne paltime that would 
keep them awake. ' OJds fkfh!" cried 
the Biiton, ' when I'm at home, I defy 

* all the devils in hell to fallen my eye- 

* lids together, i( fo be as I am other - 

* wife inclined. For there's mother, and 
4 filler Nan, and brother Numps, and 
4 I, continue to divert ourfelves at 
4 all-fours, brag, cribbidge, tetotum, 

* hufsle-cap, and chuck vanning ; and 
.' thof I fay it, that fliould n't fay it, 

' I won't turn my buck to e'er a he in 
4 England, at any of theft: paltimes : 
' and fo, count, if you are to difpofed, I 
' am your man, (that is, in the way of 
4 fikndfhip) *t which of thele you 

* (hall pleaie to pitch upon.' 

To this propofal Fathom teplied, he 
was quite ignorant of all the games he 
had mentioned ; but, in order to amule 
Sir Stentor, he would play with him at 
lanfquenet, for a tnfle, as he had laid 
it down for a maxim, to rilk nothing 
confiderable at play. ' Waiinds! 1 an- 
d the knight, ' I hope you don't 

* think I come here in quelt of mo- 
4 ney. Thank God ! I tiave a . 

* landed eitute woitlt live thoufand a 

* year, and owe no man a halfpenny ; 
' and I quellion v. :tb 1 there be many 

* counts in your nation, (no offence, I 

* hope!) tu-1 can fay a bolder word. 



' As for your lambikin net, I know 
• nothing of the matter : but I will tofs 
4 up with you for a guinea, croi's or pile, 
4 as the faying is ; or if there is fuch a- 
' thing in this country as a box and 
4 dice, I love to hear the bones rattle 
4 fometiines.* 

Fathom found fome difficulty in con- 
cealing his joy, at the mention of this 
lalt amufement, which had been one of 
his chief ftudies, and in which he had 
made fuch progreis, that he could cal- 
culate all the chances with the utmoft 
exactnefs and certainty. However, he 
made (hift to contain himielf within 
due bounds, and with teeming indiffe- 
rence, confented to pals away an hour 
at hazard, provided the implements 
could be procured. Accordingly, the 
landlord was confujted, and their defire 
gratified ; the dice were produced, and 
the table relounded with the elicits of 
their mutual eagernels. Fortune, at 
full, declared for the Engliihman, who 
was permitted by our adventurer to win 
twenty broad pieces; and he W3S fo 
elated with his fuccels, as to accompany 
every lucky t'nrow with a loud burl! of 
laughter, and other lavage and fnnple 
ifeltarionsof exceilive joy, exclaim- 
ing in atone fomething lefs Tweet than 
the bellowing of a bull, ' Now for the 
4 main, count: odd! here they come ; 
4 here are the feven black liars, I'faith. 
4 Come along my yellow-boys. Odds 
4 heart ! I never liked the race of Louis 
4 before.' 

Fathom drew happy prefages from 
thefe bovifli raptures j and after having 
indulged them 01 fome -time, began to 
avail himfelf of his arithinetick, in 
confscjuence of which the knight was 
obliged to refund the greater! part of 
his winning •. then he altered his note, 
and became as intemperate in h:s ;ha- 
grin, as he had been before immoderate 
in his mirth. He curled himfelf and 
his whole geneiation, damned his b3d 
luck, (lamped with his feet upon the 
floor, and challenged Ferdinand to dou- 
ble Hakes. This was a very welcome 
propofal to our hero, who found IJir 
Stentor, jult fuch a fubjeel as he had 
long defiled to encounter with; the 
more the Englifltman laid, the more 
he loft; and Fathom took caie to in* 
(lame his paffions, by certain wcll- 
time I fare !,ns upon his wanl ol 
pient, till at length he bei .... .t- 

rageous, lwore the die . and 

thn 
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threw them out at the window; pulled 
off his perriwig, and committed it to 
the flames ; lpoke with the molt ranco- 
rous contempt of his adverf'ary's (kill, 
infilling upon his having ltrippcd many 
a better man, for all he was a count, 
and threatening that before they parted, 
he mould not only look like a Pole, but 
alfo fmell like a pole- cat. 

This was a fpirit which our adven- 
turer induftrioufly kept up, obferving 
that the Englifh were dupes to all the 
world ; and that in point of genius and 
addrefs, they were no more than noify 
braggadocios. In (hort, another pair 
of dice was procured ; the (takes were 
again raifed, and after feveral vicifli- 
tudes, fortune declared fo much in fa- 
vour of the knight, that Fathom loft 
all the money in his pocket, amounting 
to a pretty confiderable fum. By this 
time, he was warmed into uncommon 
eagernefsand impatience; being equally 
piqued at the fuccefs and provoking ex- 
ultations of his antagonist, whom he 
now invited to his lodgings, in order to 
decide the conteft. Sir Stentor com- 
plied with his requeft ; the difpute was 
renewed with various fuccefs, till to- 
wards day-light, Ferdinand faw this 
noify, raw, unexperienced fimpleton, 
carry off ail his ready-cam, together 
with his jewels, and almoft everything 
that was valuable about his perfon ; and, 
to crown the whole, the vi6lor at part- 
ing, told him with a molt intolerable 
fneer, that fo foon as the count (hould 
receive another remittance from Poland, 
he would give him his revenge. 



CHAP. XXV. 

HE BEARS HIS FATE LIKE A PHI- 
LOSOPHER, AND CONTRA 6TS AC- 
QUAINTANCE WITH A VERY RE- 
MARKABLE PERSONAGE. 

THIS was a proper fubjeft for our 
hero to moralize upon ; and ac- 
cordingly, it did not pal's without his 
remarks ; he found himfelf fairly toiled 
at his own weapons, reduced to indi- 
gence in a foreign land ; and, what he 
chiefly regretted, robbed of all thofe 
gay expectations he had indulged from 
his own fuppofed excellence in the wiles 
of fraud : for, upon a little recollection, 
,he plainly perceived he had fallen a fa- 
'crifice to the confederacy he had refuted 



to join; and did not at all doubt that 
the dice were loaded for his deftru&ion. 
But inltead of beating his head againft 
tire wall, tearing his hair, imprecating 
vain curies upon himfelf, or betraying 
other frantick fymptoms of defpair, he 
refolved to accommodate himfelf to his 
fate, and profit by the leffon he had fo 
dearly bought. 

With this intention, he immediaiely 
difmiffed his valet, quitted his lodgings, 
retired to an obfcure ftreet on the other 
fide of the river, and covering one eye 
with a large patch of black filk, pre- 
fented himfelf in quality of a mulician, 
to the director of the opera; who, upon 
hearing a trial of his (kill, received him 
into the band without farther queftion. 
While he continued in this fituation, 
he not only improved his tafte and ex- 
ecution in mufick, but likewife found 
frequent opportunities to extend his 
knowledge of mankind ; for, befides 
the employment he exercifed in publick, 
he was often concerned in private con- 
certs that were given in the hotels of 
noblemen ; by which means he became 
more and more acquainted with the per- 
fons, manners, and characters of high 
life, which he contemplated with the 
moft induftrious attention, as a i'pecta- 
tor, who being altogether unconcerned 
in the performance, is at more liberty 
to obferve and enjoy the particulars of 
the entertainment. 

It was in one of thofe affeinblies he 
had the pleafure of feeing his Friend Sir 
Stentor, dreffed in the molt fafhionabie 
manner, and behaving with all the 
overftrained politeffe of a native French- 
man; he was accompanied by his bro- 
ther knight and the abbe; and this 
triumvirate, even in Fathom's hearing, 
gave a molt ludicrous detail of the h- 
netTe they had pracliied upon the Po- 
lifli count, to their entertainer, who was 
ambaffador from a certain court, and 
made himfelf extremely merry with the 
particulars of the relation. Indeed, they 
made (liift to defcribe fome of the cir- 
cumttances in fuch a ridiculous light, 
that our adventurer himfelf, Smarting 
as he was with the difgrace, could not 
help laughing in fecret at the accoun!. 
He afterwards made it his bufinefs to 
enquire into the characters of the two 
Bntifh knights ; and underltood they 
were notorious lharpers, who had come 
abroad for the good of their country, 
and now hunted in couple among a 

French 
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h pa. k that di. Ives 

through the publkk ardin dks, 

ami :. ■ --, in order to make a prey 

1 s. 

The prkle ot Ferdinand was piqued 

art tins information; an. I he " 

I with the defile ot' making re- 

puliils upon this fir; ternitr, from which 

rdently longed 1 retrieve hi> honour 

; but thoiiTae of h; 
tire had reinforced his caution] and 
. -■ preftm*, he found means to (up- 
of his avarice and am* 
tiition; refolving :.) employ his whole 
!i- conn< i 1 in"; tin- ground 1 
(hould venture to take the 
again. He continued to 

ait the part of" a one-eyed falter, under 
the name of Fadini, and lived with in* 
credible frugality, that he might lave a 
purle tor his future operations. In this 
manner hail he p for the fp»ce 

ids ten months, during which ha acquai- 
nt knowledge of tjte city 
of Pan;, v was at;: 

ed by certain pic in the appear- 

ance of a man who lived m one of line 

■ to the houle 
If had fix* .1 his habi- 
. 

.■•is a tall, thin, meagre figure, 
Mack, h 
a brown complexion, and a molt 
in his o es : he termed 
the are of firy, wore the 
ian habit, and liieic was a remark- 
in his alpecr. and demea- 
irei had been 
. s tor feme ;i:r,e ; andi ac- 
ile culh m of thefe 
iherto remained as d 
'. to one another, 89 if tiley bad 
live ■ of the globe ; but 

.e, the Perfian leemed to regard our 
• with particular attention; when 
they chanced io meet on the ftair-eafe 
or elfewhere, he bowed to Ferdin 
with great f< and compliment- 

ed him with ih.e /«.. .- he even proceed- 
ed in tin t this communication 
to open his mouth, and fahire him with 
ow, and femetimrs made 
>mmon remarks upon the weather. 
Fathom, who was naturarly complai- 
nant, did not difcouragc thefe advances : 
OH tl ■ ii.ived ty him with 
i of particular rcip'.Jt; and one 
.- favour at h;o con,,i .i.y 
to bleak ■ 

This invitation the itrauger declined 



with due acknowledgment, on pre; 
of being out of erdej ; and i i) the mran 
time our adventurer bethought bin 
o! questioning the landlord concen 
his ontlandifh guelt. His cnriolity was 
rather inflamed than fatisfied with the 
information he could obtain from this 
quarter j for ail he learned was, tint 
the Perfian went by the name of Ali 
Bekei ; and that he had lived in tl.c 
houle fnr the fpace of four months, in 
a molt folitary and parfimonious man- 
ner, witliout being vilitcd by one livir.g 
foid ; that, for feme time after his ar- 
rival, he had been often heard to groan 
difmally in the night, and even to ex- 
claim in an unknown language, as if 
lie had laboured under feme grievous 
affliction; and though the fir it trar.f- 
ports of his grief had fubfuleu, it was 
eafy t<. perceive heliil! indulged a deep- 

i mcholy, for the tears ■. 
frequently obferved to trickle down his 
I. The commilfaire of the quarter 
had at firfl ordered this Oriental to be 
watched in his out-goings, according 
to the maxims of the French police ; 
but his life was found fo regular and 
inofFeniive, that this precaution was loon 
let afide. 

Any man of humane fentiments, from 
the knowledge of thefe particulars, wc.ni i 
have been prompted to offer his lirrvices 
to the forlorn (tranger; but as our I 
was devoid of all thefe infirmities Qi 
human nature, it was necelTary thai 

. motives fliould produce the fame 
efFecl i his cunofuy, therefore, joined 
with tiie hopes of converting the coufi- 
i pi Ail to his own emolument, 
eiuefually impelled him towards his ac- 
quaintance ; and in a Utile time 

in to rclilh the conveiiition of cadi 
other; for, as the reader 1 e al 

puil Sid all 

the aits pf infmt:-iiio:i , and hi d dn'cun- 
ment enough to perceive an air of dig- 
nity in the Perfian, which the humility 
of his circumlfances could not conceal. 
He was, moreover, a man of good un- 
nding, not without a tincture of 
. ; juhctly well.bred, though in 
a cere rr, nious ll I ■ ■ xtrenv I3 in n 1] 
in his difcourfe, ana fcrupuloutly nice 
in his notions of honour. 

Our heroconfi inn d I | 

fpec't- to the othci b • pin on, and ma* 
d his dilcief.' 1. lo as to p,,i- upqU 
m reduced by misfor- 
tunes to the exercife of an employment 
K which 
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which was altogether unfuitable to his 
birth and quality. He made earneft and 
repeated tenders of his good offices to 
t'.ie (hanger, and prefTed him to make 
ule of his purfe with fuch cordial perl'e- 
verance, that at length Ali's referve was 
overcome, and he condefcended to bor- 
row of him a fmall fum, which in all 
probability i'aved his lifej for he had 
been driven to the utmolt extremity of 
want before he would accept of this af- 
fiftance. 

Fathom, having gradually Hole into 
his good graces, began to take notice of 
many piteous fighs that efeaped him in 
the moments of their intercourfe, and 
feemed to denote an heart fraught with 
woe; and, on pretence of adminiftring 
confolation and counfel, begged le.ive to 
know the caufe of his diftrefs ; obfe'rv- 
ing, that his mind would be difburden- 
ed by fuch communication, and perhaps 
his grief alleviated by fome means which 
they might jointly concert and execute 
in his behalf. 

Ali, thusfolicited, would often (hake 
his head with marks of extreme forrow 
and deipondenee, and while the tears 
guflied from his eyes, declared that his 
diftreis was beyond the power of any re- 
medy but death, and that by making 
our hero his confident, he fhouid only 
extend his unhappincfs to a friend, 
without feelmg the leatt remitlion of his 
own torture. Notwithstanding thefe re- 
peated declarations, Ferdinand, whowas 
well enough acquainted with the mind 
of man to know that fuch importunity 
is feldom or never difagreeable, redou- 
bled his in(ta;::es, together with his ex- 
preffions of fympathy and efteem, until 
the ftranger was prevailed upon to gra- 
tify his curiolity and benevolence. 
Having, therefore, fecured the chamber- 
door one night, while all the reit of the 
family were afleep, the unfortunate Ali 
difclofed himfelf in thele words. 



CHAP. XXVI. 

THE HISTORY OF THE NOBLE CAS- 
TILIAN. 

* T Should be ungrateful, as well as 
JL ' unwile, did I longer refill the 

* delire you exprefs to know the parti- 

* culars of that deftiny which hath dri- 
4 ven mcto this miferabledifguife, and 

* rendered me in all confideratisns the 



moft wretched of men. I have felt 
your friendfhip, am confident of your> 
honour, and though my misfortunes 
are fuch as can never be repaired, be- 
caufe I am utterly cut off from hope, 
which is the wretch's laft comfort, 
yet I may by your means be enabled 
to bear them with fome degree of for- 
titude and refignation. 
' Know, then, my name is not Hali j 
neither am I of Perfian extraction. I 
had once the honour to own myfelf a 
Caltilian, and was, under the appella- 
tion of Don Diego De Zelos, refpecl- 
ed as the head of one of the molt an- 
cient families of that kingdom. Judge, 
then, how fevere that diltrefs mult be, 
which compels a Spaniard to renounce 
his country, his honours, and his 
name! My youth was not ipent in 
inglorious eale ; neither did it walte 
unheeded in the rolls cf fame. Be- 
fore I had attained the age of nine- 
teen, I was twice wounded in battle ; 
I once fortunately recovered the ftand- 
ard of the regiment to which I be- 
longed, after it had been feized by 
the enemy; and at another occalion 
made mitt to fave the life of my colo- 
nel when he lay at the mercy of an 
enraged barbarian. 
1 He that thinks I recapitulate thefe 
particulars out of oltentationj does 
wrong to the unhappy Don Diego De 
Zelos, who, in having performed thefe 
little acts of gallantly, thinks he has 
done nothing but limply approved 
himlelf worthy of being called a Cal- 
tilian. I mean only to do jultice to 
my own character, and to make you 
acquainted with one of the moft re- 
markable incidents of my life. It 
was my fate, during my third cam- 
paign, to command a troop of horfe 
in the regiment of Don Gonzales 
Orgulla, between whom and my fa- 
ther a family fend had long been 
maintained with great enmity; and 
that gentleman did not leave me with- 
out realon to believe he rejoiced at 
the opportunity of exerciilng his rc- 
fentment upon his adverfary's fun ; 
for he witheld from me that coun- 
tenance which my fellow-officers en- 
joyed, and found means to fubject 
me to divers mortifications, of which 
I was not at liberty to complain, 
Thefe I bore in iilence for fome time, 
as part of my probation in the cha- 
racter of a ioldier : refclved, never- 

1 thelefs, 
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* thelefs, to employ my intereft at court 
« for a removal into another corps, and 
' to take luine future opportunity of ex- 

* plaining my fcntiinents to DonGon- 
' zales, upon the injultice of his beha- 
1 viour. 

! While I animated oayfelfwiib thefe 

* fcntiinents, agamli the difcourage- 

* inents I underment, ana 1 the hard du- 

* ty to which I was daily expofed, it 

* was our fate to be concerned in the 

tie of Saragoffa, where our, regi- 

* ment was lb feverely handled by the 

* Englilh infantry, that it was forced 
' to give ground, with the lofsofone 

* half of it's officers and men. Don 
« Gonzales, who acted as brigadier in 

* another wing, being informed of our 

* fate, and dreading the difgrace of his 
' corps, which had never turned back 
4 to the enemy* put fpurs to his horfe, 

* and riding acrol's the field at full 

, allied our broken fquadrons, 

* and bed us hack to the charge with 
4 (neb intrepidity of behaviour, as did 
1 net fail to infpire us all with uncom- 

* mon courage and alacrity : for my 

* divii pait, I thought myicH doubly 
' interelted to diltinguifh my valour ; 
1 not only on account of my own glory, 

* but likewife on the fuppofition, that 

* as I was acting under the eye of Gon- 
1 zales, rny conduct would be narrow- 
1 ly obferved. 

» I therefore exerted myfclf with un- 
' ufual vigour, and as he began the at- 

* tack with the remains of my troop, 
' fought clofe by his fide during the reft 
' of the engagement' I even acquired 
' his applaufe in the very heat of battle. 
' Who his hat was (truck off, and his 
' horfe fell under him, I accommodated 
' and remounted him upon my own ; 

* and having feized for my own uih 
' another that belonged to a common 
' trooper, attended this licrn commander 
' as before, and leconded him in all his 
' repeated efforts. But it was impoffible 

* to withltand the numbers and impe- 

* tuoiity of the foe ; and Don Gonzales 

* having had the mortification to fee his 
' regiment cut in pieces, and the g 

. ' elt part of the army routed, was fain 
' to yield to the fortune oi the day : yet 
1 he retired as became a man of ho- 

* nour and a Caltilian ; that is, he 

* marched off with great deliberation, 
' in the i Spai ifh Uoops, and 

* fjecjmptly faced about to chick the 
'• pu&l'uit of the enemy. Indeed, this 



' excrcife of his had well nigh 

1 cut him his life; for, in one of theic 

clings, he was left almoft alone, 

1 Lind a final! party of the Portuguele 

* horfe had actually cut off our wm- 

* munication with the retreating forces 

* of Spain. 

1 In this dilemma, we had no other 

* chance for laving our lives and liberty, 
' th ui that oi' opening a paffjge lword 
' in hand; and this was what Gonzales 
' inftantly relblved to attempt. We no 
1 c udingly recommended our fouls lo 
' God, and charging the line abreaft of 

* another, bore down all oppoliiion, 
' and were in a fair way of accompli .11- 
' ing our retreat without farther dan- 
' ger; but the gallant Orgullo, in croff- 
1 ing a ditch, *ad the misfortune to t>e 

* thrown from his horfe, and was al- 
' moft the fame inllant overtaken by 
' one of the Portuguefe dragoons, whofe 
' fword was already fufpended over his 
' head, as he lay half-ltunned with his 
' fall; when I rode up, difcharged a 
' piltol in the ruffian's brain, and feat- 
' ing my colonel on his horfe, had the 
1 good fortune to conduct him to a 

* place of fafety. 

< Here he was provided with filch 

* accommodation ?.s his cafe required ; 

* for he had been wounded in the battle, 
' and dangeroufly bruifed by his fall : 
' and when all the neceffary fteps were 
' taken towards his recovery, 1 defired 
' to know if he had any farther com- 

* mands for his fervice, being refolved 
' to join the army without delay. I 
' thought proper to communicate this 
' queition by meffagc, becaufe he had 
' not l'poke one word to me during our 
' retreat, nctwithlfanding the good of- 
' nee he lnd received at my hands : a 
' relet ve which I attributed to his pride, 
' and relented accordingly. He no ibon- 
' er underftood my intention, than he 
' defired to fee me in his apartment, 
' and, as near as I can remember, (poke 
' to tilts effect. 

" Were your father Don Alonzo 
" alive, I mould now, in confequence 
" oi your behaviour, ban i (h every fog- 
" ge fion of refentment, and folicit his 
" fiiendfhip with great (incerity, Yes, 
" Don Diego, your virtue hath tri- 
" umphed over that enmity I bore your 
" houle; and I upbraid myfelfwith the 
*' ungenerous treatment you have !"t- 
" tited undei in\ Command, But it :s 
«' not enough (oi me tu withdraw that 
K. • «' i, 
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" rigour which it was unjuft to exer- 
" cil'e, and would be wicked to main- 
" tain : I mult likewife atone For the 
" injuries you have fultained, and make 
4< fomefuitable acknowledgment forth it 
" life which I have twice to-day ov I 
" to your valour and generality: Wl 
" tvex mtereft I have at court, fhili be 
" employed in your behalf ; and 1 h 
" other defigns in your favour, \\ 
•' fliall bcdi-fclofed indue feafon. Mean 
" while, I defire you will Itiil add 
" obligation to the debt which I have 
" already incurred, and carry this bir- 
" let, in perfon, to my Eltifania, who, 
" from the news of this fata! over 
* l throw, muft be in defpair upon my 
fi account." 

* So faying, he prefented a letter, 
' directed to his lady, which I received 
' in a tranfport of joy, with expreiftons 
' fuit3b!e to the occafion, and imme- 

* diately let out for his country- houfe, 
< which happened to be about thirty 

* Jeagues from the fpot. This expe- 

* dition was equally glorious and inte- 
' refting; for my thoughts upon the 

* road were engrolTed by the hope of 

* feeing Don Orgullo's daughter and 
' heirels Antonia, who was reported to 
' be a young lady of great beauty, and 
' the mod amiable accomplilhments. 

* However ridiculous it may Ceem for a 

* man to conceive a paffion for an ob- 
' jecTt which he hath never beheld, cer- 

* tain it is, rav fentimen s were fo 

* much pjrepoflefled by the tame of her 
i qualification', that I mult have fallen 
1 a victim to her charms, had they been 

* much lefs powerful than they were. 
' Notwithstanding the fatigues I had 

* undergone in the field, I clofed not 
' an eye until I arrived at the gale of 

* Gonzales, being determined to pre- 

* cede the report of the battle, that 

* Madam D'Orgullo might not be a- 
' farmed for the life of her hufband. 

' I declared my errand, and was in- 
s troduced into a l'aloon, where 1 had 
' not waited above three minutes, when 

* my colonel's lady appeared, and in 
4 great confufion received the letter, 

* exclaiming, '■' Heaven giant that Don 
.' Gonzales be well 1" In reading the 
' contents, the underwent a variety ( f 

* agitations ; but when (he had perilled 
: the whole, her countenance regained 
6 it's ferenity; and regarding me with 
f an air of ineffable complacency, " Don 
*r Diego," laid fhe, «« while I lament 



the national caWmiry, in the defeat 
of our army, I at the fame time feel 
the molt line ire in feeing you 

upon this occafion ; and, according 
to the directions of my dear lord, bid 
you heartily welcome to this houfe, 
as his preserver and friend. I v- , 
not unacquainted with yotfr character 
before this laft triumph of your yir- 
i have often prayed to Hea- 
ven for fome lucky determination of 
that fatal quarrel which raged fo long 
between the family of Gonzales and 
your father's houfe. My prayers have 
been heard, the long wifhed for te- 
conciliation is now effected; and I 
hope nothing will ever intervene to 
difturb this happy union." 
* To this polite and affectionate de- 
claration, I madeluch a reply, as be- 
came a young man whole heart over- 
flowed with-joy and benevolence; and 
deli red to know how foon her anfwer 
to my commander would be ready, 
that I might gratify his impatience 
with nil poflible difpatsh: After hav- 
ing th inked me for this frelh proof of 
my attachment, fire begged I would 
retire into a chamber, ant rep d'e my- 
felf from the uncommon fatigues I 
muft have undergone ^ bur finding I 
pei filled in the resolution of return 
to Don Gonzales, without allowing 
myfeif the lenft benefit of deep, Ihe 
left me engaged in conversation with 
an uncle of Don Gonzales, who le 
ed in the houfe, and gave orders that 
a collation fhould be prepared in an- 
other apartment, while (he retired to 
her clofet, and wrote a letter to her 
h u fb n 

' In lefs than an hour from my firft 
arriv I, I was introduced into a mbft 
elegant dining room, where a n. 
nificent entei ; cd up, 

and where we were joined by DonVia 
Eltifania, and her beautiful daogl 
ter, the fair Antonia ; who, advanc- 
ing with the mot' le fweettoer! , 
thanked me, in very war.; ..'ens 
of ackn ient, for the gen rb- 
of my conducl towards her Father; 
1 had been ray'ilhed with her fir it ap- 
i ranee, which fai i na- 
tion, and my faculties were fo 
difordered by this addrefs, that I an- 
fwered her compliment with the moll 
aukward confufion. But this difor- 
rier did not turn to niv prejudice in. 
the opinion of that lovely ere .tore, 

4 who 
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j has often tohl me in the fequel, 

■ ;'• | :\t- hcrl it credit for that 

. in mv behatiotrr, and that 

id more worthy of her 

• ; iff -lion thin it rhht iunc- 

, when my drel's was diicom- 

rtiy whole perfon disfi- 

• 1 by fhe toils and duty of the 

ng day ; for this very eHfha- 

itfelf to her r< fl-cl on 

« as the immediate effeft of th-.it v ry 

» merit bv which I was intirled to her 

J 

I m. 
' Wretch that I am ! to Airvive the 

* lols of f'uch an excellent woman, en- 
1 deared to mv remembrance by the 

* molt tender orEert of wedlock, hup- 
1 pily exei ciied for the fpace of five and 

* twenty years ! Forgive thele tears ; 

* they ate not the drops of weakftefs, 
' but remoiff. Not to trouble von with 

* idle particulars, fufnee it to fay, I was 
' favoured with fuch marks of diftmc- 
' tion by Madam D'Orgullo, that me 

* thought it incumbent upon her to let 
' me know die had not over-flfted her 

* hofpitr.lity, and while we fat at table 
' accolted me in theft words. " You 
" will not be Unprized; Don Diego, at 
" mv expeffions of regard, which I 
" own are unufual from a Spanifh lady 
" to a young cavalier like you, when 
" I communicate the contents nt this 
" letter from Don GcmMles." So fay - 
« in«, (lie put the billet into my hand, 
' and I read theft -.voids, or words to 
« thiscifect. 



(< AMIABLE ESTIFANIA, 

« rrOUwill onderfhnd, that I am 
*> "as well as a perlbn cum poi- 
" fihlv he, who has this day lived to 
<l fee the army of his ki ited. 

" If yon would know the particulars 
" of this unfortunate action, your cu- 
" riof.rv will be gratified by the bearer, 
" DoivDiego De Zelos, to whole virtue 
** ami bravery I am twice indebted for 
" my life, [thereforedefireyouwillre- 
" ceivehlm with that iclpcii and grati- 
" tude, which you (ball think due for 
u fuch an obligation ; and in entertain - 
" mg him, dilmif's that refcrve, which 
*' often difgracestheSpani/b holpitaiity. 
" In ■ word, let your own virtue and 
" beneficence conduit you upon this oc- 
" cafion, and let my Antonia's endea- 
rs vours be joined with your own, in 



" dong honour to the prcferver of her 
«• i ithef. Adieu. 1 '' 



• Such a tcflimonial could not fail of 
being very agreeable to a Voting fol- 
dier, who, by this time, !ia.! begMn to 
indulge the tranl'porting hope of being 
happy in the aims of the adorable 
Antonia. I profefled mylelf extreme- 
ly happy in having met with anop- 
portunitv of acquiring fuch a degree 
of my colonel's efteem, entertained 
them with a detail of his perfonal 
prowel's in the battle, and anfwered 
all their quelfiuns with that modera- 
tion which every man ought to pre- 
ferve in fpeaking of h ; s own beha- 
viour. Our repalt being ended, T 
took my leave of the ladies, and at 
parting received a leiter fiom Donna 
Eftifaflia to herhufband, together with 
a ring of great value, which (be beg- 
ged I would accept as a token of he r 
m. Thus loaded with honour 
and cavefles; I ill out on my return 
for the quarters of Don Gonzales, 
who couft fcarce credit his own eves 
when I delivered his lady's billet ; for 
h thought it impoflible to perform 
inch a journev in lb ihort a time. 
' When he fiad glanced over the pa- 
per, " Don Diego," faid he, " by 
' your fhort (fay, one would imagine 
* you had met with indifferent recep- 
' tion at my houfe: I hope Eftifsnia 
' has not been tleficreot in her duty ?" 
I anfwered this qu'efHori, by alluring 
him, my entertainment had been f<» 
agreeable in til refye&s, that nothing 
bur my duty to him, could have in- 
duced me to give- it up fo fodn. He 
then turned the conversion upon 
Antoftia, and hinted his intention I 
giving her in marriage to a young 
i iv 'her, for whom he had a pai 
lar friendfliip. I was lb much af- 
fecTed by this infmuation, which feem- 
ed at once to bialt all my hopes of 
love and happinefs, that the blood for - 
fook my face ; i was fttted wirh an 
univcrl'al trepidation, and even oblig- 
ed to retire; o-i pretence of being lud- 
denly taken ill. 

' I hough Gonzales feemed to im- 
pute this (iilonlerto fatigue and w.u.t 
of relf, he in hts heart afcribed it to 
the true oule; and after having 
(bunded my lentiments to his own lk- 
tutadtion, bleJTed me with a de:lar:i- 

* tion, 
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tion, importing thru I was the perfon 
upon whom he had pitched for a fon- 
in-law. I will not trouble you with a 
repetition of what palled on this inte- 
rcfting occafion, but proceed to ob- 
ferve, that his intention in my favour 
was far from being difagreeable to his 
lady; and that, in a little time, I 
had the good fortune to efpouie the 
charming Antonia, who iubmitled to 
the will of her father without re- 
luctance. 

* Soon after this happy event, I was, 
by the influence of Don Gonzales, 
joined to my own intereif, promoted 
to the command of a regiment, and 
ferved with honour during the re- 
maining part of the war. After the 
treaty of Utrecht, I was employed in 
reducing the Catalans to their alle- 
giance; and in an action with thofe 
obftinate rebels, had the misfortune 
to lofe my father-in-law, who by that 
time was preferred to the rank of a 
major-general. The virtuous Kit i - 
fania did not long furvive this melan- 
choly accident ; and the lofs of thefe 
indulgent parents, made fuch a deep 
imprefilon upon the tender heart of 
my Antonia, that I took the futt op- 
portunity of removing her from a 
place, in which every object ferved to 
cheriih her grief, to a pleaiant villa 
near the city of Seville, which I pur- 
chafed on account of it's agreeable 
fituation. That I might the more 
perfectly enjoy the pofTeiTion of my 
amiable partner, who could no longer 
brook the thoughts of another fepa- 
ration, peace was no fooner re-eita- 
blifhed, than I obtained leave to refign 
my commiiiion, and I wholly devoted 
mylelf to the joys of a doir.eltick 
life. 

« He3ven feemed to fmile upon our 
union, by Weiring us with a fon ; 
whom, however, it was plcal'ed to 
recal in his infancy, to.our unfpeak- 
able grief and mortification ; but, our 
mutual chagrin was afterwards al- 
leviated, by the birth of a daughter, 
who feemed born with every aecom- 
plifhment to excite the love and ad- 
miration of mankind. Why did na- 
ture deba/e fuch a mafter-piece with 
the mixture of an allay, which hath 
involved herfelf and her whole family 
in perdition ? But the ways of Pro- 
vidence are unfearchable. She hath 
paid the debt of her degeneracy 5 pence 



be with her foul ! the honour of my 
family is vindicated; though by » 
facrifice which hath robbed me of 
every thing elfe that is valuable in 
life, and ruined my peace pail all 
redemption! Yes, my friend, all the 
tortures that human tyranny can in- 
flict, would be eafe, tranquillity, and 
delight, to the untpeakable pangs and 
horrors I have felt ! 
' But, to return from this digrefllon. 
Serafina, which was the name ol that 
little darling, as ihe grew up, not 
only diicloied all the natural graces 
of external beauty, but likewile ma- 
nifested the molt engaging fweetnefs 
of difpofition, and a capacity for ac- 
quiring with eafe, all the accomplish- 
ments of her fex. It is impoflible to 
convey any adequate idea of a parent's 
raptures in the contemplation of fuch 
a fair bloflom ; ihe was the only- 
pledge of our love, (lie was preemp- 
tive heirefs to a Luge fortune, and 
likely to be the fole reprefentatr. e of 
two noble Caftili in families. She 
was the delight of all who law her, 
and a theme of praife for every 
tongue. You are not to foppofe that 
the education of fich a child was neg- 
lected. Indeed, it wholly eugiolled 
the attention of mc and my Antonia, 
and her proficiency rewarded our care. 
Betore Ihe had attained the age of 
fifteen, ihe was miftrefs of every ele- 
gant qualification, natural and ac- 
quired. Her perfon was, by that 
time, the confefled pattern ot beauty. 
Her voice was enchantingly fweet, and 
(he touched the lute with the moil 
ravilh.ing dexterity. Hcavtnand eaith! 
how did my bread dilate with joy. at 
the thoughts of having given birth to 
fuch perfe&ion ! how did my heart 
gulh with paternal fondnefs, whenever 
I beheld this ornament of my name! 
and what feenes of endearing trans- 
port, have I enjoyed with my An- 
tonia, in mutual congratulation upon 
our parental happineis! 
' Serafina, accompliihed as ihe was, 
could not fail to make conquefls 
among the Spanifh cavaliers, who are 
famous for lenlibility in love. Indeed, 
ihe never appealed without a numerous 
train of admirers; and though we 
had bred her up in that freedom of 
converfation and intcrcourfe, which 
holds a middle fpace between the 
French licence and Spaniih reftraint, 

'« ft? 
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* lhe was now fo much cxpofcd to the 
' addreflls of promiicuous gallantry, 

* that we found it necelfary to retrench 
4 the liberty of our houle, and behave 
4 to our male vilitants with great re- 
1 liive and circumlpeclion, that our 

* honour and peace might run no nlk 

* from the youth and inexperience of 
' our daughter. 

* This caution produced overtures 

* from a great many young gentlemen 

* of rank, and dillinclion, who courted 

* my alliance by demanding Serafina in 

* marriage ; and from the number, I 
1 had actually felected one pet'fon, 

4 was in all rel'pects worthy the poflef- 

* lion of fuchan meliimjble prize. His 
' name was Don ,' 1 inn ! De McnJozaj 
4 his birth was noble; and his charac- 
' ter dignified with repeated acts of 
4 generoiitv and virtue. Vet, before I 
4 would fignify to him my approbation 

* ofhisfuit, I refolved to inform my- 
' ielf, whether or not the heart of Se- 

* rafina was totally unengaged, and in- 
1 different to any other object, that I 
' might not lay a tyrannical reltraint 
4 upon her inclinations. I he refult of 

* my enquiry was a full conviction of 
4 her having hitherto been deaf to the 
4 voice of love ; and this piece of infor- 
' mntion, together with my own fenti- 
' it* nts in his favour, 1 communicated to 

* Don Martin i, who hi ard theie tidings 

* with tranfports of gratitude' and joy. 
' Hf- was immediately favoured with 
4 opportunities of acquiring the affection 
4 of my daughter, and his endeavours 
4 were at firit receive i with fuch re- 
4 fpectful civility, as might have been 
' eafily warmed into a mutual paflion, 
1 had nor the evil genius of our family 
4 interpofed. 

4 O, ii,' fri r ( 1 how fhal! I defcribe 
4 the depravity of that unhappy vir- 
' gih's lentiments! how recount the 
1 particulars of my own diflionour ! I 
' that am defcended from a long line of 
' ilfaiftrious CaitilianS] who never re- 

* ceived an injury tncy did hot revenge; 
' but wafhed away every Memiili in 
4 their feme; with the blood of thole 
4 who attempted to it in it. In thu 
4 circumlt u.ce, I have imitated the ex 1 - 
1 ample of n,y glorious progenitors; 
4 an J that confederation alone, hath 
' l'upporte I me aga'inlt all the affaults 
' of defpair. 

4 As I grudged no pains and expencc 
4 in perfecting the education ol Sera- 
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fina, my doors were open to every 
perfon who made an extraordinary 
figure in theptofellion of thole amu- 
ling fciences, in which (lie delighted. 
The houfc of Don Diego De Zelos 
was a little academy for painting, 
poetry, andmufick; and Heaven de- 
cried that it rtiould fall a lhcrifice to 
it's regard for thefc fatal and delu- 
five arts. Among other preceptors 
it was her fate to be under the in- 
Itruction of a curfed German; who, 
though his piofelTion was drawing, 
undciftood the elements and theory 
of naufick* polTefTed a large fund of 
learning and tafte, and was a per/on 
remarkable for his agreeable con verfa - 
tion. This traitor, who, like you, bad 
loft one eye, I not only admitted into 
my houfe, for the improvement of my 
daughter, but even diltinguifhed with 
particular marks of confidence and 
hvoiirj iittle thinking he had either 
inclination or capacity to debauch The 
l'cntiments of my child- I was re- 
joiced beyond inealure, to fee with 
it alacrity (he received his Icffbns, 
with what avidity (he liftened to his 
difcourfe, which was always equally 
moral, inftructing, and entertaining. 
• Antonia feemed to vie with me, 
in exprcllions of regard for this ac- 
compliihed ftranger, whom ih? could 
not help fu pooling to be a perfon of 
rank roily, reduced to his pre- 

fent fitu ition by feme unfortunite 
viciflitude of fate. I was difpoled to 
concur with this opinion, and actu- 
ally conjured him to make me his 
confident, with fuch proteitations, as 
left him no room to doubt my honour 
and beneficence j but he (lilt perfilfed 
in declaring, himffelf the Am of an ob- 
fcure mechanick in Bohemia-, an ori- 
gin to which fureJy no man would 
pretend, who had the lcalt claim to 
nobility of birth. While I was thus 
undeceived in my conjecture, touch- 
ing his birth and quality, I was eon- 
firmed in an opinion of his integrity 
and moderation, and looked upon him 
as a man of honour, in ddpite of the 
lownef* of his pedigree. N Is, 

he was at bottom a molt perfidious 
wretch, and all this modelty and (Hf- 
denial, were the effects of the melt vil- 
lain jus diflimulation, a cloak under 
whkh he unfufpectad robbed me of 
my honour and my pence. 
4 Not to trouble you vfjth p3r:icu5ats, 
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* the recital of which would tear my 

* heart-firings with indignation and »e- 

* morfe, I (hall only obferve, that by 

* the power or his infernal inlinuation, 

* he fafcinated the heart of Serafina, 

* brought over Antonia herftlf to the 
' interefls of his paffion, and at once 

* detached them both from their duty 

* and religion. Heaven and earth ! how 
' dangerous, how irreliltible, is the 
¥ power of infatuation ! While I re- 

* mained in the midll of this blind fe- 

* curity, waiting for the nuptials of 

* my daughter, and indulging myfelf 

* with the vain profpect of her approach- 

* ing felicity, Antonia found means to 
' pro trail the negociation of the mar- 

* riage, by reprefenting, that it would 
' be pity to deprive Serahna of the 
' opportunity flie then had of profiting 
1 by the German's minuet 1 ions j and 
4 upon that account I prevailed upon 
4 Don Manuel to bridle the impatience 
•' of his love. 

' During tills interval, as I one even- 

* ing enjoyed the cool air in my own 

* garden, I was accolted by an old 
' duenna, who had been my nurfe, and 

* lived in the family iince the time of 

* my childhood. " My duty,' 1 faid 

* file, " will no longer permit me to 
" wink in filence, at the wrongs I fee 
" you daily fuffer. Difhvifs that Ger- 
" man from your hcule, without de- 
" lay, if you relpect the glory of your 
" name, and the rites of our holy 
*• religion : the (banger is an abomi- 
" nable heretick ; and, grant Hea- 
<i ven ! he may not have already poi- 
" foned the minds of thole you hold 
" molt dear." I had been extremely 
1 alarmed at the beginning of this ad- 
« drefs ; but finding the imputation li- 

* mited to the article of religion, in 
« which, think God, I am no bigot, 

* I recovered my lerenity of dilpofition, 

* thanked the old woman for her zeal, 

* commended her piety, and encouraged 
' her to perfevere in making obierva- 

* tions on Inch fubjeits as fhould con- 

* cern my honour and my quiet. 

• We live in fuch a worid of wick- 
' ednel's and fraud, that a man cannot 

* be too vigilant in his own defence: 
' had I employed inch (pies from the 
¥ beginning, I fhould, in all probabi- 
' lity, have been at this day in poflel- 
' fior^ot every comfort that tenders life 
' agreeable. The duenna, thus autho- 
' rued, employed her iagacity with foch 



fueeefss, that I hid reafon to fufpecl 
the German of a defign upon the heart 
of Sera fin a ; but, as the preemptions 
did not amount tr> conviction, 1 con • 
tented myfelf with exiling him from 
iny houfe, under the pretext of hav- 
ing difcovered that he was an enemy 
to the catholick church ; and forth- 
with appointed a day for the celebra- 
tion of my daughter's marriage with 
Don Manuel De Merulofa. I could 
ealily perceive a cloud of melancholy 
overfpread the faces of Serafina and 
her mother, when I declared thefe my 
refolutions ; but, as they made no 
objection to what 1 propofed, I did 
not, at that time, enter into an ex- 
planation of the true motives that in- 
fluenced my conduct. Both parties 
were, probably, afraid of fuch expo- 
rtation. 

' Mean whi is preparations were made 
for the eipoufals of Serafina ; and, not- 
withftanding the anxiety I had un- 
dergone, on account of her connec- 
tion with the German, I began to 
think that her duty, her glory, had 
triumphed over all fuch low-born con- 
fiderations, if ever they had been en- 
tertained ; became fne, and even An- 
tonia, feemed to expecr the ceremony 
with refignaiion, though the features 
of both (till retained evident marks 
of concern, which I willingly impu- 
ted to the mutual profpe£l of their re- 
paration. This, however, was but a 
faithlefs calm, that foon, (ah! too 
foon) brought forth a tempeit, which 
hath wrecked my hopes. 
' Two days before the appointed 
union of Don Manuel and Serafina, 
I was informed by the duenna, that 
while (he accompanied Anion ia\s wait- 
ing-maid at church, (he had feen her 
receive a billet from an old woman; 
who, kneeling at her fule, had conven- 
ed it in fuch a myilerious manner, as 
wakened the duenna's apprehen lions 
about heryoung lady; (he had therefore 
hastened home, to communicate this 
piece of intelligence, that I might 
have an opportunity of examining the 
mefil-nger before (lie (liould have time 
to depofit her truir. 1 could not help 
(hivering with fearful pre (ages upon 
this occalion, and even abhoring the 
perlbn to whole duty and zeal I was 
beholden for the intelligence, even 
while I endeavoured to perfuade my- 
felf, that the enquiry would end in 

♦ the 
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* the detection of fouie paltry intrigue, 
' between the maid an J her own gal- 

* hut, I intercepted her in i tin 

* from church ; and commanding her 

* to follow me to a convenient place, 

* extorted from her, by dint of threats, 

* the fatal letter, which I read to Uus 
■ effect. 

•• '"pHE whole bufinefs of my life, 
•*■ " O divine Serafina ! will be to 
«' repay th tt affection I have been lb 
" hippy as to engage. With what 
«' transport, then, ihall I obey your 
11 fummons in performing that enter* 
** prize, which will refcue you from 
*« the bed of a detelied rival, and put 
«• mvfelf in full pofleffion of a jewel 
" winch I value infinitely more than 
« life. Yes, adorable creature, I have 
■« provided every thing for your efcape; 
" and at midnight will attend you in 
'* your own apartment, from whence 
«' you fliaii be conveyed into a land of 
m liberty and peace, where you will 
** unmolelted enjoy the purity of that 
•< religion you have efpoufed, and in 
" full l'ecuiity blefs the arms of your 
** ever faithful 

" Orlando." 



« Were you a fond parent, a tender 

* hufband, and a noble Caltilian, I 
mould not need to mention the unut- 
terable horrors that took pofTcifion of 
my bofom when I perilled this accurf- 
ed letter, by which I learned the apof- 
tafy, dilbbedience, and degeneracy, of 
my idolized Serafina, who had over- 
thrown and deiiroyed the whole plan 

1 of felicity which I had erected, and 

* blade J all the glories of my name j 

* and when the wretched meffenger, 
' tenified by my menaces and agitation, 

confertcd that Antonia herlclf was 
privy to the guilt of her daughter, 
whom (he had folemnly betrothed to 
le (Jem. an, in the light of Hea- 
ven ; and that by her connivance this 
plebeian intended that very night to 
bereave me of my child ; I was for 
fame moments itupified with grief and 
amazement, that gave way to an ex- 
tafy of rage, which had well nigh 
terminated in defpair and diffraction. 
* I now tremble, ami my head grows 

* giddy with the remembrance of that 

* dreadful occalion : behold how 

.ps trickle down my forehead ! this 
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agony is a fierce and familiar vifitant; 
1 ihall banifh it anon. I llimmoned 
my piidv, my rcl'eutment, to my af- 
fiftanqt ; thei'e are the cordials that 
fupport meagainltall other reflection sj 
thole were the auxiliaries that enabled 
me, in the day of trial, to perform that 
facrifice which my lionour demanded, 
id a ltrain (b loud, as to drown the 
cries of nature, love, and companion. 
Yes, they efpoufed that glery which 
humanity would have betrayed; and 
my revenge was noble, though unna- 
tural. 

• My fcheme was foon laid, my re- 
folution foon taken: I privately con- 
fined the wretch who had been the 
indurlriousflaveof this infamous con- 
fpiracy, that lhe might take no ftep 
to fruftrate or interrupt the execution 
of my defign. Then repairing to the 
houfe of an apothecary, who was de- 
voted to my fervice, communicated 
my intention, which he dnrrt not con- 
demn, and could not reveal, without 
breaking the oath of fecrefy I had 
impofed; and hefurnifhed me with two 
phials of poifon for the difinal cataf- 
trophe I had planned. Thus provid- 
ed, I, on pretence of fudden bufinefs 
at Seville, carefully avoided the dear, 
the wretched pair, whom I had devot- 
ed to death, that my heart might not 
relent by means of thofc tender ideas 
which the fight of them would have 
infallibly inipired ; and when day- 
light vanifhed, took my (ration near 
that part of the houfe through which 
the villain mult have entered on his hel- 
limpurpofe. Thcrelltood inaftateof 
horrid expectation ; my foul ravaged 
with the different paffions that affailed 
it, until the fatal momentarrived; when 
I perceived the traitor approach the 
window of a lower apartment, which 
led into that of Serafina, and gently 
lifting the cafement, which was pur- 
pofeiy left unfecured, infinuate half 
of his body into the houfe j then ruin- 
ing upon him in a traufport of fury, 
I plunged my fword into his heart, 
crying, " Villain, receive the reward 
ot thy treachery and prelumption!'* 
4 The lteel was fo well aimed as to 
render a repetition of the Itiokc unne- 
ceflaryj he uttered one groan, and 
fell breathlefs at my feet. Exulting 
with this fir ft fucceis of my revenge, 
I penetrated into the chamber, where 
the robber of my peace was expeftei 
I • by 
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* by the unhappy Serafina and her 
' mother, wlio feeing me enter with a 
4 moft favage afpect, and a fword reek- 

* ing with the vengeance I had taken, 

* feemed almoll petrified with fear. 
« Behold," laid I, " the Mood of that 
" bale plebeian, who mad.' an attempt 
" upon the honour of my houfe : your 
" confpiracy againft the unfortunate 
*' Don Diego De Zclos is now dil'co- 
*' veredj that prefumptuous (lave, the 
" favoured Orlando, is now no more."' 

* Scarce had I pronounced thefe 
' words, when a loud i'cream wa,s ut- 
« tercd by both the unhappy victims. 
«« If Orlando is {lain," cried the infa- 
« tuated Serafina, " what have I to do 
" with life ? — O my dear lord '. my huf- 
" band, and my lover ! how are our 
" promifed joys at once cut off ! — Here 
" ftrike, my father I compleat your bar- 
'« barous facrifice ; the fpirit ot the 
" murdered Orlando ft ill hovers for his 
*' wife." Tliefe frantick exclamations, 

* in which (lie was joined by Antonia, 
1 kept up the fury of my refentment, 
' which by meeknels and fubmifllon 

* might have been weakened and ren- 

* dered ineffectual. " Yes, haplefs 
*' wretches," I repliel, "ye (hall en- 
" joy your wiih ; the honour of my 
" name requires that both (hall die; 
5* yet I will not mangle the breaft of 
'* Antonia, on which I have lb often 
*' repofed ; I will not (lied the blood of 
,c Zelos, nor disfigure the beauteous 
" form of Serafina, on which I have fo 
" oftengazed with wonder and unfpeak- 
** able delight : here is an elixir, to 
<( which I trull the confummation of 
*' my revenge.' 

* So laying, I emptied the phials into 

* feparale cups, and preienting one in 

* each hand, the miferable, the fair of- 

* fenders, inftantly received the deitined 

* draughts, which they drank without 
' hefitation : thai praying to Heaven 
' for the wretched Don Diego, funk 
' upon the lame couch, and expired 
4 without a groan. O well-contrived 

* beverage! O happy compoution, by 
v. hich all the mileiies of life are lb 
eanly cured ! 

* Such was the fate of Antcnia and 
Serafina: thefe hands were the instru- 
ments that deprived them of life; thefe 
eyes beheld them the richelt prize that 

* Death had ever won. Powers fupremc! 
1 does Don Diego live to make this re- 

* capitulaUon '.i I have done my duty j 



' but, ah ! I am haunted by the furie* 
* ofremorfe: lam tortured with the in - 
' ceflant ftings of remembrance and re- 
gret ; even now the images of my 



wife and daughter prefent themfelves 
to my imagination. All the fcenes 
of happinefs I have enjoyed as a lover, 
hulband, and parent, all the endear- 
ing hopes I have cherifiied, now pafs 
in review before me, embittering the 
circumftanees of my inexpreflible woe; 
and I confider myfelfas afolitary out- 
can: from all the comforts of fociety! 
But enough of thefe unmanly com- 
plaints, the yearnings of nature are 
too importunate. 

* Having corrrpleated my vengeance, 
I retired into my clofet, and furnifliing 
myfelf with fome ready-money and 
jewels of confiderable value, went into 
the (table, faddied my favourite fteed, 
which I inftantly mounted, and be- 
fore the tumults of my breaft fublid- 
ed, found myfelf at the town of St. 
Lucar. There I learned from enqui- 
ry, that there was a Dutch bark in 
the harbour ready to fail ; upon which 
I addreTTed myfelf to the mafter, who 
for a iuitable gratification was prevail- 
ed upon to weigh anchor that fame 
night; fo that embarking without de- 
lay, I loon bid eternal adieu to my 
native country. It was not from rea- 
fon and reflection, that I took thefe 
meafures for my perfonal fafety ; but 
in confequerice of an involuntary in- 
ftinct, that feems to operate in the ani- 
mal machine, while the faculty oi 
thinking is fufpended. 
' To what a dreadful reckoning was 
I called, when reafon relumed her 
function ! you may believe me, my 
friend, when I allure you, that I 
(liould not have outlived thofe trage- 
dies I acted, had I not been restrained 
from doing violence upon myfelf, by 
certain confederations, which no man 
of honour ought to fet alide. I could 
not bear the thought of falling inglo- 
rioufly by the hand of an executioner, 
and intailing dilgrace upon a family 
that knew no ftain ; and I was deterred 
from putting an end to my own naile- 
ry, by the apprehenfions of pofthii- 
mous cenfure, which would have re- 
prefented me as a defponding wretch, 
utterly deftitute of that patience, for- 
titude, and relignation, which are the 
characterifticks of a true Caftilian. 
I was alfo influenced by religious mo- 

* tivesj 
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tives, that fuggeStcd to me the necef- 
fity of living to atone by my fuffer- 
ings and forrow for the- guilt I had 
incurred, in complying wrth a ravage 
punctilio, which is, I fear, dilplealing 
in the fight of Heaven. 
* Thefe were the reafons that oppofed 
my entrance into that peaceful harbour 
which death prefented to my view; 
and they were loon reinforced by an- 
other principle, that fanftioned iny 
determination to continue at the Ser- 
vile oar of life. In confequence of 
unfavourable winds, our veSIel for 
fome days made fmall progrefs in her 
voyage to Holland, and near the coatt 
of Gallicia we were joined by an En- 
glim (hip from Vigo, the matter of 
which gave us to understand, that 
before he Set fail, a courier had arriv- 
ed from Madrid at that place, with 
orders for the ccrregidor to prevent 
the efcape of any native Spaniard l>y 
fea from any port within his diftrict j 
and to ufe his utmolt endeavours to 
apprehend the perfon of Don Diego 
De Zelos, who was Sufpected of trea- 
fonable practices againlt the State. 
Such an order, with a minute defcrip- 
tion of my perfon, was at the fame 
timedifpatched to all the fea-portsand 
frontier places in Spain. 
' You may eafily fuppofe how I, 
who was already overwhelmed with 
diftrefs, could bear this aggravation 
of misfortune and disgrace : I, who 
had always maintained the reputation 
of loyalty, which was acquire', at the 
hazard of my life, and the expence of 
my blood! To deal candidly, I mult 
own, that this intelligence rouzed me 
from a lethargy of grief, which had 
begun to overpower my facilities. I 
immediately inputed this diShonour- 
able charge to the evil offices of fome 
villain, who had bafely taken the ad- 
vantage of my deplorable fituation ; 
and I was inflamed, infpirited with the 
deSire of vindicating my fame and 
revenging the injury. Thus animated, 
I reiblved to diSguife my/elf eirVclu. il- 
ly from the observation of thofr fpifS 
which every nation finds it's account 
in employing in foreign countries ; I 
purchased this habit from the Dutch 
navigator, in whole boufe I kept my- 
felf concealed, after our arrival at 
Amsterdam, until my beard was 
grown to a fufheient length to favour 
my defign, and then appealed as a 
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Perfian dealer in jewels. As I could 
gain no fatisfadlory information touch- 
ing myfelf in this country, had no 
purpofe to purfue, and was extremely 
miferablc among a people, who being 
mercenary and unibcia), were very ill- 
adapted to alleviate the horrors of my 
condition ; I gratified my landlord for 
his important fervice? with the beft 
part of my effects ; and having, by 
his means, procured a certificate from 
the magistracy, repaired to Rotterdam, 
from whence I fet out in a travelling 
carriage for Antwerp, on my way to 
this capital ; hoping;, with a fucceffion 
of different objects, to mitigate the 
anguifh of my mind, and by the molt 
industrious enquiry to learn fuch par- 
ticulars of that filfe impeachment, as 
would enable me to take meafures for 
my own justification, as well as for 
projecting a plan of revenge again It the 
vile perfidious author. 
' This, I imagined, would be no 
difficult taSk,confideringthe friendship 
and intercourfe fubll Sting between the 
Spanifh and French nations, and the 
communicative difpofition for which 
the Parisians are renowned ; but I have 
found myfelf egregiouily deceived in 
my expectation : the officers of the po- 
lice in this city are So inquisitive and 
vigilant, that the molt minute ac- 
tion of a Stranger is Scrutinized with 
great Severity; and, although the inha- 
bitants are very frank in ililcourfing on 
indifferent fubjects, they are at the 
ftme time extremely cautious in a- 
voiding ell conversation that turn* 
upon ltate occurrences and maxims 
ot government. In a word, the pecu- 
liarity of my appearance fubjei"ls me 
fo much to particular observation, that 
I have hitherto thought proper to de- 
vour my griefs in filence, and even to 
Lear the want of almoit every conve- 
nience, rather than hazard a prema- 
ture discovery, by offering my jewels 
to (hie. 

' In this emergency, I have been fo 
far fortunate as to become acquainted 
with you, whom 1 iook ipon as a 
man of honour and humanity. In- 
deed, I was at fint light prepofftlTed 
in your favour; for, notwithstanding 
the mistakes "-inch mm daily commit 
in judging from appearances, there is 
fomething in the phyfiognumy of a 
Stranger, from which our cannot help 
, an opinion of his character 
L a < and 
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and difpofition. For once, my pene- 
tration hath not failed me ; your be- 
haviour jultifies my decifion, you 
have treated me with that fympathy 
and ufpecl which none but the gene- 
rous will pay to the unfortunate. I 
have milled you accordingly: I have 
put my life, my honourin your power; 
and I muft beg leave to depend upon 
your fritndfhip, for obtaining that 
falisfaclion, for which alone I fe k to 
live. Your employment engages you 
in the g:.v world : you daily mingle 
with the i'ocieties of men ; the do- 
melticks of the Spanish arobaff; d< r 
wijl not fhun your acquaintance ; you 
may frequent the cofree-houfes to 
which they rcfortj and, in the courfe 
of thefe occafions, unfufpefted, inform 
yourfelf of that myiterious charge 
which lies heavy on the fame of the 
unfortunate Don Diego. I mult like- 
wife implore yeuraffiltancein convert- 
ing my jewels into money, that I may 
breathe independent of man, until 
Heaven fhall permit me to finifh this 
weary pilgrimage of life.* 



prefent relief. This generous proffer 
ferved only to confirm Don Diego's re- 
folution, which he forthwith executed, 
by putting into the hands of Ferdinand 
jewels to the value of a thoufand crowns, 
and defiring him to detain for his own 
uf'e any part of the fum they would 
raile. 

Our adventurer thanked him for the 
good opinion he entertained of his in- 
tegrity, an opinion fully manifefted in 
honouring him with fuch important 
confidence; and allured him he would 
tranfacl his affairs with the utmoft dili- 
gence, caution, and difpatch. The even- 
ing being by this time almoft confumed, 
thefe new allies .retired ftparately to 
reft: though each paffedthe night with- 
out repofe, in very different reflections ; 
the Caftiiian being, as ufual, agitated 
with the unceafing pangs of his unal- 
terable mifery, interl'perl'ed with gleam- 
ing hopes of revenge; and Fathom 
being kept awake with revolving plans 
for turning his fellow- lodger's credu- 
lity to his own advantage. From the 
nature of the Spaniard's fituation, he 
might have appropriated the jewels to 
himfelf, and remained in Paris, with- 
out fear of a profecution, becaufe the 
injured party had, by the above narra- 
tive, left his life and liberty at difcre- 
tion. But he did not think himfelf 
fecuje from the perlonal refentment of 
an enraged defperate 'Calliiian ; and 
therefore determined to withdraw him- 
f. If privately into that country where 
he had all along propofed to fix the 
ftandard of his fineffe, which fortune 
had now iin powered him to exercife ac- 
cording to his wiO). 

Bent upon this retreat, he went abroad, 
in the morning, on pretence of afting 
in the concerns of his friend Don, 
Diego, and having hired a poft-chaile 
to be ready at the dawn of next day, 
returned to his lodgings, where he ca- 
joled the Spaniard with a feigned report 
of his negociation ; then Iteming his, 
mod valuable effects about his perfon, 
arofe with the cock, repaired to the 
pi. ice at which he had appointed to meet 
the pofiilion with the carriage, and let 
out for England without farther delay ; 
leaving the unhappy Zelos to the hor- 
rors of indigence, and the additional 
agony of this frefli disappointment. 
Yet he was not the only perlbn affected, 
by the abrupt departure of Fathcrr^ 



c ii a p. x&vii. 

A FLAGRANT INSTANCE OF FA- 
THOM'S VIRTUE, IN THE MANNER 
OF HIS RETREAT TO ENGLAND. 

FATHOM, who had lent an at- 
tentive ear to every circumstance of 
this difafbrous ftory, no fooner heard it 
concluded, than with an afpecl of ge- 
nerous and cordial compaflion, not even 
unattended with tears, he condoled the 
lamentable fate of Don Diego De Zelos ; 
deplored the untimely death of the gentle 
Antonia and the fair Serafinaj and un- 
dertook the interelis cf the wretched Caf- 
tilian, with fiich warmth of fympathiz- 
ing zeal, as drew a flood from his eyes, 
while he wrung his benefactor's hand in a 
tranfport of gratitude. Thofe wer< 
rally tears of joy, or at leaft of fatisfac- 
tion on both fides ; as our hero wept with 
affection and attachment to the jewels 
that were to be committed to his care: 
but, far from difcovering the true fource 
of his tendernefs, he affecled todiffuade 
the Spaniard from parting with the dia- 
monds, which he counfelled him to 
referve for a more pre/ling occafion ; 
and, in the mean time, earneltly in treated 
him to depend upon his fiiendlhip, for which was haftened by the 'importum- 






FERDINAND COUNT FATHOM. 



ties, threats, and reproaches of his 
landlord's daughter, whom he ha:l de- 
bauched under promife of marriage, 
and now left in the fourth month of 
her pregnancy. 

Notwithstanding the dangerous ad- 
venture in which he had been formerly 
involved by travelling in the night, he 
did not think proper to m ike the ufual 
halts on this journey, for fleep or refresh- 
ment] nor did he once (juit the chaife, 
till h.s arrival at Boulogne, which he 
reached in twenty hours, after his de- 
parture from Paiis. Here he thought 
he might fafely indulge himfelf with a 
comfortable meal ; accordingly, he be- 
fpoke a poulard fpr dinner, and while 
that was preparing, went foilh to view 
the city and harbour. When he beht Id 
the white cliffs of Albion, his heart 
throbbed with all the joy of a beloved 
fon, who after a tedious and fatiguing 
voyage, reviews the chimnies of his 
father's houfe : he filrveyed the neigh- 
bouring co i(t of England, with fond 
and longing eyes, like another Moi'cs 
reconnoitring the land of Canaan from 
the top of Mount Pifgah i and to fuch 
a degree of impatience was he inflamed 
by the fight, that inftead of proceeding 
to Calais, he refolved to take his paffage 
direcTtly from Boulogne, even if he 
Should hire a veflel for the purpofe. 
With thefe Sentiments, he enquired if 
there was any fhip bound for England, 
and w3s lb fortunate as to find the matter 
of a final! bark, who intended to weigh 
anchor for Deal that fame evening at 
ii wati r. 
Transported with this information, 
he immediately agreed for his paflage, 
fold the po(t chaife to his landlord for 
thirty guineas, as a piece of furniture 
for which he could have no farfhei 
purchaled a portmanteau, together with 
fbroe linen and wearing apparel, and at 
the recommendation of his holt took 
Lis feivice an extra p (tilion or 
r, who had formerly wore the li- 
very of a travelling marquis. This 
new domeftick, whofe name was Mau- 
rice, underwent wit'i great applaufe 
the examination of our hero, who per- 
ceived in h:m a fund of fagacity and 
prefence of mind, l>v which he was 
excellently qualified for being the val . t 
of an adventurer; he was ac- 

commodated with a fecond hand fuit, 
and another fliiit, and at once lifted 
uiiitr the banners of Count Fathom, 
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who fpent the whole afternoon in giv- 
ing him proper instructions for the re- 
gulation of his conduct. 

Having fettled thefe preliminaries to 
his own Satisfaction, he and his bag- 
gage were embarked about fix o'clock, m 
the month of September, and it w;is nor 
without tmotion that he found himfelf 
benighted upon the great deep, of which, 
before the preceding day, he had never 
enjoyed even the moft diitant profpect. 
ever, he was not a man to be afraid, 
where there was really no appearance of 
danger; and the agreeable prefages of 
future fortune Supported his fpirits, 
It the diiagreeabTe naufea which 
commonly attends landmen at lea, un- 
til he was let afliore upon the beach at 
Deal, Which he entered in good health 
about (even o'clock in the morning. 

Like Catfar, however, he found fonie 
difficulty in landing, on account of the 
fweliing furf, that tumbled about with 
Such violence as had alinoft overfet the 
cutter that carried him on (bore ; and 
in his eagernefs to jump upon the It rand, 
his foot Slipped from the fide of the 
boat, fo that he was thrown forwards 
in an horizontal direction, and his hands 
were the firft part of him that touched 
the Englifh ground. Upon this occa- 
sion, he, in imitation of Scipio's be- 
haviour on the coaft of Africk, hailed 
the omen, and grafping an handful of 
the fand, was heard to exclaim, in the 
Italian language, « Ah, ha! old Eng- 
1 land, I have thee fait J' 

As he walked up to the inn, followed 
by Maurice loaded with his portman- 
teau, he congratulated himfelf upon his 
hap| • , 3nd the peaceable pof- 

leflion of his fpoil, and could not help 
Snuffing up the British air with marks 
of infinite relifh and I ui^hction. His 
firfl c ire was to ncompence himfelf for 
v.mt of Sleep he had undergone, 
and after he had fufficicntly recruited 
himlllf with feveral hours of urrinter- 
, he let out m a poft chaife 
for Canterbury, where he took a place 
in the London lt<ge, which, he was 
would depart next morning, the 
coach being already full. On this very 
firft day of h\< arrival, he perceived be- 
tween t ,; e Englifh and the people among 
whom he had hitherto live I, luch eflen- 
tial difference in cultoms, appearance, 
and way of living, as in Spired him 
with high notions of that Britifh free- 
dom, aid convenience, on, 

which 
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which he had often heard his mother 
expatiate. On theioad, he feafted his 
eye-fight with the verdant hills covered 
with flocks of flieep, the fruitful vales 
parcelled out into cultivated inclofures j 
the veiy cattle feemed to profit by the 
wealth of their matters, being targe, 
fturdy, and fleek ; and every peafant 
.breathed the infolence of liberty and 
independence. In a word, he viewed 
the wide-extended plains of Kent, with 
a lover's eye, and his ambition becom- 
ing romanticlc, could not help fancying 
himfelf another conqueror of the ifle. 

He was not, however, long amufed 
by thefe vain chimeras, which foon va- 
ynfhed before other reflections of more 
importance and folidity. His imagi- 
nation, it niuft be owned, was at all 
times too chafte, to admit thofe over- 
weening hopes, which often miflead the 
mind of a projector. He had fludied 
mankind with incredible diligence, and 
knew perfectly well how far he could 
depend on the pafiions and foibles of 
human nature. That he might now 
act confiftentwith his former fagacity, he 
refolved to pals himfelf upon his fellow- 
travellers for a French gentleman, 
equally a ftranger to the language and 
country of England, in order to glean 
from their difcourfe, fuch intelligence 
as might avail him in his future opera- 
tions 5 and his lacquey was tutored 
accordingly. 



CHAP. XXVIII. 

SOME ACCOUNT OF HIS FELLOW- 
TRAVELLERS. 

THOSE who had taken places for 
the coach, undei (landing the fixlh 
■feat was engaged by a foreigner, deter- 
mined to profit by his ignorance; and, 
with that politends which is peculiar to 
this happy ifland, fixed themfelves in 
the vehicle in fuch a manner, before he 
had the lead intimation of their dtiign, 
that he found it barely practicable to 
iniinuate himfelf fidelong between a cor- 
pulent quaker and a fat Wapping-land- 
Jady, in which attitude he (luck f aft, 
like a thin quarto between two volumi- 
nous dictionaries on a bookfellcr's fhelf : 
and, as if the pain and inconvenience 
of fuch compieflion was not fufheient 
matter of chagrin, the greateft part of 



the company entertained themfelves with 
laughing at his ludicrous ftation. 

The jolly dame at his left-hand, ob- 
ferved, with a loud exclamation of mirth, 
that Monfieur would be foon better ac- 
quainted with a buttock of Englifh beef; 
and laid, by that time they mould ar- 
rive at their dining-place, he might be 
fpitted without larding. 'Yes, verily,' 
replied Obadiah, who was a wag in his 
way, « but the fwine's fat will be all 

* on one fide.' — ' So much the better 
' for you,' cried mine hollefs, ' for that 

* fide is all your own.' The quaker 
was not fo much difconcerted by the 
quicknefs of this repartee, but that he 
anfwered with great deliberation, ' I 

* thank thee for thy love, but will not 
' profit by thy lofs ; efpecially as I like 
« not the favour of thefe outlandifh 
1 fowls; they are profane birds of paf- 

* fage, rclifhed only by the children of 

* vanity, like thee.' 

The plump gentlewoman took um- 
brage at this [latt expreflion, which (he 
coniidered as a double reproach, and re- 
peated the words, ' Children of vanity!' 
with an emphafis of refentment. ' I be- 
' lieve, if the truth were known,' faid 
ftie, * there's more vanity than midriff 
' in that great belly of yours, for all 
' your pretending to humility and reli- 
« gion. Sirrah '. my corporation is made. 

* up of good, wholfome Engli/h fat j 
' but you are puffed up with the wind 
' of vanity and delufion ; and when it 

* begins to gripe your entrails, you pre- 
« tend to have a motion, and then get 
' up and preach nonlenle: yet, you'll 
' take it upon you to call your bet- 

< ters children. Many come up, Mr. 

< Goofeeap! I have got children that are 

* as good men as you, or any hypocri- 
' tical trembler in England.' 

A perfon who fat oppofite to the qua- 
ker, hearing this remonltrance, which 
feemed pregnant with contention, inter- 
poled in the conveifation with a con- 
fcious leer, and begged there might be 
no rupture between the fpirit and the 
flefli. By this remonftrance, he re- 
lieved Obadiah from the l'aiire of this 
female orator, and brought the whole 
vengeance of her elocution upon his 
own head. * Flefh !' cried fne, with 
all the ferocity of an enraged Thaleftris, 

* none of your names, Mr. Yellow- 
' chaps. What ! I warrant you have 
1 an antipathy to flefh, becaufe you 

' yourfelf 
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vcurfflf are nothing but Ikin and bone. 
I fuppofe you are Tome pour ftarved 
journeyman taylor come from France, 
where you have been learning to cab- 
bage, and have not fcen a good meal 
of visuals ihefe leven years ; \ou h ive 
been living upon rye- bread and loup- 
Biaigre, and now you come over like 
a walking atomy, with a rat's tail at 
' your wig, and a tinl'ey jacket; and lb, 
' forfooth, you let up tor a gentleman, 
' and pretend to rind fault with a lur- 
' loin of roalt beef.' 

The gentleman heard this addrefs 
with admirable patience; and, when llie 
had rung out her alarm, very coolly re- 
plied : ■ Any thing but your (Unking 

* filh, Madam. Since when, I pray, 
1 have you travelled in Itage-coaches, 
' and left off your old profefiion of cry- 

* ing oylters in winter, and rotten mack- 

* aid in June ? You was then known 

* by the name of Kate Brawn, and in 

* good repute among the ale-houfes in 

* Thames-ltreet, till that unlucky a- 

* muur with the matter of a corn- velTel, 
' in which he was unfortunately de- 

* tested by his own lpoule: but you 

* l'eem to have rilen by that fall ; and 
' I wiih you joy of your prelent plight: 

* though confidering your education on 
' Bear Key, you can give but a forry 

* account of yourfelf.' 
Theamaron, though neither exhauft- 

ed nor difmayed, was really confounded 
at the temper and aliurance of this an- 
tagonist, who had gathered all thele 
anecdotes from the fertility of his own 
invention ; after a flicrt paufe, however, 
flie poured forth a torrent of obloquy 
lufficient to overwhelm 3ny perfon who 
bad not been ul'ed to take up arms 
again ft luch feas of trouble ; and a dif- 
pute enfued, which would have not only 
dilgraced the belt orators on theThames, 
but even have made a figure in the cele- 
bration of the Eleufinian myfteries, dur- 
ing which the Athenian matrons rallied 
one another from different waggons, 
with that freedom of altercation fo hap- 
pily preserved in this our age and coun- 

Such a redundancy of epithets, and 
variety of metaphors, tropes, and figures 
were uttered between thtlc well -matched 
opponents, that an epick bard would 
have found his account in liltening to 
the conteft; which, in all probability, 
would not have been confine.) to words, 
I ij it not been interrupted t n ti e fake 



of a young woman of an agreeable coun- 
tenance ami modeft carriage | who, be- 
ing (hocked at fume of their flowers of 
fpeech, and terrified by the menacing 
looks and gellurcs of the fiery-featured 
dame, began to (cream aloud, and beg 
leave to quit the coach. Her pertur- 
bation put an end to the high debate. 
The lixth p illcnger, who had not open- 
ed his mouth, endeavoured to comfort 
her with afiurances of protection. The 
quaker propofed a cehation of arms; 
the maledilputantacquiefced in the pro- 
polal, a fiu ring the company he had en- 
tered the lilts for their entertainment 
only, without acquiring the lealt grudge 
or ill-will to the tat gentlewoman, whom, 
he protelled, he had never leen before 
that day, and who, for aught he knew, 
was a perfon of credit and reputation. 
He then held forth his hand in token of 
amity, and alked pardon of the offended 
party, who was appealed by his lub- 
million ; and, in tettimony of her be- 
nevolence, prefented to the other female, 
whom llie had difcompofed, an Hun- 
gary-water bottle filled with cherry- 
brandy, recommending it as a much 
more powerful remedy than the fal-vo- 
latile, which the other held to her nod-. 
Peace being thus re eftablilhed, in a 
treaty comprehending Obadiah and all 
prelent, it will not be improper to give 
the reader lbme farther information 
touching the feveral characters aifem- 
bled in tliis vehicle. The quaker was 
a London merchant] who had been at 
Deal, luperintending the repairs of a 
Ihip, which had (uttered by a (form in 
the Downs. The Wapping-landlady, 
was on her return from the lame place, 
where (he had attended the payment of 
a man of war, with lundry powers of 
attorney, granted by the failors, why 
had lived upon credit at her houfe. He* 
competitor in tame was a dealer in wine, 
a (muggier of French lace, and a petty 
gamelter, jutt arrived from Paris, in the 
con»| • an Englifti barber, who fat 
on his right-han l; and the young wo- 
man was daughter of a country curate, 
in her way t>> London, where (he was 
bound apprentice to a milliner. 

Hitherto Fathom had fat in fileitt 
aftonifhment at the manners of hi 
low-travellers, which far exceeded the 
notions he hid pre-conceived ot En 
plainneli and rulticity i he found hnn- 
felf a monument of that difregard and 
coutem^' jer never 
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to meet with from the inhabitants of 
this ifiand ; and law with luipiuj. .n 
agreeable young creature lit as folitary 
and unheeded as himfelf. He was, in- 
deed, alhued by the i oils of her com- 
plexion, and the innocence of her ..fpecr, 
and began to repent of having pretended 
ignorance of the language, by which 
he was retrained from exercifing his 
eloquence upon her heart ; he refolved, 
however, to ingratiate himfelf, if pof- 
fible, by the courtcfy and politenefs of 
dumb-ihew, and for that pvirpofe put 
his eyes in motion without farther de-; 
lay. 



CHAP. XXIX. 

ANOTHER PROVIDENTIAL DELIVE- 
RANCE, FROM THE EFFECTS OF 
THE SMUGGLERS INGENIOUS 
CONJECTURES. 

jURING thefe deliberations, the 
wine-merchant, with a view to 
make a parade of his fuperior parts and 
breeding, as well as to pave the way 
for a match at backgammon, made a 
tender of his fnuff-box to optr adven- 
turer, and afked in bad French, how 
he travelled from Paris. Thisqueition 
produced a leries of interrogations, con- 
cerning the place of Ferdinand's abode 
in that city, and his bufinefs in Eng- 
land j lb that he was fain to practife the 
fcience ot defence, and anfwered with 
fuch ambiguity as aroufed the fufpicion 
of the fmuggler, who began to believe 
our hero had fome very cogent reafon 
tor evading his curiohty : he immedi- 
ately let his reflection at work, and after 
various conjectures, fixed upon Fathom's 
being the young pretender. Big with 
this fuppofition, he eyed him with the 
moll earned attention, comparing bis 
features with thole of the chevalier's 
portrait, which he had leen in France j 
and though the faces were ns unlike as 
any two human faces could be, found 
the refemblance lb linking as to difpel 
all his cioubts, and perfuade him to in- 
troduce the Itranger to lome juftice on 
the road : a ltep by which he would not 
only man if eft his zeal for the Proteftant 
i'ucceflion, but alio acquire the Iplendid 
reward propoied by parliament, to any 
peribn who fhould apprehend that fa- 
mous adventurer. 

Thefe ideas intoxicated the brain of 



this man to fuch a pitch of enthufiafm," 
that he actually believed himfelf in 
policflion of the thirty thoufand pounds, 
and amufed his fancy with a variety of 
magnificent projects to be executed by 
means of that acquifitionj until his re- 
verie was interrupted by the halting of 
the coach at the inn white the palfengers 
uied to eat their breakfafts. Waked as 
he was from the dream of happinefs, 
it had made fuch impreflion on hi* 
mind, that feeing Fathom rife up with 
an intention to alight, he took it for 
granted his defign was to efcape, and 
ieizing him by tlie collar, called aloud 
for afliftance in the king's name. 

Our hero, whofe fagacity and pre- 
sence of mind very often fupplied the 
place of courage, inftead of being ter- 
rified at this afiault, which might have 
dilturbed the tranquillity of an ordi- 
nary villain, was fo perfectly mafter of 
every circumftance of his own lituation, 
as to know at once, that the aggrefTor 
could not poilibly have the leaft caufe of 
complaint againft him; and therefore, 
imputing this violence either to mad- 
nel's or miifake, very deliberately fuf- 
fered himfelf to be made prifoner by 
the people of the houfe, who ran to the 
coach-door, in obedience to the fum- 
'mons of the wine-merchant. The reft 
of the company were ftruck dumb with 
furprize and condensation at this fudden 
adventure, and the quaker dreading 
fome fell reliitance on the fide of the 
outlandifh-man, unpinned the other 
coach-door in the twinkling of an eye, 
and trundled himfelf into the mud for 
fafety. The others feeing the temper 
and refignation of the prifoner, foon re- 
covered their recollection, and began to 
enquire into the caufe of his arreft ; 
upon which the captor, whofe teeth 
chattered with terror and impatience, 
gave them to underttand, that he was a 
ltate criminal, and demanded their help 
in conveying him to jultice. 

Luckily for both parties, there hap- 
pened to be at the inn a company of 
{quires juft returned from the death of 
a leafh of hares, which they had or- 
dered to be drelled for dinner, and among 
thefe gentlemen was one of the quorum, 
to whom the accufer had immediate re- 
courfe, marching before the captive, 
who walked very peaceably between the 
landlord and one of his waiters, and 
followed by a crowd of fpeftators, fome 
of whom had i'ecured the faithful Mau- 
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rice, who, in his behaviour, clofcly iini- 
tted the deliberation of his mafter. 
In tli is order did the proceffion advance 
to the apartment in which the magiftrate 
with his fellows of the chace, fat fmoak- 
ing his morning pipe over a tankard of 
ftrong ale; and the fmuggler being di- 
rected to the right perfon, 4 May it 
' pleafe your worlhip," lard he, ' I have 
brouglit this foreigner before you, on 
a violent fufpicion of his being a pro- 
claimed outlaw, and I defire, before 
thefe witnelfes, that my title may be 
made good to the reward that mail 
become due upon his conviction.' 
1 Friend,' replied the juftice, ' I 
know nothing of yon or your titles j 
but, this I know, if you have any 
information to give in, you muft 
come to my houfe when I am at home, 
and proceed in a lawful way ; that is, 
d'ye mind me, if you fwear as how 
this here perfon is an outlaw, then if 
fj be as he has nothing to fay to the 
contrary, my clerk (hall make out a 
mittimus; and to to gaol with him till 
' next lize.' — ' Bat, Sir,' nnfweredthe 
impeacher, ' this is a cafe that admits 
' of no delay ; the perfon I have ap- 
' prenended is a prifonerof confequence 
' to the Hate.* — « How, felior !' cried 
the magi Urate, interrupting him, ' is 
' there any perfon of more confequence 
than one of his majefty's juftices of 
the pe::ce, who is befiJes a confide- 
rable member of the landed intereft? 
D'ye know, fin ah, who you are talk- 
ing to? If you don't go about your 
' bulineis, I believe I mail lay you by 
' the heels.' 

The fmuggler fearing his prize would 
efcape, through the ignorance, pride, 
and obftinacy cf this country juftice, 
approached his worfnip, and in a whifper 
which was overheard by all the com- 
pany, aflure ! him he had indubitable 
reafon to believe the foreigner was no 
other than the Pretender's eldeft ion. 
At mention of this formidable name, 
individual of the audience tinned, 
iigr.s of terror and tent. 

The juftice dropped his pipe, 
•upon his chair, and I ">ft ridi- 

culoufly aghalt, • Seize him 

4 in the name of I his majelly 

* King (J coi re ! has h'< ot no fecret 

* .inns about him ?' 

Fathom being thus informed of the 
fufpicion un ler which he Hood, could 

ig at the- eagernefs with 



which the fpeftators flew upon him ; 
and differed bimfelf to befearched with 
great compOAire, well knowing they 
would find no moveables about ii is 
perfon, but fuch as, upon examination, 
would turn to his account ; lie, there- 
fore, very calmly prefented to the ma- 
girtiate his purfe, and a fmall box that 
contained his jewels, and in the French 
language defired they might be prefet ved 
from the hands of the mob. This re- 
quell was interpreted by the accufer, 
who, at the fame time, laid claim to 
the booiy ; the juftice took charge of 
the depoiit, and one of his neighbours 
having undertaken the office of clerk, 
he proceeded to the examination of the 
culprit, whofe papers were by this time 
laid on the table before him. • Stran- 
' ger,' faid he, ' you ftand charged 
* with being fon of the Pretender to 
' thefe realms : what have you to fay 
' in your own defence ?' Our hero af- 
fined him, in the French language, that 
he was falfely impeached, and demanded 
juftice on the accufer, who, without the 
leaft reafon, had made fuch a malicious 
attack upon the life and honour of an 
innocent gentleman. 

The fraugg&r, inftead of acting the 
part of a faithful interpreter, told his 
worfhip that the prifoner's anfwer was 
no more than a fimple denial, which 
every felon would make who had no- 
thing elfe to plead in his own behalf; 
and that this alone was a ftrong pre- 
emption of his guilt; becaufe, if he 
was not really the perfon they fu (peeled 
him to be, the thing would fpe.ik for 
itfclf ; for, if he was not the young 
Pretender, who then was he. This ar- 
gument had great weight with the juf- 
tice; who, afluming a very important 
afpect, obferved, ' Very true, friend — . 
' if you are not the Pretender, in the 
' name of God who are you ? — One may 
' fee with half an eye, that he is no 
' better than a promifcuous fellow.' 

Ferdinand now began to repent of 
having pretended ignorance of the Eng- 
lifh language, us he found himlelf at 
the mercy of a rafcal, who put a falfc 
glofd upon all his words ; and addrefied 
himlelf t» the audierce fucceflively in 
. Dutch, It. dian, and Hun- 

1 Latin, defiling to know if any 
perfon prefent undtrftocd any of tl 
tongues, thr.t bis anfwers might be ho- 
explairied to the bench. Bill he 

t have accolted them in Ch 

M with 
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with e [uccefe! there was not 

one perfon pi lerably verfed in 

his mother toi much lefs acquaint- 

ed with any language, except 

the wine ;. ntj who, incenfed at 

this appeal, which he cpnfijered as an 
■in to his ini gi'ity, gave the judge 
to under (land, that the delinquent, in- 
dead of (peaking to the pUrpofe, con- 
tumaciouily infulted his authority, in 
fundry foreign lingo's, which, he ap- 
prehended, v. . idjtional proof of 
his being the chevalier's fon, inafmtich 
as no perfon would take the pams to 
learn ftich a variety of gibberifh, except 
with fome finifter intent. 

This annotation was not loft upon 
t'le (quire, who was too jealous or the 
honour of his office, to overlook fuch a 
flagrant inltance of contempt. His 
eyes gliftened, his cheeks were inflated 
with rage. ' The cafe is plain,' faid 
he; < having nothing of iignification to 
' offer in his own favour, he grows re- 

* fraftory, and abufes the court in his 

* bafe Roman catholicfc jargon ! — But 
' I'll letyou know, for all you preten I 
' to be a prince, you are no better than 
' an outlawed vagrant ; and I'll (hew 
' you what a thing you aie, when you 
' come in cbmpofitim with an Englilli 
' judice like me, who have more than 

* once extiaguijhed myfelf in the fer- 
' vice of my country. As nothing elie 
' accrues, your purfe, black-box, and 
' papers, (liall be fealed up before wit- 
' nefles, and lent by exprefs to one of 

* his majefty's fecretaries of ftatej and 

* as for youriclf, I will apply to the 

* military at Canterbury, for a guard 
( to conduct you to London.' 

This was a very unwelcome declara- 
tion to our adventurer ; wh > was on t'ne 
point of haranguing the juiticeand fpec- 
taiors in their own language, when he 
was relieved from the neceflityof taking 
that ftep, by the interposition of a young 
nobleman ju!l arrived at the inn; who, 
oein? informed of this ftrany;e exami- 
nation, entered the court, and at firft 
fight of the prifoner, afl'ured the judice 
he was impofed upon; for, th.it he 
himfelf had often feen the young Pre- 
tender in Paris, and that there was no 
kind of re/emblance between that ad- 
venturer and the perfon now before him. 
The accu(er was not a littie mortified at 
his lordftiip's affirmation, which met 
with all due regard from the bench ; 
(hojigfh the rnagidra.ic took notice, that 



granting the prifoner was not the young' 
chevalier himfelf, it was highly pro- 
bable he was an emiflary of that houl'e, 
as he could give no fatisfaclory account 
of himfelf, and was poffeffed of things 
of fuch value as no honed man would 
expofe to the accidents of the road. 

Fathom having thus found an inter- 
pr< ter, who fignified to him in the French 
tongue the doubts of the juftice, told 
his lord (hip, that he was a gentleman 
of a noble houlcin Germany, who for 
certain reafons had come abroad incog- 
nito, with a view to fee the world ; and 
that, although the letters they had feiz- 
ed would prove the truth of that afler- 
tion, he mould be loth to expofe his 
private concerns to the knowledge of 
drangers, if he could poffibly be releafed 
without that mortification. The young 
nobleman explained his defire to the 
court; but his own curiolity being in- 
tereded, obferved at the fame time, that 
the juftice could not be (aid to have 
difcharged the duty of his (ration, until 
he mould have examined every circum- 
ftance relating to the prifoner : upon 
which remondrance, he was requefted 
by the bench to perufe the papers, and 
accordingly communicated thefubdance 
of one letter to this efrj 

* MY DEAR SOX, 

* THOUGK I am far from ap- 

' proving the rafh (lep you hive 
' taken in withdrawing yourfelf from 
' your father's houfe, in older to avoid 
' an engagement, which would have 
' been equally honomable and advan- 
' tagcous to your family; I cannot fo 
' far fupprefs my affection, as to bear 
' the thought of your undergoing tho(e 
' hardships, which, for your difobedi- 
' ence, 5011 deferve to fuffer. I have, 
' therefore, without the knowledge of 
' your father, fvnt the bearer to attend 
' you in your peregrinations ; his fide- 
' 1 icy you know hath been tried in a 
' long courfe of fcrvice, and I have 
' entruded to his care, for your ufe, a 
' purfe of two hundred ducats, and a 
' box of jewels to the value of twice 
' that Cum, which, though not fuffl- 

* cient to iupport an equipage Suitable 

♦ to your birth, will, at lead, for fome 
' time, preferve you from the import u- 

• nities of want. When you are duti- 
1 ful enough to explain your defigns 
' and fituation, you may expert raf- 

« ther 
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II Udgence from your too tender 
and difconfolate mother, 

4 The Countess or Fathom.* 



This letter, which, as well as the 
others, our hero had Forged for the ptir- 

his intent, in 
thro.. i iu the eyes and ui 

(landing of the : tors, who now 

the prifoner with loo!<s of 
flful rernorfe, as a man of quality 
who had been falfely accufed : his, !, rd- 
fliip, to m ike a parade of hi* own j o> 
litenefs and importance, allured 
bench he was no (Iran 
1 leFathoms, ai icomplimenr, 

underftand he iu.d 
formei s. There 

h ;< r room for fufpicion, the 

jufticc ordered our adventurer to i 
at lib nd even invited him to be 

.1, with an apology for the rude 
manner in which he hid been treated, 
owing to the mifinformation cf the ac- 
cuser, who was threatened vita the 
Itccks for his malice and prefumption. 

But this was not the only tnu 
our hero obtained over the wine-mer- 
chant. Maurice was no ibontr unfet- 
tered, than advancing into the mi 
of the room ; ' My lord,' .'aid lie, ad- 
drefling himfelf in French to hi;. 
ftcr's deliverer, ' ibicc yen have been 
' lb generous as to pro ble llran- 

• ger from the danger of fin 
accufation, II:. 

an additional obligation upon the 
count, by retorting the v. - of 

the law upon hi > , ufer, 

whom I k.iow to be a trader '. 
articles of meic ich are 

prohibited by the ordinances of this 
nation. I have feen liiin lately ;it 
Boulogne, and am perfectly well ac- 
quainted witii fome perlbns who have 
fupplied him with French lace and 
embroidery; and, a a proof 
Ialledge, I defire you will order I 
this bai lier, . his un I 

mapper, to be 1 

This charge, which was immediately 
explained to the b:nch, yielded ex . . 
ordinary fatisfaction to the fpeclators, 
one of whom being an officer of the 
cuftoms, forth 
function upon 

1 of liis uj per 
ment . yen of !:• ; fhirt, 

like the mummy of ... 



mod curioufly rolled up in band::gcs ( f 
n h, figured gold lhalloon, thatcov 
the flcirts r embroidered wailt- 

■ing his ex- 
p it ition :'■> u v rev^ried, made 

an effort to retire with the molt rueful 
1 ; but was prevented by the offi- 
cei, who demanded the interpofition of 
1, that he might undergo 
the l.mie examination to which the 
other led. He was ac- 

1 ir.gly rifled without lots of time, 
and the enquiry proved well worth the 
care ot him who made it ; for a confi- 
!e booty of the fame fort of mcr- 
was found in his boots, 
breeches, hat, and between the buclc- 
I lining of his fiiitout. Yet, 
not contented with this prize, the ex- 
nced fpoiler proceeded to fearcfh 
and perceiving a f.dfe bot- 
tom in his portmanteau, detected be- 
neath it a valuable acceffion totheplun- 
der he had already obtained. 



CHAP. XXX. 

THE SINGULAR MANNER OF FA- 
THOM'S ATTACK AND TRIUMPH 
OVER. Tilt: VIRTUE QF THE FAIR 
E L E N 6 R . 

T)R O PER cognizance being thus 
JL taken of thete contraband eff.cts, 
;r .: the informer fu mi 11 red with a cer- 
tificate by which he was intitled to a 
the ieizure, the coachman turn- 
.! his paffengers to the carri ; 
the purfe and jewels were reftored to 
j .thorn, who thanked thejuflice, 
1 Ifhip in particular, for the 
ur and hofpitality with which he 
been treated, and refurned his place 
rele, amidtt the congratulations 
of all bis ■ travellers, except the 

; who, in dead of 
ch, thou jht pro- 
the inn, with a view to 

ated Fat 

f this a' , the 

emed to . the 

■ ■ vent. 

: rtain ■ •:•. ring 

ue < f 
that his 

. ■ 
.d- 
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transports were increaSed by the ideas cf 
vanity and ambition, which arc mingled 
with the firft feeds of every female con- 
ftitutior). The belief of having capti- 

I the heart of a man who could 
raifeher to the rank and dignity of a 
countefs, produced fuch agreeable fen- 
f ltions in her fancy, that her eyes flione 
with unufual luftre, and a continual 
Smile played in dimples on her roly 
cheeks ; fo that her attractions, though 
not powerful enough to engage the af- 
fection, were yet Sufficient to inflame 
the defne of our adventurer, who very 
honeftly marked her chaftity for prey to 
his voluptuous paflion. H?d flie been 
■well lea'bnsd with knowledge and ex- 
perience, and compleatly armed with 
caution againft the artifice and villainy 
of man, her virtue might not have heen 
able to withstand the engines cf fuch 
an affailant; confidering the dangerous 
opportunities to 'which fhe was necefla- 
rily expofed : how eafy then mult his 
victory have been over an innocent, 
unfufpefting country damfel, flufhed 
with the warmth of youth, and an utter 
itranger to the ways of life! 

While Obadiah, therefore, and his 
plump companion were engaged in con- 
verfation on the ftrange incidents which 
had palled, Fathom acted a very ex- 
preffive pantomime with this fair buxom 
nymph, who comprehended his mean- 
ing with furprizing facility, and was at 
fo little pains to conceal thepleaiure {lie 
took in this kind of intercourse, that 
feveral warm fqueezes were interchanged 
between her and her lover, befoie they 
arrived at Rochefler, where they pro- 
poled to dine. It was during this pe- 
riod, he learned from the anSwers ihe 
made to the iriquifitive quaker, that her 
Sole dependance was upon a relation, 
to whom fhe had a letter, and that fhe 
was a perfect itranger m the great city; 
circumitances en which he loon formed 
the project of her ruin. 

Upon their arrival at the Biack Bull, 
he, for the fir It time, found himSelf alone 
■with his Amanda, whofe name was 
Elenor, their fellow- travellers being 
eliewhere employed about their own 
concerns ; and, unwilling to lofe the 
precious opportunity, he began to aft 
the part of a very importunate lover, 
which he conceived to be a proper fequel 
to the prelude which had been per- 
formed m the coach. The freedoms 
that flie, out of pure Simplicity and 



good -humour, permitted him to take 
with her hand, and even her roly lips, 
encouraged him to practife other fami- 
liarities upon her fair bofom, which 
Scandalized her virtue fo much, that in 
f'pite of the paflion fhe had began to in- 
dulge in his behalf, fhe rejected his ad- 
vances with all the marks of anger and 
difdain ; and he found it necefTary to ap- 
peafethe Itorm he had railed, by the moft 
relpectful and fubmifilve demeanour ; 
refolving to change his operations, and 
carry on his attacks fo as to make her 
yield at difcretion, without alarming 
her religion or pride. Accordingly, 
when the bill was called after dinner, 
he took particular notice of her beha- 
viour, and perceiving her pull out a large 
leathern purfe that contained her money, 
reconnoitered the pocket in which it 
was depofited, and while they fat clofe 
to each other in the carriage, conveyed 
it with admirable dexterity into an hole 
in the cufhion. Whether the corpulent 
couple, who Sat oppoSite to thefe lovers, 
had entered into an amorous engage- 
ment at the inn, or were Severally in- 
duced by other motives, is uncertain ; 
but, Sure it is, both left the coach on 
that part of the road which lies neareft 
to Gravefend, and bade adieu to the 
other pair, en pretence of having urgent 
bulinei's at that place. 

Ferdinand, not a little pleafed at their 
departure, renewed his moft pathetick 
expreffions of love, and Sung feveral 
French Songs on that tender Subject, 
which Seemed to thrill to the foul of his 
beauteous Helen. While the driver 
halted, at Dartford to water his horfes, 
fhe was Smit with the appearance of 
Some cheefecakes, which were prefented 
by the landlady of the houSe, and hav- 
ing bargained for two or three, put her 
hand in her pocket, in order to pay for 
the purchafe ; but what was her afto- 
nifhment, when after having rummaged 
her equipage, flie underftood her whole 
fortune was loft ! This mifhap was by 
a loud fhriek announced to our hero, 
who affected infinite amazement and 
concern 5 and no fooner learned the 
cauSe of her affliction, than he prefented 
her with his own purfe, from which he, 
in emphatick dumt-1iew, begged flie 
would indemnify herielf for the damage 
flie had fuftairied. Although this kind 
proffer was fome alleviation of her mis- 
fortune, flie did not fail to pour forth 
a molt piteous lamentation, importing 

that 
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that flic hail not only loft all her money, 
amounting to five p< unas, but alfo her 
letter of recommendation, upon which 
flie had altogether relied for prefent em- 
ployment. 

The vehicle was minutely feavc' 
from top to bottom by lierfelf and our 
■drentorer, affifti I urice and the 

coachman; who finding their inquiry 
ineffectual, did nut fcruple to declare 
his fufpiewn of the two fat turtles who 
had derated the coach in fuch an abrupt 
manner. In a word, he rendered this 
conjecture fo plauflble, by wrefting the 
circumftances of their behaviour and 
retreat, that poor Elenor implicitly be- 
lieved they were the thieves by whom 
flie had (offered; and was prevailed up- 
on to accept the proffered affiftance of 
the generous count, who feeing her very 
much difordered by this mifehahce, in- 
fifted upon her drinking a large gial's of 
Canary to quiet the perturbation or her 
(pints. Tins is a feafon whicli of all 
others is the molt propitious to the at- 
tempts of an artful lover; and jultifies 
the metaphorical maxim of fluting in 
troubled waters. There is an affinity 
and fnort tranfition betwixt all the vio- 
lent pafTions that agitate the human 
mind : they are all falfe perfpeitives, 
which, though they magnify, yet perplex 
and render indiftinct every object which 
they represent; and 11;. tiny is never io 
fuccefsfullyadminiftered,as to thole who 
know the}' (land in need of friendihip, 
afient, and approbation. 

The cordial flie l'wallowed, far from 
calming, increaled the drfturbance of 
her thoughts, and produced an intoxica- 
tion ; during which ffie talked in an 
incoherent Itrain, laughed and wept by 
turns, and acted other extravagances, 
which are known to be fymptome 
hylterical affection. Fathom, th 
an utter ftranger to the fentiments of 
honour, pity, and remor/e, would not 
perpetrate his vicious purppfe, li I 

favoured by the delirium Ins viljainy 
had intailed upon this unfortunate) 
maiden; becaufe his appetite demand 
ed a more perfect iacnf-.ee than that 
which flie could yield in her prefent 
deplorable flotation, wh ri h . will 
mult have been altogether uncom. I 

in his fuccefe. Determined, therefore, 
to make a conqucit of her virtue, before 
be won! fltffioO of h i prrfon, 

he mimicked that companion and bene- 
volence, which his hear; had neyef felt, 



and when the coach arrived at London, 
not only difcharged what flic owed for 
her place, btitlikewife procured for !ur 
ment in the houfe to which lie 
tumfelf had been directed for lodgings, 
and even hired a mule to attend her 
during a fevere fever, which was the 
nee of her difappoimment and 
defponder.ee. Indeed, flie was fupplied 
with all neceflaries by the generxjfity of 
f . • oble c runt; who, for the intereltof 
li i, : d the honour of his name, 
was rofolved to extend his charity to the 
lafl farthing of her own money, which 
he had been wife enough to fecure for 
this purpofe. 

Her yomh foon got the better of her 
diftemper, and when fheunderltood her 
obligations to the count, who did not 
fail to attend her in perfon with great 
tendernefs, her heart, which had been 
before prepoiTelTed in his favour, now 
glowed with all the warmth of grati- 
tude, efteem, and affection. She knew 
her felt in a ftrange place, deltitute of all 
refource but in his generofity : (he loved 
his ptrfon, Ihe was dazzled by his rank; 
and he. knew fo well how to improve 
the opportunities and advantages he de- 
rived from her unhappy iicuation, that 
he gradually proceeded in fapping.from 
one degree of intimacy to another, until 
all the bulwarks of her chaftity were 
undermined, and flie fubmitted to his 
defire, not with the reluctance of a van- 
quished people, but with all the tranf- 
poi is of a joyful city, that opens it"s 
gates to receive a darling prince re- 
turned from conqucit; for by this time 
he had artfully concentred and kindled 
up all the inflammable ingredients of her 
conKitution, and flie now looked back 
upon the virtuous principles of her edu- 
cation as upon a diligreeable and tedi- 
ous dream, from which fhe had waked 
to the million of never-fading joy. 



CHAP. XXXI. 

HE BY ACCIDENT ENCOUNTERS 
HIS OLD FRIEND, WITH WHOM 
HE HOLDS A CONFERENCE, AND 
RENEWS A TREATY. 

OUR hero having thus provided 
himfclf with a proper fubject fof 
his hours of dalliaace, thought it was 

now high time to ftudy > und 

which hv haJ pitched upon for the fcene 

of 
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of liis exploits ; and with that view 
made fevefal excui (ions to different parts 

of the town, whi was ougnt of 

entertainment or ihlhuction to be tound: 
:ways, on thefe occafions, ap- 
peared in an obfcuve ordinary drefs, in 
to avoid Angularity, and never 
went twice t 

that iiis perfon might not i- ards 

known, in cafe he fhould fliine forth to 
thfe publick in a fphere. On 

his return from on> of thefe expeditions, 
while he was palling through Ludgate, 
his eyes were fuddenly em t by 

the apparition of his old friend the Ty- 
roleze, who perceiving hinifelf fairly 
it in the toil, made a virtue of ne- 
ceffity. and running up to our adven- 
turer with an afpect of eagernefs and 
joy, clafped him in his arms, as fome 
dear friend ■ he hid cafually ! 

after a melt tedious and difagreeabie re- 
paration. 

Fathom, whofe genius never failed 
him in fuch emergencies, far from re- 
ceiving thefe advances with the threats 
and reproaches which the other had de- 
ferved at his hands, returned thefalute 
•with equal warmth, and was really 
overjoyed at meeting with a perfon who 
might one way or other make amends 
for the perfidy of his former conduct. 
The Tyiolcze, whole name was R itch- 
kali, pleafed with his reception, p'ro- 
pofed they fhould adjourn to the next 
tavern, in which they had no l'ooner 
taken poffefnon of an apartment, than he 
addreffed himfelf to his old companion 
in thefe words. 

* Mr. Fathom, by your frank and 
' bblisins manner of treating a man 

< who hath done you wrong. I am more 
« and more confirmed in my opinion of 

< your fagacity, which I have often 
« cdnfidered with admiration : I will 
4 not, therefore, attempt to make an 

polony for my conduct at our laft 
parting ; but only allure you that this 
1 meeting" may turn'out to our mutual 
' advantage, if we now re enter into 
1 an unreferved union, the ties of which 
« we will foon find it our iritereft arid 
' inclination to preferve. For my own 

* part, as my judgment is ripened by 

* experience, fo are my fentiments 
■« changed fince our Lilt aflbciation. I 

* have fo n many a rich harveft loft for 

* want of a fellow- labourer in the vine- 

* yard ; and I have move than once i 

; a faciilice to a combination, wh'ic'ti 1 



< 



' could have refilled with the help of 
' one able auxiliary. Indeed, I might 
' prove what I alledgc by mathematical 
' demontfration ; and I believe nobody 
' will pretend to deny, that two heads 

• are better than one in all cafes that 

* require difcernment and deliberation.* 

Ferdinand could not help owning the 
of his ob'fervations, and forth- 
with aCq'uiefced in his ' cf the 
■ ice ; defiririg to know the cha- 
racter in which he acted on theEnglifh 
ftage, and the fcheme he would offer 
for their mutual emolument: at the 
fame time he refolved within himfelf to 
keep fuch a Ihict eye over his future 
actions, as would fruftrate any defign 
he might hereafter harbour, of repeat- 
ing the prank he had fo fuccefsfully 
I upon him in their journey from 
the banks of the Rhine. 

' Having quitted you at Bar-le-duc,' 
refumed the Tyroleze, ' I travelled w'ith- 
' out ceafmg, until I arrived at Franck- 
' fort upon the Maine, where I afiumed 

* the character of a French chevalier, 

* and rfruck fome malterly ftrokes, 
' which you yourielf would not have 
' deemed unworthy of your invention ; 
' 3nd my fuccefs was the more agreea- 
' ble, as my operations were chiefly car- 
' tied on againft the enemies of our reli- 
' gion ; but my profperity was not of 
' long duration. Seeing they could not 
' foil me at my own weapons, they 
' formed a damned confpiracy, by which 
' I not only loft all the fruits of my in- 
' duftry, hut likewife ran the molt im- 
' minent'hazard of my life. I haft or- 
' dered fome of thofe ji-wels which I 
' hail borrowed of my good friend 

• Fathom, to be new fet in a fafliibnaBle 
« talle, and loon after had an dppdrtu- 
' nity to fell One of thefe at a great a 1- 
{ vantage to one of the fraternity, who 
4 offered an extraordinary price for the 
' Itone, on p'urpofe to effect my ruin. 
' In lefs than four and twenty hours 
' after this bargain, I was arretted by 
4 the officers of jufiice, upon the oath 
' of the pmchaier, who undertook to 
' prove me guilty cf a fraud, in felling 

• a Saxon pebble for a real diamond; 
' and this acciifation was actually true, 
' for the change had been artfully put 
' upon me by the jeweller, who was 
' himfelf engaged in the confpiracy. 

' H3d my confeience been clear of 
c any other impeachment, perhaps i 
*. fhbuld have netted my caufeupon the 

' equity 
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equity and protection of the law; but 
1 t refaw that the trial would intio- 
duce an inquiry, to which I w- iS 
at all ambitious of fubmifting, and 
therefore was fain to comprornife the 

lir, at the price of almoA my whole 
fortune. Vet this accommodation 
v. is 11 .1 n. ide fo fecretly but that my 
charac.ei was blafted, and my ci 
overthrown ; fo that I was fain to re- 
linquiffi my occafional equipage, and 
hire myfelfas journeyman to a lapida- 
ry, an employment which I had ex- 
fed in my youth. In this obfeure 
Ration I laboured with great afliduity, 
until I maiie myfelf perfect in the 
kne . f (tones, as well as in the 

different methods of letting them off 
to the belt advantage ; and having, 
by dint of induftrv and addrefs, got 
. ifioii of a final 1 parcel, fet out for 
this kingdom, in which I happily ar- 
rived about four months ago; and 
furely England is the paradile of ar- 

if our profeffion ' 
' One would imagine, that nature 
had created the inhabitants for the 
fupport and enjoyment of adventurers 
like you and me. Not that thefe 
inlanders open the arms of holpitality 
to all foreigners without di.ftinction : 
on the cotitr u inherit from then- 

fathers an unrealbnable prejudice a- 

nft all nations under the fun; and 
when an 1 . fliman happens to quar- 
rel with . ;er, the fir If term of 
reproach lie ufes is the name of his 
ar.tagonilVs country, characterized by 
fome opprobrious epithet $ luch as a 
chattering Frenchman^ an Italian ape, 
a ( rerman hog, and a beattly Du 
man ; na . national prepoffeffion 
is maintained even againit thole peo- 
••ith whom t'ney are united under 
the fame laws and government ; for 
nothing i» more common than to hear 
m tigninll their fellow- 
fubjects in ii. ..onsof a beggar- 
ly Scot, and an impudent Irifli bog- 
Vet this very prejudice will 
neyei fail to turn to the account of 
every ftranger poflefTed of ordinary ta- 
lents; foi he will always find oppor- 
tunities of converging with them in 
coffee houl"js, and places ot publick 
t, in fpite of their pro fe (Ted ie- 
l'cive; which, by the bye, is fo ex- 
traordinary, that I know fome people 
who hue lived twenty years in the 
fame lioufe, without exchangi 



word with their next-door neighbours j 
yet, provided he can I bly.and 

preferve the deportment oF a fober 
We ocean iver. 

ns, his ur will be the 

mote remarkably plea ring, as it will 
loint the expectation 
oi the perfon who had entertained no- 
tions to his prejudice. When ,i fo- 
nerhasor A this bar, which 

perpetually occurs, he fails without: 
farther difficulty into the harbour of 
an Engliflinian's good-will; for the 
pique is neither perfonal nor ranco- 
rous, but rather contemptuous and 
national ; Co that while he defpifes a 
people in the lump, an individual of 
that very community may be one of 
his chief favourites. 
« The'Englifh are in general upright 
and houelr, therefore unllifpect ing and 
credulous : they are too much engrofT- 
ed with their own bufmefs, to pry in- 
to the conduct of their neighbours, 
and too indifferent, in point of dif- 
pofition, to interest themfelves in what 
they conceive to be foreign to their 
own concerns. They are wealthy and 
mercantile, of confequence liberal and 
adventurous ; and fo well difpofed to 
take a man's own word for his im- 
portance, that they Cuffer themfelves 
to be preyed upon by fuch a bungl 
fet of impoftors, as would ftarve for 
lack of addrefs in any . titer country 
under the fun.This being a true fketch 
of the -Biitifli character, fo far as I 
have been able to oblerve and i irn, 
will eafily comprehend the. pro- 
fits that maybe extracted from it, by 
virtue of tliofe arts in which you iu 
eminently excel ; the great, the I - 

/ In- 
. upon this opulent king- 
dom, as a wide and fertile common, 
oh wh urcrs m ly range 

for prey, without let Or moleitation : 
for lb jealous are the natives of th 

r the re- 
police ; and . 'i 
artiit n himjelf with 

fpoils, without running any i . 

■ 
■ , < r incqrrii I pen; 

oi the law. 
< In a word, this i 

juerade, in which a man of irra- 
a thoufand different 
(inguifes, without da: 
... 
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we knights of induftry make our 
appearance in London. One 

into a nobleman's houfe in the capa- 
city of a valet de chambre, and in a 
few months leads the whole family 
by the note. Another exhibits him- 
felf to the publick as an empirick, or 
operator for the teethj and by dint of 
allurance and affidavits, bearing tef- 
timony to wonderful cures that never 
were performed, whirls himfelf into 
his chariot, and lays the town under 
contribution. A third profefTcs the 
compoiition of mufick, as well as the 
performance; and by means of.a few 
caprickfos on the violin, properly in- 
troduced, wriggles himfelf into the 
management of private and publick 
concerts. And a fourth breaks forth 
at once in all the lplendor of a gay 
equipage, under the title ami denomi- 
nation of a foreign count. Not to 
mention thofe inferior proje&ors, w ho 
ailume the characters of dancers, fenc- 
ing- ma Iters, and French ufhers; or by 
renouncing their religion, leek to ob- 
tain aprovilicn lor life. 
4 Either of thefe parts will turn to the 
account of an able rctor ; and as you 
are equally qualified for all, y®u may 
chufe that which is molt fuitable to 
your own inclination : though, in my 
opinion, you was defigned by Nature 
to fliine in the great world, which, 
after all, is the mod ample field for 
men of genius ; becaufe the game is 
deeper, and people of fafhion being 
for the molt pait more ignorant, in- 
dolent, vain, and capricious, than 
their inferiors, are of confequence 
more eafdy deceived ; befides, their 
morals fit generally fo looi'c about 
them, that when a gentleman of our 
fraternity is difcovered in the exercife 
of his profeilion, their contempt of 
his (kill is the only difgrace he 
curs.' 1 

Our hero was fo well pleafed 
this picture, that he longed to peiufe 
the original j and 'before thefe two friends 
parted, they fettled all the operations of 
the campaign. Ratchkali, that frme 
evening, hired magnificent lodgings for 
Count Fathom, in the court e;;d of the 
town; and furriifhed his wardrobe and 
liveries from the lpoils of Monmouth 
Street : he likewife inlilted another foot- 
man and valet de chambre into his fer- 
vice ; and fent to the apartments divers 
large trunks, fuppofed to be filled with 



the baggage of this foreign nobleman, 
though in reality they contained little 
elft than common lumber. 

Next d<y our adventurer took pof- 
fcflion of his new habitation, after hav- 
ing left to his friend and afTociate the 
talk of dilmiiTing the unfortunate Ele- 
nor; who was fo mocked at the unex- 
pected m triage, that (he fainted away : 
and when die recovered the ufe of her 
lenfes, fo well as to reflect upon her 
forlorn condition, me was feized with 
the rnoft violent tranfports of grief and 
difmay, by which her brain was difor- 
I to fuch a degree, that (he grew 
furious and diffracted ; and was, by the 
advice and aflntance of the Tyroleze, 
conveyed into the hofpital of Bethlem } 
where we mail leave her for the prefent, 
h tppily bereft of her reafpn. 



C H A P. XXXII. 

HE APPEARS IN THE GREAT WORLD 
WITH UNIVERSAL APPLAUSE AND 
ADMIRATION. 

ME AN WHILE Fathom and his 
engine were bulled in compleat- 
ing his equipage, fo that in a few days 
he had procured a ve;y gay chariot, 
adorned with painting, gilding, and a 
coat of arms according to his own fancy 
;>nd direction. The firft life he made 
cL ihis vehicle, was that of vifiting the 
young nobleman from whom he had 
received fuch important civilities on the 
road, in confequence of an invitation at 
parting, by which he learned his title 
and the place of his abode in London. 

His lordJhip was not only pleafed, 
but proud to fee fuch a flranger at his 
gate, and entertained him with excels 
of complaiiance and hofpitality ; irifb- 
much, that by his means our hero foon 
became acquainted with the whole cir- 
cle of pebte company, by whom he 
was careffed for his in fin ua ting manners 
and agreeable converfation. He had 
thought proper to tell the nobleman, at 
their firft interview in town, that his 
concealing his knowledge of 
the Engiifh tongue were now removed, 
and that he would no longer deny him- 
felf the pleafure of (peaking a language 
which had been always mufick to his 
ear. He had alfo thanked his lord/hip 
fur his generous interpofition at the inn, 
which was an inftance of that genero- 

fitjr 
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nd true politencfs, which are en- 
grolTed by the E n g I i fh people, who 

nought to other nations but the 
mere fhadow of thefe virtues. 

Atellimonv like this, from the mouth 
of fuch a noble ftranger, won the heart 
of the peer, who profcflVd a friendfhip 
for him on the Ipot, and undertook to 
fee juftice done to his lacquey, who in a 
Ihort time was gratified with a (hare of 
the fei/ure which had been made upon 
his information, amounting to fifty or 
fixty pounds. 

Ferdinand put not forth the whole 
ftrcngth of his accomplishments at once, 
but contrived to fpring a new mine of 
qualification every day, to the furprize 
and admiration or all his acquaintance. 
He was gifted with a fort of elocution, 
much more fpecious than folid, and 
fpoke on every fubjeft that occurred in 
convention, With that familiarity and 
eafe, which, one would think, could 
only Be acquired by long ftudy and ap- 
plication. This p'aufibility and confi- 
dence arc faculties really inherent from 
nature, and effectually ferve the pof- 
feffbr, in lieu of that learning which is 
not to be obtained without infinite toil 
andperfeverar.ee: the inoft fuperficial 
.ire of the arts and fciences in fuch 
a juggler, is fufiicient to dazzle the tiri- 

mding of half mankind ; and if 
managed with circumfpeftion, will en- 
himeventof] life among the 

literati, without once forfeiting the cha- 
racter of a connoifilur. 

Our hero was perfectly mafter of this 
legerdemain ; which he carried to fuch 
a pitch of affurance, as to declare in 
fhe midft of a mathematical affemUv, 
that he i to gratify the publick 

v.-ith a full confutation of Sir I 
Newton's philofophy ; to the nature of 
which he was as much a ftranger a 
mod favage Hottentot in Afiick. His 
pretenfions to profound and un \ 
kn j ■ ledge, were fupported n rt on 

kind of pif-fumption, but alio by 
the facility with which he (poke fo many 
rid the Ihrewd re- 
marks h le in the courl'c ol 1; is 
<n. 
Among politicians, he fettled the ba- 
lance ot power opon ft cerl 
b i: • I igenious fchenies, which he 
had co : or the w< I Eu- 
rope. With officers, he reformed the 
art of war, with improvements < 
inflection win 
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was engaged in a military life. He 
I'umctiines held forth upon painting, like 
a member of the Dilletantt club. The 
theory of mulick was a theme upon 
which he feenaed to expatiate with parti- 
cular pleafure. In the provinces of love 
and gallantry, he was a perfect Oroon- 
dates. He poiilffed a moft a^reeableman- 
ner oftel ling entertaining Itories, of which 
he had a large collection. He fung 
with great melody and tafte ; and play- 
ed upon the violin with furprizing exe- 
cution. To thefe qualifications, let us 
add his affability and pliant difpofition, 
and then the reader will not wonder 
that he was looked upon as the pat- 
tern of human perfection, and his ac- 
quaintance courted acccordingly. 

While he thus captivated the favour 
and affection of the Englilh nobility, 
he did not neglect: to take other mea- 
fures in behalf of the partnerlhip to 
which he had fubferibed. The ad- 
venture with the two fquires at Paris, 
I. .1 weakened his appetite for play, 
which was not at all reftored by the ob- 
fervations he had made in London, 
where the art of gaming is reduced into 
a regular fydem, and it's profeffors fo 
laudably devoted to the difcliarge of 
their functions, as to obferve the moft 
temperate regimen, left their invention 
fhould be impaired by the fatigue of 
watching or excrcife, and their ideas 
difturbed by the fumes of indigeftion. 
No Indian brachman could live more 
abftemious than two of the pack, who 
hunted in couple, and kennelled in 
the upper apartments of the hotel in 
which our adventurer lived: they ab- 
stained from animal food with the ab- 
horrence of Pytha ; their drink; 
was the pure, iimple element ; they were 
vomited once a week, took phyfick or a 
clylter every third day ; fpent the fore- 
noon in algebraical calculations ; and 
flept from four o'clock till midnight, 
that t a then take the field with 
that cool ferenity, which is the effect of 
refreshment ami repofe. 

'IT., terms upon which, our 

hero would not riile his fortune; he 
too mu':'.i ad lifted to pleafure I i I 
every othi nentbut that of amalf- 

and did not fq much 
his dexterity in play, as upon his talent 
of insinuation, which by this time had 
fucce i.tr beyond his expectation, 

thai he bi gin to il e hoj 

enslaving the heart of i< me rich he 
N v. 
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whofc fortune would at once raife him 
above all dependence. Indeed, no man 
ever let out with a fairer profpect on 
fuch an expedition ; for he had found 
means to render himfelf Co agreeable to 
the fair-fex, that, like the boxes of the 
playhoufe, during the repiefentation of 
a new perfornupce, his company was 
often befpoke for a leries of weeks ; and 
no lady, whether widow, wife, or maid- 
en, ever mentioned his name without 
fome epithet of eiteem or affection ; fuch 
as, the dear count ! the charming man ! 
the nonpareil ! or the angel ! 

While he thus (hone in the zenith of 
admiration, it is not to be douhted that 
he could have melted fome wealthy dow- 
ager or opulent ward : but being an 
enemy to all precipitate engagements, 
he refolved to ail with great care and 
deliberation in an affair of fuch import- 
ance, efpecially as he did not find him- 
felf hurried by the importunities of 
want : for, fince his arrival in England, 
he had rather increafed than exhaufted 
his finances, by methods equally cer- 
tain and fecure. In a word, he, with 
the affiftance of Ratchkali, carried on a 
traffick which yielded great profits, with- 
out fubjecting the trader to the leaft lofs 
or inconvenience. Fathom, for ex im- 
ple, wore upon his finger a large bril- 
liant, which he played to fuch advan- 
tage one night, at a certain nobleman's 
houfe, where he was prevailed upon to 
entertain the company with a fo!o on 
the violin, that every body prelent toe!: 
notice of it's uncommon lultre; and it 
was handed about for the perufal of 
every individual. The water and the 
workmar.fnip were univerfally admired: 
and one among the reft, having ex- 
prelfed a defire of knowing the value of 
fuch a jewel, the count feized that op- 
portunity of entertaining them with a 
learned difquifition into the nature of 
ftones: this introduced the hiftory of the 
diamond in queftfon, which he laid had 
been purchaied of an Indian trader of 
Fort St. George, at an under price ; fo 
that the prefen; proprietor could afford 
to fell it at a very reafonable rate; and 
concluded with teiling the company, 
that for his own part, he had been im- 
portuned to wear it by the jeweller, who 
imagined it would have a better chance 
for attracting a purchafer on his finger, 
than while it remained in his own cuf- 
tody. 
This declaration was no fooner made, 



than a certain lady of quality befpohe 
the refufe of the jewel, and defired Fer- 
dinand to fend the owner next day to 
her houfe; where he accordingly waited 
upon her ladyfliip with the ring, for 
which he received one hundred and fifty 
guineas, two thirds of the fum being 
clear gain, and equally divided betwixt 
the 'affociates. Nor was this bargain 
fuch as reflected dilhonour upon the 
lady's tafte, or could be productive of 
ill confequences to the merchant: for 
the method of eftimating diamonds is 
altogether arbitrary; and Ratchkali, 
who was an exquifite lapidary, had let 
it in fuch a manner, as would have im- 
poled upon any ordinary jeweller. By 
thele means of introduction, the Tyro- 
leze foon monopolized the cuftom of a 
great many noble families, upon which 
he levied large contributions, without 
incurring the leaft fufpicion of deceit : 
he every day, out of pure efteem and 
gratitude for the honour of their com- 
mands, entertained them with the fight 
of fome new trinket, which he was 
never permitted to carry home unfold ; 
and from the profits of each job, a tax 
was raifed for the benefit of our adven- 
turer. 

Yet his indultos were not confined to 
the article of jewels, which conftituted 
only one part of his revenue. By the 
induftry of his underlirapper, he pro- 

1 a number of old crazy fiddles, 
which were thrown afide as lumber, 
upon which he counterfeited the Cre- 
mona mark, and otherwife cooked them 
up with great dexterity; fo that when 
he had occafion to regale the lovers of 
mufick, he would fend for one of thele 

ped instruments, and extract from it 
fuch tones as quite ravilhed the hearers; 
among whom there was always fome 
conceited pretender, who fpoke in rap- 
tures" of the violin, and gave our hero 
an opportunity of launching out in it's 

-, and declaring it was the belt 

una he had evertouched. This en- 
liura never failed to inflame the.delires 
ol the audience; to fome of whom he 
was generous enough to part with it at 
prime coir, that is, for twenty or thirty 
guineas clear profit ; for he was often 
able to oblige his friends in tiiis manner, 
becaufe, being an eminent connoiffeur, 
his countenance was folicited by all the 
muficians who wanted to difpofe of fuch 
moveables. 
Nor did he negieft the other refburces 

or 
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of a fkiiful viituofo. Every auction propagation of which, none were Co in - 

afforded fome picture, in which, thi;:h duftrious as the brethren of his own 

it had been overlooked by the ignorance order, who had, like him, made a de- 

of the times, he recognized the ftjle of feent upon this ifland, and could not, 

a great mailer, and made a merit of without repining, lee the whole hai 

recommending it to fome noble friend, in the hands of one man; who, with 



This commerce he likewife extended to 
medals, bronzes, bulls, intaglios, and 
old china, ami kept divers artificers con- 
tinually employed in making antiques 



equal art and difcretion, avoided all in- 
tercourfe with their Agiety. In vain 
they (hove to dilcovtr nis pedigree, and 
detect the particular circumllanccs of 



for the Englifh nobility. Thus he went his life and compilation ; all their en- 



on with fuch rapidity of fuccefs in all 

his endeavours, that he himfelf was 
aftonilhed at the infatuation he had pro- 
duced. Nothing was fo wretched a- 
mong the produciions of art, that he 



quiries were baflled by the obfeurity of 
Ins origin, and that folitary feheme 
which he had adopted in the beginning 
of his career. The whole fruit of their 
invedigation, amounted to no more than 



could not impofe upon the world as a a certainty that there was no family of 



capital performance; and fo fafcinated 
were the eyes of his admirers, he could 
eafily have perfuaded them that a bar- 
ber's bafon was an Etrurian patera, and 
the cover of a copper pot no other than 
the lhield of Ancus Mai tins. In fiiort, 
it was become fo fafliionable to confult 
the count in every thing relating to taite 
and politenefs, that not a plan was 



any conlideration in Europe, known by 
the denomination of Fathom; and this 
difcovery they did not fail to divulge 
for the benefit of our adventurer, who 
had by this time taken fuch firm root 
in the favour of the great, as to fet ail 
thofe little arts at defiance ; and when 
the report reached his ear, actually 
made his friends merry with the con- 



drawn, nor evenahoufefurnifhed, with- jeclures which had been circulated at 
out his advice and approbation ; my, his expence 



to fuch a degree did his reputation in 
thefe matters excel, that a particular 
pattern of paper-hangings was known 
by the name of Fathom; and his hall 
was every morning crouded with up- 
holfterers, and other tradefmen, who 



His idverfaries finding tlicmfelves 
disappointed in this effort, held a con- 
fultation to devife other meafures againff. 
him, and came to a refolution of i 
ing him by the fword, or rather of ex- 
pelling him from the kingdom, by the 



came by order of their employers, to fear of death, which they hoped he had 



learn his choice, and take his direc- 
tions. 

The character and influence he thus 
acquired, he took cue to maintain with 
the utmoft affiduity and circumfpection. 
He never failed to appear the chief per- 
fonage at all publick diversions anil pri- 
vate aflemblies; not only in conversa- 
tion and drefs, but alio in the article of 
dancing, in which he outttripped all 
fellows, as far as in every other genteel 
accomplishment. 



CHAP. XXXIII. 

HE ATTRACTS THE ENVV AND ILL 
OFFICES OFTHEMINORKNICHTS 
OF HIS OWN ORDER, OVER WHOM 
HE OBTAINS A COMPLEAT VIC- 
TORY. 

SUCH a pre-eminence could not be 
enjoyed without exciting the n 

volence of envy and i 



not courage enough to re lift, becaufehis 
i tment had been always remarkably 
mild ar.d p3cifick. It was upon this 
fuppofition, that they left to the deter- 
mination of the dice the choice of the 
perfon who fhould execute their plan ; 
and the lot falling upon a Swifs, who 
from the ft at ion of a foot-foldier in the 
Dutch lei vice, out of which he had been 
drummed for theft, had erected himfelf 
into the rank of afelf-created chevalier ; 
this hero fortified himfelf with a double 
y, and betook himfelf to 
a certain e-houfe, with an 

intent to affront Count Fathom in pub- 
lick. 

He ky enough to find our ad- 

venturer fitting at a table in converfation 
with fom f the firft rank ; 

upon which he feated himfelf in the 
box, and alter having intn 
If into th uil'e, which ' 

penedtotuin upon the politicks of: 
j ' Count,' Paid h 
Ferdinand, in a very abi. dif- 

N i 



94 



FERDINAND COUNT FATHOM. 



agreeable manner of addrefs, ' I was 
' Lilt night in company with fome gen- 
' tlemen, among whom a difpute hap- 
' pened about the place of your nativity; 

* pray, what country are you of?'— 
' Sir,' arifwered the other, with great 
politenei's, « I at prefent have the ho- 

* nour to be of England.* — « Oho!' 
replied the chevAer, ' I aflc yom 

' don ! that is to fay, you are incog. 

* Some people may find it convenient 

* to keep themfelves in that fituation.' 
— ' True,' faid the count, ' but fome 
' people are too well known to enjoy 

* that privilege/ The Swifs being a 
little difconcerted at this repartee, which 
extracted a fmile from the audience; 
after fome paufe, obferved, that perfons 
of a certain clafs, had good reafon to 
drop the remembrance of what they 
have been; but a good citizen will not 
i or get his country or former condition. 
' And a bad citizen,' faith Fathom, 
' cannot if he would, provided he has 
' met with his deferts ; a fliarper may 
' as well forget the fhape of a die, or a 
' difcarded foldier the found of a drum.' 

As the chevalier's characlar and ltory 
were not unknown, this application 
raifed a univerfal laugh at his expence, 
which provoked him to fuch a degree, 
that ftartifigup, hefwore Fathom could 
not have mentioned any object in nature 
that he hirqfelf reiembled lb much as a 
drum, which was exactly typified by 
his emptinefs and found ; with this dif- 
ference, however, that a drum was ne- 
ver noify till bea.ten, whereas the count 
would never be quiet until he fhould 
have undergone the fame difcipline. 
So faying, he laid his hand upon his 
iword with a menacing look, and walk- 
ed out as if in expectation of being 
wed by our adventurer, who fuf- 
fered himfelf to be detained by the 
company, and very calmly took notice, 
that his antagonift would not be iil 
pleafed at their imerpoiition. Per 
he would not have comported himfelf 
with fuch eafe and deliberation, had not 
he made fuch remarks upon the difpo- 
fiticn of the chevalier, as convinced 
him of his own fafety. He had per- 
ceived a perplexity and perturbation in 
the countenance ot the Swifs, when he 
firft entered the coffee-room; his blunt 
and precipitate way of accofting him, 
feemed to denote Tonfufion and com- 
pulfion; and, in the midlt of his fero- 



city. 



this accurate obferver difcerned 



the trepidation of fear. By the help of 
thefe figns, his fagacity foon compre- 
hended the nature of his fchemes, and 
prepared accordingly for a formal de- 
fiance. 

His conjecture was verified next 
morning by a vifit from the chevalier, 
who taking it for granted that Fathom 
would not face an adverfary in the field, 
becaufehehad notfollowed him from the 
coiTee-houfe, went to his lodgings with 
great confidence, and demanded to fee 
the count upon an affair that would ad- 
mit of no delay. Maurice, according 
to his inftruclions, told him that his 
inafter was gone out, but defired he 
would have the goodnefs to repofe him- 
felf in a parlour, till the count's return, 
which he expected every moment. Fer- 
dinand, who had taken poll in a proper 
place for obfervation, feeing his anta- 
gonift fairly admitted, took the fame 
road, and appearing before him, wrap- 
ped up in a long Spaniih cloak, defired 
to know what had procured him the 
honour of fuch an early vifit. The 
Swifs, raifing his voice to conceal his 
agitation, explained his errand, in de- 
manding reparation for the injury his 
honour had fuftained the preceding day, 
in that odious allufion to a fcmdalous 
report which had been raifed by the 
malice of his enemies ; and infilled in a 
very imperious (file, upon his attending 
him forthwith to the nurfery in Hyde- 
Park. ' Have a little patience,' faid 
our adventurer, with great compofure, 
' and I will do myfelf the pleafure to 
' wait upon you in a few moments." 

With thefe words he rung the bell, 
and calling for a bafon of water, laid 
afide his cloak, and difplayed himfelf 
in his fhirt, with a fword in his right- 
I, which was all over befrncared 
with recent blood, as if he had juftcome 
from the (laughter of a foe. This 
phenomenon made fuch dn impreffion 
upon the aftonifhed chevalier, already 
chfeompofed by the refblute behaviour 
of the count, that he became jaundiced 
with tenor and difmay, ana while his 
teeth chattered in his head, told our 
hero he had hoped from his known po- 
lifenefs, to have found him ready to 
acknowledge an injury which might 
been the effect, of anger or milap- 
preheniion, in which cafe the affair 
might have been compromifed to their 
mutual fatisfaftion, without proceeding 
to thofe extremities, which, among men 

©f 
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of honour, arc always accounted the 
laft refource. To this reprefentation, 
Ferdinand aoi '. that the affair had 
been of the chevalier's own feeki 
inafmuch as he had intruded hi 
into his company, and treated him with 
the mod infolent and unprovoked abufe, 
which plainly flow i a premedi- 

I defign again ft his honour and re- 
putation : he therefore 
difpofed to own himfelf in the wi 
wri'tlil not even r.ccept of a publick ac- 
knowledgment from him the aggreflbr, 
whom he looked upon as an infam >us 
fharprr, and was refolved to chaftife 
accordingly. 

Here the converfatjon was interrupted 
by the arrival of a perfon v 
brought to the door in a chair, and con- 
ducted into another apartment, from 
which a melfage was brought to the 
count, importing, that the ftranger de- 
fired to (peak with him, upon bin 
of the lalt importance. Fathom 
ing chid the fei .ant for admitting . 
pie without his order, defired the Swiss 
to excufe him for a minute longer, ar. I 
went into the next room ; from whence 
the following dialogue was overl 
by this challenger. ' Count,' laid the 
ftranger, • you are not ignorant of my 
' pretentions to the heart of that young 
4 lady, at whofe houfe I met you yef- 
' terday ; therefore, you cannot be fur- 
' prized when I declare my&lfdifpleafed 
' . air vifits and behaviour to my 

1 miftrefs, and demand that you will 
' inftantly promife to drop the corre- 
1 fpondence.' — ; Elie what follows? 1 
anfwered Ferdinand, with a cool and 
temperate voice. ' My refentment and 

* immediate defiance,' replied the other; 
' for the only alternative I propofe, is 
' to forego your deligti upon I hi t I 

* or to decide our pretentions by the 

* fword.' 

Our hero having exprefl'ed a n 
for this militant, as the lbn of a 
man whom he h nonred, was at the 
pains to reprefent the uhl 
of his demand, and the folly ol 
pi . imption ; ami eat neftly exh 
him to put t!ie ilTue of his caufe up 
more fafe and equital lint 

this admonition, inftead of 
the wrath, feemed to infi 
fen t men r o\ tllfi opponent, who i. 
be vould no' n until he (L 

have accompliflied th 
J. In vain our u 



quefted half an hour for the difpatch of 
nt bufinefs, in . hich he was 
engaged with a gentleman in the other 
parlour: this impetuous rival rejected 
all the terms he could propofe, and 
challenged him to decide the contro- 
upon the fpot ; an expedient to 
which the other having aflented with 
tance, th: door was fecured, the 
i ied, a i I a hot engage - 

I, to the. inexprelfible plea- 
fure s, who did not doubt 

that lie himfelf won!. I be fcreencd from 
all d vnt of this ten- 

or. Neverthelefs, his hone was 
•pointed, in the defeat of theftn i- 
g r, who was quickly difanned, in 
nee of i wound through the 
I arm ; upon which occafion Fa- 
i was heard to faj i con fide - 

n of his youth and family, he had 
i his life; but he would not act 
with the lame tendemefs towards any 
other an: He then bound up 

imb he had difabled, conducted the 
vanquifhed party to his chair, rejoined 
the chevalier with a ferene countenance, 
Iking paid' :n for having letained 
him fo long, propofed they (liould in- 
ftantly Vet out in a hackney-coach for 
the place of appointm nt. 

The ftratn /cm thus conducted, had 
all the fii i c uld define. 

The fear of the Swifs had rifen almoft: 
to an extaly, before the count quitted 
the loo.n ; but after this fliam battle, 
which had been preconcerted betwixt 
our adventurer and his frien I Ratchkali, 
ilier's ten rs were unfpeak able. 
II ■ confidered Fathom as a devil incar- 
n ite, and went into the coach as a ma- 
lefactor bound for Tyburn. He would 
have gladly compounded for the lol's of 
a leg or arm, and ! ntertained fome tran- 
gleams of hope, that he ftiould 
I e for half 3 dozen flcfli-wounds, 
which he would have willingly received, 
the price of his prefumption; but 
thefe hopes were banitited by theremem- 
;e of that dreadful declaration 
which he had heard the count make, 
overcome his laft adverfary ; 
an I h continued under the power of 
the molt infupportable pannick, until 
thecarrii ! at Hyde Park Corner, 

.led forth in a moft piteous 
i imentable condition; l'othat when 
hed the fpot, he was fcarce 
able to It 
i 1 jre he made an effort to fpeak, and 

propofed 
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propofed an accommodation upon a new 
plan, by which lie promifed to leave 
his caufe to the arbitrement of thofe 
gentlemen who were prefent at the rup- 
ture, and to afk pardon of the count, 
provided he fhould be found guilty of 
a trefpafs upon good manners : hut 
this proj not fatisfy the im- 

placable Ferdinand j who, perceiving 
theagony of the Swifs, refolved to make 
the moll of the adventure, and gr 
him to u • not a ma 

be trifled with, defiled him to draw 
without l eamble. Thus c 

pelled, the unfortunate gamefter pulled 
off his coat, and putting- IiimfeQ 
polhire, to ufe the words of Nym, 
* winked and held out his cold iron.' 

Our adventurer, far from making a 
gentle ufeof the advantages he pojT 
fiercely attacked him, while he 
incapable of making refiftance, and 
aiming at a flelhy part, ran him thr< 
the arm and outfide of the fhoulder at 
the very Mi ft pats : the chevalier, al- 
ready itupified with the horror of ex- 
pectation, nofooner felt his adverfary's 
point in his body, than he Fell to the 
ground, and concluding he v»as no 
longer a man for this world, began to 
croi's himfelf with great devotion, while 
Fathom walked home deliberately, and 
in his way fent a couple of chairmen to 
the afliftance ol I ht. 

This achievement, which could not 
be concealed from the knowledge of the 
publick, not only furniihed the charac- 
ter of Fathcm with frefh wreathes of 
admiration and applaufe, but liki 
effectually fecured him from any fi 
attempts of his enemies, to whom the 
Swifs, for his own lake, had commu- 
nicated fuch terribl lis valoiir, 
as over-awed the whole community. 



CHAP. XXXIV. 

HE TERFORMS ANOTHER EXPLOIT 
THAT CONVEYS A TRUE ID . 
OF HIS GRATITUDE AND HO- 
NOUR. 

IT was not long after this celebrated 
victory, that he was invited to fpend 
part of the fummcr, at the hcufe of a 
country gentleman, who lived about 
one hundred miles from London, pof- 
feffed of a very opulent fortune, the 
greateftpart of which was expended in 



acts of old Englifh hofpitality. He 
had met with our hero by accident, at 
the table of a certain great man, and 
was fo (buck with his manner and con- 
verfation, as to defire his acquaintance 
and cultivate his friendfhip; and he 
thought himfelf extremely happy in 
hiving prevailed upon him to pafs a 
few vueeks in his family. 

Fathom, among his other obferv.i- 
tions, perceived that there was a do- 
mettick. uneafinefs occafioned by a 
beautiful young creature, about the age 
of fifteen, who refided in the houfe 
tinder the title of a gentleman's niece, 
though (he was in reality his natural 
daughter, horn before his marriage. 
This circumftancewas not unknown to 
his lady, by whofe exprefs approbation 
he had bellowed particular attention 
upon the education cf the child, whom 
we (hail d .• the name of Ce- 

linda: their liberality in this particular 
not been mifapplied j for (he not 
only gave m:.i common capacity, 

but as (he grew up, became more and 
more amiable in her perfon, and was 
now returned from the boarding fchool, 
pofTeffed of every accompiiihment that 
could be acquired by one of her age 
and opportunities. Thefe qualifica- 
tions, which end are 1 her to every other 
perfon, excited the jealoufy and dii- 
pleafure of her fuppofed aunt, who 
could not bear to fee her own children 
eclipfed by this illegitimate daughter, 
whom (lie Chereforedii'countenanced upon 
all occasions, and expofed to fuch mor- 
tifications as would in all appearance 
her from her father's houfe. This 
perfecuting fpirit was very difagreeable 
to the h;i(band, who loved Celiuda with 
a truly paternal affection, and produced 
abundance of family difquiet ; but 
being a inan of a peaceable and yielding 
drfpolition, he could not long maintain 
tiie i folul on he had taken in her fa- 
vour, and therefore he ceafed oppofmg 
the malevolence of his wife. 

In this unfortunate predicament flood 
the fair baftard, at the arrival of our 
adventurer ; who being allured by her 
charms, and apprized of her fituation 
at the (sine lime, took the generous 
refolution to undermine her innocence, 
that he might banquet his vicious ap- 
petite with the fpoils of her beauty. 
Perhaps fuch a brutal defigw might not 
have entered his imagination, it he had 
not obferved in the diipofition of this 

baplefs 
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haplefs maiden, certain peculiarities from 
b lie derived the moll continent pro- 
of fuccefs. Betides a tut.il want 
cperience, that left hei open and 
unguarded againit the attacks of tlic 
other lex, (he dil >vered a remai k 
fpirit of credulity and I'uperlt'mous tear, 
which had been cherifhed by the con- 

tjon of hi i 
particularly fond ot" muiick, in which 
id made lome piogrels; but lode- 
: was the texture of her net 
that one day, while Fathom enterta 

ompany with a favourite air, liie 
. .liy fwoooed with p! 
Such fenlibility, cur projector well 
knew, mult be diffufed through all 
tiie pafnons or' her heart ; he co- 
tulated himfelf upon the fure a 

. he had gained over her in this 
particular; and forthwith began to ex- 
ecute the plan he had erected for her 
nclion. That he might the more 
Lually deceive the . root' her 

father's wife, he threw fuch a dafh of 
affectation in his complaifance towards 
CelinJa, as could not ei'cape the notice 
ot that prying matron, though it was 
not palpable enough to dilbblige the 
young lady herfelf, who could not fo 
well dillinguifh between overltrained 
courtefy and real good-breeding: this 
behaviour fcreened him from the fufpi- 
: mily, who confidtred it as 

olitenefs, to cover his in- 
difference and dilgud for the daughter- 
of his friend, who had by this time 
given fome reafon to belicie fhe looked 
upon him with the eyes of affection ; fo 
that the opportunities heenjovedot con- 
\e, hug with her in private wereiefs Li 
to inirulion or inquiry. Indeed, horn 
what I have already observed touching 
the fentiments of he.r dep-dame, that 
lady, far from meafures for 

irtingour 1 ro's deiign, would have 
{execution of it, and had 
(he been infoi intent, might 

fallen upon fome method to f. 
tate the enterprize ; but a^ he folely dc- 
| led upon his own talents, he never 
dreamed of foliciting fuch an auxi) 
Under cover ol indru&ing . nd 
complilhing her in the exercife of mu- 
fick, he could net want occasions for 
promoting his aim : when, after having 
ibothed her knl'e of hearing, ev* n to a 
degiee of lavilbnieiit, fo as to 

from hei an exclamation importinj 
he was furely loin.:!. rnatural ! 
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I er failed to whifper fome infidioufl 

compliment 'or tale oi love, :ely 

I in the emotions oi hi r foul. Thus 
was her heart i fubdued, though 

more than hall his - itiil undone} 

all times (lie difclol'ed fuch purity 
of lentimcr.!, inch inviolable attachment 
to religion and virtue, and feemed lb a« 
to all forts of inflammatory dil- 
courfe, that lie durlt not prel'ume, upon 
the footing he had gained in her affec- 
tion, to explain the bafenefs of his de- 
he therefore applied to another of 
her paflions, that proved the bane of her 
virtue: this was h.r timidity, which at 
firft being constitutional, was afterwards 
increafed by the circumftances of her 
education, and now aggravated by the 
an ful converfation ot Fathom, which 
he checquered with difma] ltories of 
omens, portents, prophecies, and appa- 
ritions, delivered upon fuch unqueltion- 
able tcdimony, and with fuch marks of 
conviction, as captivated the belief of 
the devoted Celinda, and rilled her ima- 
gination with unceafing terrors. 

In vain (lie drove to dif pel thofe 
fiigln is, and avoid Inch topicks 

of difcourie for the future : the more fhe 
endeavoured to banifh them, the more 
troublefome they became; and fuch was 
her ii: n,thai as her terrors inci 

ed, her third after that fort of knowledge 
was augmested. Many (leeplefs ni 
did (lie pal's amidft thofe horrors ot 
cy, darting at every noife, and (wet 
with dreary apprehenfion, yetafli 
to own her fears, or solicit the cop 
of a bed fellow, led (he fliould incur 
the ridicule and cenfure pf her fal 
wife; and what rendered this difpol 
the more irkfome, v.us t!ie folitary fitu- 
ation of her chamber, that (food at the 
end of a long gallery, fcarce w 
heai ■ othei in I part of the 

houfe. 

All thefe circumftances had been duly 
; by cur pi , who having 

.ied Celinda for his purj . 

it, which 
was in another dory, and approaching 
her ' da piteot 

ly retired to his bed, in 
:e of feeing i 1 

■ : nor did h 
mifs the mark: ; poor Celii la mie- 
nanc inch indications of melan- 

choly and difmay, that he could not 
omi' ife of her difquii t| 

and (lie, at his earned requeftj was 

vailed 
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vailed upon to communicate the dread- 
ful lalutation of the preceding night, 
which (he confi lered as an omen 
tu fortie perfon in the family, in all 



harmonious founds, that feem to be fiie 

effect of inchantment, and wonderfully 

fe the mind for the moil romantick 

tuations. Fathom, who was really a 



bability to herfelf, as the groan feemed Virtuofo in mnnck, had brought one of 

to iifue from one corner of her own thofe new fafhioned guittars into the 

apartment. Our adventurer argued a country, and as the effect of it was Hill 

gainll this fuppoiition, as contradictory unknown in the family, he that night 

to tlie common obfervation of thole lu- converted it to the purpofes of his a- 



pernatunil warnings, which arc- not usu- 
ally imparted to the'perfon who is d 
ed to die, but to lome faithful frfend or 
trulty fervant, particularly interefti 



mour, by fixing it in the cafement of a 
window belonging to the gallery, ex- 
posed to the welt-wind, which then blew 
in a gentle breeze. The firings no 



the event. He therefore fuppoled the foon e impreflion of the balmy 

groans Foreboded the de, ..-, zephyr, than they began to pour forth a 

who feemed to be in a drooping fta'te of ffream of melody, more ravifhingly de- 
health, and were by her genius convey- lighfful than the fong of Philomel, the 
ed to the organs of Celii da, who wis warbling brook, and all the concert of 
the chief fuffererby her jealous and bar- the wood. The foft and tender notes 
barous dilpolition ; he likewife expr fled of peace and love were fwelled up with 
an earned defire to he an ear-witnefs of the mo 1 delicate and infenfibie tranfi- 
fuch folemn communication ; and al- fion, into a loud hymn of triumph and 
ledging that it v roper 'for exultation, joined by the deep-toned or- 

a young lady of her .! licati feelings to gan, and a full choir of voices, which 
^xpofe herfeif alone to fuch another dif- 
mal vifitation, begged he might be al- 
lowed to watch all night in her cham- 
ber, in order to ■ n the 
Stocking impreflions of fear. 

Though no perfon ever Hood more in 
need of a companion or guard, and her 
Jieart throbbed with i ts of dif- 

may at the proipect of night, (he reject- 
ed his propofal with due acknow 
ment, and refolved to truft folely to 
the protection of Heave- : not that fhe 
thought her innocence or reputation 



gradually decayed upon the ear, until it 
aJed away in ciiltant found, as if a flight 
of angels had railed the fong in their 
afcent to Keaven. Yet the chords 
hardly ccafed to vibrate after the expira- 
tion of this overture, which d flier ed in 
a compofftion in the fame pathetick 
Mile; and this again was fucceeded by 
a third; almoft without paufe or inter - 
miffion, as if the artihVs hand had been 
indef . and the theme never to 

be exhausted. 

His heart inuft be quite callous, and 



could luffer by her compliance with his his ear loll to all diftin&ion, who could 



requelt; for hitherto her heart was a 
ttranger to thofe young delires 
haunt the fancy and 
youth; fo that I lorant of her 

danger, (he law not the neceiTity of a- 
voiding temptation; but die refilled to 
admit a man inio her bed-chan 
merely becaufe i ! [fep altogether 

oppcli'e to the forms and decorui 
life. Neverthelels, far from beinj 
couraged by this repulfc, he knew her 
fears would multiply, and reduce that 
reluctance; which, inordei to weaken, 
he had recourfe to another piece of ma- 
chinery, that operated powerfully in 
behalf of his i 

Some years ago, a twelve -tlringed in- 
ftrument was contrived by a very inge- 



heaf inch harmony without emotion ; 
how deeply then mull it have affected 
the delicate Ceiinda, whofe fenfations, 
naturally .-, were whetted to a molt 

painful keennefs by her apprehenfion ; 
who could have no previous idea of fuch 
entertainment, and was credulous enough 
to believe the moll improbable tale of 
fpperfBtiori! She was overwhelmed with 
awful terror, and never doubting that 
the founds were more than mortal, re- 
commended her(elf to the care of Pro- 
. dence in a fucccflion of pious ejacula- 
tions. 

Our adventurer having allowed fome 

time for the effect of this contrivance, 

red to her chamber-door, and in a 

per conveyed through the key-hole, 



nious mufician, by whom it wa.s aptly sliced if fire was awake, begged pardon 
intitlcdthe harp of JEolus, becaufe, be- for fuch an unfealbnable vilit, and de- 
ing properly applied to a it ream of air, feed to know her opinion of the ltrange 
it produces a wild, irregular variety of mufick which he then heard, In fpfte 

• of 
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cf her notions of decency, (he was glad 
of his intrufion, and being in no condi- 
tion to obferve punctilios, flipped on a 
wrapper, opened the door, and wirh a 
faultixing voice, owned herfelf Fright- 
ened almoft to diffraction. He pretei.d- 
ed to confe'-t lief with reflections, im- 
porting, that flie was in the hands of 
a benevolent Being, who would not 
impofe upon his creatures any talk 
which they could not bear: he infilted 
upon lief rehrttlTngftO bed, and a flu red 
her he would not ftir from her chamber 
till day. Thus comforted, (he betook 
halt-It rvv.in to reft, while he fat down 
in an e%< w chair at fome diitance from 
the bed fide, and in n (oft voice began 
the cenverfatiem with her, on tlie fnbjeft 
ot thofe visitations from above ; which, 
though undertaken on pretence of dif- 
fipating her fear and anxiety, was in 
reality calculated for thepurpofe of aug- 
menting both. 

' That fwtet air,' faid he, ' feems 
deligr.ed for foothing the bodily an- 
guifh of lbme faint in his lali mo- 
ments. II:. ik ! how it rills into a 
more fprightly and elevated ftrain, as 
it it were an in'fjJfriting invitation to 
the realms of bills', lure he is now 
abfblved from all the mil'eiy of this 
life; that full and glorious concert of 
voices and deleflial hups, betoken 
his reception among the heavenly 
choir, who now waft his foul to para - 
difian joys ! this is altogether great, 
folemn, and amazing ! The clock 
ihikesone; the fymphony hath ceaf- 
ed!' 

This wns actually the cafe; fur he 
had ordered Maui ice to remove the irt- 
ftraitrent at that hour, left the found of 
it fhoiild become too familiar, and excite 
the curiufity ot fomi undaunted domef- 
tick, who might frultrate his fcheme, 
by difcovering the apparatus. As for 
poor Celinda, her f.uicy was, by Ivs 
mofickand difcourfe, worked rp to the 
highelt pitch cf enthufiaftick terrors; 
the whole bed faook with her trepida- 
rion, the awfol lilence thit fucceeded 
the fiipcrn atural muf.ck, thiew an ad- 
ditional damp upon her ij.irits, and the 
artful Fathom affecting to fnore at tl.e 
fame time, (he could no longer contain 
her horrdTj bat called u,)on bis name 
with b fearful -rccnt, and having own- 
ed h..r prefent Gtuation irtfupporfable, 
intiean-j ;,im to drawnt^r htr bedside, 



that he might be within touch on any 
emergency. 

This was a welcome requelf to our 
adventurer, who afked pardon for his 
divwfinefs ; and taking his (ration on 
the fide of her bed, exhorted her to 
compofe herfelf ; then locking her hand 
faft in his own, was again lei zed with 
fuchan inclination to fleep, that he gra- 
dually funk down by her fide, and 
fecmed to enjoy his repofe in that atti- 
tude. Meanwhile, his tender hearted 
miftrefs, that he might not fuffer in his 
health by his humanity and complai- 
fance, covered him with the counterpane 
as he flcrpr, and differed him to take his 
reft, without interruption; till He thought 
proper to ftart up fuddenly, with an ex- 
e miation of, ' Heaven watch over us I* 
and then afked, with fymptoms of a- 
(ronifliment, if fhe had heard nothing. 
Such an abrupt addrefs, upon fuch an 
occafum, did not fail to amase and 
affright the gentle Celinda 5 who, un- 
able to fpeak, fprung towards her 
treacherous protector ; and he, catch- 
ing her in his arms, bade her fear no- 
thing; for he would, at the expenee of 
his life, defend her from all danger. 

Having thus, by tampering with her 
weaknefs, conquered the fkit and chief 
obltacles to his defign, he with great 
art and perlVverance improved the in- 
tercjurfeto fuch a degree of intimacy a* 
could not but be productive of all the 
confequences which he had foreleem 
The groans andmufick were occaiional- 
ly repeated, lb as to alarm the whole 
family, and infpire a thoufand various 
conjectures : he failed not to continue 
his nocturnal vifits and ghaftly difcourlej 
until his attendance became fo neccflaiy 
to this unhappy maiden, that fhe durit 
not ftay in her own eharober without Ins 
company, nor even fleep, except in con- 
tail with her betrayer. 

Bueh a commcice between two Inch 
perfortS of a different lex, could not pof* 
fiDiy bC long carried on, wit how: dege- 
nerating from the platonick fyfteiti cf 
fenti mental love. In her paroKifJros of 
difmay, he did not forget to breath* 
the Con infpirariona of his paflion, to 
1 Hie t'tftencd with more plead i •, 

:■$ th y diverted the gloom J 1 I 11 oi hef 
fear; and by t' his extraordinary 

aecomplilhmefrt* had made .1 1 • ■■ 1 I 
of her luv.it. What therefore c mid bu 
a mctri interefting tranfltion, than thai 
U irwm 
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from the mod uneafy to the moll agreea- 
ble fenfation of the human breaftl 

This being the cafe, the reader will 
not wonder that a confummate traitor, 
like Fathom, mould triumph over the 
virtue of an artlefs, innocent, young 
creature, whole paflions he had entirely 
under his command. The gradations 
towards vice are almolt imperceptible, 
and an experienced feducer can Itrew 
them with fuch inticing and agreeable 
flowers, as will lead the young (inner 
on infenfibly, even to the molt profligate 
flages of guilt. All, therefore, that 
can be done by virtue, unaffifled with 
experience, is to avoid every trial with 
inch a formidable foe, by declining and 
difcouraging the firft advances towards 
a particular correipondence with perfi- 
dious man, howfoever agreeable it may 
feem to be: for here is no fecurity but 
in confeious weaknefs. 

Fathom, though pofleffed of the fpoils 
of poor Celinda' s honour, did not en- 
joy his /uccefs with tranquillity. Re- 
flection and remorfe often invaded her 
in the midft of their. guilty pleasures, 
and embittered all thofe moments they 
had dedicated to mutual blil's. For the 
feeds of virtue are feldom delhcyed at 
once. Even amid It the rank productions 
of vice, they regerminate to a fort of 
imperfect vegetation ; like Come fcattered 
hyacinths (hooting up among the weeds 
of a ruined garden, that tcitify the for- 
mer culture and amenity or the foil ; 
fhe iighed at tiie Cad remembrance of 
that virgin dignity which ihe had iolt; 
flie wept at the profpect of tli3t di (grace, 
mortification, ar.d mifery ihe mould 
undergo, when abandoned by this tran- 
fient lover, and fevereiy reproached him 
for. the arts he had uled to ihipwreck her 
innocence and peace. 

Such expostulations are extremely 
unfeafonable, when addreffed to a man 
well-nigh fated with the effects of his 
conquelt ; thev act like ltrong blafts of 
wind applied to embers almolt extin- 
guished, which, inftead of reviving the 
flame, fcatter and de'ftray every remain - 
irig particle of fire. Our adventurer, in 
the midit of his peculiarities, had in- 
conltancy in common ■ with the reft of 
his ("ex. More than half cloyed with 
the poffeffion of Celinda, he could not 
fail to be difgufted with her upbraid- 
mgs; and had flie not been the daugh- 
ter of a gentleman whole hiendi'hip he 
did hot think it his ynerelt to forfeit, he 



would have dropped this correfpondence 
without reluctance or helitation: but 
as he had meafures to keep with a fa- 
mily of fuch confequence, he conftrain- 
ed his inclinations lb far as to counter- 
feit thole raptures he no longer felt, and 
found means to appeafe thofe interven- 
ing tumults of her grief. 

Forefeeing, however, that it would 
not be always in his power to coni'ole 
her en thefe terms, he refolved, if poi- 
lible, to divide her affection, which 
now glowed upon him too intenfely ; 
and with that view, whenever flie com- 
plained of the vapours or dejection, he 
prefcribed, and even infilled upon her 
Iwailowing, certain cordials of the molt 
palatable compoiition, without which he 
never travelled ; and there produced fuch 
agreeable reveries and flow of fpirits, 
that flie gradually became enamoured 
of intoxication ; while he encouraged 
the pernicious paflion, by exprelTing the 
moft extravagant applaufe and admira- 
tion at the wild irregular failles it pro- 
duced. Without havino-firlt made this 
diverhon, he would have found it im- 
practicable to leave the houfe in tran- 
quillity; but when this bewitching 
philtre grew into an habit, her attach- 
ment to Ferdinand was infenfibly dif- 
folved ; flie began to bear his neglect 
with indifference, and fequeftei ing her- 
felf from the reft of the family, uled to 
folicit this new ally for confolation. 

Having thus put the finifliing (troke 
to the daughter's ruin, he took leave of 
the father, with many acknowledg- 
ments and expreffions of gratitude for 
his hofpitality and friendship ; and rid- 
ing crol's the country to Briitol, took 
up his h ibitation near the Hot-well, 
where he itaid during the remaining 
part of the feafon. As for the mifera- 
ble Celinda, (lie became more and more 
addicted to the vices in which Ihe had 
been initiated by his luperlative perfidy 
andcra/t; until (he was quite aban- 
doned by decency and caution. Her 
father's heart was torn with anguifb, 
while his wite rejoiced in her fail. At 
length, her ideas were quite debated by 
her infiimity ; (he grew every day more 
and more fenfual and degenerate, and 
contracted an intimacy with one of the 
footmen; who was kind enough to take 
her to wife, in hope of obtaining a good 
(ettlement from his mailer; but being 
dilappointed in his aim, he conducted 
her tj London, where he made fhift to 

infniuate 
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inlinuate himfclf into another Service, 
kaving to her the ufe, and {tartly the 
advantage, of her own perfon, which 

was lull uncommonly am active. 



CHAP. XXXV. 

HE RF PAIRS TO BRISTOL SPRING, 
WHERE HE REIGNS PARAMOUNT 
DURING THE WHOLE SFASON. 

WE Shall therefore leave her in 
this comfortable fituation, and 
retorn to our adventuter, whole appear- 
ance at Briltol was considered as a h 3 p - 
py omen bv the proprietor of the hot- 
well, and all the people who live by the 
relbrt of company to that celebrated 
fpring. Nor wets they deceived in their 
prognoltick ; Fathom, as ufual, form- 
ed the nucleus or kernel of the beau 
monde ; and the feafon loon became lb 
crouded, that many people of fifhion 
were obliged to quit the place for want 
of lodging. Ferdinand was the foul 
that animated the whole Society, he 
not only invented parties of pleafure, 
but alio, by his perlbnal talents, ren- 
dered then; more agreeable: in a word, 
he regulated their diverfions, and the 
matter of the ceremonies never would 
allow the ball to be begun until the 
count was Seated. 

Having thus made himlelf the object 
of admiration ami eSteem, his advice 
was an oracle to which thev had re- 
couife in all doubtful calc-s of punctilio 
or dispute, or even of medicine ; for, 
among his other accomplishments, his 
difcourfeon that Subject was lb plaufible, 
and .,'te.l to the understanding 

cf his hearers, that any perfon who had 
not actually liudied the medical art, 

would have believed he wis inl'phed 
by the fpirit of yEfculapius. What 
I i the aggrandizement of 
his character in this branch of know- 
ledge, was a victory be obtained over 
an old phyfician, who piiedat the well, 
and had one- day unfortunately began 
to harangue in the pump-room upon 
the nature of the Friltol-water. In the 
courfe of this lecture, he undertook to 
account for the warmth of the fluid j 
and his ideas being perplexed with a 
great deal of i which he bad not 

been able to digeft, his difquilition was 
and his cxpnllion lb ob- 

• and unentertaining, that our hero 



feized the opportunity of difplaying his 
own erudition, bv venturing to contra- 
dict lome circumllances of the doctor's 
hvpothelis, and fubdituting a theory of 
his own, which, as he had invented it 
for the purpofe, was equally amufing 
and chimerical. 

He alledged, that fire was the fole 
vivifying principle that pervaded all na- 
ture j that as the licit of the fun con- 
cocted the juice of vegetables, and ripen- 
ed thofe fruits that grow upon the fur- 
face of this glooe, there was likewile 
an immenie (tore of central fire referved 
within the bowels of the earth, not only 
for the generation of gems, foflils, and 
all the purpoles of the mineral world ; 
but likewile for c'neri filing and keep- 
ing alive thcli.- plants which would 
other wife perifli bv the winter's cold. 
Tne exillence of iuch a fire he proved 
from the nature of all thole volcanoes, 
which, in almolt every corner of the 
earth, are continually vomitingup either 
flames or fmoke. * Thefe,' laid he, 
' are the great vents appointed by Na- 
' t,ure for the difcharge of that rarifted 
' aiv, and combultible matter, which, 
' if confined, would burlt the globe a- 
' milder. But belides the larger outlets, 
' there arelbme fmall chimnies through 
' which part of the heat tranlpii es ; a 
* vapour of that fort, I conceive, mult 
1 pais through the bed or channel of 
' this fpring, the waters of which, ac- 
' cordingly, retain a moderate warmth.' 
This account, which totally over- 
threw the other's doctrine, wis lb ex- 
tremely agreeable to the audience, that 
the telty doctor lolt his temper; and gave, 
to understand, without pica::. ... 

he mult be a perfon wholly igno* 
rant of natural philosophy, who could 
invent fuch a ridiculous fyflem, an i 
they involved in worfe than an Egyp- 
tian tuz, that roul ! not at once dilcern 
it's weaknefs and abfurdity. Tins de- 
claration introduced a difpute, which 
was unanimoufly determined ii 

.1 adventurer. On all inch occa 
lions, the Stream of preju lice rum againd 
tl e phyfici in, even though his aotago 
n . if Ins nothing tt> recommend him 
to the favour of the Spectators, And 
this decision depends upon divers 

- 1 ioi i i s in the firll pi *> e, th 
continual war < at ried or. 

ii d profelfions, by all ttj 
confeious ol theii own ignorance, 
to level the n-put.it ion I . 
O % 
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with their own. Secondly, in all dif- 
putes upon phyfick, that happen be- 
twixt a perlbn who really underfhn Is 
the art, and an illiterate pretender, the 
arguments of the firft will ieem obi'cure 
and unintelligible to thoie who are un- 
acquainted with the previous fyftems on 
which they are built ; while the other's 
theory, derived from common notions, 
and fitperficial obfervation, will be more 
agreeable, becaufe better adapted to the 
comprehenfion of the hearers. Thirdly, 
the judgment of the multitude is apt to 
be biafled by that iurprize, which is the 
effect of feeing an artilt foiled at his 
own weapons, hy one who engages him 
only for amufement. 

Fathom, belides thefe advantages, was 
blefled with a flow of language, an ele- 
gant addrefs, a polite and felf-denving 
ftile of argumentation, together with a 
temper not to be ruffled j fo that the 
victory could not long waver between 
him and the phyfician, to whom he was 
infinitely fuperior in every acquilition 
but that of lolid learning, of which the 
judges had no idea. This conteit was 
not only glorious but profitable to our 
adventurer; who grew into fuch requelt 
in his medical capacity, that the poor 
doctor was utterly deferted by his pa- 
tients, and Fathom's advice folicited by 
every valetudinarian in the place : nor 
did he forfeit the character he thus ac- 
quired, by any mifcarriages in his prac- 
tice; being but little converfant with 
the materia medica, tbe circle of his 
prefcriptions was very fmall ; his chief 
ltudy was, to avoid all drugs of rough 
operation and uncertain affect, and to 
adminifter fuch only as fhould be agree- 



able to the palate without doing vio- 
lence to the conftitution. Such a phy- 
fician could not but be agreeable to peo- 
ple of all difpofitions ; and as molt of 
the patients were in fome fhape hypo- 
chondriack, the power of imagination 
co-operating with his remedies, often 
effected a cure. 

On the whole, it became the falhion 
to rur.fult the count in all dilfempers; 
and his reputation would have had it's 
run, though the death of every patient 
had given the lye to his pretentions. But 
empty fame was not the fole fruit of his 
fucceis. Though no perfon would pre- 
fume to affront this noble graduate with 
a fee, they did not fail to manifeft their 
gratitude by fome more valuable pre- 
fent : every day fome fuperb piece of 
china, curious fnuff-box, or jewel, was 
piefled upon him ; fo that at the end of 
the feafon, he could almoft have fur- 
niflied a toy-fhop, with the acknow- 
ledgments he had received. Not only his 
avarice, but his plealure, was gratified 
in the courle of his medical adminiftra- 
tion. He enjoyed free accefs, egrefs 
and regrefs, with all the females at the 
well, and no matron fcrupled to put 
her daughter under his care and direc- 
tion. Thefe opportunities could not be 
lolf upon a man of his intriguing genius ; 
though he conducted his amours with 
fuch difcretion, that during the whole 
feafon no lady's character 1 offered on 
his account ; yet he was highly fortu- 
nate in his addieffes ; and we may ven- 
ture to affirm, that the reproach of bar- 
rennefs was more than once removed by 
the vigour of his endeavours. 
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VOLUME THE SECOND. 



CHAP. I. 

HE IS SMITTEN WITH THE CHARMS 
OF A FEMALE ADVENTURER, 
WHOSE ALLUREMENTS SUBJECT 
HIM TO A NEW VICISSITUDE OF 
FORTUNE. 

, r *\_/*" v , MONG thofe who were 
<( J* diftinguifhed by his gal- 

^> A <£ lantry, was the young 
g \ wife of an old citizen of 

i^i ^ London, who had gi anted 
her permiflion to refide at 
the Hot-well for the benefit of her 
health, under the eye and infpeclion of 
his own lifter, who was a maiden of 
fifty years. The pupil, whole name 
was Mrs. Trapwell, though low in 
ftature, was finely fhaped, her counte- 
nance engaging, though her complexion 
was brown, her hair in colour rivalled 
the raven's back, and her eyes emula- 
ted the 1 ii ft re of the diamond. Fa- 
thom had been (buck with her fiilf ap- 
pearance ; but found it impracticable 
10 elude the vigilance of her duenna, 
fo as to make a declaration of his flame; 
until flie herfelf guefTing the fituation 
of his thoughts, and not difpleafed 
with the difcovery, thought proper to 
furnifh him with the opportunity he 
wanted, by counterfeiting an indifpo- 
fition, for the cure of which flie knew 
his advice would be implored. This 
was the beginning of an acquaintance, 
which was loon improved to his wilh j 



and fo well did me manage her attrac- 
tions, as in fome meafure to fix the in- 
constancy of his difpofition ; for, at the 
cid of the fealon, his pafTion was not 
fated ; a.ul they concerted the means of 
continuing their commerce, even after 
their return to London. 

This intercourle effectually anfwered 
the puipofe of the huiband, who had 
been decoyed into matrimony by the 
cunning of his fpoufe, whom he had 
privately kept as a concubine before 
marriage. Confcious of her own pre- 
carious lituation, flie had refolved t.-> 
impofe upon the infirmities of Trapwell, 
and feigning herfelf pregnant, gave him 
to underltand flie could no longer con - 
ceal her condition from the knowledge 
of her brother, who was an officer in 
the army, and of i'ucli violent pallions, 
that fliould he once difcover her back- 
fliding, he would undoubtedly wipe 
away the ftains of his family dishonour 
with her own blood, as well as that of 
her keeper. The citizen, to prevent 
luch a cataflrophe, took her to wife; 
but loon after perceiving the trick which 
had been played upon him, let his in- 
vention at work, and at length con- 
trived a f'cheme which he thought would 
enable him not only to retrieve his li- 
berty, but alfo indemnify himOlf for 
the mortification he had undergone. 

Far from creating any domeltick dif- 
turbance, by upbraiding her with her 
fincrfe, he feemed perfectly well pkaitj 
with his acquilition j and as he knew 

bet 
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her void of any principle, and extremely 
adduced to pleafure, he chofe proper 
occalions to infmuate, that fhe might 
gratify her own inclination, and at the 
fame time turn her beauty to good ac- 
count. She joyfully liltened to thefe 
remonftranccs, and in confequence of 
their mutual agreement, fhe repaired to 
Briltol Spring, on pretence of an ill 
irate of health, accompanied by her 
fifter-in-law, whom they did not think 
proper to intrulf with the real motive of 
her journey. Fathom's perfon was 
agreeable, and his finances fuppofed to 
be in flourifhing order} therefore, fhe 
fclected him from the herd of gallants, 
as a proper facrifice to the powers which 
(he adored ; and on her arrival in Lon- 
don, made her huiband acquainted with 
the importance of her conquelt. 

Trapwell overwhelmed her with ca- 
refTes and praife for her difcreet and du- 
tiful conduct, and faithfully promifed 
that (lie mould pocket in her own privy 
purfe one half of the fpoils that mould 
be gathered from her gallant, whom 
fhe therefore undertook to betray ; after 
he had fwoie in the molt folemn man- 
ner, that his intention was not to bring 
the affair to a publick trial, which 
would redound to his own difgrace, but 
to extort a round fum of money from 
the count by way of competition. Con- 
fiding in this proteftation, fne in a few 
days gave him intelligence of an affig- 
nation fhe had made witii our adventurer, 
at a certain bagnio near Covent Garden; 
upon which he fecured the affiftance of 
a particular friend and his own jour- 
neyman, with whom, and a conftable, 
he repaired to the place of rendezvous, 
■where he waited in an adjoining room 
according to the directions of his virtu- 
ous fpoufe, untiil fne made the pre 
concerted iignal of hemming three times 
aloud, when he and his afibciates rufhed 
into the chamber and furpiized our hero 
in bed with his inamorata. 

The lady, on this occafion, ailed 
her part to a miracle : fhe fcreamed at 
their approach ; and after ail exclama- 
tion of ' Ruined and undone !' fainted 
away in the arms of her fpoufe, who 
had by this time feized her by the 
moulders, and began to upbraid her 
with her infidelity and guilt. As for 
Fathom, his affliction was unutterable, 
when he found himfelf difcoyefed in 
that fituation, and made prifoner by the 
two affiftants, who had pinioned him 



in fuch a manner, that he could not 
Kir, much lefs accomplifh an efcape. 
All his ingenuity and prefence of mind 
feemid to forfake him in this emer- 
gency. The horrors of an Englifh jury 
overfpread his imagination : for he at 
once perceived that the toil into which 
he had fallen was laid for the purpofe ; 
confequently he took it for granted, that 
there would be no deficiency in point of 
evidence. Soon as he recollected him- 
felf, he begged that no violence might 
be offered to his perfon, and intreated 
the hufband to favour him with a con- 
ference, in which the affair might be 
compromifed, without prejudice to the 
reputation of either. 

At firft, Trapwell breathed nothing 
but implacable revenge; but, by the 
perfuafion of his friends, after he had 
lent home his wife in a chair, he was 
prevailed upon to hear the propofals of 
the delinquent, who having allured him, 
by way of apology, that he had always 
believed the lady was a widow, made 
him an offer of five hundred pounds, 
as an atonement for the injury he had 
fuftained. This being a fum no ways 
adequate to the expectation of the citi- 
zen, who looked upon the count as 
poiTeffor of an immenfe etfate, he re- 
jected the terms with difdain, and made 
inllant application to a judge, from 
whom he obtained a warrant for fecuring 
his perfon till the day of trial. Indeed, 
in this cafe, money was but a fecondary 
confideration with Trapwell, whole 
chief aim was to be legally divorced 
from a woman hedeteflcd. Therefore, 
there war, no remedy for the unhappy 
count, who in vain offered to double 
the fum : he found himfelf reduced to 
the bitter alternative of procuring im- 
mediate bail, or going directly to New- 
gate. 

In th:s dilemma he fent a meffenger 
to his friend Ratchkali, whole coun- 
tenance fell wh.cn h ui rftood the 
count's condition ; nor would he open 
his mouth in the fl.le of confolation, 
until he had confulted a certain folici- 
tor of his acquaintance, who affined 
him the law abounded with fuch re- 
fources, as would infallibly fcreen the 
defendant; had the fact been (fill more 
palpable than it was. He faid there 
was great prefumption to believe the 
court had fallen a facrifice to a con- 
fpiracy, which by fome means or other 
would be detected ; and. in that cafe, 

the 
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thepLintilY might obtain one Shilling in 
lieu of damages. Jf that dependance 
ihculd tail, he binted that, in .ill pro- 
bability, the witnclles were not incor- 
ruptible; or flioulJ fhey prove to be i>>, 
one man's oath was as good as another's, 
and, thank Heaven ! Uieiewas no dearth 
ot evidence, piuvided money' could be 
found to anfw 1 the neqgflary occasions. 

Ratchkali, c< in:. .iu. I '.j. .!: leipfinu- 
atiacs, and dreading the icientment ot 
our adventurer, who in his defpair might 
pun i lb l.::n fevereh for his want ot 
J flii p, by fame precipitate expla- 
nation of I he commerce they had ear- 
ned on ; moved, I fay, bythele conli- 
derations, and moreover temple 1 with 
the profpeci of contjnuing to leap the 
advantages refuhiag from their, con- 
junction, he and another pcrfpn ot cre- 
dit, with whom he largely dealt in 
jewels, cqndefcendgd to become fureties 
for the appearance of Fathom, who 
accordingly admitted to bail. Not 
but that the Jyroleze knew Ferdinand 
too well to confide in his p.role: he 
depended, chiefly upon his ideas of Jelf- 
intereft, which lie thought would per.' 
tuade him to rifle the uncertain iiTue of 
a trial, rather than quit the tield before 
the harvtlt was h :,r oyer 5 and he re- 
folved to make his own retreat, without 
ceremony;, Ihould our, hero he unwife 
ugli to abandon his bail. 

Such an adventure could not long lie 
concealed from the notice of the publick, 
tvuii if both parties had been at pains 
to fuppre/s the cixcumitances : but the 
plaintiff, far from feeking to cover, af- 
i to complain loudly of his mis- 
fortune, that he might iutereft his 
neighbours in his behalf, and raife a 
: ot rancour and animofity, to in- 
fluence the jury againlt this iniolent 
foreigner, who had come over into 
and to debauch our wives and de- 
flowerour daughter: ; while he employ* 
ed a formidable band of lawyers to 
fupport the ii it, which be laid 

tor ten th lufand uoumls Mam i| - . 

Meanwhile, r .ilium and hi iflbciate 
did net fail 1 1 meafures 

for his defence ; ined a povyei 

1 1 tar ot count . licitor 

lied with oi hundred pounds 
after another, t~ .-.pence of 

fecret ft rv ice j llijl a flu ring his clients 
that every thing was in an exceller.t 
train, and that bis adverfary would gain 
nothing but flume and :onfufion oi 



face. Nevcrthelefs, there was a ne- 
cellity for poltponing the trial, on ac- 
count of a material evidence, who, 
though he wavered, was not yet quite 
brought over ; and the attorney found 
means to put of? the decifum from term 
to tei -m, until there was no quibble iett 
tor farther delay. While this luit was 
depending, our hero cowtinued to move 
m his ul'ual ijdiere ; nor did the report 
ot his lituation at all operate to his dis- 
advantage in the polite world : on the 
contrary, it added a fxctli plume to his 
character in the eyes of all thole who 
were not before acquainted with the 
trjumphs of his gallantry. Notwith- 
ltanding this countenance of his friends, 
he hjmlelf considered the affair in a very 
ferious light; and perceiving that at 
any rate he muft be a conliderable lofer, 
he lefolved to double his afliduity in 
trade, that he might be the more able 
to afford the extraordinary expence to 
which he was Subjected. 



C H A P. II. 

'iRIiSH CAUSE FOR EXERTING. HIS 
EQUANIMITY AND FORTITUDE. 

""'HE reader may have obferved, 
I. that Fathom, with all hiscircum- 
fpection, had a weak fide, which ex- 
poled him to lundry mile 'nances ; 
was his covetoui'nefs, whicii on feme 
occalions became too hard for his dil- 
tivtion: at this period of time, it was 
by the circum fiances of his h'tuation, 
inflamed to a degree of rapacity. • lie 
was now prevailed upon to take a hind 
at whiit or piquet, and even to v 
the hazard-box; though he had hi- 
therto declared himfelf an irreconcile- 
ablc enemy to all toils of play; and lb 
uncommon was Ins fuccefs and dexterity 
at thefe exerciles, as to furpiize his 
acquaintance, and arouze the lulpicion 
ol fame people, wiio repined at his pio- 
fp< my. 

but ii; nothing ■ ondufl more 

inexcul ible, than in 1 ay to the 

danger* u Ii, which 

' b .1 ilv lys at pains to reftrain, 

a tO pi iftifl 

• n Englifh nobleman, which 

n executed upon himieli at 

1 I ckl it. In other words, the Ty- 

e, by the canal of Ferdinand's 

r and Kcommendatioj), toid a 

pebble 
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pebble for a real brilliant, and in a few 
days the cheat was discovered, to the 
infinite confufion of our adventurer ; 
who, nevertheless, aflumed the guife of 
innocence with lb much art, and ex- 
prefled inch indignation againft the vil- 
lain, who had impofed upon his judg- 
ment and unSufpecting generofity, that 
his lordfhip acquitted him of any fliare 
in the deceit, and contented himfelf 
with the reftitution, which he infirted 
upon making out of his own pocket, 
until he mould be able to apprehend the 
rogue, who had thought proper to ab- 
fcond for his own Safety. In Spite of 
all this exculpation, his charafter did 
not fail to retain a fort of Stigma, which 
indeed the plained proofs of innocence 
are hardly able to efface ; and his con- 
nection with fuch a palpable knave as 
the Tyroleze appeared to be, had an 
effect to his prejudice, in the minds of 
all thofe who were privy to the occur- 
rence. 

When a man's reputation is once 
brought in question, every trifle is, by 
the malevolence of mankind, magnified 
into a Strong prelum pt ion againft the cul- 
prit : a few vvhifpers communicated by 
the envious mouth of ilander, which he 
can have no opportunity to anfwer and 
refute, fliall, in the opinion of the world, 
convict him of the molt horrid crimes ; 
and for one hypocrite who is decked 
with the honours of virtue, there are 
twenty good men who fuffer the igno- 
miny of vice 5 So well dilpofed are indi- 
viduals to trample upon the fame of 
their fellow- creatures. If the moil un- 
blemished merit is not protected from 
this, injustice, it will not be wondered 
at that no quarter was given to the 
character of an adventurer like Fathom; 
who, among other unlucky occurrences, 
had the mis-fortune to be recognized a- 
bout this time, by his two Parifian 
friends, Sir Stentor Stiles, and Sir Giles 
Squirrel. 

Thefe worthy knights errant had re- 
turned to their own country, after hav- 
ing made a very profperous campaign 
in Fiance; at the end of which, how- 
ever, they very narrowly efcaped the 
gallies ; and leeing the Polilh count 
leated at the head of tafte and polite - 
neSs, they immediately circulated the 
itory of his defeat at Paris, with many 
ludicrous circumliances of their own in- 
vention, and did not fcruple to affirm 
that he was a rank impoltor. When 



the laugh is raifed upon a great man, he 
never fails to dwindle into contempt. 
Ferdinand began to perceive a change 
in the countenance of his friends. His 
company was no longer Solicited with 
that eagernels which they had formerly 
expreffed in his behalf: even his enter- 
tainments were neglected ; when he ap- 
peared at any private or publick affem- 
bly, the ladies, inftead of glowing with 
pleafure, as formerly, now tittered, or 
regarded him with looks of difdain ; 
and a certain pert, little, forward co- 
quette, with a view to put him out of 
countenance by raifing the laugh at his 
expence, alked him one night, at a 
drum, When he had heard from his re- 
lations in Poland. She Succeeded in 
her defign upon the mirth of the au- 
dience, but was difappointed in the 
other part of her aim ; for our hero 
replied, without the leaft mark of dif- 
compoSure, ' They are all in good 
1 health, at your Service, Madam : 1 wifh 
' I knew in what part of the world your 
' relations refide, that I might return 
' the compliment.' By this anS.ver, 
which was the more Severe, as the young 
lady was of very doubtful extraction, 
he retorted the laugh upon the aggreil'or, 
though he likewise failed in his at- 
tempt upon her temper: for fhe was 
perhaps the only perl'on preSent, who 
equalled himfelf in Stability of counte- 
nance. 

Notwithstanding this appearance of 
unconcern, he was deeply touched with 
thefe marks of alienation in the behavi- 
our of his friends, and foreSeeing in his 
own difgrate the total fhipwreck of his 
fortune, he entered into a melancholy 
deliberation with himfelf about the 
means of retrieving his importance in 
the beau-monde, or of turning his ad- 
dreSs into Some other channel, where he 
could iiand upon a lei's Slippery founda- 
tion. In this exercile of his thoughts, 
no Scheme occurred more feafible than 
that of Securing the booty he had made, 
and retiring with his affociate, who was 
alSo blown, into lbme other country; 
where tiieir names and characters being 
unknown, they might purf'ue their old 
plan of commerce without molestation. 
He imparted this Suggestion to the Ty- 
roleze, who approved the propoSal of 
decamping, though he combated, with 
all his might, our hero's inclination to 
withdraw himfelf before the trial, by 
repeating the aiTurances of the Solicitor, 

who 
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Wio told him he might depend upon be- 
ing rtimburfed by the fentence of' the 
court for great part of the funis he had 
expended lit the courle of the pro! 
tion. 

Fathom differed himfelf to be per- 
fuaded by t'i uments, fypported 

with the defiie of making an honourable 
rutieat; and waiting patiently for the 
day of trouble, d d his fureties, 

by a perfonal appearance in court. Yet 
this was not the only icore he difch I 
that morning; the folicitor presented his 
own bill before they fet out ioi Welt- 
minftei Hall, and gave the count to un- 
derftand that it was the cuflom, from 
time immemorial, for the client to clear 
with his attorney before trial. Ferdi- 
nand had nothing to obje£t againtt this 
clLbiilhed rule, though he looked upon 
it as a bad omen, in ipite of all the lo- 
licitor's confidence and protections ; 
and he was not a little confounded, 
when looking into the contents, he found 
himfelf charged with three hundred and 
fifty attendances. He knew it was not 
his intereft to difoblige his lawyer at 
j'uch a juncture; neverthelefs, he could 
rot help expoftulating with him on this 
article, which learned to be fo faifely 
ftated with regard to the number ; when 
his queftions drew on an explanation, 
by which lie found he had incurred the 
penalty < 1 three (hillings and four-pence 
ior every time he chanced to meet the 
confcienti.ms attorney, either in the 
Park, the coffee houi'e, or the ftreet, 
provided they had exchanged the com- 
mon (alutatibn : and he had great realbn 
to believe the folicitor had often thrown 
himfelf in his way, with a view to fweil 
this item of his account. 

With this extortion our adventurer 
was tain to comply, becaufe he lay at 
tht mercy of the caitiff; accordingly, 
he with a good grace paid the demand, 
which, including his former difburfe- 
ments, amounted to three hundred and 
fixty-five pounds, eleven (hillings, three 
pence thiie farthings, and then pre« 
fenting himfelf before the judg", quietly 
fubmitted to the laws of the realm. His 
counfel behaved like men of confum- 
niatc abilities in their proleliion; they 
exerted themlelves with equal induftry, 
eloquence, and erudition, in their en- 
deavours to perplex the truth, 1 I 
the evidence, puzzle the judge, and mif- 
lead the jury: but the defei dant found 
Jlim! |j \ dil q pointed in the de- 
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pofition of Trapwcll's journeyman, 
whom the folicitor pretended to have 
converted to his intereff : this witnefs, 
as the attorney afterwards declared, 
played booty, and the fafts came out i'o 
clear, that Ferdinand Count Fathom 
was convicted of criminal converfation 
with the plaintifTs wife, and calr in fif- 
teen hundred pounds, under the deno- 
mination of da mag 

He was not fo much furprized as af- 
flicted at this decifion, becaufe he faw 
it gradually approaching from the ex- 
amination of the ftrft evidence : his 
thoughts were now employed in calling 
about for feme method of deliverance 
from the fnare in which he found him- 
felf inrangled. To efcape he forefaw it 
would be impracticable, as Trap well 
would undoubtedly be prepared for ar- 
reting him before he could quit Weft- 
minfter Hall ; he was too well acquaint- 
ed with Ratchkali's principles to expecT: 
any afiiltance from that quarter, in mo- 
ney-matters; and he was utterly averfe 
to the payment of the fum awarded a- 
gainft him, which would have exhausted 
his whole fortune. He therefore refblv- 
ed to try the friendfiiip of fome perfons 
of fafhion, with whom he had main- 
tained an intimacy of correfpondence: 
fhould they fail him in the day of his 
neccflity, he propofed to have reo 
to his former fureties, one of whom he 
meant to bilk, while the other might 
acconqiany him in his retreat : or, fiiould 
both thefe expedients. mifcarry, he de- 
ined, rather than part with his ef- 
, to undergo the inoft difagree; 
conii: in hope of obtaining the 

gaoler's connivance at his efcape. 

Thefe refolutions being t?ken, he 
met his fate with great fortitude and 
equanimity; and calmly* differed him i 
i'elf to be conveyed to the honfe of a 
fherifPs officer 5 who, as he- made his 
exit from the hall, according to his 
own expectation, executed a writ a- 
gainft him, at the fuit of Trapwell, fir 
:: debt of two thouland pouivls. To 
this place he was folic . his foli- 

citor, who w..s allured by the 

therjob, and who with great de- 

Itrations of fatisfattion, congratu- 

I • I him upon the happy iffue of tiie 

; arrogating to himfelf the merit of 

rig fa red him eight thouland pounds 

in th< . by the p;< i i« 

ous ftepj li- had taken, and the noble 

defence that he and his tnends the 

P counfel 
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counfcl had made for their client : he 
even hinted an expetlation of receiving 
a gratuity for his extraordinary care and 
difcretion. 

Fathom, galled as he was with hio 
misfortune, and enraged at the effron- 
tery of this pettifogger, maintained a 
ferenity of countenance, and fent the 
-attorney with a m,effage to the plaintiff, 
importing, that as he was a foreigner, 
and could not be fuppofed to have lb 
much cafh about him, as to fpare fif- 
teen hundred pounds from the funds of 
his ordinary expence, be would grant 
him a bond payable in two months, 
during which period he mould be able 
to procure a proper remittance from his 
own eft ate. While the folicitor was 
employed in this negociation, he dif- 
patched his valet de chamber to cne no- 
bleman, and Miuiice to another, with 
billets, fignifying the nature of the ver- 
dict which his adverfary had obtained, 
snd defired that each would lend him a 
thoufand pounds upon his parole, until 
lie could negociate bills upon the con- 
tinent. 

His three meffengers returned almoft 
at the fame inltant of time; and 
were the anfwers they brought back. 

Trapwell ablblutcly rejected his per- 
fonal fecurity; and threatened liim with 
all the horrors of a gaol, unlefs he 
would immediately diilharge the debt, 
or procure fufficient bond! men ; and 
one of his quality-friends favoured him 
with this reply to his requeft. 

' MY DEAR COUNT ! 

' T Am mortally chagrined at the tri- 

' umph you have furnifhed to that 

« rafcally citizen. By the lard! the 

* judge mult have been in the terrors of 

* cuckoldom, to influence the decifion ; 

* and the jury, a mere herd of horned 
« beafts, to bring in fi.c'n a barbarous 
« verdict. Egad! at this rate, no 

' tleman will be able to lie with another, 
« man's wife, but at the rilk of a curled 
' prol'ecution. But, to wave this dif- 
« agreeable circumftarjee, which you 
« mud ftrive to forget; I declaie my 
« mortification is Itill the greater, be- 
« caufe I cannot at prefent iuppiy you 
' with the trifle your prefent exigency 

* requires; for, to tell you a fecret, my 

* own finances are in damnable confu- 

* fion. But a man of Count Fathoms 

* figure and addict's can never be puz- 



* zled for the want of fuch a paltry 
' l'um. Adieu, my dear count! We 
' fliall, I fuppofe, have the pleafure of 
' feeing you to-morrow at White's : 

* meanwhile, I have the honour to be, 
' with the molt perfect attachment, 

* yours, 

« Grizzlegrin.' 

The other noble peer, to whom he 
addrefl'ed himfelf on this occafion, clie- 
riflied the fame fentiments of virtue, 
friendship, and generofity; but his ex- 
preftion was lb different, that we (hall, 
for the edification of the reader, tranl- 
cribe his letter in his own words. 

1 SIR, 

* T Was never more aftonifhed than 

' at the receipt of your very ex- 
' traordinary billet, wherein you fo- 
' licit the loan of a thoufand pounds, 
' which you deiire may be fent with 
' the bearer, on the faith of your pa- 
1 role. Sir, I have no money to fend 

* you or lend you; and cannot help re- 
' peating my expreffions of lurprize at 
e your confidence in making fuch a 
' ltrange and unwarranted demand. It 
' is tijue, I may have made profeffions 

* of friendship while I looked upon 
' you as a perfon of honour and good 
f morals ; but now that you are con- 
' vifted of fuch a flagrant violation of 
' the laws of that kingdom where you 
« have been treated with fuch hofpita- 
' lily and refpect., I think myfelf fully 
' ablblved from any fuch conditional 
' promiie, which indeed is never inter- 
4 preted into any other than a bare com - 
' pliment. I am forry you have in- 
' volved your character and fortune in 

* fuch a difagieeable affair, and am, 

* Sir, yours, &c. 

« TRaMPING-TON.' 

Ferdinand was not fuch a novice in 
the world as to be difappointed at thefe 
repuli'es ; eipecially as he had laid very 
little Itieis upon the application, which 
was made by way of an experiment 
upon the gratitude or caprice of thofe 
two noblemen, whom he had actually 
more thru once obliged with the fame 
fort of ailiitance which he now folicited, 
though not to fuch a considerable a- 
mourit. 

Having nothing farther to expect 

from 
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from the fafliionable world 1 he lint the rafter of" his valet, which evinced him a 

TyroleM to the perfon who had been fit companion for tlie other two. 

bail for his appearance, with full in- Alarmed at thefe reflections, he in- 

tru&iOM to explain his prefent occafion treated the bailiff to indulge him with a 

in the moll favourable light, and de- vifit to his own lodgings j and even of' 

lire he would reinforce the credit of the fered one hundad guin as asagratifica- 

count with his lecurity: but t!iat gen- tion for his compliance. But the of- 



tleman, though he placed the moU per- 
fect confidence on the honour ol our 
hero, and would have willingly entered 
into bonds again for his perfona] ap- 



, who had formerly loft a confide- 
rable fum by theefcape of a prifoner, 
would not run any rilk in an affair of 

1 confequence, and our hero was 



pearance, was not quite fowell fatisfied obliged to fubmit to the tortures of his 

of his circumltances, as to become liable own prefaging fears. After he had 

forthe paymentof twothoufand pounds ; waited five hours in the mod racking 

an expence which, in his opinion, the impatience, he faw the attorney enter 

finances of no foreign count were able with all the marks of hdrry, fatigue, 

to defray: he therefore lent a deaf ear and confternation, and heard him ex- 

to the molt piefling rcmon (trances of claim, « Good God ! have you feen the 

the ambalfador, who had recourfe ;o (e> ' gentleman ?' 



veral other merchants with, the fame 
bad fuccefs; lb that the prifoner, de- 
spairing of bail, endeavoured to p r- 
fuade Ratchkali, that it would be his 
intercftto contribute a thoufand pounds 
towards his difcharge, that he might be 
enabled to quit England with a good 
grace, and execute his part of the pi in 
they Jiad projected. 

So poweriul was his eloquence on 
the occafion, and fuch itrengih of ar- 
gument did he ufe, that even the Ty- 
roleze feemed convinced, though reluc- 
tantly, and agreed to advance the ne- 
ceffary fum upon the bond and judg- 
ment of our adventurer, who being dif- 
abled from tranfaciing his own affairs 
in perfon, was obliged to intrult Ratch- 
kali with his keys, papers, and power 
of attorney, under the check and in- 
ipectu.n o{ his faithful Maurice and the 
folicitor, whofe fidelity he bei'poke with 
the promife of an ample recompence. 



CHAP. IH. 

THE BITER IS E! V. 

YET, he had no fooner commuted 
his effefts to the care of this tri- 
umvirate, than his fancy was vil 
with direful warning, which . 
cold fweats and palpitations, . 
him into fuch agonies oi 
as he had never know! 
vembered the foi 
Tyroleze, the recent-, 
licitor, and recoil 
had made upon the difpofition 



Fathom found his fears realized in 
this interrogation, to which he anfwered 
in a tone of horror and difmay, ' What 
' gentleman ? I fuppofe I am robbed. 
' Speak and keep me no longer in fuf- 
' pence.' — ' Robbed !' cried the attor- 
ney, « the Lord forbid ! I hope you can 
' depend upon the perfon you impower- 
' ed to receive your jewels and cafh. 
' I nuift own his proceedings are a lit- 
tle extraordinary 5 for, after he had 
rummaged your fcritore, from which 
in prelence of me and your fervant, 
he took one hundred and fifty gui- 
neas, a parcel of diamond rings and 
buckles, according to tins here inven- 
tory, which I wrote with my own 
hand, and E.itf-India bonds to the 
tune of five hundred more, we ad- 
journed 10 Garraway's, where he left 
me alone, under pretence of going to 
a broker of his acquaintance who lived 
in the neighbourhood, while the valet, 
as I imagined, waited for us in the 
alley. V. ( 1, Sir, he (tayed fo long, 
that I began to be uneafy, and at 
length refolved to fend the leivant in 
1 of him, but when I went out 
f r tii-it puppfe, deuce a fervant was 
to be found. Though I in perfon 
enquired for him, at every alehoule 
f the ph.ee. I 
then I ed no Ids than five ticket - 

rs up »n the fcent after them ; and 

- 
. . . .. 
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' you timely notice, thru you may with- 
' out delay take meafures for your own 
' fecuritv. The beft thing you can do, 
' is to t3ke out writs for apprehending 
' him, in the counties of Middlefex, 
' Surry, Kent, and ElTex, and 1 (hall 
' ]>vit them in tlie hands of trufty and 
' diligent officers, who will foon ferret 
' him out of his lurking-place, pro- 
« vided he fculks within ten miles of 

* the bills of mortality: to be fine the 
' job will be expenfive ; and all thefe 
' runners mult be paid before-hand. 

* But, what then ? the defendant is 
' worth powder, and if we can once 
' lecure him, I'll warrant the profecu- 
' tion will quit coft.' 

Fathom was almoft choaked with 
concern and refentment at the news of 
this mifchance, fo that he could nut ut- 
ter one word until this narrative was 
finifhed. Nor was his fuipicion confin- 
ed totheTyroleze and his own lacquey j 
he confidered the folicitor as their ac 
complice and director, and was fo much 
provoked at the latter part of his ha- 
rangue, that his difcretion feemed to 
vanifli, and collaring the attorney, 
' Villain !' laid he, ' you youiTelf have 
' been a principal aclor in this robbery ;' 
then turning to the by-ftanders, ' and I 
' defire, in the king's name, that he 

* may be fecured until I can make 

* oath before a magistrate, in fupport 
' of the charge. If you refufe your 

* affi (lance in detaining him, I will 

* make immediate application to one of 
' the fecretaries of irate, who is my 
' particular friend, and he will fee jul- 
' tice done to all parties.' 

At mention of this formidable name, 
the bailiff and his wh< lily were m 

commotion, to obftrlic"! ihe retreat of 
the lawyer, who ftood aghaft, and 
trembled under the grafp of our adven- 
turer: but, foon as he found -hii 
delivered from this embrace, by the in - 
terpolition of the fpeflators, and col- 
lected his fpirits, which hail been fud- 
denly diffipated by Fathom's unexpected 
afTault, he began to difplay one art of 
his occupation, which he always re- 
lerved for extraordinary occafions ; this 
was the talent ol abufe, which he poured 
forth with uich fluency of opprobrious 
language, that our hero, fmarting as 
he was, and nlmoit defperate with his 
lofs, deviated from that temperance of 
behaviour which he had hitherto pre- 
served, and {hatching r.p the poker, 



with one ftroke opened a deep trench 
upon the attorney's fkull, that extended 
from the hind head, almoft to the up- 
per part of the nofe, upon each fide of 
which it difcharged a fanguine ftream. 
Notwithftanding the pain of this appli- 
cation, the folicitor was tranfported 
with joy at the fenfe of the fmart, and 
inwardly congratulated himfelf upon 
the appearance of his o.vn blood, which 
he no (boner perceived, than he exclaim- 
ed, ' I'm a dead man !' and fell upon 
the floor at full length. 

Immediate recourfe was had to a fur- 
geon in the neighbourhood, who having 
examined the wound, declared there 
was a dangerous depreffion of the firft 
table of the fkull, and that if he could 
i'ave the patient's life without the appli- 
cation of the trepan, it would be one 
of the greateft cures that ever were per- 
formed. By this time, Fathom's firft 
tranfport being overblown, he fum- 
moned up his whole refolution, and re- 
flected upon his own ruin, with that 
fortitude which had never failed him in 
the emergencies of his fate : little dis- 
turbed at the prognoltick of the furgeon, 
which he confidered in the right point 
of view: ' Sir,' faid he, * lam not 
' fo unacquainted with the refinance of 
' an attorney's fkull, as to believe the 
' chaftifement I have beftowed on him 
' will at all endanger his life, which is 
' in much greater jeopardy from the 
' hands of the common executioner; 
' for, notwithftanding this accident, I 
' am determined to profecute the rafcal 
' for robbery, with the utmoft feventy 
* of the law; and that I may have a 
' fufficient fund left for that profecu- 
' tion, I Pnall not at prefent throw away 
' one farthing in unnecefiafy expence, 
f but infift upon being conveyed to pri- 
' fon without farther delay.' 

This declaratii n wa's equally unwel- 
come to the bailiff, furgeon, and foli- 
; who, upon ipofition that 

count was a perfon of fortune, 
and would lather part with r.n irnmenfe 
i'um, than incur the ignominy of a 
gaol, or involve himlelf in another dif- 
graceful law-fuit, had refolved to fleece 
him to the utmost of their power. But, 
now the attorney finding 'mm determin- 
ed to fee his fate at defiance, and to 
retort upon him a profecution which he 
had no mind to undergo, began to re- 
pent heartily of the provocation he had 
given, and to think l'erioufly on fome 

method, 
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method to overcome theobltin.icy of" the 
incenied foreigner. With this view, 

while the bailiff" conduced him to bed 
in another apartment, he defiled the 
catchpole to aft the part of mediator 
between him and the count, and fur- 
milled him with proper instructions for 
that purpol'c. Accordingly, the land- 
lord on his return, told Fathom that 
he was furethe folicitor was not a man 
for this world ; for that he had left him 
deprived of his SenSes, and praying to 
God with great devotion, for mercy to 
his murderer: he then exhorted him 
with many protections of friend/hip, 
to compromife the unhappy affair by 
exchanging releales with the attorney 
before his delirium mould be known, 
otherwiSe he would bring himielf into 
a moft dangerous premunire, whether 
the plaintiff fliould die of his wound, 
or live to prolccute him for the affault. 
' And with regard to your charge of 
' robbery againll him, 1 laid he, ' as it 

* is no more than a bare fufpicion, un- 
' fupported by the lealt fliadow of evi- 
' dence, the bill would be thrown out, 
' and then he might fue you for da- 
' mages. I therefore, out of pure 
' friendfliip and good nature, advife 
' you to compromife the affair, and if 
' you think, proper, will endeavour to 

* bring about a mutual releafe.* 1 

Our hero, whole paflion was by this 
time pretty well cooled, law realon for 
aflenting to the propofal ; upon which 
the deed was immediately executed, the 
mediator's bill was discharged, and Fer- 
dinand conveyed in a hackney-coach to 
prifon, after he had impowered his own 
landlord to diScharge his Seivants, and 
convert his effects into ready- money. 
Thus he faw himfelf, in the courl'e of 
a few hours, deprived of his reputation, 
rank, liberty, ami friends ; and his for- 
tune reduced from two thoufand pounds, 
to Something lefa than two hundred, fifty 
of which he had carrisd to gaol in his 
pocket. 



C II A P. IV. 

OUR ADVKNTURER IS MADE AC- 
QUAINTED WITH A NEW SCJ 
OF LIFE. 

JUST as he entered thefe rmr.fions 
of miSery, his ears were invaded 
with an hoarle and dreadful voice, 
aing, « You, Bel's L. its a 



* couple of frefh eggs, a pennyworth 
' of butter, and half a pint of moun- 
4 tain to the king, and (top credit till 

* the bill is paid; be is now debtor for 
' iiiieen fhillingsand Sixpence, and damn 
' me if I truit him one farthing more, 
4 if he was the belt king in Chrillen- 

* dom : and d'ye hear, Send Ragged- 
' head with five pounds of potatoes for 
' Major Macieaver's Supper, and let him 
' have what drink he wants; the fat 
1 widow gentlewoman from Pimlico 
1 has promiSed to quit his Score. Sir 
' Mungo Bare bones may have fome 
' hafty-pudding and Small-beer, though 
' I don't expect to See his coin, no more 
' than to receive the eighteen pence I 

* laid out for a pair of breeches to his 

* backlide. What then ? he's a quiet 
' fort of a body, and a great Scholar, 

* and it was a Scandal to the place, to 

* fee him going about in that naked 
1 condition : as for the mad Frenchman 
' with the beard, if you give him i'o 

* much as a cheele-paring, you b — ch, 
' I'll Send you back to the hole among 
' your old companions ; an impudent 

* dog ! I'll teach him to draw his Sword 
' upon the governor of an Englilh 

* prifon. What ! I SuppoSe he thought 
' he had to do with a French hang- 
' tang-dang, rabbit him ! he fha!l eat 
' his white feather before I give him 

* credit for a morSel of bread.' 
Although our adventurer was very 

little difpofed, at this juncture, to make 
observations foreign to his own affairs, 
he could not help taking notice of thefe 
extraordinary injunctions , efpecially 
thole concerning the peilon who was 
inliiled king, whom, however, he Sup- 
pol'ed to be fome prifoner elected as the 

: the joint Suffrage oS his 
fellows. H.. ken polieilion of 

his chamber, which he rented at five 
(hillings ■ week, and being ill at cafe in 
his own rhoug!:t<, he forthwith Seemed 
his door, undreffed, ar. . went to bed; in 
which, though it was none of the molt 
ni in inviting couches, he enjoyed 
profound repofe after the accumu] 

ificati n - oi the day. 
Next morning, after breakfalt, the 

, his ap rtment, and gave 
him to un land, thai th a en 

re, having heard of tin- 
count's ; n v I, hail deputed one of 
their i to wait upon him with the 

. f comlolance, fu 

theoccahonj and invite him to become 

a member 
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a member of their fociety. Our hero 
could not politely difpenfe with this in- 
stance of civility, and their ambafTador 
being inftantly introduced by the name 
of Captain Minikin, faluted him with 
great folemnity. 

This was a perfon equally remark- 
able for his extraordinary figure and ad- 

; his age feemed to border v 
forty ; his ttature amounted to five feel ; 
his vifage was long, meagre, and wea- 
ther-beaten; andhis alpect, though not 
quite rueful, exhibited a certain for- 
mality, which was the icfult of care 
and confeious importance. He was 
very little encumbered with fleih and 
blood ; yet, what body he had, was 
well-proportioned, his limbs were ele- 
gantly turned, and by his carriage hewas 

intitled to that compliment which 
we pay to any perfon, when we fay he 
his very much the air of a gentleman. 
There was alii- n . i ' ; t Angularity in 
his drefs, which, though intended as 
an improvement, ap] eared to be an ex- 
travagant exaggeration of the 

O DC ' 

and at or.ee evinced him an original to 
the decerning eyes of our adventurer, 
who received him with his ufual cbm- 
plaiiance, and made a very eloquent 
lowledgment of the honour and 
' tction he received from thevifitof 
the reprefentative, and the hojpttaiity 
of his constituents. The captain's pe- 
culiarities were net confined to his ex- 
terna 1 nice; for his voice re (ena- 
bled she found of a balloon, or the 
gregate hum of a whole bee hive ; 
his difcourfe was almoft not;. 
than a feries ot quotations from the 
Englifn poets, interlarded with Fn h 
ifes, which he retained for their 
Significance, en the recomi n of 
is, being himlelf unacquaintf I 
with that or any orhai outlandifh tonj 

Fathom finding this leman of a 
Tery communicative difpofition, : 
he cou'd not have a fairer opportunity 
of learning the hiftory of ins fellow - 
prifontrs ; and turning the convei I 
on that fubjecT:, was i ppointed 

in his expectation. ' ] don't doubt, 

* Sir,' faid he, with the utmott folemnity 

.clamaiion, ' but you look with 

* honor upon every objeel that fur- 

* rounds you in this uncon 

* place; but neverthclcfs here are feme, 
1 who, as my frii i ipeare has it, 
" ha vi feen better days, and have with 
" holy beli been knolicd to church ; and 



« fat at good men's fcafls, and wiped 
' their eyes of drops that facred pity 
e hath engendered." You mull know. 
Sir, that excluftve of the canaille or 
the profanum valgus, as they are 
(tiled by Horace, there are feveral 
final! communities in the prifon con- 
futing of people who are attracted by 
the manners and difpofitions of each 
other : for this place, Sir, is quite a 
microcofm, and as the great world, 
fo is this a " ftage, and all the men 
' and women merely players." For my 
own part, Sir, I have always made it 
a maxim to afTociate with the belt 
company I can find : not that I pre- 
tend to boaft of my family or extrac- 
tion ; becaufe you know, as the poet 
fays, itix ea noflra •voco. My fa- 
ther, 'tis true, was a man that piqued 
himfelf upon his ped'gree, as well as 
upon his politefTe and perfonal merit; 
for he had been a very old officer in 
the army, and I myfelf may fay I 
was born with a fpontoon in my hand. 
Sir, I have had the honour to ferve 
his majefty thefe twenty years, and 
have been bandied about in the courle 
of duty, through all the Biitifh plan- 
tations, and you fee the recompence 
of all my fervice. Eut this is a dif- 
I fubjecV, and therefore I (hall 
wave it: however, as Butler obfervesj 

" TfTy only comfort is, that mw 
" My d ' i . ■ i- fortune is fo low, 
" That either it molt quickly end, 
" Or turn about again and mend." 

' And now to return from this di- 

' greffion, you will perhaps be fur- 

' prized to hear that the head orchair- 

' man of our club is really a fovcreign 

' prince. No lei's, I'll a flu re you, than 

' the celebrated Theodore, King of 

' l '■ rfica, who lies in prifon for a debt 

* of a few hundred pounds. Heii \ 

,v mutatus ab illo. It is not 
' my bufinefs to cenfure the conduct of 
' my fuperiors ; but I always (peak my 
'. mind in a cavalier manner, and as, 
' according to the Spectator, talking 

* to a friend is no more than thinking 
' aloud, entre nous, his Corlican ma- 
' jetty has been fcurvily treated by a 
' certain adminiftration : be that as it 

ill, he is a pcrfonage of a very port- 
' ly appearance, and is quite mafter of 

* the biehfeance. Beiidcs, they will 
' find . interelt to have ice-. 

♦ again 
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in to his alliance; and in tint cafe 
8 of us may expert to profit by his 
iratian i but few words arc belt. 
' He that maintains the fecond rank 
in our aflembly, is one Major Mac- 
leaver, an Irifh gentleman, who ha* 
red abroad: a foldier of fortune, 
Sir, a man of unqueftionable honour 
and courage; but a little over-bear- 
ing, in confequcnce of his know! 
and experience. He is a perfbn oi a 
good addrefs, to be Cure, and quite free 
of the mauvaife bontt; and he may 
have fcen a good deal of la vice : but 
what then ; other people may be as 
good as he, though they have net had 
fuch opportunities. If he lpeaks live 
or fix languages, he dees not pretei I 
to any tafte in the libera] aits, which 
are the criterion of an acompliflied 
gentleman. The next is Sir Mungp 
Barebones, the reprefentative of a ve- 
rv ancient family in the North ; his 
us are very much d&rangee, but 
he is a gentleman of great probity and 
learning, and at preient engaged in a 
• grand fcheme, which, if he can 
bring it to bear, will render him fa- 
mous to all poltcrity : no lei's than the 
converlion of the Jews and the Gen- 
tiles. The project, I own, looks chi- 
merical to one who has not converted 
with the author; hut, in my opinion, 
he has clearly demonltrated, from an 
anagram matical analylis of a certain 
Hebrew word, that his prefent ma- 
jefty, whom God preferve! is theper- 
i'on pointed at in Scripture as the tem- 
poral Meffiahof the Jews ; and if he 
could once rail's by fubfeription fuch 
a trifling Aim as twelve hundred thou- 
sand pounds, I make no doubt but 
he would accomplish his aim, vaftand 
romantiek as it leems to I 
' Belidt-s thefe, we have another melT- 
mate, who is a French chevalier, an 
odd fort of a man, a kind of Lazariilo 
De Tormes, acaricatura; he wears 
a long beard, pretends to be a great 
pott, and makes a damned fracas 
with his verfes. The king has been 
obliged to exert his authority oi^r 
him more than once, by ordeiing him 
into del'.- confinement, for which he- 
was fo rafh as to lend his majeity a 
challenge) but he afterwards made 
his fubmiifion, and was again tak 
into favour: the truth i ,, i believe 
iui brain is a little difordered, and he 



Ig a ftranger, v.e oveilook his ex » 
u a\ igancies. 

' Sir, we fliill think ourfelves happy 
in your acceflion to our lbcicty : yon 
will be under no lent of reltraint ; for, 
though we dine at one table, every 
m dividual calls and pays for his own 
mel's. Ourconverl'.ition, fuch as it is, 
will not, I hope, be dil'agreeable ; and 
though we have not opportunities of 
breathing the pure Arcadian air, and 
cannot " under the (hade of melan- 
' choly boughs, lol'e and negleft the 
1 creeping Hours of time," we may en- 
joy ourlelves over a giafs of punch 
or a difh of tea : nor are we deltitute 
of friends, whovifit us in thefe fhades 
of diltrefs. The major has a nume- 
rous acquaintance or both fexes; a- 
mong others, a firll coufin of good 
fortune, who, with her daughters, 
often chep.r our folitude : flie is a 
very fenlible lady -like gentlewoman} 
and the young ladies have a certain 
degagie air, that plainly fhews they 
have feen the belt company. Be- 
fides, I will venture to recommend 
Mrs. Min kin, as a woman of tole- 
rable breeding and capacity ; who, I 
hope, will nor be found altogether de- 
ficient in the accomplifnments of the 
fex. So that we find means to make 
little parties, in which the time glides 
away infennbly. Then I have a fi; 
collection of books, which are at your 
l_i vice. You may amufe you. 
with Shakefpeare, or Milton, or J 
Qujxote, or any of our modern au- 
thors that are worth reading; fuch 
as the Adventures of Loveill, Lady- 
Frail, George Edwards, JoeThomp- 
foh, Bampfvlde MoreCarew, Young 
Scarron, and Mil's Betly Thou 
lei's : and if you have a taile for di 
ing, I cm entertain yon with a par- 
cel of prints by the belt mailers.' 
A man of our hero's politenefs, could 
not help exprefling himlelf in the warm. 
ell terms of g: 

n. II: thanked the captain in 
particular for his obliging offers, 
nK! be lb good as to , 
Is to the fociety, of which 
nged to be a member. It was d< - 
tcrmincd, therefore, that Minikin (hi 
return in an hour, when the count would 
be drafted, in order to conduct him into 
the pref< nee of :,i . m.ijiily ; an 
already tal leave for the pn 
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when all of a fudden he came back, and 
taking hold of a waiftcoat that lay up- 
on a chair, ' Sir,' faid he, ' give me 

* leave to look at that fringe ? I think 

* it is the moft elegant knitting I ever 
« faw! But pray, Sir, are not thefe 
' quite out of fafhion : I thought plain 

* filk, fucll as this that I wear, had 
» been the mode ; with the pockets very 
' low.' Before Fathom had time to 
make any fort of reply, he took notice 
of his hat and pumps ; the firft of which 
he faid was too narrow in the brims, 
and the lall an inch too low in the heels : 
indeed, they formed a remarkable con- 
trait with his own ; for, exclufive of the 
fafhion of the cock, which refembled 
the form of a Roman galley, the brim 
of his hat, if properly fpread, would 
have projected a (hade fufftcient to lhel- 
ter a whole file of inufqueteers from the 
heat of a fummer's fun ; and the heels 
of his (hoes were fo high, as to raife his 
feet three inches at leait from the fur- 
i'ace of the earth. 

Having made thefe obfervations for 
the credit of his tafte, he retired 5 and 
returning at the time appointed, accom- 
panied Ferdinand to the apartment of 
the king, at the doors of which their ears 
were invaded with a firange found, be- 
ing that of a human voice imitating the 
noife of a drum. The captain hearing 
this alarm, made a full (top, and giv- 
ing the count to underfiand that his ma- 
jefty was bufy, begged he would not 
take it amifs, if the introduction mould 
be delayed for a few moments. Fa- 
thom, curious to know the meaning of 
what he had heard, applied to his guide 
for information, and learned that the 
king and the major, whom he had no- 
minated to the poft of his general in 
chief, were employed in landing troops 
upon the Genoefe territory : that is, 
they were fettling before- hand the man- 
ner of their difembarkation. 

He then, by the direction of his con- 
ductor, reconnoitred them through the 
key-hole, and perceived the fovereign 
and his minilter fitting on oppofite fides 
of a deal-board table, covered with a 
large chart or map, upon which he faw 
a great number of muflel and oyfter- 
fliells, ranged in a certain order, and at 
a little diftance feveral regular fquares 
and columns made of cards cut in fmall 
pieces. The prince himfelf, whole eyes 
were reinforced by fpectacles, furveyed 
this armament with great attention, while 



the general put the whole in action, arid 
conducted their motions by beat of drum* 
The mufcle-fhells, according to Mini- 
kin's explanation, reprcfented the tranf- 
ports, the oylter-fhclls were confidered 
as the men of war that covered the 
troops in landing, and the pieces of card 
exhibited the different bodies into which 
the army was formed upon it's difem- 
barkation. 

As an affair of fuch confequence could 
not be tranfacted without oppofition, 
they had provided divers ambufcades, 
confiding of the enemy, whom they re- 
prefented by grey-peafe; and accord- 
ingly, General Macleaver perceiving the 
faid grey-peafe marching along fhore, 
to attack his forces before they could be 
drawn up in battalia, thus addreffed 
himfelf to the oyfter-fhe'.ls in an audi- 
ble voice : * You men of war ! don't you 
fee the front of the enemy advancing, 
and the rell of the detachment follow- 
ing out of fight ? Arrah ! the devil 
burn you, why don't you come afhore 
and open your batteries ?' So faying, 
hs pufhed the fhelis towards the breach, 
performed the cannonading with his 
voice ; the grey-peafe were foon put in 
confuiion, the general was beat, the 
cards marched forwards in order of 
battle ; and the enemy having retreated 
with great precipitation, they took pof- 
fcflion of their ground without farther 
difficulty. 



CHAP. V. 

HE CONTEMPLATES MAJESTY AN» 
IT'S SATELLITES IN ECLIPSE. 

MIS expedition being happily fi- 
nihVd, G< neraj Macleaver put the 
whole army, navy, tranfports, and fcene 
of action, into a canvas bag; the prince 
unfaddled his nofe, and Captain Mini- 
kin being admitted, our hero was in- 
troduced in form. Very gracious was 
the reception he met with from his ma- 
jelly ; who, with a molt princely de- 
meanour, welcomed him to court, and 
even fe~ted him on his right-hand, in 
token of particular rgard. True it is, 
this pretence- chamber was not fo fuperb, 
nor the appearance of the king fo mag- 
nificent, as to render fuch an honour in- 
toxicating to any perfon of our hero's 
coolnefs and dilcretion : in lieu of ta- 
peitry, the apartment was hung with 

half- 
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halfpenny balla Is; a truckle bed with- 

out curtains, fupplied the place of a ci- 

and, in (lead < t a crown, his 

illen night-cap. Yet, 

11. . 

n a. i ot dignity in Ins deportment, 
and a nice omift would have 

perceivi i fomething majeiiick in the fca- 
icu< i : hi . countenance. 

He was certainly a perlbnage of a 
; mien ; his manners 
were i *, his converfation agi 

able, and .my man whole b.jirt was 
fubjeel to the meltings of humanity, 
wouhl h ive deplored Ins diftrefs and 
looked up n him as a mofr pathetick 
iuilance of that miferable reverfe to 
which all human grandeur is expofed. 
His fall was even greater than that of 
Belifarius; who, after having obtained 
many glorious victories over the ene- 
mies ot his country, is laid to have been 
reduced to fuch extremity of indigence, 
in his old a^e, when he was de- 
prived of his eye-fight, he fat upon the 
highway like a common mendicant, im- 
i . ring the charity of paflengers, in the 
inaticnof ' DaidobolumBe- 
■ .1 farthing to 
.■ Keiil'irius.' I 
ral s difgrace was not Co 
i FTheo 'ore, becaufe 

■ Juftinian, confe- 
nled upon the 
. : t empcr reas the other 

of fove- 
;i titles, namely, 

II of til" people 

whom : ned; and attracted 

she 
ds ot oppref- 
...lich 
j 

ii <•! former days, alike 
r nry ami v;ihiur, 

holtile princes whofe ■ 

S, wiih Inch 

.s even dif- 

.,( captivity ; hut 

refined ige, feel 

; i unfor- 

I i . friend, 

and |i utiz in i in uifh i ' the 

i I, for a pal- 

I in their own fervice. 

oraliziug apart ; oui hero had not 

ith this extraordinary 

debtor, who in his prefent condi i ■;! il 

,n thai oi Baton, 

.! in him a fpirit of 



**S 

Qmxotiftn, which all his experience, to- 
r with the viciffitudes of his for- 
tune, ha-l not been able to overcome j 

not that his i ed to inch a pitch 

of extravagant hope as that which took 
polTe.lion of his i s, who fre- 

tlv quarrelled one with another 
it the degrees of favour to which 
they fliould be intitied after the king's 
restoration ; but he firmly believed that 
affairs would fpeedily take fuch a turn 
in Italy, as would point out totheEn- 
glifh court the expediency of employing 
him again ; and this perfuafion Itemed 
to fupport him againlt every fpecies of 
poverty and mortification. 

While I re bufy in trimming 

the balance of power on the other fide of 
the Alps, their deliberations were in- 
terrupted by the arrival of a fcullion, 
who came to receive their orders touch- 
ing the bill of fare for dinner; and his 
majelty found much more difficulty in 
fettling this important concern, than in 
compromiling all the differences between 
the emperor and the Queen of Spain. 
Ai length, however, General Mi 
ver undertook the office of purveyor for 
his prince: Captain Minikin iniilted 
upon treating the count ; and in a little 
time the table was covered with a cloth, 
which, for the f ike of my delicate read- 
ers, I mail not attempt to defcribe. 

At this period they were j 
Mungo Barebones ; who havir, 
means to purchafe le of mu 

, had cooked a me.fs of broth, 
which he now brought in a faucepan to 

neral rend 

larkable object wh'ch had hi- 
I 
thorn : being natui . • lam ; : . • ha- 
bit, he w is by indi 

dmoll to the t oi 
; I- Ii earth, his 

body defciibed at lea;t 150 
ciicle. The w ml of fl and fh 11 s 

d with a jockey Hi 

11 If jack. 1 
die vi . 1 in a in< in rous pur of 

brown trunk breeches, winch tl 
! lit foi his uie ti im tht 
, I itch ii ;. m in, who el) I 

in th his fiiiii 1 

of il 

flirouded in an old 
1 iwn ; a blue and whii 

kerchief* furrounded his hi , I hi$ 
' .hat immenie load ot 
car* which he had volumai iy incurrt \ 
1 lor 
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for the eternal falvation cf linnets. Yet 
this figure, uncouth as it was, made his 
compliments to our adventurer in terms 
of the molt elegant addiefs, and in the 
courie of converlation difclofed a great 
fund of valuable knowledge. He had 
appeared in the great world, and bore 
divers offices of dignity and trull with 
univerfal applaule : his courage was un- 
doubted, his morals were unimpeached, 
and his perfon held in great veneration 
and etteem ; when his evil genius en- 
gaged him ;in the lludy of Hebrew, 
and the mylterits of the Jewifh religion, 
which fairly difordered his brain, and 
rendered him incapable of managing his 
temporal affairs. When he ought to 
have been employed in the functions of 
his poll, he was always rapt in vifion- 
ary conferences with Mofes on the 
Mount; rather than regulate the ceco- 
nomy of his houlhold, he chofe to ex- 
ert his endeavours in fettling the pre- 
cife meaning of the word Elohim ; and 
having difcovered that now the period 
was come, when the Jews and Gentiles 
would be converted, he poftponed every 
other confideration, in order to facilitate 
that great and glorious event. 

By this time, Ferdinand had feen 
every member of the club, except the 
French chevalier, who feemed to be 
quite neglecled by the fociety ; for his 
name was not once mentioned during 
this commtmication, and they fat down 
to dinner without afking whether he was 
dead or alive. The king regaled him- 
felf with a plate of ox-cheek; the ma- 
jor, who complained that his appetite 
had forfaken him, amufed himfelfwith 
fome forty hard eggs, malaxed with 1'ilt 
butter; the knight indulged upon his 
foup and bouille, and the captain en- 
tertained our adventurer with a neck of 
veal roaffed, with potatoes ; but before 
Fathom could make ufe of his knife 
and fork, he was fummoned to the door, 
where he found the chevalier in great 
agitation, bis eyes fpaikling like coals 
of fire. 

Our hero was not a little fur prized at 
this apparition, who having alked par- 
don for the freedom he had uftd, ob- 
ierved, that unckrftanding the count was 
a foreigner, he could not difpenfe with 
appealing to him, concerning an out- 
rage he had fuffered from the keeper, 
who, without any regard to his rank or 
misfortunes, hud been bale enough to 



refufe him credit for a few necefTaries, 
until lie could have a remittance from 
his fteward in France; he therefore con- 
jured Count Fathom, as a Granger and 
nobleman like himfelf, to he the mef- 
lenger of defiance, which he refolvcd to 
fend to that brutal gaoler, that for the 
future he might learn to make proper 
diftinclions in the exercile of his func- 
tion. 

Fathom, who had no inclination to 
offend this cholet ick Frenchman, allured 
him that he might depend upon his 
iriendfhip; and, in the mean time, pre- 
vailed upon him to accept of a fmall 
fupply ; in coniequence of which, he 
procured a pound of faufages, and join- 
ed the reft of the company without de- 
lay ; making a very fuitable addition to 
fuch an afTemblage of rarities. Though 
his age did not exceed thirty years, his 
beard, which was of a brindled hue, 
flowed down, like Aaron's, to his mid- 
dle: upon his legs he wore red ftock- 
ings rolled up over the joint of the knee; 
his breeches were of blue drab with vel- 
ium button-holes, and garters of gold- 
lace^ his wailkoat of fcarlet, his coat of 
rufty black cloth, his hair twifted into a 
Ramellie hung down to his rump, of the 
colour of jet, and his hat was adorned 
with a white feather. 

This original had formed many in- 
genious fchemes to increafethe glory and 
grandeur of Fiance, but was discou- 
raged by Cardinal Fletny ; who, in all 
appearance, jealous of his great talents, 
not only rejected his projects, but even 
lent himtoprifon, on pretence of being 
offended at his impertinence. Perceiv- 
ing that, like the Prophet, he had no 
honour in his own country, he no fooner 
obtained his releafe, than he retired to 
England; where he was prompted by 
his philanthropy to propole an expe- 
dient to our miniflry, which would have 
faved a vail cffufion of blood and trea- 
fure; this was, an agreement between the 
Queen of Hungary and the late empe- 
ror, to decide their pretenfions by a An- 
gle combat ; in which cafe he offered 
himfelf as the Bavarian champion ; but 
in this enterprize he alio proved unfuc- 
cefsful. Then turning his attention to 
the delights of poetry, he became lb 
enamoured of the mule, that he neg- 
lected every other confideration ; and fhe, 
as ufual, gradually conducted him to 
the author's never-failing goal} a place 

of 
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of reft appointed for all thole finners, 
whom the profane love of poefy hath led 

altray. 

C II A P. VI. 

ONE QJJ A R R E I. IS COMPROMISED} 
AM) ANOTHER DECIDED BY UN- 
US VAL ARMS. 

AMONG other topicks of conver- 
fatiori th::t were difcuifed at this 
genial meeting, Sir Mungo's lcheme 
was brought upon the carpet by his 
majelty, who was gracioufly pleafed to 
aik how his fubfeription rilled ? To this 
interrogation the knight anlwered, that 
lie met with great oppolition from a 
lpirit of levity ami lelt-c uiciit, which 
itemed to prevail in this generation; 
but, that no difficulties lliould difcou- 
ragehim from pel fevering in his duty; 
and he trufted in God, that in a very 
little time he fhruld be able to confute 
and overthrow the falfe philolbphy of 
the moderns, and to reftore the writ- 
ings of Molls to that pre-eminence and 
veneration which is due to an infpired 
author. He fpoke of the immortal New- 
ton with infinite contein;>t, and under- 
took to extract from the Pentateuch, a 
Jyllem of chronology which would as- 
certain the progicl's or time fince the 
fourth day ot the creation to the prefent 
hour, with fuch exactnefs, that not one 
vibration ot a pendulum Ihould be lolt ! 
Nay, he affirmed that the perfection of 
all arts and fciences might be attained 
by Undying thefc (acred memoirs ; and 
that Be hinafelfdid not defpair of learn- 
ing from them the art of Uapfmuting 
baler metals into gold. 

The chevalier, ihouph he did not 

. CI <.. 

.nil tuCunuadiiSi thele aflcitions, was 
too much attached to his own religion 
to acquiefce in the knight's project of 
converting the Jews and the Gentiles to 
the pi oicltant herefy, which, he laid, God 
Almighty would never fuffcr to triumph 
over the interclts of his own holy catho- 
lick church. This objiiftion produced 
abundance of altercation between two 
very unequal difputants; and theFrench- 
nian, finding himleif puzzled by the 
learning of his antagonut, had recourfe 
to the argument urn ad bominem, by lay- 
ing his hand upon his lword, and de- 
claring that he was ready to lofe the laft 
drop ot his blood in oppohtion to fuch 
a damnable khemc. 



Sir Mungo, though in all appear- 
ance reduced to the laft Itage of animal 
exiftence, no fooner heard this epithet 
applied to his plan, than his eyes gleam- 
ed like lightning ; he fprung from his 
feat, with the agility of a grafs-hopper, 
and darting himleif out at the door, like 
an arrow from a bow, re-appeared in a 
moment with a long rutty weapon, 
which might have been fliewii among a 
collection of rarities as the fword of 
Guy Earl of Warwick. This imple- 
ment he brand if lied over the chevalier's 
head, with the dexterity of an old prize- 
fighter, exclaiming in the French lan- 
guage, ' Thou art a prophane wretch 
' marked out for the vengeance of Hea- 
c ven, whole unworthy minifter I am ; 
' and here thou (halt fall by the fword 
4 of the Lord and of Gideon.* 

The chevalier, unterrified by this 
dreadful falutation, de fired he would 
accompany him to a more convenient 
place : and the world might have been 
deprived of one or both thefe knights- 
errant, had not general Macleaver, at 
the deiire of his majelty, interpofed, and 
found means to bring matters to an ac- 
commodation. 

In the afternoon, the fociety was vi- 
fited by the major's coulin and her 
daughters, who no fooner appeared, than 
they were recognized by ouradventuier; 
and his acquaintance with them renewed 
in fuch a manner, as alarmed the deli- 
cacy of Captain Minikin, who in the 
evening repaired to the count's apart- 
ment, and with a very formal phyliog- 
nomy, accofted him in thefe words: 

* Sir, I beg pardon for this intrulion j 
1 but I come to confult you about an 
' affair in which my honour is concern- 
' ed ; and a foldier without honour* 

* you know, is no better than a body 
' without a foul. I have always ad- 
' mired thai fpeech of Hotlpur, in the 

* hilt part of Henry the fourth. 

" By Heaven, methinks it were an eify 
" leap. 

" To pluc* bright honour from the pale- 

" tic d ir.oon ; 
" Or dive in'o the bottom of the deep, 
" Where tathom-line could never tuuch 

'• the, yiound, 
" And pluck up drowned honour Hy the 

If locks!" 

1 There is a boldnefs and eafe in the 
' expiellion, and the iin-.ges are vtry 

* picturefque. But without any farther 

Q^i « pre- 



n8 



FERDINAND COUNT FATHOM. 



' preamble; pray, Sir, give me leave to 
' aik how long you have been acquaint- 
1 oil with thofe ladies who drank tea 
' wiili us this afternoon ? You will for- 

* give the queftion, Sir, when I tell you 

* that Major Macleaver introduced 
' Mis. Minikin to them as to ladies of 

* character; and I do not know how, 
' Sir, I have a fort of prefentiment that 
' my wife his been impofed upon. Per- 
' haps I may be miftaken, and God 

* grant I may ! But there was a je 

* ne ffai quoy in their behavour to- 
' day, which begins to alarm my fu- 
' fpicion. Sir, I have nothing but 
' my reputation to depend upon ; and I 
' hope you'll excufe me when I earned. - 
' ly beg to know what rank they main- 

* tain in life.' 

Fathom, without minding the confe- 
quence, told him with a fimper, that 
he knew them to be very good-natured 
ladies, who devoted themfelves to the 
happinefs of mankind. This explana- 
tion had no foonerefcaped from his lips, 
than the captain's face began to glow 
with indignation, his eyes feemed bu: (l- 
Jng from their fpfteres ,he fuelled to twice 
his natural dimer.fions, and railing hifn- 
felf on his tiptoes, pronounced in a 
ftrain that emulated thunder, ' Blood, 

* Sir! you feem to make very light of 
1 the matter; but it is no joke \o . . 
« I'll a'ffure you: and Macleaver fhall 

* fee that I am not to be affronted with 
« impunity. Sir, I (hall take it as a 
« fingular favour, if you will be the 
e bearer of a billet to him, which I 
'« fhall write in three words : nay, Sir, 
« you mil ft give me leave to infift upon 

* it, as .you are the only gentleman of 

* our mefs, whom I can intfuft with an 
k ' affair of this nature.' 

Fathom, rather than run the rifk of 
diTobliging fuch a punctilious warrior, 
after having in vain attempted to diffuade 
him from Ins purpofe, undertook to 
carry the challenge, which was imme- 
diately penned in thefe words. 

* SIR, 

4 ~V"OlJ have violated my honour, in 
*■ ' impofmg upon Mrs. Minikin 

* your pretended coulms, as ladies of 
'virtue and Reputation; I therefore 

* demand 1 :ch Satisfaction as a foldier 
1 ought to receive, and expecl you will 
'* adiuftwhh bo'v friend Count Fathom, 



' the terms upon which you fhall be 
• met by the much injured 

* GOLIAH MlN'IKIN.* 



This morceau bein and di- 

rected, was forthwith carried by our 
adventurer to the lodgings of the major, 
who had by this time retired to reft, but 
hearing the count's voice, he got up and 
opened the door in cuerpo, to the ... - 
nifhment of Ferdinand, who had r. 
before feen fuch an Herculean figure. 
He made an apology for receiving the 
count in his birth-day fuit, to which, he 
laid, he was reduced by the heat of his 
conftitution, though he might have af- 
figned a more adequate caule, by own- 
ing that his fhirt was in the hands of 
his washerwoman ; then fhrouding him- 
felf in a blanket, defired to know what 
had procured him the honour of fuch an 
extraoidinary vifit. He read the letter 
with great compefure, like a mm ac- 
cuftomed to fuch intercourfe; then ad- 
drefling himfeif to the bearer, ' I will 
' be after diverting thi man, * laid 

he, ' m any manner he (hall think pro- 
' per ; but, by Jefus! this is no place 
' for fuch ai i nts : becaufe, as 

' you well know, nr cOurit, if 

' both mould . ce of 

' war, neither of us will be able to 
' efcape; and after the breath is out of 
' his body, he will make but a l 
excufe to lii friends. But 

that is no concern of mine, and there- 
fore I am ready to pleafe him in i. - 
own way.' 
Fathom approved of his remarks, 
which he reinforced with fundry confi- 
derations to the lame purpofe, and beg- 
ged the aiTntance of the major's advice, 
in finding fome expedient to terminate 
the affair without blood ff.ed, thai no 
troublefome confequenccs might enfue 
either to him or to his antagonist, who 
in fpite of this over-ftrained formality, 
j ~emed to be a perfon of worth and 
good-nature. * With all my heart !' 
ii ! the generous Hibernian, ' I have 
' a great regard for the little man ; and 
' my own character is not to feek at 
s time of day. I have ferved a 
long apprenticefhip to fighting, as 
tiiis fame car*cafe'ean tcitify; a 
he compels me to run him through the 
body, by my fhoul I fhall do it in a 
friendly manner,* 

So 
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• So faying, he threw a tide the bh' 
and . I (cars and learns ir.mime- 

upon Iiis body, winch appeared 
m old patched leathern dooblet. 

• I remember,' proceeded this cham- 
pion, ' when I was a llave at Algiers, 
' Murphy Macmorris and I happened 

• to Ibme difference in the bagnio; 
' upon which he bade me turn out. 
" Arra, for what r" faidl; " here are 
" no weapons that a gentleman can ufe, 
*' and you would not be (itch a negro 
M as to box like an Englifli carman." 

After he had puzzled bimfelf for fomc 
time, he propofed that we mould re- 
tire into a corner, and funk one an- 
other with brimftone, till one of us 
fhould give out. Accordingly we 
crammed half a dozen or tobacco- 
pipes with fulphur, and letting foot 
to foot, began to fmoak, and K-rpt a 
conltant fire, until Macmorris drop- 
' ;>ed down; then 1 threw away my 
' pipe, nn 1 taking poor Murphy in my 
t arms, " What, are you dead ?" faid 
' I: "if you aredead, rpeak." — "No, 
" by Jefus!" cried he, " 1 a'n'tdead, but 
" I am fpeechlefs." So he owned I 
' had obtained the victory, and we were 
' as good friends as ever. Now, if 
' Mr. Minikin thinks proper to put 
' the affair upon the fame ilfue, I will 
' linokc a pipe of brimltone with him 
' to morrow morning; and if I cry out 
' firlt, I will be after alking pardon for 
• this fuppoled affront. 1 

Fathom could not help laughing at 
the propofal, to which, however, he ob- 
jected, on account of Minikin's delicate 
t .atitution, which might iuffer more 
detriment from breathing in an atmof- 
, i of fulphur, than from the difcharge 
of a piifol, or the thru ll of a fmafi- 
fword. He there: elfed another 

lientin lieu of the lulphur, name- 
ly, the gum called affa-foetida ; which, 
though abundantly nauleous, could 
h tve no effect upon the infirm tex- 
tme of the lieutenant's lungs. This 
hint being reliihej by the major, our 
adventurer returned to his principal, 
and having repeated the other's ai u- 
ments againft the uli <d mortal inftru- 

i eedaneum wl 
he bad concerted with M .cleaver. The 
in at firH belived this fch 

i for fubji fting him to the 1 1- 
■' of his fellow- prilbners, and be- 
gan to it'" in ience ; but 
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bv the affurances and addrefi, of Fa- 
at length reconciled to 
the plan, and preparation! were made 
o'i each ti le for this duel, which was 
actually fmoaked next day, about noon, 
in a fmall clolet, detached from the 
challenger's ap irtment.and within hear- 
ing of his i,: j • and all his court, af- 
fembled as witneiTes and umpires of the 
contort. 

The combatants being locked up to- 
gether, began to ply their engines with 
great fury, and it was not long before 
Captain Minikin perceived he had a 
manifeft advantage over his antagonist. 
For his organs were familiarized to the 
effluvia of this dug, which he had fre- 
quently ufed in the courfe of an hypo- 
chondriack diforder; whereas Maclea- 
ver, who was a (hanger to all forts of 
medicine, by his wry faces and attempts 
to puke, expreffed the utmoft abhorrence 
of the imell that invaded his noitnls. 
Neverthelefs, refolved to iiold out to the 
latl extremity, he continued in action 
until the /Clolet was filled with fuch an 
intolerable vapour as difcompoled the 
whole ceconomy of his entrails, and 
compelled him to difgorge his break- 
faft in the face of his opponent, whole 
nerves were fodifconcerted by this dif- 
agreeable and unforeleen difcharge, that 
he fell back into his chair in a i'woon, 
and the major bellowed aloud for af- 
filtance. The door being opened, he 
ran directly to the window, to inhale the 
frelh air, while the captain recovering 
from his fit, complained of Macleaver's 
unfair proceedings, and demanded juf- 
tice of the arbitrators, who decided in 
his favour; and the major being pre- 
vailed upon to aik pardon for having 
introduced Mrs. Minikin to women of 
: reputation, the parties were re- 
conciled to each other, and peace and 
ord re-eftablifhed in the mefs. 
Fathom acquired universal applanfe 
for his difcreet and humane conduct 
upon this occafion ; and that fame ai 
noon had an opportunity of feeing the 
I in whole caitfe he had exerted him- 
felf. He was prefented to her as the 
hulband's particulai friend; and when 
fhc underltood liow much flie was in* 
debted t>< Ins care and concern for the 
captain's fafety, the treated him with 
uncommon marks of diftinctibn ; and 
und her a genteel well- bird woman, 

nit a gojd (hare of ptrfonil 
charms, 
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charms, and a w<dl«cultivated under- 
standing. 

CHAP. VII. 

AN UNEXPECTED RENCOUNTER,. 
AND AN HAPPY REVOLUTION IN 
THE AFFAIRS OF OUR ADVEN- 
TURER. 

AS (he did not lodge within the pre- 
empts of this garrifon, (lie was 
one day, after tea, conducted to the 
gate by the captain and the count, and 

i'uft as they approached the turnkey's 
odge, our hero's eyes were (truck, with 
the apparition of his old companion 
Renaldo, fon of his benefactor and pa- 
tron the Count De Melville. What 
■were the emotions of his foul, when he 
faw that young gentleman enter the pri- 
ibn, and advance towards him, after 
having (poke to the gaoler ! He never 
doubted, that being informed of his 
confinement, he was come to upbiaid 
him with his villainy and ingrati- 
tude, and he in vain endeavoured to 
recollect himfelf from that terror and 
guilty confufion which his appearance 
had infpired; when, the iti anger lifting 
up his eyes, darted back with Signs of 
extreme amazement, and after a consi- 
derable paufe, exclaimed, ' Heaven and 

* earth ! Sure my eyes do not deceive 
' me ! Is not your name Fathom ? It is, 
' it mud be my old friend and compa- 

* nion, the lol's of whom I have lb long 
' regretted !' With thefe words, he ran 
towards our adventurer; and while he 
clafped him in his arms with all the 
eagernefs of affection, proteded that this 
was one of the happied days he had ever 
feen. 

Ferdinand, who from this falntation 
concluded himfelf dill in podeSTion of 
Renaldo' s good opinion, was not defi- 
cient in expreffions of tendernefs and 
joy ; he returned his embraces with 
equal ardour, the tears trickled down 
his cheeks, and that perturbation which 
proceeded from coufcious perfidy and 
fear, was midaken by the unlufpecling 
Hungarian for the fheer effects of love, 
gratitude, and Surprize. Thefe full 
tranfports having fubiided, they adjourn- 
ed to the lodgings of Fathom, who ibon 
recollected his 1'pirits and invention fo 
well as to amufe the other with a feign- 
ed tale of his having been taken by the 



French, fent prilbner into Champaignr, 
(loin whence he had written many letters 
to Count Melville and his fon, of whom 
he could hear no tidings; of his having 
contracted an intimacy with a young 
nobleman of France, who died in the 
dower of his age, after having, in token 
of friendfhip, bequeathed to him a con- 
Gderable legacy; by this he had been 
enabled to vifit the land of his forefa- 
thers in the character of a gentleman, 
which he had Supported with lbme fi- 
gure, until he was betrayed into a mis- 
fortune that exhauftcd his funds, and 
drove him to the fpot wheie he was now 
found ; and he Solemnly declared, that 
far from forgetting the obligation he 
owed to Count Melville, or renouncing 
the friendship of Renaldo, he had ac- 
tually refolved to fet out Far Germany, 
on his return to the houfeof his patron, 
in the beginning of the week poderior 
to that in which he had been ai reded. 

Young Melville, whofeown heart had 
never known the indigations of fraud, 
implicitly believed the dory and protei- 
tations of Fathom ; and though he would 
not judify that part of his conduct by 
which the term of his good fortune was 
abridged, he could not help excufing 
an indilcretion into which he had been 
hurried by the precipitancy of youth, 
and the allurements of an artful woman ; 
nay, with the utmolt warmth of friend- 
fliip, he undertook to wait upon Trap- 
well, and endeavour to Soften him into 
fome reafonable terms of compofition. 

Fathom Seemed to be quite overwhelm- 
ed with a deep fenfeof all this goodnefs, 
and aifecleu the mod eager impatience to 
know the particulars of Renaldo's fate 
Since their unhappy feparation, more 
especially his errand to this uncomfort- 
able place, which he Should henceforth 
revere as the providential Scene of their 
reunion: nor did he forget to enquire, 
in the mod affectionate and dutiful man- 
ner, about the fituation of his noble pa- 
rents and amiable fitter < 

At mention of thefe names, Renaldo, 
fetching adeep iigh, ' Alas, my friend!'' 
laid he, ' the count is no more; and 
' what aggravates my affliction lor tiie 
' lot's of fuch a father, it was my mis- 
4 fortune to be under his difpleafure at 
' the time of his death. Had I been 
prefent on that melancholy occafion, 
l'o well I knew his generofity and pa- 
ternal tendernefs, that lure I am, lie 
would in his lalt moments have for- 

« given 
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given an onlv Ton whofc life had been 
a continual effort to render himlelf 
worthy of fuch a parent, and whole 
crime was no other than an honour- 
able pnllion for the molt meritorious 
of her fix. But I was removed at a 
Fatal diitance from trim, and doubt- 
kfl my conduct mail have been iini- 
dioofly rtrifrepreftBttd. Be that as it 
will, my mother has again given her 
hand in wedlock to Count Trevafi; 
by whom I have the mortification to 
be informed that I am totally exclud- 
ed from my father's fuccelfion ; and I 
learn from other quarters, tint my 
filter isbarbaiouilv treated bv this- in- 
human father-in luv. Grant, Hea- 
ven, I may loon have an opportunity 
of expofrulatins with the tyrant upon 
that fubject.' 
So faying, his chcelcs glowed, and 

his eyes lightened with refentrnent. 

Then he thus proceeded. 

' My coming hither to-day, was with 
a view to vilit a poor female relation, 
from whom I yelterday received a let- 
ter, lefcribing her molt deplorable 
fituation, and foliating my siEftance: 

' but the turnkey affirms, that there is 

* no fuch perfon in the gaol ; and I was 

* on my way to confult the keeper, 

* when I was agreeably furprized with 

* the light of my dear Fathom.' 

Our adventurer having wiped from 
his eyes the tears which were prodi 
bv the news ,of his worthy patron's 
death, defired to know the name of that 
afflicled prifoner, in whole behalf he in- 
terefted himlelf lo much; and Renaldo 
produced the letter, fubicribed — ' your 
' unfortunate coulin, Helen Melville.' 
This pretended relation, after having 
explained the degree of eonfanguinity 
which fhe and the count (tood in ro each 
other, and occationally mentioned lome 
anecdotes of the family in Scot! 
gave him to underltand, that !he had 
mm ied a merchant of London, who, 
by repeated loffes in trade, had been 
reduced to indigence, and afterw 
confined in prifon, where he then I ry a 
brtatblefs corpfc, having lelt her in the 
utmolt extremity of wntchc In Is and 
want, with two young children in the 
fmall-poXj and an incurable cancer in 
one of her own hrealts. Indeed, the 
picture fhe diew was lb moving, and 
her cxprefTions fo lenfibly patheticJt, 
tiut no perfon whole heart was not alto- 



gether callous, could peril fe it without 
emotion. Renaldo had fent two gui- 
neas by the mcirenger, whom fhe had 
reprefented as a trulty Itrvant, whofe 
fidelity had been proof againit all the 
diltreis of her miltrefs: and he was 
now arrived, in order to reinforce his 
bounty. 

Fathom, in the confeioufnefs of his 
own piactices, immediately compre- 
hended the lcheme of this letter, and 
confidently allured him, that no fucli 
perfon relided in the prifon, or in any 
other place; and when his friend ap- 
plied for information to the keeper, 
tiieie afTurances were confirmed ; and 
that Hern janitor told him, he had been, 
impoled upon by a ltale trick which was 
often praciiied upon ftrangers, by a fet 
01 (harpers, who make it their bufinefs 
to pick up hints of intelligence relating 
to private families, upon which they 
build fuch fuperltru&ures of fraud and 
impotition. 

However piqued the young Hunga- 
rian might be to find himfelf duped in 
this manner, he rejoiced at the occafion 
which had thrown Fathom in his way j 
and, after having made him a tender of 
his puil'e, rook his leave, on purpoie to 
wait upon Trapwell, who was not cpaite 
lo untraceable as an enraged cuckold 
commonly is ; for, by this time, he had 
accomplilhed the belt part of his aim, 
winch was to be divorced from his wife, 
and w.is fully convinced that the de- 
fendant was no more than a needy ad- 
venturer, wr.o in all probability would 
be releafed by an act of parliament for 
benefit of inlblvent debtors ; in 
which cafe, he (the plaintiff) w 
sc'.-.p no folid advantage from his im- 
prifon men t. 

He therefore liftened to the remon- 
es of tlr or, and after in I 

canvafling agreed to difcharge the 
fendant in consideration of iwo him 

pe is, which were immediatel) 

by Count Melville, who by this de- 
duction wis reduced to fomeul... . 
th .n thirty. 

Nevertheless, he cheat fully beggarr 1 
himfelf in behalf of his fri rid, t r 
whole rekale he forthwith obtain* 

: and next day out adventurer 
having l»id a formal adieu to his fellow* 
in diltreis, and in particular lo hi 
jelly, for whole reltorjtiuii in 
were preferred, he quitted the ga I. . I 

■ccona- 
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accompanied his deliverer, with all the 
outward marks of unutterable gratitude 
and elteem. 

Surely, if his heart had been made 
of penetrable ltutT, it would have been 
touched by the circum fiances of this 
redemption : bur, had not his foul been 
invincible to all iuch attacks, thefe Me- 
moirs would, poflibly, never have feen 
the light. 

When they arrived at Renaldo's 
lodgmgs, that young gentleman ho- 
noured him with other proofs of con- 
fidence and friertdihi] by giving him a 
circumftantial detail of all the adven- 
tures in which he had been engaged after 
Fathom's deiertion from the Imperial 
camp. He told him, thatimniedi 
after the war was finiihed, his father 
had preffed him to a very advantageous 
match, with which he would have com- 
plied, though his heart was not at ail 
concerned, had not he been inflamed 
with the defire of feeing the world be- 
fore he could take any ftep towards a 
fettlement for life ; that he had fignified 
his fentiments on this head to the count, 
who oppofed them with unufual oblti- 
nacy, as -productive of a delay which 
might be fatal to his propoial ; for 
which reafon he had retired incognito 
from his family, and travelled through 
fundry ftates and countries in a difguife 
by which he eluded the enquiries of his 
parents. 

That in the courfe of thefe peregrina- 
tions, he was captivated by the irrelifti'ole 
charms of a young lady, on whole heart 
he had the good fortune to make atender 
impreflion : that their mutual love had 
fubjected both to many dangers and 
difficulties, during which they fullered 
a cruel reparation 5 after the torments of 
which, he had happily found h°r in 
England, where fire now lived entirely 
cut off from her native country and con- 
nections, and dellitute of every other 
refource but his honour, love, and pro- 
tection ; and, finally, that he was de- 
termined to combat his own denies, how 
violent foever they might be, untii he 
Should have made fome fuitable provi- 
fion for the conferences of a Stricter 
union with the miftrefs of his foul, that 
he might not by a precipitate marriage 
ruin the perfon whom he adored. 

This end he propofed to attain, by 
an application to the court of Vienna, 
which, he did not doubt, would have 
fome regard to his o%vn fervice and that 



of his father; and thither he refolved 
to repair with thefirlt opportunity, now 
that be had found a friend with whom 
he could inlruft the ineftimable jewel 
of his heart. 

He likewife gave our hero to under- 
stand, he had been eight months in 
England, during which he had lived in 
a frugal manner, that he might not nn- 
necefir.rily exhauli. the money he had 
been able to raife upon his own credit ; 
that hitherto he had been obliged to 
deter his departure for Germany, on 
account of his attendance upon the mo- 
ther of his miltref's, who was lately dead 
of forrow and chagrin ; and that fince 
he refided in London, he had often 
heard of the celebrated Count Fathom, 
though he never imagined that his fri. nd 
Ferdinand could be diftinguilhed by 
that appellation. 



CHAP. VIII. 

FATHOM JUSTIFIES THE PROVERE, 
' what's BRED IN THE EON E 



' WHAT'S ERE!) IN THE EON E 
' WILL NEVER. COME OUT OF 
{ THE FLESH.' 



SOME circum trances of this con- 
verfation made a deep impreffion 
upon the mind of our adventurer ; who, 
neverthelefs, concealed his emotions 
from the knowledge of his friend, and 
was next day introduced ro that hidden 
treafure, of which Renaido had lpoke 
iubh rapture and adoration. It 
was not without reafon he- had expati- 
ated upon theperfonal attractions of this 
young lady, whom (for the prefent) we 
ihall call Monimia, a name that implies 
■ V: Situation. When (he entered 
the rooYnj even Fathom, whole eyes hid 
been fated with beauty, was ftruck 
1 with admiration, and could fcarce 
recollect liimfelf lo far as to perform the 
ceremony of his introduction. 

She feemed to be about the age of 
eighteen: her Stature was tall ; her mo- 
tion graceful ■-, a knot of artificial flow- 
ers reftrained the luxuriancy of her fine 
back hair that ilowed in Alining ringlets 
2-. I own herfnbwy neck. The contour of 
her face was oval ; her forehead remark- 
ably high I her complexion clean and 
delicate, though not florid; and her 
eyes were fo piercing as to Strike the 
foul of every beholder: yet, upon this 
occaiion, one half of their vivacity was 

eclipfed 
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eclipfed by a langui thing air of melan- 
choly concern ; winch, while it in a 
manner (heathed the edge of her beauty, 
added a moft engaging fweetnefs to her 
looks: in (liort, every feature was ele- 
gantly perfect ; ami the harmony of the 
wliole rav idling and delightful. 

It was eafy to perceive the mutual 
feniiments of" the two lovers, at meet- 
ing, by the pleafure that fenfibly dif- 
i itklrf in the countenances of both. 
Fathom was received by her as the in- 
tim..te friend of her admirer, whom (lie 
had often heard of in terms of the molt 
fincere affection; and the converfation 
was carried on in the Italian language, 
mfie (he was a foreigner who had not 
a-. \et made great proficiency in the 
knowledge of the Englilh tongue. Her 
underltanding was luch as, inltead of 
diminifnir.g, reinforced theprepofleffion 
which was infpired by her appearance; 
and if the fum total of her charms 
could not melt the heart, it at leait ex- 
cited the ajv.tite of Fathom to fuch a 
degree, that he gazed upon her with 
fuch violence of defire, as had never 
transported him before; and inftantly 
began to harbour thoughts not only de- 
itructive to the peace of his generous 
pa*ron, but alfo to the prudential max- 
ims he had adopted on his firft entrance 
into life. 

We have already recorded divers in- 
stances of his conduct, to prove that 
there was an intemperance in his blood, 
which often intejfered with his caution: 
and although i.e h ii found means to 
render tVis heat fometimes fublervient 
to his intereli; yet, in all probability, 
Heaven mingled the ingredient in his 
conltitution, on purpole to counteract 
his confummate craft, defeat the vil- 
lainy of his intention, and at hit ex- 
poie him to the julticc of the law, and 
the contempt of his fellow-creatures. 

Stimulated as he was by the beauty 
of the incom| I 

faw thr.t the conqueft of her heart v. 
cult hint <i tboufand times more labour 
and addrefs than all the victories he had 
ever atchieved : for, betides her fuperior 
underltanding, her fentiments of ho- 
nour, virtue, gratitude, religion, and 
piide of bum, her heart was already 
engaged by the tendered ties of love 
and obligation, to a man whole peilon 
and acquired accomplishments at lealt 
equallcJ bis own ; and whole connection 
With '•' '■' '• •'■• of fuch a nature, as raifed 
. >untablc bar to his de« 



lign; becaufc, with what face could he 
commence i ival to the perfon wh 

ly had railed him from want and fervili- 
tv, and whole owngenerofitv had re! i 
him from the miferiesof a dreary gaol. 

Notwithstanding theft reflections, he 
would not lay afide an idea which lb 
agreeably flattered his imagination. He, 
like every other projector in the fame 
circumftances, was fb partial to his own 
qualifications, as to think the lady 
would foon perceive a difference between 
him and Renaldo, that could not fail to 
turn to his advantage in her opinion. 
He depended a good deal on the levity 
and inconltancy of the fex ; and did 
not doubt, that, in the courl'e of their ac- 
quaintance, he thou Id profit by that lan- 
guor whichoften creeps uponand flattens 
the intercourfeof lovers cloyed with the 
fight and converfation of each other. 

This way of arguing was very na- 
tural to a man who had never kn 
other motives than thofe of fenfuality 
and convenience ; and, perhaps, upon 
theft maxims, he might havefuccee I I 
with nine-tenths of the fair- fex : but, 
for once, he erred in his calculation. 
Monimia's foul was perfect ; her virtue 
impregnable. His fir It approaches were, 
as ufual, performed by the method of 
intinuation, which fucceeded fo well, 
that in a few days, he actually acquired 
a very diltinguifhed (lure of her favour 
and elteem ; to this he had been recom- 
mended in the warmelt (train of ex- 
aggerating friendship, by her dear Re- 
naldo; lb that placing the molt unre- 
ferved confidence in his honour and 
integrity, and being almoft quite def- 
titute of acquaintance, (lie mad 
fcruple of owning herfelf pleaftd with 
his company and converfation ; and 
therefore he was never abridged i.) point 
of opportunity. She had to i nm ii 
difcernment to overlook Ins uncommon 
talents an I . ible addrefs, and too 
much fufceptibility toobftrvethem 
indifference, She not only reg ■. 
him as the confident of her , but 

admired him as a perfon whole attach- 
ment did honour to Count Melville's 
ej (he found his difeourfe re- 
ibly entertaining, his polit 
I with an air of uncommoa lin- 
ceiit) ; and (lie was ravifi h his 

(kill in mufick, an art of whi h (h 
deeply enamoured. 

While hi thus ingratiate 1 hin 
with the fair Monimia, Renaldo i , i 
at their intimacy, 
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in the thought of having found a friend 
who could amufe and protect the 
creature in his abfence. That (he might 
be the better prepared for the temporary 

1 which he meditated, he b 
to be lefs frequent in Ins vilits, or ra- 
ther to interrupt by gradual intermif- 
lions the conliant attendance he hud 
bellowed upon her iince her mother's 
■. This alteration fhe was enabled 
to bear by th uities of Fathom, 

when me undi rfl her lover was 

imiifpenftbly employed in negotiating a 
: 1.:' oJ money for the purpofes of his in- 
iyage. This was really thecafe: 
for, as -the leader hath been already in- 
formed, the proviiiOi) he had made for 
. emergency was expended in behalf 
of our adventurer; and the perfons of 
whom he had borrowed it, far from 
approving of the ufe to which it was 
put, and accommodating him with a 
tieih fupply, reproached him with his 
benevolence as an act of difhonefty to 
them ; ami, iultead cf favouring this 
leeond application, threatened to diftreis 
hi ■: for what he had already received, 
te endeavoured to furmount thefe 
difficulties, f.is frriall reverfion was 
quite exhauiled, and he law hiuii'eli' on 
the brink of wanting the common ne- 
. Ukries or life- 
There was no difficulty which he 
1 uhi not have encountered with for- 
titude, had he alone been concerned; 
but his afTec~Hoa and regard for Mo- 
nimia were of fuch a delicate nature, 
that, far from being able to bear the 
prcfpecl of her wanting the leait con- 
venience, he couid net endure that fhe 
ftiould fufpec't her fituation co't him a 
moment's perplexity ; becaufe lie fore- 
law it wiouid wring her gentle heart 
with imfpeakable anguiihand vexation. 
This, therefore, he endeavoured to anti- 
cipate, by expreifiotts of confidence in 
the emperor's equity, and frequent de- 
mons touching the goodnefs and 
feciaity ct that credit from winch he 
deaved ins preient fubfntence. 



chap. ix. 

ANECDOTES OF POVERTY, AND 
£ JiPERlMBNTS FOR THE BENEFIT 
Ot THOSE WHOM IT MAY CON- 
CERN. 

I S affairs being thus cirenmftan- 
ced, it is not to bel "applied that 
he palled his time in tranquility. Eye-' 



ry day ufhercd in new demands and 
frefh anxiety : for, though his cecono- 
my was frugal, it could not be fup- 
I without money; and now not 
only his funds were drained, but alfo 
his private friends tired of relieving his 
domeftickneceffities. Nay, they began 
to relinquifh his company, which for- 
merly they had coveted ; and thofewho 
Itill favoured him with their company, 
embittered that favour with difagreeable 
advice mingled with impertinentreproof. 
They loudly exclaimed againlt the lalt 
inilance of his friendfhip for Fathom as 
a piece of wrong-headed extravagance, 
which neither his fortune could afford, 
nor his conlcience excule ; and alledged, 
that fuch fpecimens of generality are 
vicious in any man, let his finances be 
never fo opulent, if he has any rela- 
tions of his own who need his affilt- 
ance ; but altogether f'candalous, not to 
fay unjulf, in aperfon who depends for 
his own lupport upon the favour of his 
friends. 

Thefe expollulations did not even re- 
fpe6f. the beauteous, the accomplifhed, 
the gentle-hearted, the orphan Moni- 
mla. Although they owned her per- 
fections, and did not deny thatit would 
be highly meritorious in any man of 
fortune to make her happy, they disap- 
proved of Renaldo's attachment to the 
fair beggar, made light of that intimate 
union of hearts which fublilted between 
the two lovers, and which no human 
consideration could diffolve; and fome 
among them, in the confummation of 
their prudence, ventured to hint a pro- 
pofal of providing for her in the fervice 
of fome lady of fafhion. 

Any reader of fenfibility will eafily 
conceive how thefe admonitions were 
rehflied by a young gentleman whole 
pride was indomitable, whofe notions 
of honour were fcrupuloufly rigid and 
romantick, whofe temper was warm, 
and whofe love was intenfe. Every fuch 
fuggeftion was as a dagger to his foul ; 
and what rendered the torture more ex - 
quilite, he lay under obligations to thole 
very perfons, whole felfifh and fordid 
fcntiments.he difdained : fo that he was 
reft rifted by gratitude from giving vent 
to his indignation ; and his forlorn, cir- 
cnmltances would not permit him to 
renounce their acquaintance. While he 
ftruggled with thefe mortifications, his 
wants grew more and more importunate, 
and his creditors became clamorous. 

Fathom, to Y/J)Qin all his grievances 

were 
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were difclofcd, lamented his bard h ip 
with all the demon ftrariom of fym- 
pathy which he could expect to find in 
fuch a zealous adherent ; lie upbi 
himfeli inceffantly as the caulc of^iis 
patron's dnireis ; took Ciod to 
that he would rather have perifhed in 

faol, than have enjoyed his liberty, had 
e known it would have co(i his dearelt 
friend and benefactor one-tenth part 
of the anguifti he now law him fuffer; 
and, in conclufion, the fervency of his 
affection glowed to Inch a degree, that 
he ottered to beg, fteal, or plunder on 
the highway, forRenaldo's abidance. 
Certain it is, he might have if col- 
lected a lets difagreeable expedient 
any ofthefe, to alleviate the pangs of; 
unhappy lover: for, at that ver) p 
lie was pofleffed of money and mov tables 
to the amount of a much greater fum 
t!ian that which was necelfary to remove 
the ffevereff pangs of the count's mis- 
fortune. But, whether he did not re- 
flect upon this refource, or was willing 
to let Melville be better acquainted w 
advenity, which is the great ft 
life, I flvili leave the reader to deter- 
mine. Vet, lo far was he from ftipply- 
ing the wants of the young Hungarian, 
that he did not fcrupleto receive a (hare 
of the miferable pittance which that 
gentleman made ihift to extort from the 
complaifance of a few companions, 
whole countenance he If ill enjoyed. 

Renaido's life was now become a l'a- 
crifice to the molt poignant dim 

t Ins whole time \ 

a double fcheme, co ling his 

efforts to render his departure pra&i- 

i expedients for vailing the 

. daily bread. With regard 10 

the fair, he exerted himfelf among a 

r merchants, lbnie of whom .. 
his family and expectations; and, for 
the lair, he was fain to depend upon the 
afnftanceof a few intimates, who were 

n condition to fuinilh ; 
fums of confequence. .' . id , how- 

. gradually dropped off, on prete 
of friendly relcntmenl . 
condu.J; fa that he found himf I 
and deleted by ..II 1/. . compa- 

nions, except one- gentleman, 
whom he had lived in the m 

of the in ien 1(1 

unbounded bene* 

■ 
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feiitiments of the gratitude, love, and 

.1, which were due to the author of 

thcle obligations, that he would have 

id down his own life foi h 
intereit or ; e. lie had already 

Ixen at different times accommodal 
by this benefactor, with occasional fup- 
piies, amounting in the whole to about 
forty or lifty pounds; and fo fearful 
was he of . y which he 

might forfeit th i l-will of this gen- 

tleman, that he Itruggled with unpa- 
ralleled difficulty and vexation, before 
could prevail upon himfelf' to-put his 
liberality tc another proof. 

ns of delicacy will not 
the dire calls of neceffity infringe! 
Reduced to the alternative of applying 
or.ee more to tiiat beneficence winch had 
never failed him, or of feeing Menimia 
Itarve, lit chofe the firll, as of two 
evils th d Fathom 

with a le -. j; Uternefs of 

his c iic. it was not without trepida- 
tion that he received in the evening, 
from his melTenger, an anfiver to this 
I : but what were his pangs when 
he learned the contents! The ge 
man, after having profefl'ed himfelf 
iril{e's lincere.well wifher, gave him 
to under ftand, that he ^?.s refblvedfor 
the future to detach himfelf from . 
correfpondence which would be incon- 
venient for him to maintain; that he 
confide red h.s intimacy with the count 
in tau light: yet, neverthelefs, «if his 
Is was really as great as he had 
defcribed it, he would liiil contribute 
fomething towards his relief, and ac- 
cordingly had lent by the bearer live 
guine that purpofe; but defired 

him lo tai i th in lb d • 

he laid h - difficulty. 

Renaido's grief and mortification at 
nt were unfp 
he nowfawdemolif] i be- 

twixt him andth 

and woe ; he b Is of his 

1 toihe bl :ake(t fcenc 

y and want; and he deeply re- 

of the letter, by 

I as 

... 

■ he 

.1 Willi !.. 

■ provide 
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him with the money and another billet, 
intimating, in the molt refpeclful terms, 
that he approved of his friend's new- 
I maxim, which, for the future, 
h ■ mould always take care to remember; 
and that he had lent back the lalt in- 
ffance of his bounty, as a proof how 
little he was dilpofcd to incommode his 
benefactor. 

This letter, though fincerely meant, 
and written in a very ferious mood, the 
gentleman confidercd as an ungrateful 
piece of irony ; and in that opinion 
complained to feveral perfons of the 
count's acquaintance, who unanimoufly 
exclaimed again ft him as a fordid, un- 
thankful, and profligate knave, that 
abui'ed and reviled thofe very people 
who had generoufly befriended him, 
whenever they found it inconvenient to 
nourifh his extravagance with farther 
fupplies. Notwithstanding thefe accu- 
sed oppreiTions, he it ill perfevered 
with fortitude in his endeavours to dif- 
mgle himfelf from this maze of mi- 
leiy. To thefe he was encouraged by a 
letter which about this time he received 
from his filter, importing, that ike had 
good reafon to believe the real will of 
her father had been fupprefTed for cer- 
tain fmilter views ; and defiring him to 
batten his departure for Hungary, where 
lie would ftill find fome friends who 
were both able and willing to fupport 
his caule. He had fome trinkets left ; 
the pawn -brokers Ihop was (till open ; 
and hitherto he made fhift to conceal 
from Monimia the extent of his aliiic- 
tion. 

The money -broker w'nom he employ- 
ed, after having amufed him with a va- 
riety of fchemes, which ferved no other 
tJurpofethan that of protracting his own 
job, at length undertook to make him 
acquainted with a let of monied men 
"who had been very adventurous in lend- 
ing Aims upon perfonai fecurity; he was 
therefore introduced to their club in the 
moll favourable maimer, after the bro- 
ker had endeavoured to prepoffefs them 
feparately, with magnificent ideas of 
family and fortune. By means of 
I'his anticipation, he was received with 
n fnanifelt relaxation of that feverity 
which people of this'clafs mingle in their 
its to the world in general, and 
6V( a vied with each other in their 
ii^monftrations of hofpitality andrefpect; 
for every one in particular locked upon 



him as a young heir, who would bleed 
freely, and mortgage at cent, per cent. 
Renaldo, buoyed up with thefe exte- 
rior civilities, began to flatter himfelf 
with hopes of fuccefs ; which, however, 
were foon checked by the nature of the 
converfation ; during which the chair- 
man upbraided one of the members in 
open club, for having once lent forty 
pounds upon (light fecurity : the perfon 
acculed alledged in his own defence, 
that the borrower was his own kinfman, 
whofe funds he knew to be fufficient ; 
that he had granted his bond, and been 
at the expence of infuring his life for 
the money ; and, in conclufion, had 
difcharged it to the day with great punc- 
tuality. Thefe allegations were not 
deemed exculpatory by the reft of die 
allcmbly, who with one voice pronounc- 
ed him guilty of unwarrantable raflinefs 
and indiicretion, which, in time coming, 
mult undoubtedly operate to the preju- 
dice of his character and credit. 

This was a bitter declaration to the 
young count; who, neverthelefs, endea- 
voured to improve the footing he had 
gained among them, by courting their 
company, conforming to their manners, 
and attentively lifteningtotheir difcourfe. 
When he had cultivated them with great 
affiduity for the fpaCe of fome weeks, 
dined at their houfes upon prefling in- 
vitations, and received repeated offers of 
fervice and friendship, believing that 
things were now ripe for the purpofe, 
he one day, at a tavern to which he had 
invited him to dinner, ventured to dif- 
cloie his frtuation to him whofe counte- 
nance was the lealt unpromiling; and 
as he introduced the bufinefs witli a pro- 
pofal of borrowing money, heperceived 
his eyes fparkle with a vilible alacrity, 
from which he drew an happy prelage. 
But, alas ! this was no more than a 
tranfient gleam of funfhine, which was 
fuddenly obumbrated by the fequel of 
his explanation ; infomuch, that when 
the merchant understood the nature of 
the fecurity, his vifage was involved in 
a molt difagreeable gloom, and his eyes 
diftorted into a molt hideous obliquity 
of virion: indeed, he fqtiinted fo hor- 
ribly, that Renaldo was amazed and 
almolt affrighted at his locks, until he 
perceived that this distortion proceeded 
from concern for a filver tobacco-box 
which he had laid down by him on the 
table, after having filled his pipe: as 

the- 
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the vouth proceeded to unfold his ncccl- 
fitic*, the other became gradually alarm- 
ed for this uurlil, to which he «! 11 1 I 
his eyes afkance in tin; preternatural 
(lii.vtion, until he ha i (lily fecured it in 
his (iock.Lt. 

»ing made this fuccefsful co . -. 
ance, he fhiftrd his eyes alternately 
from the young gentleman to the bro 

i conliderable | . during which 
he in filence reproach 1 I * in- 

troducing I'uch a beggerly varlet to his 
acquaintance; then taking the pipe from 
his mouth, ' Sir,' (aid he, addi effing 
himfelf to the count, ' if I had all the 
' inclination in the world to comply 
' witliyourpropoi.il, it is really net in 

* my power: my correfpondents abroad 
' have remitted Inch a number of bad 
' bills of late, that all my running caih 
' hath been exhaufted in fupporting 
' their credit. — Mr. Ferret, Aire I am, 
' you was not ignorant of my (ituation; 

* and I am not a iittle I'm prized that you 

* mould bring the gentleman to me on 
' bufmefs of this kind- but, as the 
' wife man obkrves, Bray a fool in a 
' mortar, and he'll never be nuifeJ' So 
faying, with a molt emphatick glance 
directed to the broker, he rung the bell, 
and called for (he reckoning; when find- 
ing that he was to be theguelt of Renal- 
do, he thanked him drily for his good 
cheer, and in an abrupt manner took 
himfelf away. 

Though baffled in this quarter, the 
young gentleman wculd not defpair ; 
but forthwith employed Mr. Ferret in 
an application to another or the fociety ; 
who, after having heard the terms or 
his commifflon, defired him to tell his 
principal, that he could do nothing 
without the concurrence of his partner, 
who happened to be at that time in one 
of our American plantations; a third 
being folicited, excufed himfelf on ac- 
count of an oath which he had . 
taken on the back of a cor.fiderable lof 5 ; 
a fourth being tried, made anfwer, 
it was not in his way; and a fifth can- 
didly owned, that he nevtr lent m 
without proper fecurity. 

the forlorn Renaldo tried every 
experiment without fuccefs, and now 
l iv tiie laft ray of hope extinguished. 
Will nigh deftitute of prefer. t luj , 
and encompafTed with unrelenting duns, 
be was obliged io k ■ 
and feel: fome comfoi' in th( Co w 
tion . :harming mil i ! his 
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: d fi ieini : yet even tl ':pe- 

1 the ex r of ad 

: the do : : him 

with the expectation of foin 
tradefman demanding pa\ 'm< m , when 
he endeavoured to amufe v.ith 

drawing, ibim- unlucky feature of tiie 
rtra it recalled the image of 
an obdui til r, and made him 

bli at the w,„ k of 1 n h iuis. 

n he fled for (better to the flattering 
creation of fancy, fbme abhorred idea 
alwaj s darted up amidft tiie gay vifion, 
and diflblved the pleating enchantment. 
Even the feraphick voice of Moniinia 
had no longer power to compote the 
anxious tumults of his mind: every 
long Die warbled, every tune Hie played, 

led to his remembrance lbme i'cene 
ot love an -is elapled, and over- 

whelmed his foul with the woeful cora- 
pai ifon of pait and prel'ent fate. He faw 
all that was amiable and perfect in wo- 
man, all that he held moll clear and /a- 
cred upon earth, tottering on the brink 
of milery, without knowing the danger 
ol her (ituation, and found himfelf un- 
able to prevent net tall, or even to fore- 
warn her of the peri! ; for, as we have 
already obkned, his foul could not 
brook the thought of communicating the 
tidings of uiitreis to the tender-hearted 
Montmia. 



CHAP. X. 

RENALDO'S DISTRESS DEEPENS, 
ID fathom's PLOT THICKENS. 

SUCH aggravated misfortune could 
not fail to affect his temper and 
deportment: the continual efforts he 
made to co:ic,:al his vexation produced 
a manifelt diffraction in his behaviour 
and > . He began to be feizad 

ht of poor Moni- 
whoija he therefore (hunned as 
11 • as the circumftances ol their cor - 

; and < 
< he went l rth alone to fome fo- 

; tv«4f 

: tS Of Ills foi- 

111 liltix ... means 

to I hlen the burden ol hi - woe. His 

■1 \\ iged with 
1 Ipa 

, thai he em itain- 
ed IN emg wai againfl 

, inr 

bis 
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his own wants with the fpoils he fliould 
■win : at other times he was tempted with 
thedefire of-putting an end to His mife- 
iTes and life together: yet thefe were 

but the traniitory fuggellions of li- 
ra ry madnei's, t! yielded to the 
dictates of" reafbn. From the execution 
of' tile rirll he was restrained by his own 
nations of honour and morality; and 
from ufing the other expedient, h 
deterred by his love for Monimia, toge- 
ther with the motives of phiiofophy and 
religion. 

While in this manner he fecretly 
rurled the worm of grief that pj 
•upon his vitals, the I i n in his 
countenance and conduct did not efcape 
the eyes of that cfilcerning j'oung lady. 
Siie was alarmed at the change, yet a- 
fraid to enquire into theibu ■ ., for, 
being ignorant of his di'trefs, fne could 
impute it to no caul'e in which hei happi- 
rieis was not deeply interel d. She had 
trbferved his drained complaisance and 
extraordinary emotion : fne had deiec 1 
him in rep it d attempts to avoid her 
cbihpanv, and taken notice of his i 

:cu in tl dark. Thefe were 

alarming fymptoms to a lover of he; 
licacy and pride: (he ftrove in vain to 
put the molt favourable conftru&ioja on 
what fire law ; ;.. , imputed the 

effects of his defpondence to the aliena- 
tion of his heart. Made miferable be- 
yond expreflion by thefe fufpicions, fhe 
imparted them fo Fathom, who by this 
time was in full pofleliion of her confi- 
dence and efleern, and implored his ad- 
vice touching her conduct in fuch a nice 
conjuncture. 

This artful politician, who rejoiced 

at the effect of her penetration, no 

fooner heard himfeif queftioned en the 

ibbjeel, than he gave tokens of furprize 

sr.d confufion, fignifying his concern to 

find fhe had dilcovered what (lor the 

honour of his friend) he wiihed had 

never come to light. His i 

en this c confirmed her fata! 

he conjured him in the 

her if he 

tnought Renaido's heart had contracted 

ent. At this quel 

rted with Ggns id extreme ... 

t,iori; and, ftifiing an artificial figh, 

' Su;e, Madam, 1 faid he, ' you cannot 

« doubt the counfs conltr.ncy ! I am 

« confident— he is certainly — I piottft, 

' ; [ad im, 1 am lb fliockeu ' 

:re he made a full nauis:, as if the 



conflict between his integrity and his 
friend/hip would not allow him to pro- 
ceed, and fummoned the moilluie into 
either eye. ' Then are my doubts re- 
' moved!' cried the afflicted Monimia: 
' I fee your candour in the midft of 
' your attachment to Renaldoj and will 
' no longer torment you with imperti- 
' nent interrogations and vain com- 
' plaints !' With thefe words, a flood 
of tears gufhed from her enchanting 
eyes, and fhe inftantly withdrew into 
her own apartment, where fhe indulged 
her fori ow to excels. Nor was hergnef 
unanimated with relentment. She was 
by birth, nature, and education, infpired 
with that dignity of pride which enno- 
bles the human heart ; and this, by the 
circumftance of her prefent dependance, 
was rendered extremely jealous and f'u- 
fceptible; ihfomuch that fhe ccuid not 
brook the leaff. fhadow of indifference, 
much lefsan injury of fuch a nature,from 
the man whom (lie had honoured with 
her affections, and for whom fhe had 
bliged and deferred her family and 
friends. 

Though her love was fo unalterably 
fixed on this unhappy youth, that with- 
out thecontinuation of reciprocal regard 
her life would have become an unfup- 
ble buicfen, even amidft all the 
iplendor of afduer.ee and pomp; and 
although fiV forelaw, that when his pro- 
tection mould ceafe, (lie muft be left a 
wretched orphan in a foreign land, ex- 
poled to all the miferies of want; yet, 
l'u ch was the loftinefs of her difpleafure, 
that fhe difdained to complain, or even 
demand an explanation from the fup- 
pofed author of her wrongs. 

While five continued undetermined 
in her purpofe, and fluctuating on this 
lea of torture, Fathom, believing that 
new was the leaion for working upon 
her pafiions, while they were all in com- 
motion, became, if poiTible, more ai'u- 
duous than ever about the fair moui ncr, 
modelled his features into a melancho- 
ly caft, pretended to (hare her diftrefs 
with the moft ernphatick fympathy, and 
endeavoured to keep her refentmen; 
j . ring by cunning infinuations, which,. 
h app irently defigned to apologize 
for his frii rved only to aggravate 

the guilt of his perfidy and dishonour. 
This pretext ot friendly concern, is the 
moll effectual vehicle for the conveyance 
of malice and dander j and a man's re- 
nt is never fo mortally flubbed, 

as 
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and integrity ; and the mio ! being over- 
charged ■■ 

COllfl 1 

to make himfelf necelTary ro I 

tion, and Rping correfpond^ 

ence, in the familiarity of winch he 



as when theaiT.liin begins with th( 
amble of, ' F01 my own part, I can 
i\ fay, that no man upon - 

* has a greater regard for him than I 
« hare, and it is with the utmoft an- 
< ml concern that I lee him mif- 

in i'uch a manner.' Then he 
proceeds to mangle his character; and hoped his purj ould certainly be 

;ood-natured hearers concluding he anfwered. 

en blacker than he is repreftnted, t the exertion of theft talents 

on the fuppofition that the molt atro- not limited to her alone. While he laid 
cious circumltances are fottened or fup- theft trains for the baplefs young lady, 
prelTed by the tendernefs or friendfhip he was preparing fnares of another kind 
of the accufer, exclaim, ' Good lack ! for her unfufpecling lover, who (foi 
' what a wretch he mutt be, when his completion of his miftry) about this time 

* bell friends will no longer attempt to began to perceive marks of difquiet and 

* defend him!' Nay, fometimes thele difpleafure in the countenance and de- 

.I-wilhers undertake his defence, and 
:heroufly betray the caufe they have 
efpouftd, by omitting the real'ons that 
may be urged in his vindication 



Both theft methods were pra&iftd bv 
the wily Ferdinand, according to the 
predominant pallion of Monimia : when 
her indignation prevailed, he expa i 
. his love and fincere regard for Re- 
lo, which, he laid, had grown up 
from the cradle, to I'uch a degree of fer- 
vour, that he would willingly part with 
life for his advantage. He fhed tears 
for his apoltacy ; but every drop made 
an indelible ftain upon his character; 
and, in the bitrernefs of his grief, (wore, 
notwithltandi:.^ Lis fondnefs for Renal- 
do, which had become a part ot his 



portment of his adored Monimia ; lor, 
oung lady, inthemidft of her grief, 
ed her origin, and over her vex- 
ation affected to throw a veil of tranquil- 
lity which ftrved only to give an air of 
dilgult to her internal difturbance. 
Renaldo, whole patience and philo- 
re barely fufficient to bear the 
)f his other evils, would have been 
quite overwhelmed with the additional 
burden ot Monimia's woe, if it had not 
aflumed this appearance of dill-llcem, 
which, as he knew he had not deftrved 
it, brought his reftntment to his affift- 
ance : yet this was but a wretched cor- 
dial to fupport him againft the baleful 
reflections that allaulted him from every 
quarter; it op. rated like thoft def| 



conftitution, that the young Hungarian remedies, which, while they Simulate 
deftrved the moft infamous deftiny, for exhausted nature, help to deftroy the 



having injured luc'n perfection. At 
other times, when he found her melted 
into filent forrow, he affected to excuft 
the conduft of his friend. He informed 
her, that the young gentleman's temper 

been uneven from his infai 
that frailty W3S natural to man ; 
he might in time be reclaimed by ftlf- 
conv'Ction ; he even hinted, that flie 
might have probably afcribed to incon- 

v what was really the effect of lome 
chagrin which he induftrioufly concealed 
. his participation: but, when he- 
found her difpoftd to lilten to this laft 
luggtltion, he deltroyed the force of it, 
by recollecting the circuml 
iiocTIuj nal iamb; , 1, he owned, 

would admit of no favourable con- 

; ion . 

By theft means he blew the coals of 

her jealouly, and inhanced the value of 

his own character, at the lame time ; for 

fhe looked upon him as a minor of faith 



very fundamentals of the constitution. 
He reviewed his own conduft with the 
utmoft feverity, and could not rccollecl: 
one circumftance which could jultly of- 
fend the idol of his foul. The m 

red to himfelf in this 
examination, the kl's excufable di I 
• He talked his 1 
tration to dilcover the cauft of this al- 
teration ; he 1 n ! i impatience to 
know it ; his difi failed him; 
raid (th I new not 
why) to demand an < 11 Hi <j 

fo.circun 
durfl to Fa- 

. nd- 

mind, with 
judice of our ad 

-, unab' 
toiu, ' . 

at leng '1 ina 
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wtfll the fair orprliaii ; and in an abrupt 
SKKffefsj tft; tfrVfl of liis I I con* 

fafioh', bfcgged to know if he had 1 

rhin'g fo 1) ir In t 
difpltaftfiti. MoHittiia h'ek'fi'rfg herfelf 
bluntly accolred in this uriufual fi 
after repeated instances of his referve 
and fuppofed mconftancy, cbttfidei 
«iuclbon as a frelri ioffiili ; and limimon- 
ing her whofepi't3e to her alfiftahcej im- 
plied with affectttJ tranquillity, or ra- 
ther with an a ; r of loom, that me had 
110 title to judge, neither did fhe pre- 
tend to condemn his conduct. Tins 
anl'wer, lb wide of that teiiden a I 
concern which had hitherto manifefttd 
itlelf in the dhpofition cf his amiable 
mi lire is, deprived him of all power to 
carry on the conversation, and he re- 
tired with a lew how, fully cbhvinced 
of his ha -lievahly loft tin- : 

he had poflcfled in her affection ; for, to 
his imagination, warped and blinded by 
his misfortunes, her demeanor feeined 
fraught, not with a trarnj" eh t' : gleam of 
ah'gcrj which a rerpe'^fcFul lover wculd 
foon have appeafed, but with that con- 
tempt and indifference which denote a 
total ' abfence of affection and efteem. 
She, on the other fcn^ mif-onftrued 
his Hidden retreat; and r.r-.-.v they beheld 
the actions of each other I ft the' 

fiile medium of prejudice and referit- 
t:r.;it. To fuch Fatal mifnr.dcrff.md- 
■I'-.s, the peace and happirfefs of v. hole 
families often fail a (hciifice. 



CHAP. XT. 

Ol". ADVENTURF.-R $ E ' C M F S AB- 
SOLUTE IN HIS POWER OVER THE 
PASSIONS OF HIS FR'.t:.:.; -lb 
E F F F C T S ONE HALF OF til S Ki .. 

NFLUENCED by tins dirt n-.if- 
take, the breads of thxrfd i 
lovers began to be invaded with ;'. i 
horrors 0? jralcnly: the tender-hearted 
Ivirnimi'a endeavoured to devour her 

. in filer.ee ; fhe in fecret bemoaned 
Ker forlorn fate without celling; her 
tears flowed without intenmffion from 
rnVht to morn, and ficm mora to night: 
lie iou ;'ht not to know the b'bject for 
which (he was forfaken ; fhe meant net 
to upbraid her undoer j her aim was to 

I f. queltered corner, in which fhe 

■ I. t •!". row ; whvre ihe 

fcuii-id'biood over the melancholy re- 



membrance of her former felicity, where 
fiie could recollect thofe happy fcenes 
file had enjoyed under the wings of her 
indulgent parents, when her whole life 
was a revolution of pleafures,and fliewas 
lurrounded with affluence, pomp, and 
admiration ; where (lie could, unmo- 
lefted, dwell upon the wretched com- 
panion between her paft and prefent 
conditio!', and paint every circumftance , 
of her mi dry in the moft aggravating 
colours, that they might make the deeper 
impreffiori upon her mind, and the more 
fp;edily contribute to that didolution 
for which file ardently wifhed, as a to- 
tal reieafc frdm woe. 

Amfdft thefe pinings, (he began to 
loath' all fuftenar.ee ; her cheeks grew 
wan, her bright eyes loft their fplendor, 
the rofes v.-tniflied from her lips, and her. 
delicate limbs could hardly lbpport their 
burden: in a word, her fole confola- 
tioh was limited to the profpect cf de- 
pofiting her furrows in the grave ; and 
hei only willt was to procure a retreat 
in which flie might wait with religna- 
tion for that happy period. Yet this 
melancholy comfort (lie could not ob- 
tain without the advice and mediation 
of Fathom, whom (lie therefore ftill con- 
tinued to fee and confult. While thefe 
confutations were held, Renaldo's bo- 
(bni was ravaged with tempeits of rage 
: '• detraction . He believed himfelf 
funer-feded in the affection of his niif- 
trefs, by forpe favoured rival, whole 
fuccefs rankled at his foul ; and though 
he fcarcedm H communicate the fufpicion 
to his own heart, his obfervation con- 
dly whiipered to him, that he was 
funplanted by his friend Fathom ; for 
Mcnimia was totally 'detached from the 
conversation of every other man, and 
h. had of late noted their intercourie 
with di (tempered eyes. 

Thefe confidcrations fometimes tranf- 
ported him to fuch a degree of frenzy, 
he was tempted to faeiifice them 
hc?h, '£$ traitors to gratitude, friend- 
(};ip, and love ; but fuch deliriums foon 
I el ire his honour and humani- 
ty. He would not allow himfelf to 
think amifs of Ferdinand, until fome 
rdbted mark of his guilt (hould 
ir;' and'this was fofarfiom being 
the cafe, that hitherto there was fenrce 
a prefumption. ' On the contrary,' laid" 
he to himfelf, ' I am hourly receding 
' ptb'oTs of his fympatby and--attach- 
* raent: not but that he may be the 

' innocent 
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' innocent cauft of my milhap. His 
4 iiij>ciii)i (salifications may have at- 

* tract ed the \;cd tin- 1 

* of that incoolxant fair, without his 

* being ftnfible • >; the victory be has 
' won; in , perhaps, fliocked at the 
' conqued be hath unwillingly made, 

* lie diftourages bet advances, tries to 

* ic.i'ou down her imjultifiablc paflion, 

* and in tiic mean lime conceals from 

* me the particulars, out of regard to 
' my happinefs and quiet. 1 

( mlei cover of theft favourable con- 
jectures, qui adventurer ftcurely pro- 
iccuted his (cheme upon the unfortu- 
nate Mouunia. He dedicated himfelf 
wlioliy to her fervice and converfaiion, 
except at thole times when his company 
was requclted by Renaldo, who now 
vei v feldom exacted his attendance. In 
his miniitrv about the per (on of the 
iteous orphan, this cunning inceii- 
lii ary mingled fuch awful regard, fuch 
rielting compallion, as effectually fcieen- 
ed him frora the fufptctop of treachery, 
while he widened the fatal breach be- 
tween her and her lover, by the molt di- 
abolical inlinuations. lie peprefented 
his friend as a voluptuary, who grati- 
fied his own appetite without ihc lealt 
regard to honour o| confeieuce ; and, 
with a (hew of infinite, reluctance, im- 
parted ibme anecdotes of his lenluality, 
winch he bad, feigned for the purpofe j 
then he would exclaim in an affected 
tranfport, 'Gracious Heaven I isitpof- 
' libic foi any man who has the lealt 

• title to perception or humanity, to in. 
■ jure fuch innocence and perfection I 
' For my own pait, had I been fo un- 

• defetvedJy happj — heaven and earth ' 
' Forgive my transports, Madam; I 
' cannot help feeing and admiring iuch 
' divine attractions ! I cannot help re. 

• tenting your wrongs i it is the cauie 
c of v irtue I efpoufe ; it ought to be the 
' cau ; '.- of .every iionelt man.' 

He had often repeated fuch apeftrophes 
as theft, which fheafciihcd to nothing 
cllL than (Leer benevolence and virtuous 
indignation, and actually began to think 
he hid made lome im pre Hi on upon her 
heart; not that lie now entertained the 
hope of an immediate triumph over her 
chastity. The mote he contemplated 
her character, the more difficult the con- 
quclt feemed to br ; he therefore altered 
his plan, and rcfulved to carry on his 
Operations under th? Iheltu of honour- 
able, piopoi'ila, foceiceing th-t a wifj of 



her qualifications, if properly managed, 
would turn greatly to the account of the 
hufbandj or if her virtue fhould prove 
refractory, that he could at any, time 
rid himfttfoi" the incumbrance, by de- 
ping without beat of drum, after 
he fhould be cloyed with polielhon. 

Elevated by thefe expectations, lie, 
one day, in the mid It of a preconcerted 
ihapfody, importing that he could no 
longer conceal the fire th.n preyed upori 
his heart, threw himfelf on his knees 
before ihe lovely mourner, and im- 
printed a kils on her fair hand. Thi 
he did not prefume to take this liberty, 
till alter fuch preparation as he thought 
had altogether extinguished her regard 
for .Melville, and paved the way for his 
own reception in room of that difcarded 
lover; he had fo far overfliot his mark, 
that Monimia, inltead of favouring Ins 
declaration, tiarted up and retired in 
fdence, her cheeks glowing with flume, 
and her eyes gleaming with indignation. 

Ferdinand no fooner recovered front 
the confufion produced by tliis unex- 
p'Cteci repulft, than, he faw the neceffity 
of coming to a fpeedy determination, 
!e:t the offended fair-one fhould appeal 
to Renaldo, in which cafe they might 
be mutually undeceived, to his 1 v.ttei 
te 2nd cpnfufionj he therefore fe- 
1 to deprecate her anger, by hum- 
ble fupplications, and by piote'ting that 
whatever tortures lie might fuffei by 
fupprelling his fentiments, (\\c fhdiild 
never again be offended with a decla- 
ration of his paflion. 

Having thus appeafed the gc;:t!e Mo- 
nimia, and difcovered that in Ipite of 
hej reftntment his friend itill kept pof- 
i of her heart, he determined to 
wo.k an effect uai fi-paration, I'o as that 
young lady, being utterly deftrted 
bj Melville, fhould he left altogether 
in his power. With this Chriltiah in- 
tention, he began to fadden his V'ifagf 
with a double (hade of penfive meJ 
choly, in the preftnee of Renaldo j to 
Rule a fticcefljon of involuntary fighsj 
to anfwer from the purpoft| to be i:. co- 
herent in his djfcouift ; and, in a word, 
to act the part of a peifon wrapt up in 
forrowful cogitation. 

Count Melville, foon as lie perceived 
fymptoms, very kindly enquired 
into the cauie of them, and was not u 
little alarmed to heat the aitful ami >va- 
Cye aiilwcrs of Fciduland j who, w t i» 
out viifcloiiiig the Jource oi lus diliju.^t, 
5 earne&ij 
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earncftly begged leave to retire into Come 
other coiner of the world. Rouzed by 
this intreaty, the Hungarian's jealoufy 
awoke, and with violent agitation he 
exclaimed : * Then are my fears too 
' true ! My dear Fathom, I compre- 
' hend the meaning of your requeft. 

* I have tor fome time perceived an holt 

* of horrors approaching from that quar- 

* ter. I know your worth and honour. 
' I depend upon your friendship j and 

* conjure you by all the ties of it, to 

* free me at once from the moll mife- 

* rable fufpenfe, by owning you have 

* involuntarily captivated the heart of 

* that unhappy maiden J' 

To this lblemn interrogation he made 
no reply ; but (bedding a flood of tears, 
(of which he had always a magazine 
at command) he repeated his defire of 
withdrawing ; and took God to witnefs, 
that what he propofed was folely for the 
quiet of his honoured patron and be- 
loved friend. 'Enough!' cried the un- 
fortunate Renaldo ; * the meafure of my 

* woes is now filled up.' So laying, 
he fell backwards in a fwoon, from 
which he was with difficulty recovered 
' to the feniation of the molt exquifire tor- 
ments. During this paroxifiiu our ad- 
venturer nurfed him with infinite care 
and tendernefs; he exhorted him to fum- 
mon all his fortitude to his affiltance; 
to remember his fore-fathers, and ex- 
ert himfelf in the imitation of their 
virtues; to fly from thole bewitching 
charms which had enflaved his better 
part; to retrieve his peace of mind, by 
reflecting on the inconltancy and ingra- 
titude Of woman, and amufe his ima- 
gination in the purfuit of honour and 
glory. 

After thefe admonitions, he amufed 
his ears with a forged detail of the gra- 
dual advances made to him by Moni- 
mia, and the Heps he hud taken to dif- 
courage her addrefics, and re eflablifli 
her virtue ; poiibning the mind of that 
credulous youth to Inch a degree, that 
'in all probability he would have put a 
fatal period to his own exigence, had 
not Fathom found means to allay the 
rage cf his extafy, by the cunning ar- 
rangement of oppofite considerations. 
He fet his pride again ft his love; he op- 
pofed his refentment to his foiiow, and 
his ambition to his defpair. Notwith- 
' {landing the balance of power, lb fettled 
among thefe antagonifts, fo violent were 
the fhocks of their i'ucceffive confli&s, 



that his bofom fared like a wretched 
province, harafTed, depopulated, and laid 
walle, by two fierce contending armies. 
From this moment his life was nothing 
but an alternation of ftarts and reveries; 
he wept and raved by turns, according 
to the prevailing gu(t of paffion ; food 
became a ft ranger to his lips, and fleep 
to his eye-lids; he could not fupport 
the prefence of Monimia ; her abfenc? 
increafed the torture of his pangs ; and 
when he met her by accident, he darted 
back with honor, like a traveller who 
chances to tread upon a inake. 

The poor afflicted orphan, worn to a 
fliado v with felf- confirming anguifii, 
eager to find fome lowly retreat, where 
fhe could breathe out her foul in peace, 
and terrified at the frantick behaviour 
of Renaldo, communicated to Fathom 
her defire of removing, and begged that 
he would take a finall picture of her 
father, decorated with diamonds, and 
convert them into money, for the ex- 
pence of her fubfiftence. This was the 
laft pledge of her family, which fhe had 
received from her mother, who had 
preferved it in the midft of numberlefs 
diltrelfes ; and no other fpecies of mifery 
but that which flie groaned under could 
have prevailed upon the daughter to part 
with it. But, exclulive of other motives, 
the very image itfelf, by recalling to her 
mind the honours of her name, up- 
braided her with living in depend,;, ce 
upon a man who had treated her with 
finch indignity and ingratitude; befides, 
(lie flattered herfelf with the hope that 
flie fhould not long furvive the lofs of 
this teltimonial. 

Our adventurer, with many profef- 
fions of forrow and mortification at his 
own want of capacity to prevent fiich 
an alienation, undertook to dilpofe ot 
it to the beft advantage, and to provide 
her with a cheap and retired apartment, 
to which he would conduit her in fafetv, 
though at the hazard of his life. In the 
mean time, however, he repaired to his 
friend Renaldo ; and after having ad- 
monifhed him to arm his foul with pa- 
tience and philofophy, declared thar 
Monimia's guilty paffion for him felt 
could no longer be kept within bounds 
that fhe had conjured him, in the moil 
prefllng manner, to aflift her in efcaping 
from a houfe which flie conlidered as 
the word of dungeons, becaufe flie was 
in it daily expofed to the fight and com- 
pany of a man whom fh« defeiled ; and 

that 
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that fhe had bribed him to compliance 
with her requelt, not only with repeated 
promifesofeterir.il love and lub nillion, 
but alfo with the picture of her father 
fet with diamonds, which fhe had hi- 
therto referved is the lalt and greatell 
teltimony or her affection and elteem. 

With theft words, he ureftnted the 
fatal pledge to the eyes of the aftonilh d 
youth, upon whom it operated like the 
poiionous light of the balililk ; for, in 
an inihmt, the whole paflions of his 
AjuI were in the molt violent agitation. 
What!' cried he, in anextafy of rage, 
is (lie fo abandoned to perfidy, fo lolt 
to fli.ime, Co damned to conitancy, to 
gratitude, and virtuous love, as to 
meditate the means of leaving me 
without decency, without remorfe ! 
to forfake me in my adserfity, when 
my haplels fortune can no longer 
flatter the piide and vanity of her ex- 
pectation ! O woman ! woman ! wo- 
man ! what firaile fliall I find to illuf- 
trate the character of the fex ? But 
I will not have recourfe to vain com- 
plaints and feeble exclamations. By 
Heave u ! fhe fliall not efcape; (he (hall 
not triumph in her levity; (lie fliall 
4 not exult in my diftrefs : no ! I will 

• rather facrifice her to my juft refent- 
' mem, to the injure. I powers of love 
1 and friendfliip. I will act the aveng- 
1 ing miniller of Heaven ! I will man - 
' gL that fair bolbm which contains fo 
' fal ft a heart! I will tear her to pieces, 
' and ftatter thofe beauteous limbs, as a 
' prey to the bealts of the field and the 

• fowls of the air!' 

Fathom, who expected this dorm, 
far from attempting to oppoi'e it's pro- 
grefSj waited with patience until it's 
hi it violence was overblown"; then, af- 
Juning an air of condolence, animated 
with that refolution which a friend 
ought to maintain on fuch occalions, 
clear count,' laid he, ' I am not 
' at all furprized at your emotion, be- 
' caufe I know whit a heart, fuicepti- 

• ble as yours, mult feel from the apof- 
' tacy of one who has reigned fo long 

1 object of your love, admiration, 
' and elteem. Your endeavours to drive 
' her from your thoughts, mufl create 

• an agony much more ftvere than that 
' which divorces the foul from the body. 
' Neverthelefs, I am fo confident of 
' vour viiiu; and your manhood, as to 
1 f ore fte that you will allow the trail 

• Monimia to execute that refolution 
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' which (lie hath fo unwiftly taken to 
1 withdraw herfelf from your love and 
' protection. Believe me, my belt friend 
' and benefactor, this is a Itep, in con. 
' fcquence of which you will infallibly 

* retrieve your peace of mind. It may 
' colt you many bitter pangs, it may 
' probe your wounds to the quick; but 

* thofe pangs will be foothed by thegen- 
' tie and falutary wing of time, and that 
' probing will rouze you to a due fenfe 

* of your own dignity and importance, 

* which will enable you to convert your 
' attention to objects far more worthy 

* of your contemplation. All the hopes 
' of happinefs you had cherifned in the 
' pofftllion of Monimia, are now irre- 

* coverably blafted; her heart is now 

* debafed beneath your coniideration ; 
' her love is, without all doubt, extin- 
' guifhed, and her honour irretrievably 
' lolt; inlbmuch, that were (he to pro- 
4 fel's forrow for her indifcretion, and 
' implore your forgivenefs with the moft 
' folemn promifts of regarding yon far 
' the future with unalterable fidelity 
' and affection, you ought not to reftore 
' her to that place in your heart which 

* (lie hath fo meanly forfeited, becmife 
' you could not at the fame time rein,- 
* k ftate her in the polftffion of that deli- 
' cateefteem, without whichthere is no 

* harmony, no rapture, no true enjoy- 
' ment in love. No, my dearRenaldo, 
' expel the unworthy tenant from vour 

* boforn ; allow her to fill up the mca- 
' fure of her ingratitude, by deftrting 
' her lover, friend, and benefactor. 

* Your glory demands her difmiflion; 
( the world will applaud your . genero- 
4 fity, and your own heart approve of 
' your conduit : fo difmcumbered, let 
' us exert ourftlves once more in pro- 
' motiiigyourdeparturefrom this ifl.md, 

* that you may revifit your father'* 
' houfe, do jufticeto yourfelf aud aniia- 
' ble filler, and take vengeance on the 
' author of your wrongs; thea dedicate 

* yourftrf to glory, in imitation of your 
1 reno vned anceltois, and flourilh in 
' the favour of your Iinpei ial patron. 

Theft icmunihancc-s had lucli uftel 
upon the Hungarian, that his lace >vt> 
lighted up by a tranlient gleam of latis- 
f..ction ; he embraced Ferdinand with 
great ardour, calling him bit pudr, )>, s 
Mentor, Ins good genius; and mtiejted 
him I" gratify the inclination of that 
fickle creature, fo tar as to convey her 
toanothei , without lolsot ton-, 

S a while 
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while lie would, by abfenting himfelf, 
favour their it treat. 

Our hero having obtained this permif- 
fion, went immediately to the (kirts of 
the town, where he had previoully be- 
fpoke a i'mall, though neat apartment, 
at the houie of an old woman, widow 
of a French refugee : he had already re- 
connoitred the ground, by founding 
his landlady, from whofe poverty and 
•complaifance he found realbn to expert 
all forts ot treedom and opportunity tor 
the accomplishment of his aim upon 
Jvlonimia's peri'on. The room being 
prepared for her reception, he returned 
to that difcon folate beauty, to whom he 
prefented ten guineas, which he pretend - 
'ed to have railed by pledging the pic- 
ture; though he himfelf acted as the 
pawnbroker on this occafion, for a very 
plain and obvious reafon. 
■ The fair orphan wasbverjoved to find 
her with fo fpeedily accbmplimed : (lie 
forthwith packed up her neceifuies in a 
trunk} and a hackney-coach was call- 
ed in the dufk of the evening, in which 
lhe imbark:d with her baggage and con- 
ductor. 

Yet the did not leave the habitation of 
Renaldo without regret. In the inltant 
of parting, the idea of that unfortunate 
youth was afTociated with every well- 
known object that prefented itfelf to her 
eyes ; not as an inconitant, ungenerous, 
and perjured fwain, but as the accom- 
plifiied, ilie virtuous, the melting lover, 
who had captivated her virgin heart. As 
Fathom led her to the door, (he was 
met by Renaldo's dog, which had long 
been her favourite, and the poor animal 
fawning upon" her as lhe palled, her 
heart was overwhelmed with fuch a 
gulh of tendernefs, that a flood of tears 
•if reamed down her cheeks, and /he had 
well nigh funk upon the floor. 

Ferdinand confulering this emotion as 
the Iaft tribute lhe would pay to .Renal- 
do, hurried her into the coach, where 
ihe foor. recovered her compofure; and 
in a little time he'ufhered her into the 
houie of Madame La Mer, by whom flre 
was received with great cordiality, and 
conducted to her apartment, with which 
lhe found no other fault but that of it's 
being too good for one in her forlorn 
lituation : here, while the tear cf gra -i 
titude ilarted in either eye, -lhe thanked 
our adventurer f - r his benevolence and 
kind concern, alluring, him, that lhe 



High to fliower down bleiTings upon 
him, as the orphan's friend and protec- 
tor. 

Fathom was not deficient in thofe ex- 
prtfftons that were bell adapted to her 
prefent turn of mind I he obicrved, that 
what he had done was in obedience to 
the dictates of common humanity, which 
would have prompted him to aflilt any 
fellow-creature in dilhefs ; but that her 
peculiar virtue and qualifications were 
fuch as challenged the u tin oil exertion 
of his faculties in her fervice. He (aid, 
that finely Heaven had not created fuch 
perfection in vain ; that (lie was deltined 
to receive as well as to communicate 
happinefsj and that the Providence which 
(he fo pioufiy adored, would not fail, 
in due feafon, to raife her from diltrcfs 
and affliction, to that honour and feli- 
city for which (he was certainly ordsin- 
ed : in the mean time, he intreated her to 
depend upon his fervice and fidelity; and 
the article of her board being fettled, he 
left her tothe company and conibhrion of 
her difcreet hoftefs, who foon inlinuatcd 
herfelf into the good opinion of her 
beauteous lodger. 

While our hero was employed in this 
tranfaction, Renaldo fallied forth in a 
fort of intoxication, which Fathom's ad- 
monitions had inipired ; and repairing 
to a certain noted coffee hcuie, engaged 
at chefs with an old French refugt-% 
that his attention, by being otherw:!j 
employed, might not (tray towards th-t 
fatal object which he ardently wiflied to 
forget. But, unluckily for him, he had 
fcarce performed three moves ot the 
game, when his ears were expofed to a 
dialogue between two voting gentlemen ; 
one of whom aiked the other it he would 
go and fee the orplvin acted, at one of 
the theatres ; obferving, as a farther 
inducement, 'that the part of Monimia 
would be performed by a young gentle- 
woman who had never appeared on the 
flage. At mention of that name, Re- 
naldo Halted ; for, though it did not 
properly belong to his orphan, it was 
the appellation by which fhe hail been 
diltinguifbed ever fince her leparatioh 
from her father's houie; and therefore 
it recalled her to his imagination in the 
molt intereiting point of view. Though 
he endeavoured to expel the image by a 
clofer application to his play, every now 
and then it intruded upon bis fancy, 
and at each return made a itronger im- 
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the fituation of an unfortunate baik 
Jt landed upon tome hidden rock, which, 
when *.he waul begins to bfcw, feels 
vvciy fa acceding wive more boillcrous 
th.m the former, until, with ineligible 
Jury, they lurmount her decks, l'weep 
evuv thing befoie them, and dafn her 
.ill to pieces. 

The refugee had obferved his hut 
emotion, which he attributed to an un- 
forei'een advantage he himfelt had gain- 
ed over the Hungarian -. but icing him, 
in the (eque!, bite his lip, roll lus eyes, 
groin, wiithe his body, ejaculate inco- 
herent curies, and neglect his game, 
the Huguenot concluded that he was 
mad ; and being leized with terror and 
difmav, juit up and fcampered off with- 
out ceremony or helitation. 

Melville, thus left to the horrors of 
his own thought, which tortured him 
with the npprehenfion of lohng Mont- 
mi a for ever, could no longer combat 
that i'uggeltion, but ran homewards with 
all theipeed he could exert, in order to 
prevent hfr retreat. When he c rolled 
the thic-ihold, he was rtruck with inch 
a damn of prefaging fear, that he durlt 
not in perlon approach her apartment, 
nor even, by questioning the fervant, in- 
form hunfclf ot the particulars hewam- 
(i koowj yet his ful pence becoming 
more inluppoitable than his fear, he 
rufhe.'.hom room to room in quell of that 
winch was not to be found ; and feeiftg 
Monimia's chamber-dour open, entered 
the deicitcd temple in a ftate of diltrac- 
tion, calling aloud upon her name. All 
was lileiit, rulita; y, and woeful. ' She is 
' gone!' he cried, (bedding a flood of 
tears; ' flic is for ever loll; and all my 

• hopes of h.ippinei's are fletl !' 

bo laving, he funk upon that couch 
on which Monimia had oftrepoied, and 

doried himleif to all the excels ot 
grief and dci'poiuicnce. In this deplo- 
rable couditten he was lound by our 
adventurer, who gently chid him tor his 
••.ii.: .[ lefbiution, and again re peiJed 
his lonow, by molding his relentment 
agair.lt the innocent cauieof his eliiqim t, 

ig beforehand forged the particulars 
cl pio.ocation. * Is it polfible,' lad 
he, 4 thai Renaldo can mil iclain the 
' . ilt lentiment of regard for a fickle 

* wcir.:m, by whom he has been So tin- 
( gratefully fui taken and io u: jultty 
' icorncd ? Is it pofliblc he can be lo 
' dilturbed by the lots of a cieature who 

bcrfell :-it to all virtue and deco- 



rum? Time and reflection, my wor- 
thy friend, will cure you of that in- 
glorious malady : and the future mif- 
condu6t ot that imprudent damfcl 
will, doubtlefs, contribute to the re- 
covery of your peace. Her behaviour 
at leaving the houfe where /be had 
received lo many marks of the moll 
delicate affection, "was in all refpeits 
fo oppofite to honour and decency, 
that 1 could fcarce refrain from tell- 
ing her I was (hocked at her deport- 
ment, even while (he loaded me with 
protections of love. When a wo- 
man's heart is ence depraved, the bids 
adieu to all reftraint ; (he preferves 
no meafures. It was notfimply con- 
tempt which (he expreffed for Renal- 
do; (he (eems to relent his being 
able- to live under her difdain ; and 
that relentment ttoops to objects un- 
wci'fhy of indignation. Even your 
dog was not exempted from the ef- 
fects of her dilpleafure: for, in her 
palfage to the door, (he kicked the 
poor animal as one of your depen- 
dants ; and in our wav to the apart- 
ment I had provided for her, (lie en- 
tertained me with a ludicrous com- 
ment upon the manner in which yeu 
firfl made her acquainted with your 
pafiion. All that modelty of carriage, 
all that chaltityofconverlation,all that 
dignity of gnef, which (lie knew (b 
well how to affect, is now entirely laid 
alide, and when I quitted her, fhe 
teemed the molt gay, giddy, and im- 
peitinent of her lex.' 
* Gracious powers !' exclaimed Re- 
naldo, (farting from the couch * am I 

• under the delufion of a dieam ; or 
' aie theft things really lb, as my friend 
' has lepieiented them? Such a total 
' and Hidden degeneracy is amazing! 

• i. c monltro'us and unnatural !* — ■ Such, 

• my dear count,' replied our hero, ' is 
' the caprice of a female heart, fickleas 

• the wind, uncertain as a calm at lea, 
' hx>d to no pi inciple, but iwayed by 

• every fantaftick guft of pafiion, or of 

• whiio. Congratulate yoorfelfj there- 
' fete, my (nend, upon your happy 

• delr. 6raftc4 from iuch a domcltick 
' plague; upon the voluntary exile of a 
' n..iHi fiom your bolbm : recollect 
' the tiiciaies Of your duty, your dif- 
' cretion, and your gloty, and think 

• upon the honours and elevated en- 
' juyment for which you are certainly 

• ordained. To-night, 1< t us over a 

* chearful 
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« chearful boltie anticipate your fuccefs ; 

* and to-morrow I will accompany you 

* to the houfe of an ufurer, who, I am 
c informed, fears no riik, provided 

* twenty per cent, be given, and the 
« borrower's life infured.' 



CHAP. XII. 

THE ART OF BORROWING FARTHER 
EXPLAINED, AND AN ACCOUNT 
OF A STRANGE PHENOMENON. 

IN this manner did the artful incen- 
diary work upon the pafTions of the 
credulous unlufpccling Hungarian, who 
prelTed him to his breaft with the molt 
cordial expreflions of friendfhip, call- 
ing him his guardian, his faviour, his 
fecond father, and gave himfelf up whol- 
ly to his advice. 

Next morning, according to the plan 
they had laid over night, they repaired 
to a tavern in the neighbourhood of the 
perfon to whom our adventurer had been 
directed, and were fortunate enough to 
find him in the houfe, transacting a 
money affair with a young gentleman 
who treated him with his morning's 
whet. 

That affair being negociated, he ad- 
journed into another room with Re- 
raldo and his companion, who were 
rot a little furpri-zed to fee this minider 
of Plutus in the fhape of a young 
fprightly beau, trimmed up in all the 
foppery of the fafliion ; for they had hi- 
therto always affociated with the idea 
of an ufurer, old age, and rulty ap- 
parel. After divers modifh congees, he 
begged to know to what he mould at- 
tribute the honour of their meffage; 
when Ferdinand, who acted the orator, 
told him, that his friend Count Mel- 
ville, having occalion tor a fum ot 
money, had been di reeled to a gentle- 
man of his name, * And I fuppoie,' 
added he, « you are the fon of the per- 

* fon with whom the affair is to be ne- 

* gociated.' 

« Sir,' faid this petit maitre, with a 
fmile, ' I perceive you are furprized to 
« fee one of my profeffion in the ap- 
< pearance of a gentleman; and per- 

* haps your wonder will not ceafe, 

* when 1 tell you, that my education 
« was liberal, and that I once had the 
« honour to bear a commiffion in the 
« Britifh army. I was, indeed, a firtt 

* lieutenant of marines, and wi'l ven- 



ture to fay, that no officer in the fer» 
vice was more delicate than myfelf, 
in obferving all the punctilios ot ho- 
nour. I entertained the utmoft con- 
tempt for all the trading part of the 
nation, and fuffered myfelf to be run 
through the body in a duel, rather 
than roll with a brother lieutenant, 
who was a broker's fon: but, thank 
Heaven ! I have long ago conquered 
all thole ridiculous prejudices. I loon 
obferved, that without money there 
was no refpe£t, honour, or conve- 
nience to be acquired in life ; that 
wealth amply fupplied the want ot 
wit, merit, and pedigree, having in- 
fhiLnce and pleafure ever at command ; 
and that the world never tailed to 
woriliip the flood of affluence, with- 
out examining the duty channels 
through which it commonly flowed. 
* At the end of the war, finding my 
appointments reduced to two (hillings 
and four- pence per day, and being 
addicted to pleafures which I could 
not pofiibiy purchaie fiom fuch a fund, 
I fold my half-pay for two hundred 
pounds, which I lent upon bond to 
a young officer of the fame regiment, 
on condition that he fnould inlure his 
life, and reftore one-fourth part of the 
fum by way of premium. I happen- 
ed to be lucky in this firft effay; for 
the borrower, having in fix weeks ex- 
pended the money, made an excurfion 
on the highway, was apprehended, 
tried, convicted of felony, and cut 
his own throat, to prevent the fliame 
of a publick execution ; fo that his 
bond was difcharged by the infurers. 
' In fnort, gentlemen, when I en- 
gaged in this bufinefs, I determined 
to carry it on with fuch. fpirit, as 
would either make my tortune, or 
entirely ruin me in a little time ; and 
hitherto my endeavours have been 
tolerably fuccefsful : nor do I think 
my proceedings a whit more criminal 
or unjult, than thole of other mer- 
chants, who drive to turn their monev 
to the belt account. The commodity 
I deal in is caih; and it is my bu- 
iinci's to fell it to the bed advantage. 
A London factor fends a cargo ot 
goods to market, and if he gets two 
hundred per cent, upon the fale, he is 
commended for his indultry and ad- 
drefs. If I fell money for one- fourth 
part of that profit, certain perfons 
will be fo unjuft, as to cry ftiarne 

4 upon 
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upon mc, for faking liich advantage' 
oi my neighbour's diltrefs : not earth- 
dering, that the tradr took tour times 
the fame advantage of thole peopl 
bought his cargo, though his lilk was 
not half lo great as mine; and al- 
though the money 1 fold, perhaps re- 
trieved the borrower horn the very 
jaws of dertruetion. For example, it 
was but velterday I laved a worthy 
man from being arretted For a linn of 
money, tor which he had bailed a ti lend 
who treacherously left him in the 
lurch; as he did not forefee what 
would happen, he had made no pro- 
virion for the demand, and his fphere 
of life fecluding him from all Ibrts 
of monied intercourfe, lie could not 
raif'e the cam by his credit ill the ufnal 
way of borrowing; lb (hat, without 
my afllltance, he mult have gone to 
gaol ; a diigrace which would have 
proved fatal to the peace of his fa 
mily, and utterly ruined his reputa- 
tion. Nay, that very young gentle- 
man from whom I jutt now pavfed, 
will in all probability be indebted 
to me for a very genteel livelihood. 
He had obtained the abfblute pro- 
mife of being provided for, by •• 
great man, who fits at the helm of af- 
fairs in a neighbouring kingdom ; but 
being deft irate of all other resources, 
lie could not have equipped himfelf 
for the vojage, in order to profit by 
his lor Ifhip's intention, unlets I had 
enabled him to purine his good for- 
tune.'' 

Renaldo was not a little pleafed to 
hear this harangue, to which Fathom 
replied with many florid encomiums 
upon the nfurer's good fenfe and hu- 
mane disposition : then he explained the 
errand ot his friend, which wis to bor- 
row three hundred pounds, in order to 
I e his inheritance, ol winch he had 
been defrauded in Ins ubfence 

' Sir,' find the Under, addreffing 
himfelf to Count Melville, ' Ipreu 
' to have acquiied by experience feme 
' (kill in pbynognomy; and though 
' there are fome faces lo deeply dil.uii- 
4 ed as to baffle all the penetration of 
' our art, there are others in which the 
' heart appears v/rth l'uth nakednefs of 
' integrity as at once to recommend it 
' to our good-will. I own, your conn - 

* tenance prepoliefTes me in your fa- 

• vour ; ami you fliall be accommo- 



* dated ti|>on thofe terms from which I 
' never deviate, provided you can find 
' proper iecurity that you jhall not 
' quit the liritifh dominions ; for that, 

* with me, is a condition fine qua nonS 
This was a very difagteeable decla- 
ration to Renaldo, who candidly owned, 
that as his concerns lay upon the con- 
tinent, his purpole was to leave Eng- 
land without delay. The ufurer pro- 
fefled himfelf lorry that it was not in 
his power to oblige him ; and, in order 
to prevent any farther importunity, al- 
lured them, he had laid it down as a 
maxim, from which he would never 
iwerve, to avoid all dealings with peo- 
ple whom (if need mould be) he could 
not iue by the laws of this realm. 

Thus the intervention of one un- 
lucky and unforeseen circumflance blalr-, 
ed, in an inlfant, the budding hopes of 
Melviiie; who, while his vilage exhi- 
bited the molt forrowful dilappoint- 
meni, begged to know, if there wai. 
any peribn of his acquaintance who 
might be leis ilrupulous in that parti- 
cular. 

The young gentleman directed them 
to another member of his profefiion ; 
ani, wiihing them fuccefs, took his leave 
with great form and complaifance. Tins 
in dance of politenefs was, however, no 
more than a flu ft to diicng.ige himfelf 
t'ne more ealily from their intreaties ; 
for, when the cafe was opened to the 
fecrwid ufurer, he blelfed himfelf from 
fuch cu Homers, and difmilled them with 
the molt mortifying and boorilh refulat. 
Notwithstanding theierepuliiss, Renaldo 
refolved to make one defperate pufh ; 
and, without allowing himfelf the Jealt 
relu.tc, foliated, one by one, not fewer 
than litteen pcilons who dealt in this 
of trafhek, and Ins propofals v.. <r 
rejected by eacii. At la.lt, fatigued b, - 
I, andexafperated at the ill lin- • 
■ •f his expedition ; and half mad 
v/ith the recollection of his finance-., 
which wen now drained to halt -a 
ciown, ' .Since we have nothing to a 
' peft,' ci I'd he, ' from the favoui ©f 

• CbriirianB, let o» have recotrrie to 

♦ the descendants of Judah. Though 
' they lie under the general reproach vf 
' nations, ,n a people dead to viunJb 
' and benevolence, and wholly devtnd 

• to avarice, hand, and exioitiun, the 
' rholt lavage of their tribe cannot ire* t 
' mc with more barb.uity of indihV- 

* rencc, 
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* rence, than I have experienced among 

* thofe who are the authors of their re- 

* proach.' 

Although Fathom looked upon this 
propofal as an extravagant fymptom of 
iefpair, he affected to approve of the 
fcheme, and encouraged Renaldo with 
the hope of fucceeding in another quar- 
ter even if this expedition fhould fail : 
for, by this time, our adventurer was 
half refolved to export him at his own 
charge, rather than he fhould be much 
longer reltri6ted in his defigns upon Mo- 
nimia. 

Meanwhile, being refolved to try the 
experiment upon the children of Ilrael, 
they betook themielves to the houl'e of 
a rich Jew, whole wealth they consider- 
ed as a proof of his rapacioulhels ; 
and, being admitted into his compting- 
houfe, they found him in the midft of 
half a dozen clerks, when Renaldo, in 
his imagination, likened him unto a 
minifter of darknels lurrounded by his 
familiars, and planning fchemes of mi- 
fery to be executed upon the haplefs 
fons of men. In fpite of thele fug- 
geftions, which were not at all miti- 
gated by the forbidding alpect of the 
Hebrew, he demanded a private audi- 
ence} nnd, being ufhered into another 
apartment, he explained his bufinel's 
with* manifeft marks of diforder and 
affliction. Indeed, his contulion was in 
fome meafure owing to the looks of the 
Jew; who, inthemidftof his exordium, 
pulled down his eye-brows, which 
were furprizingly black and bufhy, 
fo as, in appearance, totally to extin- 
guilh his vifage, though he was all the 
time obferving our youth from behind 
thofe almoft impenetrable thickets. 

Melville having fignified his requelf, 
c Young gentleman,' laid the Ifraelite, 
with a molt difcordant voice, ' what in 

* the name of goodnefs could induce 
' you to come to me upon inch an er- 
4 rand? Did you ever hear that I lent 

* money to Grangers without iecurity ?' 
— ' No/ replied Renaldo; 'nor did I 

* believe I fhould profit by my applicn- 

* tion : but my affairs are deiperate ; 

* and my propofals having been reject - 

* ed by every Chriltian to whom they 
« were offered, I was refolved to try 
« my fate among the Jews, who are 

* reckoned another fpecies of men.' 
Fathom, alarmed at this abrupt re- 
ply, which he fuppofed could not fail 
to dilgult the merchant, interpofed in 



the converfation, by making an apolo- 
gy for the plain dealing of his friend, 
who, he laid, was loured and ruffled 
by his misfortunes : then, exerting 
that power of eloquence which he had 
at command, he expoltulated upon Re- 
naldo's claim and expectations; de- 
icribed the wrongs he had futfered, ex- 
tolled his virtue, and drew a molt pa- 
thetick picture of his difirefs. 

The Jew liltened attentively for fome 
time ; then his eye-brows began to rile 
and fall alternately : he coughed, l'neez- 
cd, and winking hard, « I am plagued,' 
laid he, * with a fait rheum that trick- 
' les from my eyes without intermif- 
1 fion.' So faying, he wiped the moi- 
fture from his face, and proceeded in 
thele words. « Sir, your ftory is plau- 
' lible, and your friend is a good advo- 
' cate; but, before I give an anf'wer to 
4 your deimnd, I muff beg leave to 
' aik if you can produce undeniable 
' evidence of your being the identical 

* peifon you really aflume. If you 
' are really the Count De Melville, 
' you will excufe my caution ; we can- 
' not be too much on our guard againlt 

* fraud, though I muft own you have 

* not the air of an importer.' 
Renaldo's eyes began to fparkle at 

this preliminary quelfion ; to which he- 
replied, that he could procure the ttlti- 
mony of the emperor's mi sifter, to 
whom he had occaiionally paid his re* 
lpccts fmcehis firit arrival in England. 
' It' that be the cafe," laid the Jew, 
' tike the trouble to call here to-im;i- 

* row morning at eight o'clock, and I 

* will carry you in my own coach to 
' the houle of his excellency, with 
' whom I have the honour to be ac- 
1 quainted ; and, if he has nothing to 
' object againit your character or pir- 
1 tenUuns, I will contribute my aiiut- 

* ance towards your obtaining jultice 
' at the Imperial court.' 

The Hungarian was fo much con- 
founded at this unexpected leccption,- 
that he lrad not power to thank the mer- 
chant for his promifed favour, but 
itood motionlefs and filent, while the" 
ftreams of gratitude ran down his 
cheeks. This genuine emotion of thtf 
heart was of more weight with t!*s 
Jew than the eloquent acknowledgment 
which Ferdinand took the opportunity 
of making for his friend ; and he wa-s 
fain to dii'mifs them a little abruptly, 
in order to prevent a fecond diicharge of 

that 
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\)itf. lame rheum of which he had al- 
■ omptained. 

Melville iccolk fted nil that had hap- 
pened ns a dream, which had no foun- 
in truth, and was all d.iy long 
i:i a fori of delirium, produced by the 
alternate gulls of hope and fear that 
agitated his bofom ; for he was 
rot yet without apprchrnlion of being 
again difappointed by l'ome unlucky 
occurrence. 

He did not, however, fail to be 
tual to the hour of his appoint- 
ment", when the Jew told him, there 
would be no occalion for viliting the 
r.mbafi'ador, becaufe Renaldo had been 
the preceding dav recognized by one 
t i the clerks, who had been employed 
r.s a purveyor in the Imperial army ; 
r.nd who, knowing his family, con- 
firmed every thing he had aiiedged. 
' After breakfalr,' continued this be- 
nevolent Israelite, < 1 will give you an 

• order upon mv banker for five hun- 

• tired pounds, that vou may be ena- 

• bled to appear at Vienna, as the fon 
' and repreU. i r Count Melville ; 
' and yen (hail alio be furnimed with 

• a letter of recommendation to a per- 
' ion of lbme influence at that court, 
' whole frit nd Chip "and countenance 
' may be of fome fervice to your l'uit : 
' fur I am now heartily engaged in 
' your inters !t, in con il-c r ience of the 

r and unblemilh'- I ter which 

' i pad you have hitherto main- 

• tain.d.' 

1 he reader muft appeal to his own 
■ acquire 3 juft idea cf Renal - 
w'nen eveiy tittle of thefe 
fulfilled, and the mer- 
1 to take one farthing by 
way of premium, contenting himfelf 
i tile (lender fecurity ( r a perfonal 
bond. He was, in truth, ovet whelm- 
ed with the 1 11, and certainly 
difpofed to belivve, that his benefactor 

ii'iinan. As 
: it fathom, . meats took a dif- 

ferent turn; and he lei Jt to 

impute ail this kiitdnefg to l'ome d 

lid not at prdent compre- 
hend. 

After the tumults of the young geu- 
tlein m ";, jov h fit found 

himfeif eased of that burd.nfonr. 
\cit\, m 

long, hib thoa*ghi6j v.ineh before were 
I upon v. ts circumstan- 



ces of diftrefs, begaa to collect tbeia- 

lidvcs in a body, and to iu .r 

deliberations upon a (bbjeot winch 
they had been long accaftomed to con- 
; this was no other than the for- 
lorn Mordmia, whofe idea now emerged 
in Insboiom, being dileiuumbercd of 
one part of the load by which it had 
been deprelkd. He mentioned hec 
name to Fathom, with marks of the 
molt melting companion, deplored hep 
apoftafy, and, while he protefted that 
he had divorced her for ever from his 
heart, expreffed an inclination to fee 
her once more before his dcpaiture, that 
he might in perfon exhort her to peni- 
tence and reformation. 

Our adventurer, who dreaded fuch 
an interview as the infallible means of 
his own ruin, re lifted the propofal with 
the whole power of his elocution. He 
affirmed, that Renaldo's defne was a 
manifeft proof that he ftill retained part 
of the fatal poifon which that inchant- 
refs had fpread within his veins, and 
that the fight of her, foftened by his 
reproaches into tears and affec\ed con- 
trition, would difpel his rel'er.tment, 
difable his manhood, and blow the 
embers of his former pafTion to fuch a 
rage, as would hurry him on to a re- 
conciliation, which would deb.de Lis 
honour and ruin his future peace. In 
a word, Ferdinand deicribed the dan- 
ger that would attend the meeting in 
fuch empii itick terms, that the Hunga- 
rian darted with horror at the pieiuie 
which he drew, and in this particular 
conformed with the admonition of his 
h itiid. 

One hundred pounds of the Jew's 
money was immediately appropriate 
the. payment of his molt urgent debts; 
the like fum.hc piefented to his h 
Fathom, with .1 lolemn ' t 'romife c f thar- 
ing with him whatever | 
might nwait liim in (JeMinnv 1 and 
though Moninni had forfi il - tu 

his regard) fo UJ could he : pran 

of her diltrei'.-., that 
his dear companion with 
what remained,, to be exp 1 i> 1 

ufe, full, g to iiicii het fioin 

the fhov.k> an 1 '• i'ip' tions ot 

urcimulai.. I 1 ■ Ins 1 uii.i. lute 
would .aJiow. 

Fatli>io, far; J 
, kd Ins 1 ii'.u.tity wjtl) 1 1 

furing him, that (he I 1 in 

T 1 
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)m ITefBon of his bounty immediately 
after his departure, he being unwilling 
to make her acqu I - ith hi t ■ 

fortune before that period, lelt, find- 
in , liis r> tV^irs in a fair way of 1 
retrieved, me (bould be bafe enough to 
fhip his returning prosperity, and, 
by falie profeflions, and artful blan- 
dishments, Seek to cnSnaie his heart 
anew. 



C H A P. XIII. 

COUNT FATHOM UNMASKS H'.S 
BATTERY; 13 REPULSED, AND 
VARIES HIS OPERATIONS WITH- 
OUT EFFECT. 

EVERY neceffary preparation be- 
ing made, Renaldo, accompanied 
by our adventurer, too!: the road to Do- 
ver, when he emb rked in a packet- 
boat for Calais, after having fettled a 
correfpondence with his dear Ferdi- 
nand, from whom he did not part with- 
o,ut tears H fore Solicited him 

to be his fellow-traveller, that lie might 
perSonally enjoy the benefit of his con- 
versation, and Superior Sagacity j but 
theSe intreaties he ftrenuou . oStd, 

on pretence of his being determined to 
pnfh his fortune in Englai ich he 

confidered as his nat've country, and 
as the land in which (of all others) a 
man of merit has the belt encoui 
mEnt. Such were the reaSons he al- 
Jedgeu, for refuting to attend his bene- 
faclor, who was himSelf eagerly defi- 
rous of attaining a Settlement in the 
ifland of Great Britain : but our herb's 
real motives tor fraying were of a very 
different complexion. The reader is 
already informed of his aim upon the 
fair orphan, which at prefent was 
the chief Spring of his conduct; he 
may alio recollect fuel, pal 1 f his 

life as were Sufficient to del from 

re-appearing at Pi nna ; 

but, beiides thefe reflections, he was 
: by a full perSuaSson that Re- 
!o would fink under the 'power and 
influence of his antagonist, consequent- 
ly be rendered incapable to provide for 
his friends j and that he hin 
fraught with wiles and experience as 
lie was, could not fail to make himfelf 
amends for what he had Suffered among 
a people equally rich and unthinking. 
Melville having embraced our ad- 



venturer, and with a deep Sigh bid him 
take care of the unfortunate Monimia, 
committed himfelf to the Sea; and, by 
the afliftance of a favourable gale, was 
in four hours, Safely landed on the 
French fhore ; while Fathom took poft- 
horfes for London, where he arrived 
that fame night, and next day, in the 
forenoon, went to vifit the beauteous 
mourner, who had as yet received no 
intimation of Renaldo's departure or 
defign. He found her in the attitude 
of writing- a letter to her inconltant lo- 
ver, the contents of which the reader 
acquainted with in due time. 
Her countenance, notwithstanding the 
veil of melancholy by which it was 
overcaft, Seemed altogether Serene and 
compofed ; (lie was the picture of pious 

nation, and fat like Patience on 
a monument, pulling at grief. After 
having paid the compliment of the 
morning, Fathom begged pardon for 
having omitted to vifit her during three 
days, in which, he Said, his time had 
been wholly engroffed in procuring a 
proper equipage for Count Melville, 

had at lalt bid an eternal adieu to 
the ifland of Great Britain. 

At this information the haplefs Mo- 
nimia fell back in her chair, and con- 
tinued fome minutes in a Swoon ; from 
which being recovered, ' ExcuSe me, 
' Mr. Fathom,' cried flie, with a deep 
Sigh ; ' this, I hope, is the laft agony I 
' ihall feel from my unhappy paffion.' 
Then, wiping the tears from her lovely 
eyes, She retrieved her tranquillity, and 
del, ;ed to know by what means Renal- 
do had been enabled to undertake his 
journey into the empire. Our hero, 
upon this occafion, aiTumed the whole 
it of having promoted the inter'ett 
of his friend, bv giving her to under- 
fiand, that he, in confequence of an 
ur.fcrefeen windfall, had defrayed the 
expence of the count's equipment ; 

gh he obferved that it was not 

• ut reluctance he Saw Renaldo 
make a wrong uSe of his friendfhip. 

' Although I was happy,' proceeded 
this artful traitor, 'in being able to 
' diScharge my obligations to the houSe 
' of Melville, I could not help feeling 
' the molt Senlible chagrin, when I 
' Saw my aSiiltance rendered Subservient 
' to the triumphs of the youth's bafe_- 

* nefs and ' infidelity ; for he choSe, as 

* the companion of his travels, the 
' abandoned woman for whom lie had 

« forfaken 
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4 forfakcn the all-perfect Monimia, 

* whoie virtue and accomplishments 
4 did not prefervc her facrea from his 
4 ungrateful f.ue.tfms and unmannerly 

* ridicuh . me, Madam, I 

i fo (hocked at In 

* on that ami i'o much incenfed 
4 at Ins want of delicacy, that my 
4 temper was Ccarce fufficient foi 

4 ceremony of parting ; and now that 
4 my debt ro his family is ov< | 
4 have folemnly renounced his c 
ndence.' 

When Ihc heard that, inftead of be- 
; ng the lead fymptom of regret or 
compaffi n for her unhappy hue, the 

youth hail 
fall, and even made her a fubject for his 
mirth, the blood revifited her i 
cheel tment reftored to her 

ncy which (brrow 
before c Yet (he fcorn d to 

give fpeech tj her indignation; but, 
forcing a futile, ; Why (hoiild I repine,' 
laid (he, ' at th° mortifications 
4 which I di 1 from which, I 

4 hope, Ilea'. Ipeedily let me 

" free!' 

Fathom, fired by her emotion, wl 
had recalled all the graces of her beauty, 
exclaimed in a rapture, » Talk not lb 

* contemptuoufly of litis life, which 
4 hath ttill a fund of happinefs in ftoie 

the amiable, the divine Monimia. 
4 Though one admirer hath proved an 

* apoftate to his vows, your candour 
4 will not fuff t you to condemn the 
4 whole fex. Some I 

4 bofoms glow with pallion equally 
4 pure, unalterable, and intenfe. Fur 
4 my own part, 1 tcrificed to a 

id punctilio of honour the dearefl 
' ideas of my heart. 1 your un- 

4 rivalled charms, and deeply felt I 
4 power: yet, while a poflibility of 

* Melville's reformation remained, and 

* while I uned by i 

4 fortune from making a tender worthy 

* of your acceptance, I combated with 
4 my inclinations, and bore without re- 

* pining the pangs of hopelefs love. 
4 now that my honour is dil 

4 and my fortune rendered independent 

* by the lalt will of a worthy nobleman, 
4 whole friendfhip I was favoured with 
4 in France, 1 pn fume to lay mylelf at 
4 the feet of the adorable Monimia, as 
4 the molt faithful of admirers, w 

4 happinefs or miteiy wholly dep 
4 upon her nod. Believe me, 1 . 
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• thefe are not the profeflions of idl 
■ illantrs : Ifpt k the genuine, though 
4 imperfe£l,l of my h : woi ds 

>t do juf- 
4 tice to my love. I gaze upon your 
uty with 1 ' ; but 1 con- 

. your foul with 
4 fuch awful veneral -Ie 

4 whil I ipp 1 you, as if my vows 
re addreff ne luperior being.*" 

During this declaration, which was 
; unce I in the molt emphatick man- 
ner, Monimia was fucceflively agitated 
with flia'-i . 1, and grief; never? 

thelefs, (he fumn 

fophy to her :'id, and with a tranquil! 
! air, begged he w 
diminilh the obli rations he ha.l \\- 
conferred, by disturbing with 
fonal ' i a poor unhappy 

>had detached all her thoughts 
is, and waited im- 
patiently fort! Union which alone 
I put a period to her misfortunes. 
Fathom, im :_• were 
no other titan I ms of a tem- 

defpondence, 
which it was his bufinefs tooppofe with 
all his eloquence ind art, renewed his 
theme with redoubled ardour; and at 

in his defires, 
that Monimia, provoke I beyond the 
rof concealinj ntment, laid, 

lite was heartily tbrry 10 find herfelf un- 
der the neceflity ol him, that in 
lidft of her misfortunes lhecouldnot 
help remembering what fhe had I. 

from her I 1 all the 

: ! i ips,' added 
, ' you ha. I 5 the fa- 

4 ther of the once happy Monimia!' 

With li' Is fhe. retired into an- 

other chamber, le ir advent 

confounded by the repulfe he had i'v.l'- 
tained. Not 1 iged 

from proi'ecuting his aim : on the 
trary, this rebuff feemed to add frefh 
., to his operations. lie iw-.v 
tltought it high time to bring over Ma- 
La ."' 1 r to hit ir.; reft; and, to fa- 
cilitate her converfion, n opportu- 
nity ■ ig her with fome inconfi- 
derable \ 1 . after having am' ' 
lufible t : ■ pafTion 
for Monimia, ndertook 
the office of his n On the l'up- 
pofitton that his ho- 
nourable, and highly is to 

She was, firii of all, inverted with 

r 1 
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the office of obtaining pardon for the 
offence he had given ; and in this nego- 
ciation (he fuccteded lb well, as to be- 
come an advocate for his fuit; accord- 
ingly, me took all occafions of magni- 
fying his praile. His agreeable perfon 
was often the fubjectof her difcourfe to 
the fair mourner: her admiration dwelt 
upon his politenefs, good fenfe, and 
winning deportment: and (he every day 
retailed little ftories of his benevolence 
and greatnefs of foul. The defeel in 
his birth (lie reprefented as a circum- 
ftance altogether foreign from the confi- 
deration of his merit ; efpecially in a 
nation where fuch diftinftions are as 
little relpecled as they will be in a fu- 
ture Rate. She mentioned feveral per- 
fons of note, who balked in the funfhine 
of power and fortune, without having 
enjoyed the lfeaft hereditary affiftance 
from their fore -fathers. One, fhe faid, 
iprung from the loins of an o'olcure 
attorney, another was the grandfon of 
a valet de chambre, a third was the iffue 
of an accomptant, and a fourth the off- 
ipring of a woollen-draper: all thefe 
were the children of their own good 
works, and had raifed themfelves upon 
their perfonal virtues and addrefs; a 
foundation certainly more foiid and ho- 
nourable than a vague inheritance deriv- 
ed from anceftors, in whole delerts they 
could not be luppofed to have bore the 
leaft fhare. 

Monimia liftened to all thefe argu- 
ments with great patience and affability, 
though me at once dived into the fource 
from which all fuch inlinjiations flowed: 
flie joined in the commendations of Fa- 
thom, and owned herfelf a particular in- 
ftance of that benevolence which the old 
lady had ib juftly extolled; but, once 
for all, to prevent the lupplication which 
Madam La Mer was about to make, lhe 
folemnly protetted, that her heart was 
altogether fhut againft any ether earth- 
ly engagement ; and that her thoughts 
were altogether employed upon her eter- 
nal falvation. 

The afliduous landlady perceiving 
the iieadinefs of her difpofition, thought 
proper to alter her method of proceed- 
ing, and for the prefent lufpended that 
theme bv which Die found her fair lodger 
difobliged. Refolved to reconcile Mo- 
nimia to life before Ike would again re- 
commend Ferdinand to her iove,fhe en- 
oured to amufe her imagination, by 
lecounting the occafional incidents of 



the day; hoping gradually to decoy her 
attention to thole f'ublunary objects from 
which it had been induftrioufly weaned: 
flie feafoned her converfation with a- 
greeable falhes; enlarged upon the dif- 
ferent fcenes of pleafure and diverfion 
appertaining to this great metropolis j 
praclifed upon her palate with the deli- 
cacies of eating; endeavoured to fhake 
her temperance with repeated proffers 
and recommendations of certain cordials 
and reftoraiives, which fliealledged were 
neceffary for the recovery of her health; 
and preiled her to make little excurfions 
into the fields that fkirt the town, for 
the benefit of air and exercife. 

While this auxiliary plied the dif- 
confolate Monimia on one hand, Fa- 
thom was not remifs on the other : he 
now feemed to have facrificed his paf- 
fion to her quiet ; his diicourfe turned 
upon more indifferent fubje&s; he en- 
deavoured to difpel her melancholy with 
arguments drawn from philol'ophy and 
religion: on fome occafions he difplayed 
ail his fund of good-humour, with a 
view to beguile her farrow; he impor- 
tuned her to give him the pleafure of 
fquiring her to fome place of innocent 
entertainment; and, finally, infilled up- 
on her accepting a pecuniary reinforce- 
ment to her finances, which he knew to 
be in a mo ft confumptive condition. 



C H A P. XIV. 

monimia'shonourisprotected 
by the interposition of hea- 
VEN. 

WITH that complacency and for- 
titude which were peculiar to 
herfelf, this haplefs ftranger refitted all 
thole artful temptations. Her fufte- 
nance was barely Inch as exempted her 
from the guilt of being acceflary to her 
own death; her drink was the fnnple 
element: flie encouraged no difcourfe 
but that which turned upon the con- 
cerns of her immortal part ; me never 
went abroad, except in vifits to a French 
chape] in the neighbourhood; flie je- 
fufed the proffered affiftance of our ad- 
venturer with equal oblfinacv and po- 
litenefs, and with pleafure law herfelf 
wafting towards that period of mortality 
which was the confummation of her 
wifh. Yet her charms, far from melt- 
ing away with her conftitution, leemed 

to 
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to triumph over the decays of nature: 
ber (hap« th >t 

harmony for whi h they had alv 
been dilti ma- 

jelty and 1 I itfelf in her 

looks, and h r feeblenefs added to rlnt 

ice which ato 
the fympathy, 
tion ot every l>t. 
aflociates, thi 
to excite her id -is of p] 
flufted their plan, and refolved t > at- 
tack this forlorn beauty on the tide of 

ind moi i 
Our adventurer became lefs frequent 
in his vifits, and mon nt in his 

language and deportment; while 
dam La Mer gr taxed in that 

complacency and refpeft with which 
flie had hitherto behaved towards her 
She even began to drop 
hints of disapprobation and reproach 
again (I this pattern of innoc i 
beauty; and at length grewbol I 
to tell her, that her misfortunes could 
be attiibuted to nothing but her own 
obltinacy and pride ; that (he had been 
at great pains to c per- 

fon who was able and willing to 
her above dependence, and that ii 
protection mould be withdrawn, flic 
mult be expolld to the utmoit extremity 
of diltrefs. 

Thefe infinuations, inftead of pro- 
ducing the defired effect, inflamed the 
indignation of Monimia, who, in a molt 
dignified itile of rebuke, chid her for 
i licacy and prelum ptio'n, ob- 

fervin ' (lie coul 1 have no title to 

..3 with lodgers, \ 
punctuality and regular deportment left 
hei no roo i to complain. Notwith- 
ftanding this animated reply, (lie un- 
derwent the mott deplorable an 
when (he reflected upon the in'blence of 
this woman, from whole barbarity (he 
h d no : irce; and feeing no other 
poflibilit;, j refs, than that ot ap- 

.•.g to the goo • of Fathom, 

flie conn lucl nee fo far, as 

to complain to him of Madam La Mer's 
Incivility. 

Pleafi ! with this application, he 
her to understand, with very little cere- 
mony or preamble, that it wh 
pen! . herfelf, whether (lie (1 

continue to be wretched, or be 
vered at once from all her cares and 
f ; that, . the 

difdain with which (lie had treated his 



addrefles, he was Hill ready to lay him- 

r feet; and 
I the difinte- 

. Id, and 

n confi charge upon 

Ihe might be 

Interpreting 

.:ce, 

which was the refult ol wrath and - 

led to throw him- 

and utter a romantick 

lyj in the courfe of which, lay- 

tll that reftraint which he h id 

rto preferved, he feized her delicate 

I, and pre (Ted it to his lips; nay, 

i did lie forget himfelf on this oc- 

cafion, that 1. the fair creatine 

in his an ly raviflied a kifs 

from thole lips which he had before 

contemplated with the mi it ie- 

ce of d ' 

Having thus broken down the fences 

of decorum, and being heated with tianf- 

port, Ire, in all probability, would have 

part of rarquin, and 

violated, by force, th; I (brine of 

honour, beauty, and unbl mimed truth, 

had not the wrath kii , fuch an 

her with 

gth and fpiiiis fuffi ient to protect 

her virtue, and intimidate the ruffian 

who could c. eh pcr- 

-n. Siie broke from his 
embrace with (111 prizing agility, and 
called aloud to h for affifb- 

ance ; but that difcreet ma i re- 

folved tO "ill's 

appetite bi 'leu to a mod brutal 

Is, • ,' faid lie, 

' all opp .. •. what you have 

you (hall 
' yield to my power; and I am deter- 
' mined to 1 i to your own ad - 

' vantaj 

So ig, he f] ■ rds hi r, 

with the mo I 1 impiou 

tent; when this amiable heroh 
ing up his fword, which lay uj 

by-i : 

and - 

: 'Villain ! 

. my 
. . : 
' lii ill not 1- i ■ 

fo n,i,' h bodily d 

nner of 
! lur 

thing I • "d actually dif- 
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ordered ivs vvliole faculties, infomuch 
that lr. retre out atten 

make the; leaft r< , id fhe h 

le door after hi 
fat down to ponder upon 1 king 

event. 

Words are wanting to defcii' e the 
accumulated horrors that took polli-filon 
of her mind, when flic thus behel 
her prefaging fears realized, and found 
heri if" at the two wretches, 

who had now pulled off the mafk, 
having loft all fentiments of h 
Conn, iicUon was an 

reverie to what (he 1' 
of her parents, exiled from her fi 
and country, reduced to the I 
wanting the moft indifpenfible necU- 
faries of life, in a foreign land, v 
flie knew not on. b whofe pro- 

tection fhe could purfe from the 

inexpreffible woes that environed 
fhe complained to I aven that her life 
was j I for th< 

that i 1 was aire . 

to be endured; for fti .(the 

profpecl of being uttei cd in 

the 1 . in y, without one 

;, or do 
offices of humanity to her breathlefs 
corpfe. The! Iful 

to a young lady v been born to 

sfduenceand fplendor, trained up in all 
elegance of < in, by nature 

ht with that 
lines the fentiment . 

tlerly cherifhed by her I pa- 

rents, that they / 
of heaven to 

Having pa fled .. 
ny, (he rofe at day-break, and hearing 
the chapei-beil toll for yers, 

refoived to go to this place of 
in order to implore the :e of 

Heaven: file no foor.ei opened the cham- 
ber-door with this intent, thai; 
met by Madam La Mer, who after 
having profeffed her concern for 
had happened over-i ight, and imputed 

. Fathom's rudeni 
intoxication, by which (he had 1 
before feen him | dj fhe eiuiea- 

voured to difliiads Monimia from her 
purpofe, by ... 

would be prejudiced by the cold morn- 
ing air; but finding her del 
fhe in lifted upon accompanying her to 
chapel, on pretence c! 
in reality, with a view to preven 
eicape of her 1 us lodger. Thus 



attended, the haplefs mourner entered 
the place, and according to the laudable 
hofpitality of England, which is the 
only country in Chriftendom where a 
iger is not made welcome to the 
houfe of God, this amiable creature, 
emaciated and enfeebled as (he was, 
niuft have Rood in a common paflage, 
during the whole fervice, had not fhe 
been perceived by a humane gentlewo- 
man, who, (truck with her beauty and 
i lied air, and melted with fym- 
pathy at : . hie Jorrow which was 

vifible in her countenance, opened the 
in which (lie fit, and accommo- 
iia and her attendant : if 
fhe was captivated by her firtt appear- 
ance, fhe was not lefs affect ed by the 
deportment of her fair gueft, which 
was the pattern of genuine devotion. 

In a word, this gocd lady, who was 
a merchant's widow in opulent circum- 
as, was inflamed with a longing 
defne to know and befriend the amiable 
ger; who, after fervice, turning 
about to thank her for her civility, 
Madam Clement, with that frank 
which is the refult of true benevolence, 
told her, fhe was. too much prepoffefled 
in her favour, to let flip this opportu- 
nity of craving her acquaintance, and 
xprefling her inclination to alleviate 
(if poffible) that affliction which was 
ifeft in her looks. 
Monimia, overwhelmed with grati- 
tude and furprize at this unexpected ad- 
upon the lady in filence, 
and when flic repeated her tenders of 
ft; vice, could make no other reply to 
hergoodnefs, than by burfting into a 
flood of tears : this was a fpecies of 
eloquence, which did not pat's unre- 

adam Clement, who, \. 
her own eyes were bedewed with the 
drops of fympathy and compaflion, took 
. by the hand, and led 
her, without farther cer mony, to her 
own coach, that (rood waiting at the 
door, whither they were followed by 
Mrs. La Mer, who was fo much con- 
founded at the adventure, that (he made 
no ol • 'opoial of ihe lady 

who handed her lodger into the car- 
; but rerired, with all polhble 
itch, to make Fathom acquainted 
with this unforefeen event. 

Meanwhile, the agitation of Moni- 
mia, at this providential deliverance, 
was iuch as had well-nigh deftroyed 
her tender frame : the blood flufhed 

I 
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forfook her 'ins; flic 

1 !, without b 

kefs, 

where the violence or' her ti iniports 

.union, an 1 (he 

funk down upon a couch in a fwoon, 

/ered. 

c augmented 

ity, and interefted the curiofity of 

10 concluded there 

. iy extraordinary in 

the cafe of the ftrangei , to produce thefe 

agonies; and grew impatient to hear 

the particulars of her ftory. 

Monimia no foonei i the ufe 

of her faculties, than looking around, 
and obferving with what humane con- 
cern her new holtefs was empl yd in 
effecting her recovery, ' Is this,' laid 
(he, ' a flattening illufion of the brain ? 

• or am I really under the protection of 
4 fome beneficent being, whom Heaven 

ithinfpired with generofity, to ref- 
« cue an haplefs (hanger from the moil 

• forlorn itateof mii'ery and woe? 1 Her 
voice was, at all times, raviihingly 

I ; and this exclamation was pro- 
nounced with fuch pathetick fervour, 
that Madam Clement clafped her in her 
arms, and kiffing her with all the eager- 
nefs of maten ilion, • Yes,' cried 

Hie, < fair creature, Heaven hath be- 

• ftowed up n me a heart to compaf- 

• fionate, and p< pe> to lighten 

• the burden of your forrows.' 

She then prevailed upon her to take 

fume nourishment, and afterwards to 

recount the particulars of her fate 5 a 

talk flic performed with fuch accuracy 

and candour, that Madam Clement, 

far from fulpe&ing her fmcerity, law 

truth and conviftion in every circum- 

Itancc of lur tale; and having condoled 

I er misfortunes, entreated her to forget 

.., or, at ieait, look \\\^n\ berl'elf 

,,e (helten and tui- 

f a p rfon, whole ftudy it would 

be to lupply her want oi I pa- 

been a h 
viciflhude of rortu t arrived 

too late ; but fuch a fudden and unl 
ed-for tranfition, not only difordered 
the faculties of pour Monimia's mind, 
,fo over, I her 

body, already fatigued and I by 

the diftrefli 3 (he Bad under) that 

(he was taken ill of a fever that fame 



it, and hi came delirious before 
len a phyfn ian was called 

to h , ice. 

in was 111 the 
houfe, ladam 11 it was 1 ifited by 

>mj who, after having complained 
in the moil inlinuating manner, that (he 
had encouraged his wife to abandon her 

, told her a pl.iulible ftory of his 
firft acquaintance with Monimia, and 
his marriage at the Fleet, which, lie 
laid, he was ready to prove, by the 

nee of the clergyman who joined 
them, and that of Mrs. La Mer, who 
was prelent at the ceremony. The good 
lady, although a little daggered at the 

A appearance, and engaging ad- 
drefs of this Iti anger, could not prevail 
upon herfelf to believe that flie had been, 
impoi'ed upon by her fair lodger, who 
by this time had given too convincing 
a proof of her fmcerity: neverthelels, 
in order to prevent any diiputq that 
might be prejudicial to the health or 
recovery of Monimia, me gave him to 
underiland, that flie would not at pre- 
fent enter upon. the merits of the cauie, 
but only allure him, that the young 
lady was actually bereft of her lenl'es, 
and in imminent danger of her life j for 
the truth of which aflertions flie would 

tl to his own observation, and the 
opinion of the phyfician, who was then 
employed in writing a prefcription for 
the cure of her difeale. 

So faying, (he conducted him into 
the chamber, where he beheld the hap- 
lefs virgin ttretched upon a lick bed, 
panting under the violence ot a diftem- 
per too mighty for her weakly frame, 
her hail [1 d, and difcompofurc 

in her looks 5 all the rolls of her youth 
were faded, yet all the graces of her 
beauty were n led; Ike n lined that 

iiiefs and fymmetry, which death 
itfelf could not deftroy ; and, though 
difcourfe was incoherent, her voice 
was (till muiical, refembling thofe fea- 
rs who nuarbU their na- 
tive wood-notes iv./J. 

I on all other occafions, 

... , behaved like an ininuta- 

ran to 1 i.le, with 

ail th n of a dilira&ed lover j 

his knees, and while the 

'own his ( imprint- 

I kiiles on the foft llano o( 

limia; who, regarding hiin with a 

eye, 

* A- 

• 
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' horn to be unhappy/ — ' Would to 

* H cried Ferdinand, in a tran- 

ef, ' the watch Renaldo 

* had never been born ! that is the vil- 

* lain who : of this 
' unfortunate woman. 

* trailer into my friendship and 1 

* deuce, relieved him in his, neci 

* and, like the ungrateful viper, he 

* hath (lung the ver 1 that che- 

* limed him in his diflrefs/ Then he 
proceeded to inform Madam Clement 
how he had delivered that fame Renal- 
do from prifon, maintained him after- 

rds, at a great expence, and at 
length furnifhed him with a fura of 
money, and proper credentials, to l'up- 
port his inteied at the court of Vienna. 
Having finifhed this detail, he aikcd 
the phyfician's fentiments of his v . 
diftemper, and being told that her life 
was in extreme jeopardy, begged he 
would ufe his utmoft endeavours in I . 
behalf, and even made him a tender of 
an extrai fiich was re- 

fused; he alio thanked Madam Cle- 
ment for her charity and benevolence 
towards a ftratager, and took his leave, 
with many polite profelfions of grati- 
tude and elieem. He had no fooner 
quitted the houfe, than the phyucian, 
who was a humane man. and a fo- 
reigner, began to caution the lady a- 
gainft his infinuations, ob&rving, that 
fome circumstances of the Itory, con- 
cerning Renaldo, were, to his particu- 
lar knowledge, contrary to truth ; for 
that he bimfelf had been applied to for 
letters of recommendation, in behalf 
of Count Melville, by a Jew merchant 
of his acquaintance, who had fuj , 
the young gentleman with money i'uf- 
ficient for his occafions, in confequence 
of a minute enquiry he I e into 

the character of Renaldo, who was, 
by all reports, a youth of ftrict ho- 
nour, and untainted morals. 

Madam Clement, thus cautioned, 
entered into . tion with her own 

thoughts, and c< particu- 

lars of this account with thofe of Mo- 
•jiimia's own '.'.- ry, Ore conclue 
Fathom was the very traitor lit hin I 
bad defcribed ; and ihat he had, by a- 
buiing the confidence of both. effected 
a i I ■ innocent 

and deferving lovers. She accordingly 
locked upon him with honor and dc- 
teftationj but,, nc fs, refolved to 

ti...i him wi.h civility in the mean 



time, that the poor young lady mighf 
not he difturbed in her lall moments j 
i 1 (he had now lolt all hopes of her 
1 ery. Yet the fever abated, and 
iu two days (lie retrieved the ufe of her 
/) ; though the diftemper had af- 
fected her lungs, and (he was in all ap- 
pearance doomed to linger a few weeks 
longer in a confuiription. 

Fathom was punctual in his vifita- 
t on, ihougb never admitted into her 
prefence after the delirium vanifhed ; 
and he had the opportunity of feeing 
her conveyed in a chariot to Kenfing- 
ton Gravel-pits, a place which may be 
termed the laft ftage of many a mortal 
peregrination. He now implicitly be- 
lieved, that death would in a few days 
baffle all his d upon the unfortu- 

nate Monimia; and forefeeing, that 
as he had owned her hufband, 

he might be obliged to defray the ex- 
pence incurred by her ficknefs and bu- 
rial, he very pru lently intermitted in 
his vifits, and had recourfe to the intel- 
ligence of his auxiliary. 

As forMoniinla, f.ie approached the 

I of life j not fimply with refigna- 
tion, but with rapture: (lie enjoyed in 
tranquillity, the converfation of her 
kind benefaclrefs, who never Mined 
from her apartment} (he was blefied 
with the fpiritual confolation of a wor- 
thy clergyman, who removed all her 
religious fcruples} and (lie congratu- 
lated herfelf on the near profpecl of that 
land of peace where forrow is not 
known. 

At length Mrs. La Mer gave notice 

to our adventurer of tins amiable young 

lady's deceafe, and the time fixed for 

the interment ; upon which thefe two 

viituous affociates took poilefiibn of a 

, from whence they could, unper- 

ceived, behold the funeral. He muft 

a hard heart, who without an e- 

motion of pity can fee the latt offices 

performed to a young creature cut off 

in the flower of youth and beauty, even 

though he knows not her name, and is 

,an utter ftranger to her virtues: how 

callous, then, muftthefoul ofthat'wrelch 

have been, who, without a fyrnptom 

emorfe or concern, faw the fable 

e adorned with white plumes, as 

. of Monimia's purity, pais 

before him, while her incomparable 

I flood full in his* remembrance, 
and he knew hirnfelf the wicked caufe- 
of her untimely fate ! 

Perfidious 
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Perfidious wretch ! thy crimes turn 
out fo atrocious that I half repent me 
of having undertaken to record thy Me- 
moirs ; yet fuch monlters ought to be 
exhibited to publick view, that man- 
kind may be upon their guard againlt 
impolluies ; that the world may fee 
bow fraud is apt to over-flioot ilfelf: 
and that, as virtue, though it may fuf- 
fer for a while, will triumph in the 
end ; i'o iniquity, though it may pros- 
per for a fealbn, will at lair be over- 
taken by that punilhment and difgrace 
which are it's due. 



CHAP. XV. 

FATHOM SHIFTS THE SCENE, AND 
APPEARS IN A NEW CHARAC- 
TER. 

FATHOM'S expectations, with 
relpect to the fair orphan, having 
thus proved abortive, he loft no time in 
bewailing his miican iage, but had im- 
mediate recourse to other means of im- 
proving his fmall fortune, which at 
this period amounted to near two bun- 
dled pounds. Whatever inclination 
he had to relume the character he had 
formerly bore in the polite world, he 
durlt not venture to launch out again 
mto the expence nece/Tary to maintain 
that ftation, becauie his former refources 
weienow ftopped, and all the people 
ct fafhion, by this time, convinced of 
his being a needy adventurer. Ncver- 
thelel's, he refidved to found the ienti- 
mems of his old friends at a diltance, 
and judge, from the reception he fhould 
meet with, how far he might pre fume 
upon their countenance and favour; 
for he rightly fuppofed, that if he 
could in any fhape contribute to their 
intercft or ainuiement, they would eaii- 
ly forgive his former pretentions to qua- 
lity, anogant as they were, and (fill 
entertain him on the footing of a nccef- 
jary acquaintance. ' 

With this view, he one day prefenttd 
himieLf atcourtina vciy giy tuit of 
'ioathi, and l.u.ved at a diitance to 
many of Ins old faQdoaablc Inuids of 
boiii fcxes, not one of whom favoured 
linn with any other notice, tn.ui tfa 
a quarter turtlcy, or fl.ght inebriation 
of the head j !oi , by th.s tiroe, ih< I t 
thai icni tmbeied hint knew fioip what 
ictiiuiiuu iitnow emerged, audavoided 
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him accordingly as the gaol infection j 
but the greater part of tnofe who had 
cultivated him in the zenith of his for- 
tune, were now utter ftrangcrs to hi* 
perfon, which they had actually for- 
got, amidft the fucceflion of novelties 
that furrounded them ) or, if they did 
recolleff. his name, it was remembered 
as an old fafhion which had been many 
months out of date. 

Notwithftanding thefe mortifying dif- 
couragements, our hero, that fame even- 
ing, effected a lodgment in a certain 
gaming-houfe not far from St. James's j 
and, as he played pretty high, and made 
a parade of his ready -money, he was 
foon recognized by divers perfons of 
confequence, who cordially welcomed 
him to England, on pretence of be- 
lieving he had been abroad, and with 
great complacency, repeated their for- 
mer profeffions of friendfhip. Though 
this was a certain way of retaining the 
favour of thofe worthies, while his fi- 
nances continued to flouriflt, and his 
payments were prompt, he knew the 
weaknefs of his funds too well, to think 
they could bear the vicirlitudes of play ; 
and the remembrance of the two Bii- 
tilh knights who had fpoiled him at 
Paris, hung over his imagination with 
the moll frightful prefages : befides, he 
perceived that gaming was now ma- 
naged in fuch a manner, as rendered 
fkill and dexterity cf no advantage 5 
for the f'pirit of play having overlprcad 
the land like a peltiience, raged to inch, 
a degree of macbjjsfs and defperation, 
that the unhappy people who were in- 
fected, laid aiide all thoughts of amufe* 
mer.t, ceconomy, or caution, and riiked 
their fortunes upon iffues equally ex* 
travagant, childiih, and abi'urd. 

The whole myrlery of the art was re* 
duced to the umple exerciie of tofs- 
ing up a guinea ; and the lull of laying 
wagers, which they indulged to a fur- 
pi izing pitch of ridiculous intemperance. 
In one corner of the room might be 
b< 'id a pair of loiiilmgs running their 
grandmothers againlt each other, tint 
is, betting furns on the longeit liver; 
in another, the fuccefs of the wager 
i ile,d U|iun the it x of the landlady's 
next child ; and one of the waitci's 
happening to diop own in an apoplec- 
tic k fit, ;i certain noble peer exclaimed, 
' L> ad, lor a thouknJ pounds I' The 
ch i lenge was immediately accepted ; 
ai..i v.l.en the matter of the hcuie u 'it 
U fur 
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for a furgeon to attempt the cure, the 
nohleman who fet the price upon the 
patient's head, infifted upon his being 
left to the efforts* of nature alone, other- 
wife the wager fhould be void : nay, 
when the landlord harped upon the 
lofs he fhouk! luftain by the death of 
2 trufty fervant, his lordfliip obviated 
the objection, by defiling that the fel- 
low might be charged in the bill. 

In fhort, the rage of gaming feemed 
to have devoured all their other facul- 
ties, and to have equalled the rafh en- 
thufiafm of the inhabitants of Malacca 
in the Eaft-Indies, who are fo poflefied 
with that pernicious fpirit, that they 
facrifice to it not only their fortunes, 
but alfo their wives and children ; and 
then letting their hair down upon their 
fhoulders, in imitation of the ancient 
Lacedemonians when they devoted them- 
felves to death, thole wretches unfheathe 
their daggers and murder every living 
creature in their way. In this, how- 
ever, they differ from the gamefters of 
our country, who never find their feh'fes, 
until they have loft their fortunes, and 
beggared their families; whereas, the 
Malayfe never run a much, but in con- 
fequence of mifery and dei'pair. 

Such are the amufements, or rather, 
fuch is the continual employment of 
thofe hopeful youths who are deftined by 
birth to be the judges of our property, 
and pillars of our constitution ; fuch are 
the heirs and reprefeutatives of thofe pa- 
triots who planned, and thofe heroes 
who maintained the laws and freedom 
of their country ; who were the patrons 
of merit, the fathers of the poor, the 
terror of vice and immorality ; and, at 
once, the ornaments and lupport of a 
happy nation. 

Our adventurer confidered all thefe 
circumftances with his wonted l'agacity, 
and feeing upon what precarious foot- 
ing he mult Itand, fhould he rank him- 
felf with fuch fociety, he wifely came 
to the reiblution of descending one ftep 
in the degrees of life, and of taking 
upon him the title of phylician, under 
which he did not defpair of infinuatmg 
himfelf into the pockets of his patients, 
and into the fecrets of private families, 
fo as to acquire a comfortable fhare of 
practice, or captivate the heart of fome 
heirefs or rich widow, whole fortune 
woii'd at once render him independent 
and happy. 
After this determination, hi? next cars 



was to conceit meafures for his firft ap- 
pearance in this new character ; well 
knowing that the fuccefs of a phyfi- 
cian in a great meafure depends upon 
the external equipage in which he firlt 
declares himfelf an adept in ths heal- 
ing art. He firft of all procured a few 
books on the fubject of medicine, which 
he ftudied with great attention during 
the remaining part of the winter and 
fpring, and repaired to Tunbridge with 
the firft of the feafon, where he appeared 
in the uniform of ./Efculapius, namely, 
a plain fuit full trimmed, with a volu- 
minous tye-perriwig ; believing that, 
in this place, he might glide, as it were, 
imperceptibly, into the functions of his 
new employment, and gradually nccuf- 
tom himfelf to the method and form of 
prefcription. 

•. A man fo well known in the gay 
world could not be fuppofed to effect 
fuch a transformation, without being 
obferved ; and therefore, in order to 
anticipate the cenfure and ridicule of 
thofe who might be tempted to make 
themfelves merry at his expence, he, 
on his arrival at the wells, repaired to 
the fhop of an apothecary, and calling 
for pen, ink, and paper, wrote a pre- 
fcription, which he defired might be 
immediately made up. While this was 
doing by the fervant, he was invited 
into a parlour by the mafter, with whom 
he entered into conversation, touching 
the property of the Tunbridge-watei, 
which feemed to have been his particu- 
lar ftudy ; and, indeed, he had perufed 
Rouzee's Treatife on that fubject, with 
indefatigable affiduity. From this theme, 
he made digreffions into other parts of 
medicine, upon which he fpoke with 
fuch plaufible elocution, that the apo- 
thecary, whofe knowledge in that art 
was not very profound, lookevi upon 
him as a phyiician of great learning and 
experience, and hinted a defire of know- 
ing his name and fituation. 

Fathom accordingly gave him to un- 
derftand, that he had ftudied phyfick, 
and had taken his degrees at Padua, 
rather for his amufement, than with any 
view of exerciling medicine, as he then 
could not poflibly forelee the misfor- 
tunes which had fince happened to his 
family, and by which he was now com- 
pelled to have recourfe to a profeffion 
that was very much beneath the ex- 
pectations of his birth. Yet he bore 
his difappointments with resignation 

ar.d 
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and even good humour, and bleflcd his 
ftais for having inclined him to the ftudy 
of any branch of knowledge by which 
he might be enabled to laugh at the 
viciflitudes of fortune. He then ob- 
ferved, that he had praftifed with fome 
applaufe at the hot-well, near Briltol, 
before he thought he mould be ever re- 
duced to the neceflity of taking a fee ; 
and that, in all probability, his meia- 
rnoi'phuiis, when known, would furnifh 
matter of imprize and merriment to 
(bine of his old acquaintance. 

The apothecary was really (buck with 
his polite addrefs, and pleated with his 
agreeable dil'courfe ; he confoled him 
i. i the misfortunes of his family] by 
a/Turing him, that in England nothing 
could be more honourable, or indeed 
I i Stable, than the character of a phy- 
sician, provided he could once wriggle 
himfelf into practice; and inlinuated, 
that, although he w:t 5 retlricled by cer- 
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with whom he was contracted, being 
at thai tune abfent, he propofed Doc- 
tor Fathom as a man of gitat ability 
and dilcretion : but the good lady re- 
jected the proposal with dildain, becaufe 
(he hul formerly known him in the 
character of a count ; though that very 
character was the chief realUn that had 
then induced her to crave his advice. 

Sucli is the caprice ot the world in 
general, that whatever bears thefaceof 
novelty, captivates, or rather bewitches 
m^ination, and confounds the 
ideas of reafon and common fenfe. If, 
for example, a lculliun from the clink*- 
ing of pewter (hould conceive a tafte 
for the clinking of ihyme, and make 
(hi ft to bring together twenty fyllables, 
lb as that the tenth and lalt (hall have 
the like ending, '.he compofition is im- 
mediately extolled as a miracle; and 
what appeals to the admiration, is not 
the wit, the elegance or poetry of the 



ta.n engagements with other perfons of work, but the uncultivated talent, and 



the faculty, he mould be glad of an 
opportunity to (hew his regard for Doc- 
tor Fathom. This was a very effectual 
method which our hero took to intimate 
his new character to the publick. By 
the indultry and communicative difpo- 
htiun of the apothecary, it was circu- 
lated in half a day through every family 
in the place; and next morning, when 
Ferdinand appeared, the company forth- 
with altembled in feparate groupes, and 
from each knot he heard Ins name re- 
verberated in a whifper. 

Having thus announced himfelf to 
all whom it might concern, and allowed partner with the mortar of his praiie. 



humble ltation of the author. A rea- 
der does not exclaim, ' What a deli- 
cate fentiment ! what a beautiful h- 
mile! what ealy and mufical verifi- 
cation!' but cries in rapture, * Hea- 
vens, what a prodigy ! a poet from 
the fcullery! a mule in livery I or, 
Apollo with a trowel I' The publick 
is aitonifhed into liberality; the fcullion 
eats from thofe trenchers he fcowered 
before; the footman is admitted into 
the coach, behind which he was wont 
to (land ; and the. bricklayer, inftead of 
pi liitei ing walls, bedaubs his illiiftrious 



the ladies two days to difcufs the me- 
rit of his transfiguration, together with 
the novelty of the cafe, he ventured to 
falute, at a diltance, a lady and her 
daughter, who had been his patients at 
the hot- well; and, although they ho- 
noured his bow with the return of a 
(light curtfey, they gave him not the 
Jeait encouragement to make a nearer 
approach. Notwithstanding this rebuff, 
he concluded, that, fhould the health 
of either come in queflion, they would 
renew their application to his (kill, 
and what was reful'cd by their pride, 
would be granted by their apprehension. 
Here, however, he happentd to be mil- 
taken in his conjecture. 



Thus, lifted into a higher fphere, their 
talents receive cultivation ; they become 
proftrled bards; and though their fub- 
(equent works bear evident marks ot 
improvement, they are neglected among 
the rett of their brethren; becaufe tint 
novelty, which recommended them in 
the beginning, no longer remains. 

So it fared with our adventurer in 
his new occupation,. There was lome- 
thing lo extraqrdjqary in a nobleman's 
uhderftariding medicine; and fo un- 
common in a i.hyfiemn's prescribing 
gratis, that the curiouty and admira- 
tion of the company at Briltol were 
-ed, and they followed his advice, 
ai, the direction of (bine fupei natural 



The young lady being feized with a intelligence ; but now that he protelTed 
violent h--ad ache and palpitation, her himfelf one of the faculty, and might 
mother defired the apothecary to re- be fuppolcd to have letrefhed his me- 
commend a phyfician; and the pcrfuu mory, and reinforced his knowledge 
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for the occafion, he was us much over- 
looked as any other phyfician unfup- 
ported byintereltor cabal; or, at i 
the notice he attracted was not at all to 
the advantage of his character, becaufe 
it wholly regarded the decline of his 
fortune, which is a never-failing tund 
of diigrace. 

Thefe mortifications did not overcome 
the patience and perfeverance of Fa- 
thom, who forefaw that the Toothing 
hand of time would cart a veil of ob- 
livion over thofe icenes- which were re- 
membered to his prejudice; and that, 
in the mean time, though he was ex- 
cluded from the private parties of the 
fair-fex, in which his main hope of 
fuccefs was placed, he mould be able 
to infinuate himfelf into fome degree of 
favour and practice among the male 
patients ; and fome lucky cure, pro- 
perly difplayed, might be the menus of 
propagating his fame, and bamming 
that referve which at prefent interiered 
with his purpofe. Accordingly,' it was 
not long before he found means to break 
that fpell of univerlal prejudice that 
hedged him in. At the ordinary which 
he frequented, his polite carriage, fa- 
cetious remarks, and agreeable (lories, 
foon conciliated the regard of his fel- 
low guerts, among whom he fometimes 
rallied his own transformation with 
lingular good humour and fuccefs : he 
was even witty upon his want of em- 
ployment; and ufed to obferve, that a 
phyfician, without practice, had one 
comfort to which his brethren were 
ftrangers, namely, that the fcldomer he 
had occalion to prescribe, the lefs he had 
upon his confidence on account of being 
acceffary to the death of his fellow- 
creatures. 

Nothing fo effectually blunts the fhafts 
of ridicule, and defeats the aims of 
flander, as this method of anticipation. 
In fpite of the arrows that were levelled 
againft his reputation from every tea- 
table at Tunbridge, he made his party 
good among ajinoft all the gay joung 
gentlemen that frequented the place: 
far from avoiding his company, they 
began to court his cenverfation, and he 
was commonly feen in the walks fur- 
iounded with a group admirers. 

Having thus paved the way for a total 
removal of the invidious prepoffeffion 
that obftructed his views, he one night, 
while every perfon was lulled in the 
arms of repofe, and univerfal filence 



prevailed, tuned his violin, and be^in 
to play fome mafterly airs, in a tone fa 
uncommonly exprefiive. and with foch 
i' ivifhing dexterity of execution, that a 
certain ialv who lodged in the lame 
houfe, being waked by the mufick, aird 
ignorant of the fource from which it 
flowed. I interred wiih rapture, as to the 
harp of an angel, and wrapping herfeif 
in a loofe gown, rofe and opened her 
chamber-door, in order to ducover in 
what apartment the muiician refided. 
She no looner entered the palfage, than 
(he found her fellow lodgers already af- 
fembled on the fame occalion ; and there 
they remained during the belt part of 
the night, tranfported by the harmony 
which our hero produced. 

Doctor Fathom was immediately 
known to be the author of this enter- 
tainment ; and thus retrieved the bene- 
fit of that admiration which lie had for- 
feited by appearing in the fliape of a 
phyfician: for, as people had formerly 
wondered to fee a count (killed in medi- 
cine; they were now amazed to find a 
phyfician filch a malter in mulick. 

The good effects of this Itratagem 
were almoll inlfcmtaneous. His per- 
formance became the topic!; of difcourfe 
among all the fafhi unable company : his 
male friends complimented him from 
the information of the other fex ; and 
the lady whom he had regaled, inftead 
of that fliynels and difdain with which 
fhe ufed to receive his fa'utation, at their 
very next meeting in the Thoroughfare 
returned his bow with marks of pro- 
found relpect. Nay, at midnight, (he, 
with the re It, took poll in the fame place 
where they had been (rationed before ; 
and by frequent tittering, and repeated 
whifpers, gave intimation to Fatliom, 
that they would be glad of a fecond fe- 
renade. But he was too well acquaint- 
ed with the human paffions to indulge 
this their defire: it was his intereft to 
inflame their impatience, rather than to 
gratify their expectation ; and therefore 
he tantalized them for (bme hours, by 
tuning his violin, and playing fome 
flourishes, which however produced no- 
thing to fulfil their wilhes. 

At the ordinary he was accofted by a 
gentleman, a lodger in the fame houfe, 
who affured him, that the ladies would 
take it as a great favour, if he would let 
them know when he intended to amufe 
himfelf again with his inltrument, that 
they might not, by falling a&eep before- 
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hand, deprive thcmfelves of the pleafure 
of hearing his muiick. To this meiTage 
he replied with an air of confequence 
tndreferve: that, though mulick was 
not the art he profeiTed, he mould be al- 
ways complaifant enough to entertain 
Che ladies to the utmolt of his power, 
when their commands were lign tied to 
him in a manner fuitcd to his ehaiactei ; 
but that he would never put himielf on 
the footing of an itinerant harper, whole 
niufick is tolerated through ihe medium 
of a board partition. The gentleman 
having reported this anfwei to his con- 
diments, they impowered him to invite 
Doclor Fathom to breakfaft, and he was 
next morning introduced with the ufual 
ceremony, and treated with uncommon 
regard by all the females or the houle, 
ailembled for his reception. 

Hating thus broke the ice of their 
averiloD, in one part, fo as that the 
beams of his peifonal accompli Ihment 
had room to operate, he foon efFecled a 
general thaw in his favour, and found 
himielf growing once more into requelt 
among the molt amiable part of the cre- 
ation. His company was coveted, and 
his tarteconiulteci in their balls, concerts, 
and private allemblies; and he recom- 
penced the regaid they paid to him, 
with an mediant exertion of his agree- 
able talents, politeneis, and good hu- 
mour. 



CHAP. XVI. 

TRIUMPHS OVER A MEDICAL RIVAL 

XTET, in the midftof all this atten- 
X tion, his medical capacity leemed 
to be quite forgot. They relpe<5ted his 
t,ood breeding, were charmed with his 
Mire, and admired the fine touches ot 
his hand upon the violin ; but, in cul- 
tivating the fiddler, they utterly neglect- 
ed the phyfician ; and in vain did lie at- 
tempt to divide their regard, by taking 
all opportunities to turn the conversation 
into a more intei citing channel. It was 
to little pin pole he endeavoured to arouze 
the wonder of his audience with frequent 
descriptions of portentous maladies and 
amazing cures he had leen and perform- 
ed in the courle of his H udy and practice 
abroad ; and to no elicit did he pub- 
lickly buly himielf in making expeii- 
inents on the mineral water, in which 
ht pretended to have made ltveral new 



and important difcoveries. Tlu'fe efforts 
did not make a lading impreiTion upon 
the minds of the company, becaufe they 
faw nothing lurprizing in a phyfician':* 
being acquainted with all the myllei ies of 
his art; and, as their etirtom was al- 
ready befpuke for others of the profcf- 
fion, whom it was their intereft to em- 
plov, our adventurer might have frarved 
arhidll the carefles of his acquaintance, 
had not he derived confiderablc advan- 
tage from a lucky accident in thecourfe 
of his expectancy. 

A gentlewoman's daughter, of a 
weakly conltitution, by drinking the 
waters, had fo far recovered her health 
and complexion, as to allure the affec- 
tion of a young (quire in the neighbour- 
hood, who am u fed her for foine time 
with his addrefies, until his heart was 
(educed by the charms of another young 
lady lately arrived at the wells. The 
for fa ken nymph, mocked at this difgrace 
and mortification, relapfe'd into her for- 
mer languifhing diforder, and was by 
her mother put under the management 
and prelcription of a phyfician, who 
had been an induftrious enemy of Fa- 
thom, from his firlt appearance at Tun- 
bridge. The patient, though violently 
chagiined at the levity of her quondam 
admirer, was not altogther without hope, 
that the very lame inconltancy which had 
prompted him to leave her, might in time 
induce him to return, after the novelty 
of his new paffion fhould be wore olf j 
and this hope ferved to l'urport her un- 
der the forrow and difgrace of her dif- 
app^intmenr. At length, however, the 
fquire and his new miitiefs dilappeared, 
and lbmebuly body was officious enough 
to communicate this piece of news to the 
furiorn Qiepherdefs, with this additional 
circumil.incc, that they were gone to a 
neighboming panfii,-to be joined in the 
bands of wedlock. 

Thelc fatal tidings were no fuoner 
impaired to the abandoned Phillis, than 
Ihe .-. as leized with an hyrterick fit j and, 
what rendered the accident more unfoi- 
t'unate, her phyfician had been called to 
the country, and was not expected at 
Tunbndge till next day. The apothe- 
cary was immediately lummoncd; and, 
being either puzzled by the fymptoms, 
or afraid of encroaching upon the pio- 
vince of his luperiors, advil'ed the old 
io lend for Doctor Fathom without 
delay. She had no other objection to 
this expedient, but the enmity which flie 

knew 
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knew fubfiftcci between the two leeches: 



yet, 



hearin? that her own doctor would 



not confult with Fathom upon his re- 
turn, but perhaps renounce the patient, 
bv which means her daughter's health 
might be endangered, lhe would net 
folicit our hero s aflittance until the 
young lady had remained feven hours 
fpeechlefs and infenfible; when, her fear 
prevailing over every other coniidera- 
tion, (he implored the advice of our ad- 
venturer; who, having made the necef- 
fary interrogations, and felt the patient's 
pulfe, which was regular and dittinct, 
found reafon to conclude, that the fit 
would not laft much longer; and, after 
having obferved that lhe was in a very 
dangerous way, prefcribed fome medi- 
cines for external application ; and, to 
inhance their opinion of his diligence 
and humanity, refolved to flay in the 
room and obferve their effect. 

His judgment did not fail him on this 
occafion. In lets than half an hour af- 
ter his embrocations had been applied, 
lhe recovered the ufe of her tongue, 
opened her eyes, and having, in delirious 
exclamations, upbraided her perfidious 
lover, became quite fenfible and com- 
pofed; though lhe continued extremely 
low and dejected : to remedy thele fink- 
ings, certain cordials were immediately 
adminiftered, according to the pi ell: rip - 
rion/of Doctor Fathom, upon whom 
extraordinary encomiums were beltowed 
by all prefent, who believed he had ac- 
tually refcued her fiom the jaws of 
death ; and as he was by this time let 
into the fecrets of the family, he found 
himfelf in a fair way of being an egre- 
gious favourite of the old gentlewoman •. 
when, unluckily, hisbrother, having dif- 
mified his country patient with uncom- 
mon difpatch, entered the apartment, and 
eyed his rival with looks of ihexpreilihle 
rage; then furveying thepatient and the 
phials that ftood upon the table by turns, 
» What, in the name of God,' cried 
he, * is the meaning of all this trafh ?' 
1 Really, doctor,' replied the mother, 
a little confounded at being thus taken 
by furprize, ' Biddy has been taken 
dangeroufly ill, and lain feven or eight 
hours in a fevere fit, from which, I 
am confident, lhe would never have 
recovered without the help of a phy- 
fician ; and as you were abient, we 
had recourfe to this gentleman, whole 
prefcription hath had a happy and 
iurpming effect.'-— ' Effect !' cried 



this oitended member of the faculty ; 
' pfhaw ! fluff! who made you judge 
' of efTecls or caufes ?' Then advancing 
to the patient, ' What has been the 
' matter, Mils Biddy, that you could 
' not wait till mv 1 etu'ra ?' 

Hei . . . ,.ici poling, ' Sir,' fold 

he, ' if you will ftepintothe next room 
' I wili communicate my fentiments of 
' the cafe, together with the method lip- 
' on which I have proceeded, that we 
* may delibeiate upon the next (lep that 
' is to be taken.' 1 Inifead of complying 
with this propolal, he feated tymfelfin 
a chair, with his back to our adventurer, 
and while he examined Mil's Biddy's 
pulfe, gave him to underltand, that he 
fhould not confult with him about the 
matter. 

Fathom, not in the leaft difconcerted 
at this uncivil anfwer, walked round 
his antagonift, and placing himfelf in 
his front, defired to know his reafon for 
treating him with fuch fupercilious con- 
tempt. ' I am refolved,' faid the other, 
never to confult with any phyfici.m 
who has not taken his degi ees at either 
of the Englilh univciiities.' — ' Upon 
the fuppofition,' replied our adventurer, 
that no perfon can be properly edu- 
cated for the profeffion at any other 
fchool ?' — ' You aie in the right,' an- 
fwered Doctor Looby, ' that is one of 
many reafon's I have to decline the 
confutation.' 
' How far you are in the right,' re- 
torted Fathom, ' I leave the world to 
judge, after I have obferved, that in 
your Englifh univeriities, there is no 
opportunity of ltudying the art; uo, 
not fo much as a lecture <jiven on the 
fubjeel ; nor is there one phyfician of 
note in this kingdom, who has not 
derive;! the greateft part of his medical 
knowledge irom the inftructions of fo- 
reigners.' 

Looby, incenfed at this afTeveration, 
which he was not prepared to refute, 
exclaimed in a moll infuriate accent, 
Who are you ? Whence came you ? 
Where was you bred ? You are one 
of thole, I believe, who graduate them- 
felves, and commence doclors, the 
Lord knows how ! an interloper, who, 
without licenfe or authority, came 
hither to take the bread out of the 
mouths of gentlemen, who have been 
trained to the bufinefs in a regular 
manner, and bellowed great pains and 
expehce to qualify themfelves for the 

' profeffion; 
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« profeffion 1 for my own p:ut, my e.lu- 

• cation colt me fifteen hundred pounds. 1 
' Never was money laid out ro left 

1 purpofe,' faid Ferdinand j ' for it 

• does not appear that you have learned 

• (b much as the balls of medical ac 

' quirements, namely, tli it decorum and 
« urbanity which ought to di 

• the deportment of every phyfician : 

•u have even debated the nobldtand 

• molt beneficial art that ever engaged 
' the ltudy of mankind, which cannot 

• be too much cultivated, and too little 
' retrained, in Peeking to limit the prae - 
1 tice of it to a let of narrow-minded 
« illiberal wretches; woo, like the low- 
' t it handi craft fmen, claim the exclu- 

• five privileges of a corporation ; had 
« you doubted my ability, you ought to 
» have fatisfied yourfelf in a manner 
« confident with decency and candour; 
' but your behaviour, on this occalion, 
' is fuch a malicious outrage upon good 
' manners and humanity, that, were it 
' nut for my regard to thefe ladies, 1 
' would chaltife you for your infolence 
' on the fpot. — Meanwhile, Madam,' 
addreffing himfelf to the mother, < you 
' mult give an- leave to infill upon your 
1 difmiuing either that gentleman or me 
' without hefitation. 

This peremptory language had an in- 
ftantaneotis effeel upon the hearers. 
Looby's face giew pale, a;id his nether 
lip began to tremble j the patient was 
dil'mayed; and the old gentlewoman 
concerned and perplexed : lhe eameftly 
be/ought the gentlemen to be reconciled 
to each other, and enter into a friendly 
confutation upon her daughter's dif- 
temper; but finding both equally averfe 
to accommodation, and Fathom becom- 
ing moie and more importunate in his 
demand, (ha prefenied him with a dou- 
ble fee; and giving him to understand, 
that Doctor Looby had long attended 

: unity, and wasintii 
ed with licr own <n;<\ Biddy's constitu- 
tion, faid, (he hoped he would not take 
it amifs if (he retained her old phyfician. 

Though oar hero was much mortified 
at this triumph of his rival, he made a 
i rtue fi reflity, and reti-.ed with great 
< nulaifance, wifhing, th it Mifs B 
m ; ght never again be the iubjeel of . 
a diiagreeabie dilpute. Whether the 

er< ition, 
or dilpleafed with her mother's dci 
againti an agreeable young fellow, \. ',0 
haJ, a* u were, leealleJ hei from the 



grave, and made himfelf mafter of the 
fecret that rankled at her heart ; 'or the 
dileale had wound up her nerves for an- 
other paroxifm ; certain it is, lhe all of 
a fudden broke forth into a violent peal 
of laughter, which was fucceeded by the 
ni"ll doleful cries, and other exprcf- 
lions of grief ; then lhe relapled into 
a fit, attended with Itrong convulfions, 
to the unfpeakable terror of the old gen- 
tlewoman, who intrcated Doctor Looby 
to be expeditious in his prescription; ac- 
cordingly, he feized the pen with great 
confidence, and a whole magazine of 
anti-hylterick medicines were, in dif- 
ferent forms, externally and internally 
applied. 

Neverthelefs, either Nature was dis- 
turbed in her own eriorts by theie ap- 
plications, or the patient was refblved 
to dil'grace the doctor: tor the more re- 
medies that were adminiitered, hercon- 
vulfions became the more violent; and, 
in l'pite of all his endeavours, lie could 
not overcome the obltinacy of the diltern- 
per. Such a milcarriage upon the back 
of his rival's fucceis, could not fail to 
overwhelm him with confufion; i.pe- 
cially as the mother baited him with 
repeated in treaties to do fomething for 
recovery of her daughter. At length, 
after having exeicilld her paiience in 
vain for feveral hours, this atteciionate 
parent could no longer fupprefs the lug- 
geftions of her concern, but, in an in- 
coherent Itrain, told him, that her duty 
would not fuffer her to be longer iiient 
in an arFair on which depended the nfe 
of her dear child: that lhe had i«u 
enough to believe he had miftaken the 
cafe of poor .Biddy; and he could not 
juitly blame her tor recalling Doctor 
Fathom, whole prescription uad ope- 
rated in a miraculous manner. 

Looby, (hocked at tins propofal, pro- 
telted againii it with great vehemence* 
as an expedient highly injurious to him- 
felf. ' My remedies,' laid he, 'aceiuft 
' beginning to take effect, and »n all 
♦ probability the (it will net iait much 
' longej ; io th;:t by c tiling in another 
' peiiui) at this juncture, you will dc- 
' fraud me of that credii wnkh is my 
' due, an ay adveilar) withtco- 

' phies, to which lie h.it n j j.vtenliuii.* 
...u prevaiit 1 up< n, b) init remon- 
inu.ee, to wait anothei bail hour, wain 
perceiving, as yet, no . !..i the 

better, and being diihacied --v 1 ' 1 1 ber 
learn, which reproached hei with want 

of 
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of natural affection, (he fent a mefiage 
to Doctor Fathom, defiring to lee him 
with all poflible difpatch. 

He was not flow in obeying the call ; 
but haflening to the fcene of action, was 
not a little furprized to find Looby llill 
in the apartment. This gentleman, 
fince better might not be, relolved to 
facrifice his pride to his interest, and, 
rather than lofe his patient altogether, 
and run the rilk of forfeiting his repu- 
tation at the fame time, ftaid with in- 
tention to compromifehis difference with 
Fathom, that he might not be wholly 
excluded from the honour of the cure, 
in cale it could be effected. But he reck- 
oned without his holt, in his calculation 
of the count's placability ; for, when he 
put on his capitulating face, and, after 
a flight apology for his late behaviour, 
propoled that all animofity fliould lub- 
Jide in favour of the young lady, whole 
life was at flake, our hero rejected his 
advances with infinite dildain, and af- 
fured the mother, in a very lblemn tone, 
that far from confulting with a man 
who had treated him lb unworthily, he 
would not flay another minute in the 
houfe unlefs helhould fee him difcarded: 
a fatisfaction barely Sufficient to atone 
for the affront he himfelf had fuffered 
by the unjult preference ihe had before 
given to his rival. 

There was no remedy: Looby was 
obliged to retreat in his turn ; then our 
adventurer approaching the bed-fide, re- 
connoitred the patient, examined the me- 
dicines which had been administered, 
and lifting up his eyes in expreffive li- 
Jence, detached the footman with a new 
order to the apothtcary. It was well 
the meflenger uled expedition, othei wile 
Doctor Fathom would have been anti- 
cipated by the operation of nature 5 for, 
the fit having almoft run it's career, 
Mil's Biddy was on the point of retriev- 
ing her fenfes, when the frontal pre- 
fetched by Fathom was applied ; to the 
tfheacy of this, therefore, was alenbed 
her recovery, when lhe opened her eyes, 
and began to pour forth unconnected 
ejaculations; and in a few moments 
after, lhe was perfuaded to fwallow a 
draught prepared for the purpofe, her 
percept ion returned, and Ferdinand gain- 
ed the reputation of having performed 
a fecond miracle. 

But he was furnifhed with a piece of 
intelligence of much more energy than 
ail the had taken , and lb loon as he con- 



cluded (he was capable to bear the news 
without any dangerous emotion, he, a- 
mong other articles of chit-chat culled 
for her amufement, took, the opportu- 
nity of telling the company, that Squire 
Stub (the caufe of Mifs Biddy's dil'or- 
der) had, in his way to matrimony, 
been robbed of his bride, by a gentle- 
man to whom (he had been formerly 
engaged. He had waited for her ou 
purpofe at an inn on the road, where he 
found means to appeale her dilplealure, 
which he had, it fcems, incurred, and 
to fuperfede her new lover, whom (lie 
quitted without ceremony ; upon which 
the [quire had returned to Tunbridge, 
curfmg her levity ; yet blelfing his good 
flats for having fo fealbnably prevented 
his ruin, which would have infallibly 
been the confequence of his marrying 
fuch 311 adventurer. 

It would be fuperfluous to obferve, 
that thel'e tidings operated like an ad- 
mirable fpecifick on the fpirits of the 
young lady; who, while (he affected to 
pity the Squire, was lb much overjoyed 
at his dilappointment, that her eyes be- 
gan to fparkle with uncommon vivaciiy, 
and in lei's than two hours after the latt 
of thofe terrible attacks, (lie was reltored 
to a better flate of health than (he had 
enjoyed for many weeks. Fathom was 
not forgot amidft the rejoicings of the 
family : befides an handfome gratuity 
for the effects of his extraordinary (kill, 
the old lady favoured him with a ge- 
neral invitation to her houfe; and the 
daughter not only ccnfidered him as the 
reltorer of her health, and angel of her 
good fortune, but alio begsn to disco- 
ver an uncommon relifli for his conver- 
sation ; lb that he was (truck with the 
profpect of lucceeding Squire Stub in 
her affection : a conquer! which, if Sanc- 
tioned by the approbation of the mo- 
ther, would conlble him for all the dil- 
appointments he had fuftained ; for Mil* 
Biddy was intitled to a fortune of ten 
thoufand pounds, provided (lie fnouid 
marry with the content of her parent, 
who was the fole executrix of the fa- 
ther's will. 

Animated with the hope of fuch an 
advantageous match, our adventurer 
miffed no opportunity of improving tha 
lodgment he had made ; while the two 
ladies failed not to extol his medical ca- 
pacity among all their female acquaint- 
ance. By means of this circulation, 
his advice was demanded in feveral cahor 

cafes, 
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cafe*, which he managed with ftich an Im - 
poling air oFfagacity and importance, ;li. it 
imebegan to Spread ; and before the 
end of the fe ifon, he had ntviflied more 
th:m one half of the bufm fa from his 
competitor. Notwithstanding theft 
tunate events, he forel'aw that he Ihould 
find great difficulty in tranfpl mting liis 
reputation, lb as to take root in Lon- 
don, which was the only foil in which 
he could propole to rife to any degree of 
profperity and independance ; and this 
reflection was grounded upon a maxim 
which universally prevails among the 
Englifli people, namely, to overlook and 
wholly iv J ft, on their return to the 
metropolis, all the connections they may 
have chanced to acquire during then re- 
Edence at any of the medical wells : and 
this fecial difpofition is fo fcrupuloully 
maintained, that two perfons who li\ I 
in the molt intimate correfpondence at 
Bath or Tunbridge, (hall in four and 
twenty hours fo totally forget their 
friendfhip, as to meet in St. James's 
Park without betraying the lealt token 
of recognition ; fo that one would ima- 
gine thofe mineral waters were fo many 
Creams ifluing from the river Lethe, fo 
famed of old forwafliing away all traces 
of memory and recollection. 

Aware of this oblivious principle, 
Doctor F.uhom collected all his quali- 
fications, in order to make fuch an im- 
preffion upon the heart of Mifs Biddy 
as would rdiit all her endeavours to 
lhake hiin from her remembrance; and 
icceeded fo well, that Squire 
Stub's advances to a reconciliation were 
treated with manifeft indifference. In 
all probability, our hero would have 
made a very advantageous campaign, 
had not his good fortune been retarded 
by an obftrucrion', which (as he did not 
•ve it) he could not pofTibly fur- 
mount: in displaying his accomplifh- 
Tnen*-. to c iptivafe the daughter, he had 
:*tingly made an abfolute conqueft 
of the mother, who foperintended the 
conduct of MilV Biddy with fuch jea- 
lous vigilance, that he could find no 
opportunity of profiting by the pro 
id made in hi , for the ■ 

ful matron would never loi'e fight of her, 
no, not foi one moment. 

Had the old lady given the haft in- 

urer, of i 

ments fhe entertained in Ir.s behalf, his 

cbfflpiaifance was of fuch a tex- 

would have quitted Ins 
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other purfuir, and made her the fole ob- 
ject of his attention : but Hie either de- 
pended upon the effect of his own good 
taile and difcernment, or was too proud 
to difclofe a paffion which he had hither- 
to overlooked. 



CHAP. xvir. 

REPAIRS TO THE METROPOLIS, 
AND ENROLS HIMSELF AMONG 
THE SONS OF PjEAN. 

BEFORE this affair could be brought 
to a proper explanation, the feafon 
being almolt ended, the ladies departed 
from Tunbridge ; and in a little time 
Doctor Fathom followed them to Lon- 
don, having previoufly obtained per- 
milfion to vifit them in that metropolis. 
He had Solicited the fame favour of Some 
other families, in which he hoped to 
take root, though he knew they were 
pie-engaged to different phyiicians; and 
refolving to make his faff medical ap- 
pearance in London with fome eclat, he 
not only purchaled an old chariot, which 
was new- painted for the purpofe, but 
likewile hired a footman, whom he 
cloathed in laced livery, in order to 
diftinguifh himfelf from the common 
run of his brethren. 

This equipage, though much more 
expeniive than his finances could bear, 
he found ablblutely neceftary to give him 
a chance for employment ; as every fliab- 
by retainer to phyfick, in this capital, 
had provided himfelf with a vehicle, 
which was altogether ufed by way of a 
travelling lign-polt, to draw in custom- 
ers; lb that a walking phylician was 
conlidered as an obfeure pedlar, trudging 
from ftreet to ftreet with his pack of 
knowledge on his moulders, and felling 
his remnants of advice by retail. A 
chariot was not now let up tor the con- 
venience of a man linking under the 
fatigue of extenfive practice, but as a 
piece of furniture every way as neceflary 
as a bige perriwig with three tails; and 
a phylician, let his merit in other re- 
l'pccts be never lb confpicuous, can no 
more expect to become considerable in 
bufinefs, without the affifl ihis 

implement, than he can hope to live 
t without a wind- 

niiftte i*9 i<> will underuood, 
f t hole who prof cfs tli 
X ftlves 
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tors, every raw furgeon, every 
apothecary, who can make interelt 
with Some fool-hardy coachmaker, may 
be feen dancing the hays in ail places of 
puhlick 1 nd grinhing to one an- 

other from their refpe&ive carriages. 
Hence proceed many of thofe cruel ac- 
cidents which are recorded in the daily 
papers. An apothecary's borfes take 
fright, and run away with his chariot, 
which is In rd of no more ; an eminent 
furgeon bemg overturned, is fo terrified 
at the thoughts of mutilation, that he 
refolves to walk on foot all the days of 
his life; and the coachman of a phyli- 
cian of great pra&ice, having the mis- 
fortune 10 be di fabled by a fall from the 
box, his rriafter can never find another 
to fapply his place. 

None of thefe observations efcaped the 
penetrating eye of I 1; who, before 

he pretended to feat himfelf in this ma- 
chine, had made proper inquiry into all 
the other methods praclifed, with a view 
to keep the wheels in motion. In his 
vefearches, he found that the great world 
was wholly engrolfed by a few practi- 
tioners who had arrived at the f'ummit 
of reputation, confequentiy, were no 
longer obliged to cultivate thofe arts by 
which they rofe ; and that the reft of the 
bufinefs was parcelled out into Sinai i 
inclofures, occupied by different groupes 
of peribnages, male an' female, who 
ffood in rings, and tolled the ball from 
one to another; there being in each de- 
partment two fets, the individuals of 
which relieved one another occasionally. 
Every knot was ctompofed of a waiting- 
woman, rtu:fe, apothecary, furgeon, and 
phyfician, and, fometiuies, a midwife 
was admitted into the party ; and in 
this manner the farce was commonly 
performed. 

A fine lady, fatigued with id'.enefs, 
complains of the vapours, is deprived 
of her reft, though not fo lick as to have 
recourfeto medicine: her favourite maid, 
tired with giving he) a .ndance in the 
night, thinks proper, f ■ the benefit of 
her own repoie, to complain of a violent 
head-ache, and recommends to her mif- 
tivf's a nurfe of approved tendernefs and 
discretion ; at whofe Lome (in all like- 
lihood) the laid chamber-maid hath 
oft given "the rendezvous to a male 
friendi The nurfe, well (killed in the 
rny-tteries of her occupation, pe,rfoades 
ptitieSt that her malady, far from 
; ;ht orrii -•" pressed 



to a very dangerous degree of tlie liyf- 
terical affection, unlel's it be nipped in 
the bud by fome very effectual remedy : 
then (he recounts a furprizing cure per- 
formed by a certain apothecary, and 
appeals to the testimony of the waiting- 
woman, who, being the go/Tip of his 
wife, confirms the evidence, and corro- 
borates the propofal. The apothecary 
being funimoned, finds her ladyfhip in 
fuch a delicate Situation that he declines 
prescribing, and a.lvifes her to fend for 
a phyfician without delay. The nomi- 
►n of courie, falls to him, and the 
doctor being called, declares the necef- 
fity of immediate venaeSeclion, which 
is accordingly performed by the furgeon 
of the afTociation. 

This is cne way of beginning the 
game; though the commencement often 
varies, and fometimes the apothecary, 
and fometimes the phyfician opens the 
fcene; but, be that as it will, they al- 
ways appear in a firing, like a flight 
of wild geefe, and each confederacy 
maintains a correfpondence with one 
particular undertaker. Fathom, upon 
thefe considerations, fet up his reft in 
the firft floor of an apothecary in the 
neighbourhood of Charing- Crofs, to 
whom he was introduced by a letter 
from a friend at Tunbridge, and who, 
being made acquainted with his ability 
and Scheme, promifed to let flip no op- 
unity of Serving him ; and, indeed, 
led to efpoufe his interelt with great 
alacrity. He introduced him to fome 
of his patients, on the Strength of a 
gratis visit, Sounded forth his praile 
among all the good women of his ac- 
quaintance, and even prevailed upon 
him to publish advertisements, import- 
ing that he would every day, at a cer- 
tain time and place, give his advice to 
the poor for nothing; hoping, that by 
means of fome lucky cure, his fame 
might be extended, and his practice 
grow into requelt. 

In the mean time, his chariot rolled 
along through all the moil frequented 
ftreets, during the whole forenoon ; and 
at the uiual hour, he never failed to 
make his appearance at the medical 
coffee -houfe, with all that folemnity of 
feature and addreis by which the mo- 
dern ions of Paean are distinguished ; not 
but that he was often puzzled about the 
decision of his diurnal route: for the 
method of driving up one Street and 
down another, without halting, was be- 
come 
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come fiich a lhle expedient, that the 
very apprenriees uied to Rand at th« (hop- 
doors, and ridicule the rain pai itle. At 
length, however, he perufed the map <<r 
London with great-diligence, 
ing acquired a diltincl idea of it's I 
graphy, ufed to alight at thi end i I 
narrow thoroughfares, and paved courts, 
c the chariot was ordered to wait 
till his return; and walking with j 
gr a vity through the ^Berent turni 
of thefe alleys, regain his cai 
another pafiage, and reform with . 

an air of vaft importance. With p. view 
to protract the time of hi . ifits, 

he would at one place turn afide to the 
wall; at ano- pen an urinal 5 at 

a third corn! 

ment, or ionnre a few minutes in Ibme 
bookfe'.ler's (hop ; and, hi- ■ into 

lonie obfeure coffee . , him- 

felf with a dram of U h. 

The other means ufed to h rcea trade, 
fiich as ordering hunfelf to he c 
from church; alarming the neighbour- 
hood with knocking at his door in the 
night; receiving fudden meflages in 
i: and inferring his cures 
by way ofn vs in the daily papers, had 
been lb injudiciously hi :knie i by >-. 
defperate fculler in phyfick, that they 
had lofl their effect. upOn I lick, 

and there I e excluded from the 

plan of our adventurer, whofe fcheme, 
for the pfefent, was to exert himfe't in 
winning the favour cf t.ui bils, 

who keep, as it were, the temple of 1 
cine, and admit the young prieft t 
fervice of the alt r ; but this he C( 
§ered as a temporary project only, un- 
til he fhould have acquired interert e- 
nough to erect an bofpital, lock, or in- 
firmary, by the voluntary fubfeription 
of his friends; a fcheme which had fuc- 
ceeded to a mil '.cle with many of the 
profeHi* n, who had raifed themfdves 
into notice, upon the carcafes of the 
poor. 

Yet, even this bnnch was r.h 
over-flocked, infomuc: very 

ftreet was ftrrniflied with on< 
charitable receptacles, which, inIK 
diminishing the taxes for the 
nance of the poor, enc< *nl- 

gar to be idle and ditTolute, by opening 
an alvlum to them and theii i im 
! the difeafes of poverty and in: 
perance : tor it remains I 
Uut the pariflt-rutea are d I, the 
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bills of mortality lelTened, the peopl 

more nun or the ftreeta lefs m- 

felted with beggars, notwithstanding 
the immenfe I rly granted by in- 

dividuals for the relief of the indigent. 

But, waving thefe reflections, Doc- 
tor Path ! ped that his landlord 
would he a moft ufeful implement tor 
extending his influence; and, for that 
• .d him into a degree of 
partnerfhip ; after being fully convinced. 
that lie was not under articles to any 
other phyilcian. Neverthejefs, he was 
very much miliak.cn in reckoning on 
the 1 ce of his new ally; who 

was, like himfelf, a needy adventurer, 
fettled upon credit, and altogether un- 
loyed, except among the very refnle 
of the people, whom no other perfoh 
Id take the trouble to attend: ib 
that our hero got little elfe than expe- 
rience and trouble, excepting a few 
guineas, which h* made ftiift to glean 
anion rners, wiih whom he be- 

came occai acquainted, or young 

people who had been unfortunate in 
their amours. 

In the midft of thefe endeavours, he 
did not omit his duty to the old gentle- 
woqi n, whofe daughter he had cured 
at Tunbridge ; and was always receiv- 
ular complacency; which, 
pi, he in feme niealure owed to 
his genteel equipage, that gave credit 
to every door before which it was feen ; 
yet Mils Biddy was as inacceflibie as 
ever, while the mother became more 
and more warm in her civilities ; till at 
length, aftei having prepared him with 
fome extraordinary compliments, fhe 
him to underhand, thai Bid y was 
no better than a giddy-headed girl, far 
from being unexceptionable in her mo- 
ral character, and particularly deficient 
in duty and gratitude to her, who had 
been always a tender and indulgent pa- 
tent; the was therefore determined to 
pttnilh the young minx, for her levity, 
and want of natural affection, by alter- 
1 own 1 i, could me find a 

worthy at man, on whom 

fhe could bellow her hand and fortune 
without a blufli. 

film was irritant ly removed front 

fathom's eyes by this declaration, w1m> h 
Die al ith fuch a (ignificancj 1 

look, as thrilled to his foul with joyful 
while be replied, it would, 
indetfl, be a difficult talk to find z man 
X a v.- !.o 
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wlio merited inch happineSs and honour; 
but, finely, h;ine there were, who would 
talk their faculties to the uttermolt, in 
manifeiting their gratitude, and defueof 
rendering themfelves worthy of fuch dis- 
tinction. Though this anfwer was pro- 
nounced in fuch a manner, as gave her 
to underftand he had taken the hint, (lie 
■would nor cheapen her condefcenlion 
So much as to explain herfeif farther at 
that juncture, and he was very well con- 
tented to woo her on her own terms: 
accordingly, he began to (eaSon his be- 
haviour with a fpice of gallantry, when 
he had opportunities of being particular 
with this new inamorata; and, in pro- 
portion to the returns (he made, he gra- 
dually detached himfelffrom Mifs Bid- 
dy, by intermitting, and at lalt dis- 
continuing, thofe anient expreflions of 
love and admiration, which he had made 
ihift to convey in private looks and ftolen 
whifpers, during the rancorous inspec- 
tion of her mother. 

Such alteration could not long efcape 
the jealous eyes of the young lady, no 
more than the caufe of this alienation, 
which in a moment converted all her 
love into irreconcileable hate, and filled 
her whole ibul with the molt eager de- 
fire of vengeance : for (he now not only 
confidered him as a mercenary wretch, 
who had (lighted her attractions for the 
fordid gratifications of avarice, but alio 
as an interloper, who wanted to inter- 
cept her Sortune, in the odious character 
of a father-in-law. But, before (lie 
could bring her aim to any ripenefs of 
contrivance, her mother having caught 
cold at church, was Seized with a rheu- 
matick fever, became delirious in leis 
than three days, and, notwithstanding 
all the prescriptions and care of her ad- 
mirer, gave up the gholf, without hav- 
ing retrieved the ule of her feiuesj or 
been able to manifeit, by will, the Sen- 
timents (lie entertained in favour of her 
phyjlcian, who (as the reader will eafily 
perceive) had more reaSons than one to 
be mortally chagrined at this event. 

Mifs Biddy being thus put in pof- 
feflion of the whole inheritance, not on- 
ly renounced all correlpondence with 
Doctor Fathom, by forbidding him the 
houfe, but likewiSe took all opportuni- 
ties of prejudicing his character, by 
hinting, that her dear mamma had fall- 
en a Sacrifice to his ignorance and pre- 
Sumption. 



CHAP. XVIII. 

ACQUIRES EMPLOYMENT, IN CON- 
SKQUENCE OK A LUCKY MISCAR- 
RIAGE. 

THESE ill offices, however, far 
fiom anfwering her purpoSe, had 
a quite contrary effect : for, inconse- 
quence of her invectives, he was, in a 
few days, called to the wife of a mer- 
chant, who pioufly hoped that his prac- 
tice would not give Mils Biddy the lye. 
The patient had long lingered under a 
complication of diftempers, and being 
in no immediate danger of her life, Doc- 
tor Fathom was in no hurry to (trike a 
decifive ftroke; till the huiband grow- 
ing impatient of delay, and fo explicit 
in Ins hints, that it was impoffible to 
miSapprehend his meaning, our adven- 
turer reSolved to do Something effectual 
for his Satisfaction, and preScribed a me- 
dicine of fuch rough operation, as he 
thought mull either oblige his employer, 
or produce a change in the lady's con- 
stitution, that would make a noii'e in 
the world, and bring a new acceilion to 
his fame. 

Proceeding upon thefe maxims, he 
could not be disappointed: the remedy 
played it's part with Such violence, as 
reduced the patient to extremity, and 
the merchant had actually beipoke an 
undertaker ; when, after a Series of 
Swoonings and convulfions, Nature So 
far prevailed, as to expel at once the pre- 
scription and the diSeaSe ; yet the good- 
natured huiband was So much affected 
with the agonies to which he (aw the 
wife of his bofom expoled by this (peci- 
fick, that, although the effect of" it was 
her perfect recovery, he never could bear 
the light of Fathom for the future, nor 
even hear ids name mentioned, without 
giving hgns of horror and indignation ; 
nay, he did not Scruple to affirm, that 
had our adventurer been endowed with 
the lealt tincture of humanit), he would 
have Suffered the poor woman to depart 
in peace, rather than reltore her to health 
at the expence of Such anxiety and tor- 
ture. 

On the other hand, this extraordinary 
cure was blazoned abroad by the good 
lady and her goffips with lucli exagge- 
rations, as rcuztd the aiionilhrnent of 
the publick, and concurred with the re- 
port 



FERDINAND COUNT FATHOM. 



! 



59 



port of his laft mifcarriage, to I 
him upon the carpet, aa the univerfaJ 
fobjecl of difcourfe. When a phyfician 

becomes the town talk, he [ 
concludes hie bufinefs more than halt 
done, even though his I. one (hould whol- 
ly turn upon his tnal-pi infomuch 
that fome members of the faculty have 
been heard to complain, that they v. 
h.nl the good fortune to be publickly ac- 
cufed of homicide ; and it is well known, 
that a certain famous empirick of our 
day never flounlhed to any degree of 
wealth and reputation, till after iie had 
been attacked in print, and fairly con- 
victed of hiving deilroyed a good num- 
ber of the human (pedes. Succefs raif- 
ed upon fuch a foundation, would, by 
a difciple of Plato, and ibme modern 
moralilts.be afcribed to the innate virtue 
and generofity of the human heart, wliicii 
naturally elpoufes the caufe that needs 
protection: but I, whole notions of hu- 
man excellence aie not quite fo lublime, 
am apt to believe it is owing to that 
fpirit of felf-conceit and contradiction, 
which is, at lealr, as univerl'al, if not 
as natural, as the moral leni'e ib warm- 
ly contended for by thole ideal philofo- 
phers. 

The moft infamous wretch often finds 
his account in tliefe principles of male- 
volence and lei f- love: for wheKefoever 
his character falis under difcuflion, there 
is generally ibme perfon prelent, who, 
either from an affectation of Angularity, 
or envy to the accullrs, undertakes his 
defence, and endeavours to invalidate 
the articles of his impeachment, until he 
is heated by altercation, and hurried in- 
to more effectual meafures for his advan- 
tage. If fuch benefits accrue to thole 
who have no real merit to depend upon ; 
furely our hero could not but reap lome- 
thine extraordinary from the debates to 
which he now gave rile; as by the mi- 
raculous cure he had effected, all his pa- 
tient's friends, all the enemies of her 
hufband, all thofe who envied his other 
adverfary, were interested in his beh ilf, 
exclulive of fuch admirers as furprize 
and cuiiolity might engage in his caule. 

Thus wafted upon the wings of ap- 
plaufe, his fame loon diffufed itfeli into 
all the corners of this gre-t c pita] : the 
newfpapers teemed with his praile ; and 
in order to keep up the attention of the 
publick, hi&eraiflarie; , male and female, 
leparattd into different coffee- houfes, 
companies, and clubs, where th 



iil to comment upon thefe articles 
of intelligence. Sucha favourable inci- 
dent is of itfeli fufficient to rloat the 
bark of a man's fortune : he was, in .1 
. called to another lady, labour- 
ing under the fame diforder he ha 
fuccefsfully difpelled; and Ihe thought 
tted by his ail. ice. . 1 ii > 
acquaintance naturally extended itfelf 
among the viiltants and allies of his pa- 
tienl i ; he was recommended from fa- 
mily to family; theft a began to mul- 
tiply; a variety oi footmen appear^ I 
every day at his door; he difcontinued 
his fham circuit; and, looking upon the 

,,t conjuiSfure as that tide in liis af- 
fairs, which (according to Shakefpeaie) 
when taken at the full, leads on to for- 
tune, he reiblved, that the opportunity 
fiiould not be loit, and applied iiimfejf 
with fuch affiduityto his. practice, that, 
in all likelihood, he would have carried 
the palm from all his cotemporaries, had 
not he fplit upon the fame rock which 
had fhipwrecked his hopes before. 

We have formerly defcanted upon 
that venereal appetite which glowed in 
the conlf itution of our adventurer, and 
which all his philofophy and caution 
could hardly keep within bounds: the 
reader, therefore, will not be much fur- 
prized to learn, that in the exercile of 
his profeflion he contracted an intimacy 
with a clergyman's wile, whom he at- 
tended as a phyfician, and whole con- 
jugal virtue he fubdued by a long and 
diligent exertion of his dilutive aits, 
while her mind was enervated by iick- 
nefs, and her hufband abroad upon his 
neceffary occafions. This unhappy pa- 
tient, who was a woman of an agreea- 
ble perfbn and lively con verfation, fell 
a facrifice to her own fecufity and felf- 
conceit: her want of health had con- 
fined her to a fedcnlaiy life, and her 
imagination beii", . tive and feftlefs, (he 
had fpent thole hours in; reading which 
other young women devote to company 
ami divealion ; but, as hi . 
not fop rintended by atiy perfon of tafte, 
llie had indulged hi r wn fani 
method or propriety. I ( I it< r 

t i ht her to be a critick and | 
phei ; ti. in plays lh< leaiiud poetry and 
wn; and derived her knowledge of life 
from books oi hiltoiy and adventures. 
I taught with thefe acquifitions, and 

ulied by Nature wtfh uncommon 
vivacity, (he defpifed her own 1. x, ami 

courted thefocietj oi men, among whom 

(lie 
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fhe thought her talents might he more 
honourably difplayed ; fully confi 
of her own virtue and fagacity, which 
enabled her to let all their arts at de- 
fiance. 

Thus qualified, fhe, in an evil hour, 
had recourfe to the advice of our ad- 
venturer, for fome ailment under which 
flic had long laboured ; and found fuch 
relief from his Ikill, as very much pre- 
pofiefTed her in his favour: flie was no 
lefs pleafed with his obliging manners, 
than with his phyfick ; and found much 
entertainment in his converfation, fo that 
the acquaintance proceeded to a degree 
of intimacy ; during which, he perceiv- 
ed her weak fide, and beingenamoured of 
her perfon, flattered her out of all her 
camion. The privilege of his character 
furnifhed him with opportunities to lay 
fnares for her virtue, and taking advan- 
tage of that HlHeflnefs, languor, and 
indolence of the fpirits, by which all 
the vigilance of the four is relaxed, he, 
after a long courfe of attention and per- 
severance, found means to make fliip- 
wreck of her peace. 

Though he mattered her chaftity, he 
could not quiet her cor.feience, which 
inceflantly upbraided her with breach of 
the marriage vow; nor did her undoer 
efcape without a fhare of the reproaches 
i'uggefted bv her penitence and remorfe. 
This internal anxiety co-operating with 
her difeafe, anil perhaps with the medi- 
cines he prefcribed, reduced her to the 
brink of the grave 5 when her hufband 
returned from a neighbouring kingdom, 
in confequence of her earned requeif, 
joined to the information of her friends, 
who had written to him an account of 
the extremity in which fhe was. 

I man was afflicted bey;;! d meafure, 

. he faw I ii ifeli upon the verge of 

tofing a wife whom he had ten- 

:; what were his emotions; 

when flie, taking the firlt opportunity 

is being alone with her, ac 
him l . ' I am now haften- 

' ing towards that - 

* which no mortal is exempted; and 
' though the prpfpect of futurity is al- 
« together clouded and un . my 

* conscience will not aliow me to pkn 

' into eternity without unburdening my 
' mind, and by an ingenuous confeffion, 

* making all the atonement in my power 
' for the ingratitude I have been guilty 

* of, and the wrongs I have committed 

* againfi a virtuous Irs (hand, who never 



' gave me caufe of complaint. You 
' Hand amazed at this preamble ; but, 
•alas! how will you be (hocked when 
' I own that I have betrayed you in 

* your.abfence ; that I have trefpaffed a- 
' gainft God and my marriage-vow, 
' and fall n from the pride and confi- 
' dence of virtue to the moft abject If ite 
' of vice : yes, I have been unfaithful 
' to your bed, having fallen a victim to 
' the infernal infmuations of a viiiain, 
4 who took advantage of my weak and 
1 unguarded moments. Fathom is the 
' wretch who hath thus injured your ho- 
' Rout, and ruined my unfufpecfing in- 
' nocence. I have nothing to plead in 
' alleviation of my crime but the moft 
' fin cere contrition of heart: andthough. 

* at any other juncture I could not ex* 
' pect your forgivenefs ; yet, as I now 
' touch the soal of life. I trull in \our 
' humanity and benevolence for that 
' pardon which will lighten the fci rows 
' of my foul, and thole prayers wnich 
' I hope will entitle me to favour at the 
' Throne of Grace.' 

The poor htffcand was fovnuch over- 
whelmed with grief and confufion at 
this unexpected ad dels, that he could 
not recollect himlelf till after a paufe 
of feveral minutes ; when, uttering a 
hollow groan, ' I will not,' laid he, 'ag- 
' gravate your i'ufhrings, by reproach- 
1 ing yotrwirh my wrongs; though your 
' conduct hath been but an ill return 
' for ail mv tendernefs and eileern. I 

* look upon it as a trial of my Chriftian 
' patience, and bear my misfortune with 

gnatipn : meanwhile, I forgive you 
' from my hemet, and fervently pray, 

* that your repentance may be accepts* 
' ble to the Father of mercy.' So laying, 
he approached her bed- fide, and em- 

her in token of his fincerity. 
Whether (his generous cotidefcenlion,. 
diffuied fuch a compolure upon her fpi- 
rits, as tended to the eafe and refieiii- 
ment of nature, which had been a 
: by difeafe and vexation ; 
tain it is, that, from this day, flie be- 
gan to frruggk with her malady in 
efforts ; and hourly gained 
ground, until her health was pretty well 
rc-eftabliih 

This recovery was fo far beyond the 
hufband's expectation, that he began 
to make very ferious reflections on the 
event, and even to wifh he had not been 
quite lb precipitate in pardoning the 
biickfiidings of his wife ; for, though 

iiS 
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lie could not withold his compafliori 
from i living; penit- nt, he did not at all 
u .!-. - • • iting, as 

i, with a wife, (elf c< i I the 

.;ion of t lie matrimonial contract ! 
he therefore confidered hia declaration 
as no inure lhan a provisional pardon, 
to take place on condition of bai imme- 
diate death) and, in a little time, not 

communicated to her ins fentim 
< n this luhj-ot, butalu d himielt 

her company, leaned the evidence 
of" her maid, who had been confidan 
her amour with Fathom, and inn 
ately let on foot a profecution again It our 
adventurer, whole 1 i to his 

wife be did not fail to promulgate, with 
all it's aggravating ciicumitauces. By 
thei'e means the doctor's name became 
fa notorious, that every man was afraid 
of admitting him into his houle, and 
every woman aihamed ot foliating lus 
advice. 



CHAP. XIX. 

HIS ECLIPSE, AND GRADUAL DE- 
CLINATION. 

MISFORTUNES feldomcome 
lingle : upon the back of this 
hue and cry, he unluckily prefer i bed 
phlebotomy to a gpntkman of lbme 
rank, who chanced to expire during the 
Operation ; and quarelled with his land- 
lord ihe apothecary, who charged him 
with having forgot the good oiRces he 
had done him in the beginning of his 
career; and defired he would provide 
bimfelf with another loihgii 

All theft mifliaps tread ii a the 

heels of one another, had a very mor- 
t. tying effect upon 1... , At 

.-table, his name was occa- 
fionally put to the torture, with th 
the vile creature whom he bad (educed ; 
thou !. mt- 

ed, by all thote female cafuifts, 
flie mult have made the firlt advances $ 
for it could not be fuppofed, 
man would take much trouble 
ing fchemes for the 

dc attractions were fa I 
cialiy confidering the ill f her 

health, a ciicumlhtnce that feldom adds 
to a woman's beauty or good hum 
belides, (he was al-.vay. minx, 

that affected fingularity, and a mafcu- 
Dner of Ijpeaking ; an 1 ina 



them had forefeen, that (he would, foaa 
her, bring herfelf into fuch 
itwnire. Al all go ffi pings, wl 
the apothi ca v or his •.. .1, Fa- 

thom's pride, ingratitude, and mal- 
practice, • d j in all clubs of 
married m< i, he was mentioned with 
marks of abhorrence and deteltation| 
and every medical coffee-houft rung 
with his reproach. Id (lances of his ig- 
norance and ■ 

and many particulars feigned for the 

purpofe of defamation ; fo that our hero 

iy in the lituation of a horft- 

man, who, in riding at full fpeed for 

the plate, is thrown from the laddie in 

the middle of the race, and left without 

fenfe or motion upon the plain. His 

rels, though i^pid, had been ib 

(hort, that he could not be fuppofed to 

have lajd up (tore again ft fuch a day of 

trouble j and as he li ill c heri filed hopes 

of liirmounting thofe obttacles which 

had (b fuddenly darted up in his way, 

he would not refign his equipage, nor 

retrench his expences ; but appeared, as 

ufual, in all publick places, with that 

feremty and confidence of feature which 

he had never deposited ; and maintained 

his external pomp, upon ihe little he 

had referved in the days of his profpe- 

rity, and the credit he had acquired by 

the punctuality of his former payments. 

Both theft funds, however, failed 

very little time: his law-iuit was s 

gulph that (wallowed up all his ready 

money ; and the gleanings of his p 

tice were Icarce fufrtcient to anfwei 

pocket expences, which now increaftd 

in pi a to the decreafe of bufi- 

td more idle time, 
'vas left I into private fan il 

fo he h id more occafion to 

enlarge h ince among his own 

who alone were able to fupport hint 
in his difgrace with the other. He ac- 

lubs, 
and endeavoured to r 

d branch of ti i ugh tlds 

I for aU 

. this cl ifs 

r could" not or would not 

: Iy recompeoce ihe phyfic 

i fume time, hi i in ihis 

-, v. itho | upwards or 

dov. , of Hi aw, 

turning < I until he couid 

no li ngerarrrufe the perfon of whom he 
1, id hired his coach-horics, or poltpone 
the other d which multiplied 
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uport turn every day. Then was his 
chariot overturned with a hideous crafh, 
and his face fo much wounded with the 
fliivers of the glaft, which went to 
pieces in the fall, that lie appeared in 
tin- coffee-houfe with half a dczen black. 
patches upon his countenance, gave a 
molt circumlrantial detail of the rifle he 
had run, and declared, that he did not 
believe he fhould ever hazard himfelf 
again in any fort of wheel carriage. 

Soon after this accident, he took an 
opportunity of telling his friends, in 
the fame publick place, that he had 
turned away his footman, on account 
of his drunkennefs, and was refolved, 
for the future, to keep none but maids 
in his fervice, becaufe the men fervants 
are generally impudent, lazy, debauch- 
ed, or diflioneft; and, after all, nei- 
ther fo neat, handy, or agreeable, as 
the other fex. In the rear of this re- 
folution, he (hifted his lodgings into a 
private court, being diftra&ed with the 
din of carriages, that difturb the inha- 
bitants who live towards the open ftreet; 
and gave his acquaintance to underltand, 
that he had a medical work upon the 
anvil, which he could not finifh with- 
out being indulged in filence and tran- 
quillity. In eft'eft, he gradually put 
on the exteriors of an author ; his 
watch, with an horizontal movement 
by Graham, which he had often men- 
tioned, and (hewn as a very curious 
piece of workmanfliip, began about this 
time to be very much out of order, and 
was committed to the care of a mender, 
who W3S in no hurry to rettore it. His 
tye-wig degenerated into a major; lie 
fometimes appeared without a lword, 
and was even obferved in publick with 
a fecond day's fhirt ; atlaft, his cloaths 
became ruity, and when he walked about 
the meets, his head turned round in a 
furp/izing manner, by an involuntary 
motion in his neck, which he had con- 
tracted by an habit of reconnoitring; 
the ground, that he might avoid all 
dangerous or difagreeable encounters. 

Fathom, finding himfelf defcending 
the hill of fortune, with an acquired 
gravitation, ftrove to catch at every 
twig, in order to (lop or retard his de- 
fcent. He now regretted the oppor- 
tunities he had ni ', of marrying 
one of feveral women of moderate for- 
tune, who had made advances to him, 
in the zenith of his reputation; and 
endeavoured, by forcing himielr into a 



lower path of life than any he had hi- 
therto trod, to keep himfelf afloat, with 
the portion of feme tradefman's daugh- 
ter, whom he meant to efpoufe. While 
he exerted himfelf in this purfuit, hi 
happened, in returning from a place 
about thirty miles from London, to be- 
come acquainted, in the ftage-coach, 
with a young woman, of a very homely 
appearance, whom, from the driver's in- 
formation, he underftood to be the niece 
of a country jultice, and daughter of a 
foap-boiler, who had lived and died in 
London, and left her, in her infancy, 
ible heirefsof hiseffe&s, which amount- 
ed to four thoufand pounds. The uncle, 
who was her guardian, had kept her 
facred from the knowledge. of the world, 
refolving to effect, a match betwixt her 
and his own fon ; and it was with much 
difficulty he had confented to this jour- 
ney, which Ihe had undertaken as a 
vifit to her own mother, who had mar- 
ried a fecond hufband in town. 

Fraught with thefe anecdotes, Fa- 
thom began to put forth his gallantry 
and good humour 5 and, in a word, 
was admitted by the lady, to the privi- 
lege of an acquaintance, in which ca- 
pacity he viiited her during the term of 
her relidence in London ; and as there 
was no time to be loft, declared his ho- 
nourable intentions : he had fuch a ma- 
nifeft advantage, in point of perfonal 
accomplifhments, over the voting gen- 
tleman who was dellined for her huf- 
band, that (he did not difdain his pro- 
pofals, and before (lie fet out for the 
country, he had made fuch progrefs in 
her heart, that the day was actually 
fixed for their nuptials, on which lie 
faithfully promifed to carry htr off in a 
coach and fix. How to raife money 
for this expedition, was all the difficulty 
that remained ; for, by this time, his 
finances were utterly dried up, and his 
credit altogether cxhaufted. Upon a 
very preffing occafion, he had formerly 
applied himfelf to a certain wealthy 
ouack, who had relieved his neceflities 
by lending him a fmall him of money, 
in return for having communicated to 
him a fecret medicine, which he affirm- 
ed to be the moft admirable fpecifick 
that ever was invented. The noftrum 
had been ufed, and luckily for him, 
fucceeded in the trial j fo that the em- 
pyrick, in the midttot his fatisfaclion, 
began to reflect, that this fame Fathom, 
who pretended to be in poflcllion of a 

great 
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great many remedies, equnlly efficaci- 
ous, would certainly become a formi- 
dable rival to him, in Ins bufinefs, 
mould he ever be able to extricate h m- 
ii.lt from his prelim i! ; fficiilt' 

In conllquence of diefe fuggeftions, 
he refolved to keep our adventurer's head 

i water, by maintaining him in 
the moft abject dependance j accord 
lv, he had from time 10 time accom- 
modated him with fmall trifles, which 
barelv ferved to fupport his exiltence, 
and even for thefe had taken notes of 
hand, that he might have a fcourge 
head, in cafe he fliould prove infolent 
or refractory. To this benefactor, Fa- 
thom applied for a reinforcement of 

iy guineas, which ht- foliated with 
the more c> nfidence, as that fum would 
certainly enable him to repay all other 
obligations. The quick would advance 
the money upon no other condition, 
than that of knowing thefcheme, which 
being explained, he complied with Fer- 
dinand's requtlt; but, at the fame time, 
privately dilpatched an cxprefs to the 
young lady's uncle, with a full account 
of the. whole confpiracy; fo that when 
the doctor arrived at the inn, according 
to appointment, he was received by his 
worfhip in perfon, who gave him to un- 
derstand, that his niece had changed 
her mind, and gone fifty miles farther 
into the country to vifit a relation. This 
was a grievous difappointment to Fa- 
thom, who really believed his miftrefs 
had forfaken him through mere levity 
and caprice, and was not undeceived 
till level il months after her marriage 
with her coufin, when,. at an acciden- 
tal meeting in London, (he explained 
the ftory of the fecret intelligence, and 
txcuftd her marriage, as the effect of 
rigorous uiiige and compnlfion. 

Had our hero been really enamoured 
of her perfon, he might have probably 
accomplifhcd his wiflies, notwithstand- 
ing the Heps flic had taken : but this 
was not the cafe ; his pafTion was of a 
different nature, and the object of it ef- 
fectually without his reach. With re- 
gard fo his appetit men, as it was 
an infirmity of his conftitu'ion, which 
he could not overcome, and as he was 
in no condition to gratify it at a great 
expencf , he had of lute cholen a houfc- 

ier from the hi ' Drury, and 

to avoid fcandal, allowed her to aflume 
his name. As to the intimation which 

been lint to the country ja(li« 



immediately imputed it to the true au- 
, whom he marked for his ven- 
ce accordingly ; hut, in the mean 
, fupprefl ntment, becauft 

he in fomc meafure depended upon him 
for fubfiftence. On the other hand, the 
quack, dreading the forwardnefs and 
plaufibility cf our hero, which might, 
one time or other, render him indepen- 
dant, put a (lop to thofe fupplies, on 
pretence of finding them inconvenient ; 
but, out of his friend/hip and good- 
will to Fathom, undertook to procure 
for him fuch letters of recommendation, 
as would infallibly make his fortune in 
the Well-Indies, and even to fit him 
out in a genteel manner for the voyage. 
linand perceived his drift, and 
thanked him for his generous offer, 
which he would not fail to confider with 
all due deliberation ; though he was 
determined againft the propofal, but 
obliged to temporize, that he might not 
incur the difpleafure of this man, at 
whofe mercy he lay. Meanwhile the 
profecution again ft him, in Doctors 
Commons, drew near a period, and the 
lawyers were clamorous for money, 
without which he forefaw he fltould lofe 
the advantage which his caufe had late- 
ly acquired by the death of his anta- 
gonist's chief evidence : he, therefore, 
leeing every other channel fhut up, be- 
gan to doubt, whether the rifk of being 
apprehended or (lain in the character of 
a highwayman, was not over-balanced 
by the profpect of being acquitted of a 
charge which had ruined his reputation 
and fortune, and actually entertained 
thoughts of taking the air on Hounflow 
Heath, when he was diverted from this 
expedient by a very lingular adventure. 



CHAP. XX. 

AFTER DIVERS UN'SUCCES 5TUT. 
EFFORTS, HE HAS RECOURSE 
TOTHE MATRIMONIAL N I 

CHANCING to meet with one 
of his acquaintance at a certain 
coflfee-houfe, the difcouife turn 
the characters of mankind, when, am 
other oddities, his friend broi 
the carpet a certain old gentlewoman of 
fuch a rapacious difpolition, th 
jackdaw, (he heldanym 

fubftance without an 

an effort, .-own irfe 

and 
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andcontemplation: nor was this infirmity 
originally produced from indigence, ia- 
afmuch as her circumftances had been 
always affluent, and Hie was now pof- 
feflTed of a confiderable funi of m 
in the funds; notwithftanding which, 
the avarice of her nature tempted her to 
let lodgings, though few people could 
live under the lame roof with inch an 
original ; who, rather than be idle, had 
often filched pieces of her own plate, 
and char I irvants with the thi ft, 

or hinted fufpicion of her lodgers. 
thorn, ftruck with the defcription, 
perceived how this woman's difeafe 
might be converted to his advantage; 
and after having obtained fufficient in- 
telligence, on pretence of fatisfying his 
curiofity, he vilited the widow, in con- 
sequence of a bill at her door, and ac- 
tually hired an apartment in her houfe, 
whither he forthwith repaired with his 
inamorata. It was not long before he 
perceived, that his landlady's character 
had not been mifreprefented ; he fed her 
diftemper with divers inconfiderable 
trinkets, fuch as copper medals, cork- 
Icrews, odd buckles, and a paultry 
leal let in iilvcr, which were, at diffe- 
rent times, laid as baits for her infir- 
mity, and always conveyed away with 
remarkableeagernefa, which he and his 
dulcinea took pleafure in obfervingfrom 
an unfufpeited place. Thus confirmed 
in his opinion, he at length took an op- 
portunity of expofmg a metal watcii that 
belonged to his miffrefs, and faw it 
feized, with great fatisfaction, in the 
abfence of his help-mate, who had gone 
abroad on purpbfe. According to in- 
itniction, (he foon returned, and 1 
to raife a terrible clamour about the lofs 
of her watch j upon which fiie was 
condoled by her landla ly, who kerned 
to doubt the integrity of the maid, and 
even propofed that Mrs. Fathom fliould 
apply to fome juftice of the peace, for 
a warrant to fearch the fervant's trunk. 
The lady thanked her for the good ad- 
vice, in compliance with which, the had 
immediate recourfe to a magiltrate, who 
granted a fearch -warrant, i. 1 :.■ 
the maid, but the miftrefs ; and Hie, in 
a little time, leturned with the conftable 
at her back. 

Thefe precautions being taken, Doc- 
tor Fathom defired a private nference 
with the old gentlewoman; in which 
he gave her to underftand, that he had 
undoubted proofs of her having fecreted, 



not only the watch, but alfo feveral 
other odd things of lefs confequence, 
which he had loft fmce his refidence in 
her houfe: he then fhewed the warrant 
id obtained againlt her, and afked, 
if (he had any thing to offer, why the 
; mould not do his duty. In- 
ffible were the anguifh and confu- 
fion of the defendant, when ihe found 
If thus entrapped, and reflected, 
that (lie was on the point of being de- 
tected of felony ; for fire at once con- 
' that the mare was laid for her, 
and knew that the officer of juftice 
would certainly find the unlucky watch 
in one of the drawers of her fcritore. 

Tortured with thefe fuggeftions, a- 
fraid of publick dilgrace, and dreading 
the confequence of legal conviction, flie 
fell on her knees before the injured Fa- 
thom ; and, after having imputed her 
crime to the temptations of neceflity, im- 
plored his compaflion, promifed to re- 
liore the watch, and every thing Ihe 
had taken, and begged he would difmifs 
the conllable, that her reputation might 
not fuffer in the eye of the world. 

Ferdinand, with a feverity of coun- 
tenance purpofely affirmed, obferved, 
that were fhe really indigent, he had 
. irity enough to forgive what fhe had 
; but, as he knew her circuiti- 
es were opulent, he looked upon 
excufe as an aggravation of her 
guilt, which was certainly the effect of 
a vicious inclination ; and he was there- 
fore determined to profecute her with the 
utmoft feverity of the law, as an ex- 
ample and terror to others, who might 
reeled with the fame evil difpo- 
fition. Finding him deaf to all her 
tears and intreaties, (lie changed the 
note, and offered him one hundred gui- 
neas if he would compromife the affair, 
and drop the profecution, fo as that her 
character fhould fuftain no damage: af- 
ter much argumentation, he contented 
to accept of double the fum, which be- 
ing inttantly paid in Eaft-India bonds, 
Doctor Fathom told the conftable, that 
the watcii was found ; and for once her 
reputation was patched up. Thi- fea- 
fonable fupply enabled our hero to ftand 
trial with his adverfary, who was non- 
fuited, and alfo to mend his external 
:arance, which of late had not been 
extn mi ly magnificent. 

Soon after this gleam of good fortune, 
a tra iman, to whom he was confi- 
bly indebted, feeing no other pro- 
bable 
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bable means to recover his money, in- 
troduced Fathom to the acquaintance of 
a young widow who lodged .it his h 
and was laid to be in pofleflion of a 
considerable fortune. Conitdering the 
flops that were taking, it would have 
been alAiolt impcfl'ible for him to mif- 
c3itv in his addreffes: the lady had 
bred in thj country, was unacquainted 
with the world, and of a very fanguine 
difpohtion, which her flioit trial of ma- 
trimony had not kived to cool. Our 
adventurer was in it rafted to call at the 
tradefman's houi'e, as if by accident, at 
an appointed time, when the widow 
was drinking tea with her landlady : 
on thefe occalions he always behaved to 
admiration. She liked his pcrfon, and 
praifed his politenefs, good humour, and 
good fenll- ; his confederates extolled 
him as a prodigy of learning, tafte, and 
good nature; they lik 
him as a per/on on li. 
all his competitors in phyfickj an ac- 
quaintance and intimacy icon eni 
nor was he reftrifl int of oppor- 

tunity. In a word, he Succeeded in 
his endeavours; and one evening, on 
pretence of attending her to the ; 
he accompanied her to the Fleet, where 
they were married, in prefence of the 
tradefmar. and his wife, who were of 
the partv. 

This grand affair being accomplished 
to his fatis faction, he next day vifited 
her brother, who was a counfellor of t lie 
Temple, to make him acquainted with 
the (tep his filter had taken ; and though 
the lawyer was not a little mortified, to 
find flie had made fuch a clandeftine 
match, he behaved civilly to his new 
brother-in-law, and gave him to un- 
derstand, that his wife's fortune con- 
filled of a jointure of one hundred and 
fifty pounds a year, and fifteen hundred 
pounds bequeathed to her during her 
widowhood, by her own father, who 
had taken the precaution cf fettling it 
in the hands of trultees, in fuch a n 
nei as that any hufband flu fter- 

efpouie Should be reftnfted from 
encroaching upon the capital, which was 
reserved for the benefit of her heirs. 
This intimation was far from being 
able to our hero, who had been 
informed, that this fum was abfolutely 
lifpofal, and had actually 
li pai t of it for the 
payment of his debts, for defraying the 



ice of furnifhing an elegant houfe, 

p a new equipage. 
twithftandingthis difappointmenr, 
lie refolved to carry on his plan, upon 
the credit of his marriage, which was 
publifhed in a very pompous article of 
the newfpapers ; a chariot was befpoke, 
a ready-furnifhed houfe immediately 

1, and Doftor Fathom began to 
re-appear in all his former fplcndor. 

His good friend the empirick, alarmed 
at this event, which not only raifed our 
adventurer into the fphere of a danger- 
ous rival, but alio furnilhed him with 
m^ans to r?venge the ill office he had 
fuftained at his hands, on the adventure 
of the former match ; for, by this time, 

om had given him fome hints, im- 
porting, that he w?.s not ignorant of his 
treacherous behaviour : rouzed, I fay, 
by thefe considerations, he employed 

of his em . who had fome 

knov ' Fathom's brother-in-law^ 

to prejudice him againft our adventurer ; 
3 a needy (harper, 
not only overwhelmed with debt and 
difgrace, but likewife previoufly mar- 
ried to a poor woman, who was pre- 
vented by nothing but want from feek- 

:drefs at law. To confirm the.'e 
aflertions, he gave him a detail of Fa- 
thom's incumbrances, which he had 
learned for the purpofe, and even brought 

oimiellor in company with the pcr- 
fon who had lived with our hero before 
man iage, and who was io much incenfed 
at her abrupt difmiflion, that fhe did 
not fcruple to corroborate thefe allega- 
tions of the inforn 

The lawyer, ftartled at this intelli- 
gence, let on foot a minute enquiry into 
tne life and converfation of the doftor, 
which turned om fo little to the advan- 
tage of his character and circumltances, 
thai he refolved, if poffible, to difunite 
him from his family; and, as a previous 
Itep, repeated to his filler all that he had 
heard to the prejudice of her hufband, 
to produce the evidence of 
his miftrefs, who laid claim to him by 
:: pi ior titlej which, ihc pretended) could 
be prove. 1 by the tel y of the cler- 

gyman who joi m. Such an ex- 

iiun could nOI fail to inflame the 
refentment of the injured wife; who, at 

iy fult opporlur: .; a loofe 

to the impetuofity of her temper, tip- 
braided oui herq with the moll bitter 
invectives for his perfidious 

Y: Ferdi- 
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Ferdinand, confeious of his own in- 
nocence, which lie had not always to 
plead, far from attempting to fuothe her 
indignation, a (Turned the authority and 
prerogative of a huiband, and fharpiy 
reprehended her lor her credulity and 
indecent warmth. This rebuke, in 
of hlencing, gave new lpirit and volu- 
bility to her reproaches, in the courfe of 
which, (lie plainly taxed him with want 
of honefty and affection, and faid, that 
though his pretence was love, his aim 
was no other than a bafe delign upon 
her fortune. 

Fathom, ftungwith thefe accufations, 
which he really did not defei ve, replied 
with uncommon heat, and charged her, 
in his turn, with want of iincerity and 
candour, in the falie account fhe had 
given of that lame fortune, before mar- 
riage ; he even magnified his own con- 
deiceniion, in funenderinghis liberty to 
a woman, who had fo little to recom- 
mend her to the addreffes of the other 
fex; a reflection which provoked this 
mild creature to fuch a degree of ani- 
rnofity, that, forgetting her duty and 
allegiance, fhe lent him a box on the 
ear, with fuch energy as made his eyes 
water; and he, for the honour of his 
manhood and fovereignty, having wafh- 
ed her face with a difh of tea, withdrew 
abruptly to a cofTee-houfe in the neigh- 
bourhood, where he had not long re- 
mained, when his paflion fubfided, and 
he then faw the expediency of an im- 
mediate reconciliation, which he relblved 
to purchafe even at the expence of a 
iu-b million. 

It was pity that fuch a falutary refo- 
lution had not been fooner taken ; for, 
■when he returned to his own boufe, he 
iinderftx.od that Mrs. Fathom had gone 
abi ad in a hackney-coach; and, upon 
examining her apartment, .. of her 

cloaths and trinkets., which (he had re- 
moved with admirable dexterity and 
patch, he found this billet in one of the 
drawers of her bureau. 



« SIR, 

' "DEING convinced that you are a 
' cheat and an impolror, I have 

* withdrawn myfelf from your cruelty 
' and machinations, with a view to fo- 
1 licit the protection of the law; and I 
« doubt not but I mall foon be able to 

* prove, that you have no juit title to, 



{ or demand upon, the pcrfon or effects 
' of the unfortunate 

' Sarah Muddy.* 

The time had been when Mr. Fathom 
would have allowed Mrs. Muddy to 
refine at her hifure, and blefled God 
for his happy deliverance; but at pre- 
lent the cafe was quite altered. Smart- 
ing as he was, from the expence of law- 
fuits, he dreaded a prolecution for bi- 
gamy, which (though he had juftice on 
his fide) lie knew he could not of hhn- 
felf fupport; befides, all his other 
ichemes of life were frultrated by this 
unlucky elopement : he therefore fpeedi- 
ly determined to anticipate, as much as 
in him lay, the malice of his enemies, 
and to obtain, without delay, authen- 
tick documents of his marriage. With 
this view he haitened to the houfe of the 
tradefman; who, with his wife, had 
been witnefs to the ceremony and con- 
lummation; and, in order to intereft 
them the more warmly in his caufe, 
made a pathetick recital of this unhappy 
breach, in which he had fuffered fuch 
injury and infult : but all his rhetotick 
would not avail ; Mrs. Muddy had been 
before hand with him, and had proved 
the beiter orator of the two; for file 
had affailed this honelt couple with fuch 
tropes and figures of eloquence, as were 
altogctherirreiiftible. Neverthelcfs, they 
heard our hero to an end, with great 
patience: then the wife, who was the 
common mouth upon all fuch occafions, 
contracting her features into a very 
■• • i fition, ' I'll affure you,' 

laid fhe, ' Doctor Fathom, my huiband 
' and 1 have been in a very great ter- 
« rification and numbplufh, to hear fuch 

! things of a perfbn, whom, as one 
' ma] Dught a worthy gen- 

nan, and were ready to ferve at nil 
' times, by day and by night, as the 

■ iigis; and befides, for all that, 
' you know, and God knows, as we 
' are duitrious people, and work hard 

what we get, and we have ferved 
' gentlemen to our own harm, thereby 
' my huiband was lait Tuefday lerved 
' wn'n a lifer try, bemgthathewas bound 
' for an officer that i \ ; and I 

' faid to my huiband, " Timothy," 
' fays I, " 'tis a very hard thing for 
" one to ruin one's ielf for ftraiiger 
" people. There's Doctor Fathom," 

« fays 
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1. u his account conns to nine 
" .iik! forty pounds (even fhilli 
*' Foui pence halfpenny;" and you 
know, doctor, that was befi 

I lit bill began : but, howfomei 
little did I think, a > h >w nan 

of your learning, would go to 
.1 pooi gentlewoman, when you had 
ai. : - alive. 1 

In vain did our adventurer end 
vour to vindicate himielf from this af- 
perfion; the good woman, like a . 
many modem diiputants, proceeded 
with her declamation, without feeming 
to hear what was (aid on the other fide 
of the queltion ; and the hulband wis 
altogether neutral. At length, Ferdi- 
nand rinding all his protections in- 
ual, 'Well/ faid Ik-, « though 
you are refolved, I fee, to difcredit 
all that I can fay in oppofition to that 
fcandalous (lander, of which I can 
eaf.ly acquit royfelf in a court of juf- 
tice, furelyyou will not refufe to grant 
me a certificate, fignifying, that you 
were prefent at the ceremony of my 
ith this unhappy woman.' 
— ' You fliall excuie us, 1 icplied the 
1 le orator j • people cannot be too 
wary in figning their names, in this 
wicked world ; many a one has been 
brought to ruination by figning his 
name, and my hufband mall not, with 
id-will, draw himfelf into fuch 
irnmineery/ 

larmed at thisrefufal, ear- 
nellly argued againft the inhumanity 
and injuftioe of it, appealing to their 
own conferences for the real'onablenefs 
of his propofal ; but, from the evafive 
anl'.vtis of the wife, he had reafon to 
believe, that, long before the tune of 
, they would take care to have for- 
gotten the whole tranlaclion. 

Though he was equally confounded 
and incenfed at this in ft a nee (i their 
perfidy, he durft not manifest his indig- 
nation, confeious of the advantage they 
had over him in divers refpects ; bm re- 
1, without lofsof time, to the h 
1 had m 
him, n lolved toconfult i 
fecui I :nc H ■ evil 

>t the (rat 1; tor the 

cclefialtick not only could not 
recu. or find 

in th d lj y 

um- 
. >m of h I'-mr, 

tened, if he would not in 



ly 1 ike himielf away, to raife the 

of the 1 y of his 

own perl 

than put the pallor to the 

lie of alarming his (lock, he i\- 

th a heavy heart, and went in 

quell of his miftrefsj whom he had dil- 

d at his m image, in hopes of ef- 
fecting a reconciliation, and preventing 
her from joining in theconfpiracyagair.lt 
him; but, alas! he met with fuch a re- 
ception as he had reafon to expect: from 
a flighted woman, who had never felt 
any real attachment for his perl'on. She 
did not upbraid him with his cruelty in 
leaving her as a miftrefs; but, with a 
fpecies of effrontery, never enough to be 
admired, reproached him with his vil- 
lainy, in abandoning her who was his 
true and lawful wife, to go and ruin a 
poor gentlewoman, by whole fortune he 
had been allured. 

When he attempted to expoftulate 
with this virago, upon the barbarity of 
this affection, the very prudently declin- 
ed engaging in private converfation with 
fuch an artful and wicked man, and 
calling up the people of the houfe, in- 
fitted upon his being conducted to the 
door. 



CHAP. XXL 

IN WHICH HIS FORTUNE 13 EFFEC- 
TUALLY STRANGLED. 

THE lalt refource, and that upon 
which he lealt depended, was the 
advice and afliftanceof his old friend the 
empirick, with whom fti 1 he m int, lined 
a flight correfpondence ; and to whole 
houfe hs (leered his comic, in great per- 
plexity and tribulation. title 
man, inltcad of confoling him with a(- 
fu ranees of friend (hip and protection, 
faithfully recapitulated all the inttances 
of his indifcretion and mifconduft, tax- 
iim with want of fin 

ith want 
of honeltj in his 

I him or' Ins not s, which lit; 

• .1 up, 
occafion 
1 

n would be imprac- 
1 ;his 

to hold a confultation with his own 

thoi g 
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thoughts; rind the firft objefl that pre- 
fente I it(i If to hi ; i es, when he • 
ed his apartm - from the 

tradefman, with his account in 
amounting to fifty-five pounds, which 
the writi r defired might be paid without 
delay. Before he had time to perufe 
the articles, he received a fummons, in 
confequence of a bill of ii nt for 

bigamy, found ; 1 in Hicks's 

H..I1, by S:u h dy, widow; 

while hewasrevol 

thele ltonns, another billet from 

a certain attorney, giving- him to under- 
d, that he had orders from Doctor 
Buffalo, the quack, to fue him for the 
payment of feveral notes, unlefs he 
would take them up in three days from 
the d;-ie of this letter". 

Such a concurrence of finifrer events 
made a deep impreflion upon the mind 
of our adventure] : all his fortitude was 
infuffkient to bear him up ; this 

torrent of misfortunes; .his refources 
were all dried up, bis invention failed, 
and his reflection began to take a new 
turn. ' To what purpofe, 1 faid he to 
bimfelf, 'have I deferted the paths of 

* integrity and truth, and exhaufted a 
' fruitful imagination in contriving 

* fchemes to betray my fellow-crea- 
« tures ; if, inftead of acquiring a 
« fplendid fortune, which was my aim, 
« I have fullered fuch a feries of morti- 
« fications, and at lafi brought myfelf 
c to the brink of inevitable i i :ion ? 
' By a virtuous exertion of thol I 

* I inherit from nature and education, 
' I might, long before this time, have 
' rendeied myfelf independent; and per- 
' hapsconfpicuous in life; I might have 
« grown up like a young oak, wl 

* being firmly rc< I d in it's kindred foil, 
« gradually raifes up it's lofty head, ex- 
1 pands it's leafy arms, projects a no- 

* ble fhade, and towers the glory oi 

' plain ; 1 fhould h u'e paid the deb; of 

' gratitude to my I nefactors, andi 

« their hi h joy for the hap- 

* py i r:\ cts of their benevolence; J 

* ihould .. : bulwark to my 

* friends, a fhel n mrs in 
' diftrefs ; I mould have run the race 

honour, feen my fam I like 

' a fweet-fmelling odour, and fell 
' ineffable pleafure of doing good: 
' whereas, I am, after a viciffitude of 

* difappointments, dangers, and fa- 
' tigues, reduced to miiery and fliame, 

* aggravated by a conicien.ee loaded 



' with treachery and guilt. I have a* 

* bufed the confidence and generality of 

' my patron ; I have defrauded his fa- 
' mily under the mafic of lincerity and 
' attachment ; I have taken the mod 
' cruel and bale advantages of virtue in 
' diftrefs; I have feduced unfufpecting 
' innocence to ruin and defpair ; I have 
' violated the mofi facred truft repofed 

* in me by my friend and benefactor ; I 
' have betrayed his love, torn his noble 
' heart afunder, by means of the molt 
' perfidious (lander and falfe infinua- 
' tion:- ; and finally, brought to an un- 
' timely grave the faireft pattern of hu- 
' man beauty and perfection! Shall 
' the author of thefe crimes pafs with 
' impunity ? Shall he hope to profper in 
' the mi 'lit of inch enormous guilt? It 
' were an imputation upon Providence 
' to fuppofe it. Ah, no! I begin to 
' feel myfelf overtaken by the eternal 
' jultice of Heaven ! I totter on the 

* edge of wretchednefs and woe, with- 
' out oae friendly hand tofave me from 

* the terrible abyfsl' 

Thefe reflections, which, perhaps, the 
mifery of his fellow -creatures would ne- 
ver have infpired, had he himfelf re- 
mained without the verge of misfortune, 
were now produced from the fenfation 
of his own calamities ; and, for the firft 
time, his cheeks were bedewed with 
the drops of penitence and forrow. 'Con- 

* trades,' faith Plato, 'are productive of 

* each other.' Reformation is oftentimes 
generated from unfuccefsful vice; and 
our adventurer was, at this juncture, 
very well difpofed to turn over a new 
leaf, in confequence of thofe falutary 

.s, though he was far from be- 
ared beyond the poffibility of a re- 
: on the contrary, all the faculties 
of his foul were fo well-adapted, and 
had been fo long-habituated to deceit, 
that in order to extricate himfelf from 
the evils that environed him, he would 
not, in all probability, have fcrupled 
to practife it upon his own father, had 
>pporturiity occurred. 
Be that as it may, he certainly, after 
I fruitlefsexercifeof his in- 
vention, refolved to effect a clandeltine 
it from that confederacy of enemies 
which he could not withstand, and once 
morejoin his fortune to that of Renaldo, 
whom hepropofed to ferve for the future 
with fidelity and affection, thereby en- 
deavouring to atone for the treachery 
of his former conduct. Thus determin- 
ed^ 
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ed, he packed up his neceffaries in a 

attempted t t > amufc his 

with pi off] • pay- 

I ventu foi-ih in 

the dark, took \ pi ice in the Canterbury 

rted his 
Superfluities i new rhefe 

e not taken withfuch privacy as 
erlai ies ; 
toralthough h .1 cautious enough 

t" tranfport himfelf and his baggage to 
the inn, on Sunday evening, and never 
thru the vehicle, which let out 
at tour o'clock, on Monday morning, 
would convey him out of the reach of 
his creditors beft re they could poffibly 
obtain a writ for Securing his perfon : 
they had actually taken fuch precautions 
as fruftr ted all his fineffe; and the 
coach being (lopped in the Borough of 
Southwark, Doctor Fathom was leized 
by virtue of a warrant obtained on a 
criminal indictment, and was forth ■ ith 
conduced to the prifon of the King's 
Bench; yet not before he had, by his 
pathetick rctnonrtrar.ces, excited the 
compadion, and even drawn tears from 
the eyes of his fellow-paffcngeis. 

He no fooner recollected himfelf from 
the Shock which mull have been occa- 
iioned by this finifter incident, than he 
dispatched a letter to his brother-in-law 
the CounSellor, requeuing an immediate 
conference, in which he promiled to 
make Such a propofal, as would fave 
him all the expence of a law-fuit and 
trial, and at the lame time effectually 
ill the purpoles of both. He 
accordingly favoured with a vifit 
from the 1 iwy : ; to whom, after the 
folemn onsof hisownin- 

nocence, he I ling him- 

felf unable to wage war againlt fuch 
powerful antagonills, he had rcfolved 
Ion his indubitable right, 
re into another country, in or- 
der to fcreen himfelf from perfecution, 
and remove all caule of difquiet from 
the prosecutrix, when he wasunfortu- 
. .ted by the warrant which 
had been executed againlt him. H» 

'as (till willing, tor the lake of his 
to fign a formal renunciation of 
. to Mi 1 and her 

fortune, provided ih<- deeds could be ex- 
ecuted, and the warrant withdrawn, be- 
fi re he 11 lined by his 1 

■01s ; and laftly, he 1 onjun d the 

I 
:h'j ( lubormng evidence tor the 



deftru&on of an unhappy man, whole 
rtune was iiis only fault. 

Th felt the force of his ex- 

postulations : jn.l thouj '1 he would by 
no means fuppofe hi n nt of the 

charg ; yet, ui pre- 

. ! h im . .won, 

he undertook de his filler to ac- 

cept of a proper releafe, which he ob- 
served would not be binding, it exei I 
during the confinement of Fathom ; he 
therefore took ins leave in order to pre- 
pare the papers, withdraw the aclion, 
and take fuch other meafures as would 
hinder the prifoner from giving him the 
flip. Next day he returned with an or- 
der to releafe our hero, who being for- 
ced, was conducted by the 
lawyer to a 1 n . n in the neighbourhood, 
j the releafes were exchanged, and 
thing concluded with amity and 
concord. This bulinefs being happily 
tranfa6ted, Fathom Hepped into a hack- 
ney-coach with his baggage, and was 
followed by a bailiff, who told him, with 
great compofure, that he was ag 
prifoner at the fuit of Doctor Buffalo, 
and defued the coachman to re- conduct 
him to the lodging he had fo lately dis- 
charged. 

Fathom, whofe fortitude had been hi- 
therto of the Pagan temper, was now 
fain to reinforce it with the philofophy 
of Chriftian refignation, thouj h b 
not as yet arrived to fuch a pitch of Self- 
denial as to forgive the counfellor, to 
whofe double-dealing he imputed this 
new calamity. After having received 
the compliments of the gaoler on his re- 
commitment, betook pen, ink, and pa- 
per, and compofed anarlful and R 
ing epiltle to the empirick, imploring 
his mercy, flattering his weak, -.el's, and 
demonftrating the bad policy of coop- 
ing up an unhappy man in a gaol, where 
he could never have an opportunity of 
doing jullice to his creditors ; nor did he 
forget to deflate his intention of retiring 
1 another country, where he m 
fome chance of earning a ful 
which he had fo long • 11 to 110 

purp ngland. This laft declara- 

tion he made in confequt n 
lous difpofition of the qu 
knew, had long looked upon him in the 
odious light of an rn !. 

: i till ; 

i ved only to 
tify t!i> pride I 

miums v. 

thorn 
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erfidy and ingratitude; then ?.r- 
• wifhed-hehad Itill continued im- 
■ce of her deiufion. In a 
the lonelinefs of his fituation ag- 
gravated everv horror of his reflection ; 
for, ns he foimd himfjf without com- 
. , ■ ■::. LtieW vvas n vcr I'uticit- 
r his attention diverted from thef'e 
fttbjeJRis of woe'; and he travelled to 
.! areveirC) fraught with fuch. 
r-ormeifts as rnuft have entirely wr< cbed 
his realbn, had not Providence inter- 
in his behalf. He was, by his 
fort, conducted to one of the belt 
inns of the place, where he understood 
the cloth wrre a'iready laid for flipper, 
. rhs ordinary is open tolirangers, 
in all thefe houfes of entei tainment; he 
introduced himfelf into the company, 
tew to alleviate,- in fome mea- 
fiire, his fbrrow and chagrin, by the 
converfation <Jf his feliow-gue'.ts : yet 
>s fij ill -prepared' to obtain the re- 
i : _f \ ;.:h be courted, that he entered, 
i, ami tar down to table,- 
withoirt ditfmgMifhmg either the num- 
ber or cotnitenances of -thole who were 
• ;; ■ hi.-Wbif did no', re- 
r:.rf s a'rdcdi His mien' an.' de- 
port fa iced a prepofleffion in WiS- 
of-faftiiftian fo 're- 
did not fail to 
abfervaiiori.* 
Ar.": ■ ertj was an Inih officer in 
< ■ -. ; who, having eyed' 
- . I Su, 1 iai i he," 
. ' if ' m-reyes and 'memory do riot 
•! rue the- Count- De 
• • . vt-h Av!:o;n I had ths ho- 1 
t te> iervettpon the Rhine during 

faft v.:r.' Th; veuth hearing his* 
: . 

ltiiT !! 

• \ •■ • r*d -• ■ . ■ ■■ ! whw bad b-en a captain irf 

i 's reghnent, ran forwards and* 

i ir , :'ed him with great affection, 

divers retpe'ets, a for- 

r for young Melville f 

'■■■ p.-ifrctly welt 

th*> the ■ iitu.ition- <it the 

; , « of c . miiiy, but alio refbived, in a 

j rWfloods 'vs, to kt out fur Vienna, v/hi-* 

.}'.-■ p romiied- to accompany KcnaJ- 

■ | the hfc . a* he ehdetftdbdl his tb&ti 

Q< ft h hel'd her with-rhr.t ; Se fafWe way. Before the dayfixfcd 

■ ■ ,, - m? »bc : r departure arrived,- this gen dc-' 

LJ ffieiu!; ■ i f* to' inlimiate lunate'? 

- I L > i j i I M> the' confidviH-t. ot tile count, 

i Heaven as (b I "in -the cau-b ot dm disci's' 

iW'bjcf ■' ft ■' " Ml v ■ 4wri. t»biiave4 ki Uiifecu^'5 

— • 8 at 



near 

•d-ii 

. vrrs' 
cor' the 

• I . - l . ■ 
- 

i 

hi 

\ ■] ' 'an- 

upon 

d !b 

.... 

■ \ ■ . , :. lifted up his eyes/ 

once recognizing the-othcr to-be. a* 
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at their firft meeting ; and being a gen- 
tlemao of uncommon vivacity, as well 
as fincerely attached to the ianiily of 
Melville, to winch he had owed his pro- 
motion j he exerted all his good hu- 
mour and good fenfe, in amuling the 
fancy, and reasoning down the morti- 
fication, of ihc afflicted Hungarian. He, 
in particular, endeavoured to wean his 
attention from the loft Moimnia, by en- 
gaging it upon his domeftick affaiis, 
:.nd upon the wrongs ct his mother and 
filter^ who, he gave him to nnderftand, 
were langnifhing under the tyranny of 
his father- in-law. 

This was a note that effectually rouzed 
him from the lethargy ot his l'orrow ; and 
the delire of taking vengeance on the 
oppieffor, who had mined his fortune, 
M d made his neareft relations miferable, 
fo entirely engrolfed h;s thoughts, as to 
Jeave no room for other conliderations. 
Duiing their journey to Auftria, Ma- 
jor Fairel (that was the name of his 
..'•traveller) informed him of many 
circumitances touching hisfather'shoufe, 
to winch himl'eif was an utter (hanger. 

4 The conduct of your mother,' laid 
he, « in marrying Count Trebafi, was 
4 not at all agreeable either to the friends 

* of lhe Count De Melville, or to her 
4 own relations, who knew her fecond 

* huiband to be a man of a violent ttm 

* per, and rapacious difpofition, winch 

* the nature of his education and tin- 

* ployment had ferved rather to inflame 
4 than allay j for you well know he 

* wasaparti/ in dining the whole couife 
4 of the late war. They were, more- 

* over, equally lurprizcd and chagrined, 
4 when they found the took no ftep 10 
4 pn vent his feizir.g upon that inheii- 
4 tance which of right belonged to you, 

* and which, by the law* oi Hungary, 

* is unalienable from the heir of blood ; 
4 nevertheless, they are now fully coii- 
' vinced, that Hie hath moic than fuf- 

* ficier.ily atoned for her indifcretion, 
4 by the barbarity of her liulband, who 

* h-Mili not only l'ecluded her from all 
4 communication w th her hiends and 
4 acquaintance, but even confined her 
4 to the weft towei of your father's houfe, 
4 whfre flie is faid te> be kept clofe j>ri- 
4 loner, and Subjected t'> all forts of 
4 inconvenience and moitifiction. This 
4 fevtrity flit i* believed '<> ' ,i,ve "'• 
4 cniitd, in cotifecjuer.ee of having ex - 

* pullulated with him upon hi; unjuit 

* bcbftvioui to you %aA M*dnh»U*U«j 



whom he hath actually ftr.it up in 
fome convent in Vienna, which your 
relations have not as yet been able to 
difcovcr: hut the memory of your 
noble father is Co dear to all thofe who 
were favoured with his friendfhip; 
and the fuiferings of the counters and 
Marlemoifelle b ive railed fuch a fpiril 
of refentment againd her cruel gioler, 
that nothing is wanted but yo;:r pre- 
flnce, to bet- in the profecution, and 
give a fanclion 10 the meafures of 
your friends, which will in a little 
time reftore your family to the fruition 
of it's rights and fortune. For my 
own part, my dear count, I confider 
myfelf as one wholly indebted to your 
houfe for the rank and expectation f 
now enjoy j and my finances, intereft, 
and period, futh as they are, I dedi- 
cate to your fei vice.* 
Renaldo was not flow in making his 
acknowledgments to this - generous Hi- 
bernian, whom he informed of his fcheme, 
recounting to him his uncommon tranf- 
aition with the benevolent Jew, and 
communicating the letters of recom- 
mendation he had received by his means, 
to fome of the firft noblemen at the Im- 
perial court. Meanwhile he burned with 
impatience to chaftife Count Trebiii, 
for his perfidious conduct to the wiJjw 
and the fathcrlefs; and would have taken 
the road to Piefourg, without touch. ng 
at Vienna, in order to call him to a <e- 
vere account, had not he bcui ftrenn- 
pufly oppofed by Major Fan el, vrfife 
reprefejated the impiudeuce of taking 
fuch a ftep, before he had (ecu red a 
proper protection fioin the confequence* 
with which it might be atunded. 

* It is not,' (aid he, * your own life 
' and foitane only which depend upon 
' your behaviour' i:i this emergency, but 
' alfu the quiet and h.tppinei's of Ui^:'; 
' who are nioft dear to your atfeelion : 
* not you alone, but likeMie vouimu- 
< ther and filter, would infallib'y lurfrr 
by your temerity and precipitation*. 
Firft of all, deliver your credentials 
at court, and let us j<>in oar endea- 
vours to raiican intereu throng .-no ugh 
to counterbalance that of Tuba.;). :f 
we fucceed, there will be no neivili y 
for having recourfe to perfonal mn- 
fures 1 he will be compelled to yield 
up your inheritance lA'hichht unjuftly 
detains, and. to :• . h liftei '« 

yeitl aims; and it he a". :•■•■■ js t% 
fytV< to do i Mlfjce ty, the .... :. - ;-'PU 

' -A 11 
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• will always have it in your power to 
« evince yourfelf the Ton of the brave 
« Count De Melville.' 1 f 

Thefe jult and falutary reprefenta- 
tions had a clue effect upon Renaldo, 
who no fooner arrived at the capital of 
Auftria, than he waited upon a certain 
prince of diltinction, to whofe patron- 
age he was commended ; and from whom 
he met with a very cordial reception, not 
only on account of his credentials, but 
alio for the fake of his father, who was 
well known to his highnefs. He heard 
his complaints with great patience and 
affability, adored hiin of his aifillance 
and protection, and even undertook to 
introduce him to the emprefs queen, who 
would not fuffer the weakelt of her fub- 
jects to beoppreffed, much lefs difregard 
the caufe of an injured young nobleman 
who by his own Cervices a "d thofe of his 
family was peculiarly intitled to her fa- 
vour. 

Nor was he the only perfon whofe 
countenance and patronage Melville fo- 
licited upon this occafion ; he vifited all 
the friends of his father, and all his 
mother's relations, who were eafily in- 
terefted in his behalf; while Major Far- 
rel contributed all his efforts in (trength- 
ening the affociation. So that a law- 
fuit was immediately commenced againil 
CountTrebaii; who, on his fide, was not 
idle, but prepared with incredible in- 
duitry for the affault, refolving to main- 
tain with his whole power the acqu.ii- 
tion he had ma'de. 

The laws of Hungary, like thofe at 
fome other countries I could name, af- 
ford Co many fubteifuges for the pur- 
pofes of perfidy and fraud, that it is no 
wonder our youth began to complain of 
the (low progrefs of his affair ; efpeciaily 
as he glowed with the molt eager delire 
of redrefling the grievances of his parent 
and filter, whofe i'ufferings he did not 
doubt were doubled fines the inftitution 
of his procefs againlt their tormentor. 
He imparted his fentiments on this head 
to his friend 5 and, as his apprehenlions 
every moment increafed, plainly told him 

• he could no longer live without making 
fome effort to lee thofe with whom he 
wus fo nearly connected in point of 
blood and affection : he therefore re- 
fblved to repair immediately to Pref- 
burg; and, according to the intelligence 
he mould procure, elfay to fee and con- 
vene with his mother, though at the 
ha7ard of bis liie. 



CHAP. XXIII. 

RENALDOAfcRIDGESTHEPROCEFD- 
INGS AT LAW, AND APPROVES 
HIMSELF THE SON OF HIS FA- 
THER.. 

TH E major finding him determined, 
infilled upon attending him in his 
expedition ; and they fet out together 
for Preiburg, where they privately ar- 
rived in the dark, refolving to keep 
themfelves concealed at the houfe of a 
friend, until they (hould have formed 
fome plan tor their future operations. 
Here they were informed that Count 
Trebafi's caftle was altogether inaccefli- 
ble ; that all the fervants who were fup- 
pofed to have the leaft veneration or 
compaffion for the countefs, were dif- 
miffed; and that fince Renaldo was 
known to be in Germany, the vigilance 
and caution of that cruel hufband were 
redoubled to fuch a degree, that no- 
body knew whether his unfoitunate lady 
was actually alive or dead. 

Farrel perceiving Melville exceeding- 
ly affected with this intimation, and 
hearing him declare that he would never 
quit Preiburg until he mould have en- 
tered the houfe, and removed his doubts 
on that interelting iubjectj not only ar- 
gued with great vehemence againit fuch 
ah attempt, as equally dangerous and 
indifcreet, but folemnly fwore he would 
prevent his purpofe, by difcovenng his 
defign to the family, unleis he would 
promife to liiten to a more moderate and 
featible expedient. He then prdpbfed 
that he himfelf thould appear in the 
equipage of one of the travelling Sa- 
voyards who ftroll about Europe, a- 
muiing ignorant people with the effects 
of a magick-lauthorn, and in that dil- 
guile endeavour to obtain admittance 
from the fervants of Trebaii, amonj; 
whom he might make fuch inquiries a> 
would deliver Melville from his prefent 
uneafy fufpenfe. 

This propoial was embraced, though 
reluctantly, by Renaldo, who was un- 
willing to expoie his friend to the halt 
danger or dilgtace; and the major be- 
ing next day provided with the habit 
and implements of his new profclhon, 
together with a ragged attendant who 
preceded him, extorting mulick from 
a paultry viol, approached the caitle- 
gate, and proclaimed his (hew i'o natu- 
rally, 
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rally, in a yell partaking of the (cream of joined h y his domellick, who had not 
.Vivoy and the howl ot (rcland, that been able to recover his apparel and 
one would have imagined he had been effect a retreat, without incurring marks 

ot" the fame fort of distinction. 

The major, confidering the ride he 
mult have run in being detected, 
thought himfelf cheaply quit for this 
moderate difcipline, though he was re- 



conductor to Madam Catherina from 
his cradle. So far his lhaugem fuc- 
cceded : he had not long ttood in wait- 
ing, before he was invited into the 
court-yard, where the tenants formed 
a ling, and danced to the efforts of his ally concerned for his friend Reinldo; 



companion's lkill ; then he was con- 
dueled into ihe butteiv, where he exhi- 
1 ins figures on the wall and his 
priucels on the ii 00 r ; and while they 
regaled him in this m anner with icraps 



who, under, landing the particulars of 
the alventure, determined,, as the lalt 
effort, to ride round the caltle in the 
open day, on pretence of taking the 
air, wiien, peradventure, the countefs 



and (our wine, he took occafion to en- would lee him from the place of her 



quire about the old lady and her daugh- 
ter, befoie whom, he laid, lie had per- 
formed in his lait peregrination. Though 
this queition was alked with all that air 



confinement, and favour him with 
lbme mark or token of her being alive. 

Though his companion did not much 
relifh this plan, which he fore fa w would 



pi liaiphcity which is peculiar to thefe expofe him 10 the infults of Trebafij 

people, one of the domedicks took the yet, as he could not contrive a better, 

alarm, being infected with the fulpi- he acquiefced in Renaldo's invention, 

cioas ot his m..ltcr, and plainly taxed with the provifo, that he would defer, 

the major with btin<j a fpy, threatening the execution of it until his father- iu- 



ai ;he lame time that he lliould be iirip 
ped and learciied. 

This would have been a very dange 
rousexpciiment for the Hibernian, who 



law ihould be abfent in the chace, 
which was a diveriton he every day 
enjoyed. 

Accordingly they fet a proper watch, 



had actually in his pocket a letter to the and lay concealed until they were in 
counttis from her ion, which he hoped formed of TrebalVs having gone forth ; 
fortune might have furniftied him with when they mounted their liorfes, and 
an opportunity to deliver. When he rode into the neighbourhood ot the 
therefore found himfelf in this dilemma, caftle. Having made a iinall excurfion 
he was not at all eaf'y in his own mind : in the adjoining fields, they drew near- 
however, inltead of projeltjjng his in- er the walls, and at an ealy pace had 
nocence in an humble and beieechmg twice circled them, when Parrel defciied 
lt> ain, in order to acquit himfelf of the at the t>>p of a tower, a white hand- 
charge, he relblved to elp.de th. liil'pi- kerchief waved by a woman's hand 
e; on by provoking the wrath of his ac- through the iron bars that leaned the 
euler, and putting on the air of vulgar window. This fignal being pointed 
integrity affronted, began to reproach out to Renaldo, his heart began to 
the tenant in very mibieiU terms for his throb with great violence; he made a 
unfair luppoiiiion; and undrcrlTiug him- ici'peeiful obeilancc towards the part in 
(ill in a moment ;o the (kin, threw hi? which it appeared, and perceiving the 
tattered garments in the face ot his ad- hand beckoning him to approach, ad- 
verlary, telling him he would find no- yanccd to the very buttrels of the tur- 
thing there which he would not be very ret; upon which, feeing fomething drop, 
I to part with ; at the lame tune, he alighted with gieat expedition, »n<j 
tailing his voice, he, in the gihbeiifli took up a picture of his father in 1111- 
of the clan he repielented, lcolded and niature, the features of which he no 
cu. ltd with great fluency; lo that th* fooner dittingunhed, than the tt- .11 'S i.m 
whole huuie leiounded with the noiie. down his chirks,; he pielied the little 
'i 'lie valet's jealouiyi like a Imaiiei lire, ini (ge to his tips with the molt filial fer- 
was in a nice l'wallowed up in the von; then, conveying it to his bofom, 
gr.-ater flrme of lus rage enkindled by looked up to the hand, which waved 
this abrupt addrefl ; in conHquence of in l.ieh a maimer, as gave him to un- 

deiltand it was high time to retire. 

Being by this time highly peil'uadcd 

that his kind monitor was. no other than 

th. 



which, parrel was kicked out at the 
gate, naked as he was to the wailt, 
at 11 in. lar.thorn had been bioke to 
j/ieces 011 his heal; and there he was 



,junt'4'c hcrfclf, he pointed to In* 
'/ j heart, 
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heart, in token of his filial affVftion; 
nnd, laying his hand on his fwerd, to 
denote his i efolution of doing her j'.ilticc, 
he took his leave with another profound 
how, and luffered himielf to be recon- 
tLuiSled to his lodging. 

Evejjy circmuitanceof this tranfacYion 
was obfervtd by the fervants of Count 
*£|iebafi, wtjo immediately difpntched a 
;p'cirenger to their lord, with an account 
of what had happened. Alarmed at this 
5ri Formation, from wliich he immediate- 
ly coiuiu lc that the th-ans.fr was young 
.JMelvilh , he forthwith quitted thechace; 
and returning to the cattle by a private 
pofterru ordered his horfe to be kept 
ready faddlcd, in hope that his fon-ir,- 
Jaw would repeat the vifit to his mother. 
This piecaution would have. been to no 
purpofe, had Renaldo followed the ad- 
vice of Parrel, who reprefented the dan- 
ger- of returning to a place where the 
alarm was undoubtedly given by his firft 
appearance; and exhorted him to return 
to Vienna for the profecutipn of his luit, 
now that he was fausfied of his mother's 
being alive; in order to iliengthen this 
admonition, he ba.ie rum recolleft the 
figr.al forwith drawing, which wasdoubt- 
leVs the effecT: of maternal concern, in- 
spired by ih knowledge of the count's 
vigilance and vindiclive difpoiition. 
'. Notwithstanding thefe iuggellions, 
Melville perfi'fted in his refblution of 
appearing once more below the tower, 
on the l'uppofition that his mother, in 
expectation of his return, had prepared 
a billet for his acceptance, from which 
.he might obtain important intelligence. 
The major feeing htm lend a deaf ear to 
his remonftrances, was contented to at- 
tend him in this fecond expedition, 
which he pitifed him to undertake that 
fame afternoon, as Trebafi had taken 
care to circulate a report of his having 
gone to cfine at the feat of a nobleman 
in the neighbourhood. Our knight- 
trrant and his fquire, deceived by this 
fmefte, pre ft- h ted thernlelves again un- 
der the prilon of thecountefs; who no 
fuoner beheld her ion teturn, than (he 
earneitly intreated h.m to be gone, by 
„the famsTign which me had befoie uftd; 
and he 'taking it for granted that (he 
was debancd -the ufe of pen, ink, and 
.paper, and that 'he bad nothing more to 
expe£t, confenttd to retite, and had al- 
ready moved to fome ditiance from the 
houf'e, when, in eroding a fmall plan- 
tation that belonged to the cadle, they 



were met by Count Trebali and another 
perfon on horfeback. 

A' fight of this apparition, the blood 
mourned into Renaldo's checks, and his 
eyes began to lighten with eagernrfs and 
indignation ; which was not at all dimi- 
nished by the ferocious add re Is of the 
count, who, advancing toMclville with a 
menacing air, ' Before you proceed,' laid 
he, ' I nin ft know with what view you 
4 have been twice to-day patroling round 

* my inclolures, and reconnoitring the 
' different avenues of my houfe : you 
' likewife carry on a clandestine cor- 
' relpondence with fome perfon in the 
' family, of which my honour obliges 
' me to demand an explanation.' 

f Had \our uftions been always re- 
' gulated by the dictates of honour,' re- 
plied Renaldo, f i mould never have been 

* queltioned for riding round that caftle 
4 which you know is my rightful inhe- 
< ritance; or excluded from the fight 

* of a parent who fuffers under your 
' tyranny and oppreffion. It is my part, 
' therefore, to expotiulate; and, lince 
' fortune hath favoured me with an 
' opportunity of revenging our wrongs 
' ;n perfon, we mall not part until you 

* have learned that the family of the 
1 Count De Melville is not to be in- 

* jured with impunity. Here is no ad- 

* vantage on either fide in point of arms 

* or number, you are better mounted 

* than I am, and fhall have the choice 
' of the ground on which our difference 
' ought to be brought to a Ipeedy tle- 

* termination.' 

Trebaii, whofe courage was not of 
the lentimental kind, but purely owing 
to his natural infenfibility of danger, 
inftead of concerting meafures coolly tor 
the engagement, or making any verbal 
reply to this defiance, drew a piriol 
without the leatt hefitation, and fired it 
at the face of Renaldo, part of whole 
left eye-brow was carried of? by the 
ball. Melville was not flow in return- 
ing the compliment; which, as _it was 
deliberate, proved the more decifive: for 
the (hot entering the cbunt'sright-brealt, 
made it's way to the back- bone with 
fuch a (hock, as ftruck him .to the 
ground ; upon which the other alighted, 
in order to improve the advantage he 
had gained. 

During this tranfa&ion, Farrel had 
well-nigh loft his life by the lavage be- 
haviour of Trebafi's attendant, who had 
been a huffar officer, and who thinking 

it 



FERDINAND COUNT FATHOM. 



h was his duty to imitate the example 
of his patron on thisocc.-.fion, difcharg- 
fed R plftol at the niaior before he had 
the leaft intimation of hi? detign. The 
Hibernian's hoile being a common hire- 
lings ami umcauftoancd to Hand fire, 
no kiopt law the fltfn of Tre : >ali's 
piltoi, than Ratting alide, he happened 
to plunge into a hole, an J was overturn- 
ed ft the very inilant when the huflar's 
piece vw.nt off, lb that no damage en- 
lued to his rider, who pitching on his 
feet, flew with treat nimhleneis to his 
adverfai v, then laying hold on one leg, 
difmounted him in a twinkling, and 
lazing his throat »i he lay, would have 
Toon difpatched him without the aft of 
tire -arms, had lie not been prevented 
hy his friend Rcnahlo, who dell red him 
■to delilt, observing that his vengeance 
sv3s already unshed, as the count item- 
ed to be in the agonies of death. The 
major was loth to quit his prey, as he 
thought his aggrelibr had acted in a 
trcaenerous man n er ; but recollecting 
that there was no time to lol'e, becaule, 
in all probab lity, the firing had alarmed 
tiii. ci tie, he took his leave of the van- 
quished huliai, with a couple of hearty 
kicks; and mounting his horle, follow 
ed Melville to the houi'e ot a gentleman 
in the neighbourhood, who was kmf- 
man to the coumefs, and very well dif- 
pole'i to grant him a fecure retreat, un- 
til the rrouhlelbme confequences of this 
rencounter lliouid beovci blown. 

Pxehal^ Plough to the y cofng gentle- 
man he leemed I'peechlels and inlenlihle, 
had neither lott the ulc of his reafon, 
nor of his tpagde, nut affected that ex- 
tremity, in order to avoid any faithtr 
converfatton with the victor. lie W3S 
one of tln.lc people who never think of 
death until he knocks at the fooN, ami 
then eaineitly in treat him to excuie lhem 
f i the paahqit, and be lb good as to 
call another time. The count had !i> 

oftt n chaped unhurt, 111 the coiille oi 
his campaigns-, tint he looke.l upon 
blmscif as invulnerable, and fi* all dan- 
ger at defiance. Bhowgh h« had hi- 

theito taken no c>vc ot life concerns oi 
Ins foul, he had a large fund of foper- 
Union at bottom; and when the lur- 
geon who examined his wound, de- 
clared it was mortal, all the terrors ot 
futurity fooJe hold on his imagination, 
aj.d all 'he mi demeanors ot his Jif'." 



•cd themfelves in aggravated co- 
loins to Ins KcoiLctnm. 

He implored the fpiritual atTifbnce of 
a good pr.elt in the neighbourhood^ 
who, in the ilifcharge of his own con- 
fidence, gave him to underhand-, that he 
had little mercy to expert, unlets he 
wcmld, as much as lay in his power, re- 
dreft the injuries he had done to his W- 
low •creature'!. As nothing lay heavier 
upon his foul than the cruelty and fraud 
he had practulil ttpdn the family of 
Count Melville, he earneftly belbu^ht 
tins charitable cleigyman to mediate his 
pardon with the tountefs, and at the 
lame time delired to fee Renaldo before 
his death, that he might put him in pof- 
leihon of his paternal etta.'e, and Ibli- 
cit his forgivenefs for the ofFence he had 
given. 

His lady, far from waiting for the 
prielt's interceflion, ro (boner underlfood 
the lamentable fituation of her huiband, 
and found herfclf at liberty, than flic 
battened to his apartment, exprefled the 
utmoit concern for his misfortune, ami 
tended him with trulv conjugal tender- 
iv Is ahd fidelity. Her Ion gladly obey- 
ed the lummons, and was received with 
gieat civility and latisfaclion by his fa- 
ther-in-law j who, in prcfence of the 
judge and divers gentlemen affemWed 
tor that pui'pole, renounced all right and 
title to the fortune he had fo ur.juftly 
ufurped ; dif lofed the iv.me of the con- 
vent to which Mademoifiie De Mel- 
ville had been convey d ; difmiffed all 
the agents ot his iniquity ; and, being- 
reconciled to his fon-in-law, began to 
prepare hiiiifclf in tramiiiiijity for his 
iatter erick 

The countefs was overwhelmed w*fh 
an excel'.- 6f yr, , while fhe embr. icfcd 
her long-ddfl l.m, who had proved him- 
l\ If fo worthy of his father. Yet this 
joy was imhittered by reflecting th'.u 
Ihe was made a widow hy the hands- of 
that dai Hug !bn : for, though (he knew 
his hoivur demanded the (am rirr, {he 
could riot I iy afide that regard and ve- 
in ia:i.>r, which is attached to the name 

6*1 hull) md; aitd tlu-iefoiv nlbUv.l to 

retire into a mortaftery, where (lie could 
rfc i.d the 1 manulei of her life in devo • 
lion, without being cvpofed to any in- 
tercom fe which mighi interfere with 
the denary of her feotirricnis on thdt 
tubi'ct. 
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C II A P. XXJV. 



HE IS THE MESSENGER OF HAPPI- 
NESS TO HIS SISTER, WHO RE- 
MOVES THE F I L M W H I C II HAD 
LONG OBSTRUCTED HIS PENii- 
TRATION, WITH REGARD TO 
COUNT FATHOM. 

AS the molt endearing affection had 
always fublilted between Renaldo 
and liis filler, he would not one moment 
deny himfelf the pleafure of flying to 
lier embrace, and or" being the glad 
meifenger of her deliverance. Soon, 
therefore, as he underftood the place of 
her retreat, and had obtained a proper 
order to the abbefs, figned by Count 
Trebafi, he fet out polt for Vienna, (till 
accompanied by his faithful Hibernian} 
and, arriving at the convent, found the 
abbefs and the whole houfe fo engrofled 
in making preparations for the ceremo- 
ny of giving the veil next day to a young 
woman who had fulfilled the term of 
her probation, that he could not pof- 
fibly fee his filter with that leifore 
and fatisfaction which he had flattered 
himfelf with enjoying at this meeting; 
and therefore he was fain to bridle 
his impatience for two days, and keep 
his credentials until the hurry (hould be 
over, that Mademoifelle might have no 
intimation of her good fortune, except 
from his own mouth. 

In order to fill up this tedious inter- 
val, he vifited his friends at court, who 
were rejoiced to hear the happy iffue of 
his excurfion to Preiburg. The prince, 
who was his particular patron, defired 
he would make himfelf perfectly eafy 
wiih regard to the death of Count Tie- 
bail, for he would take care to reprefent 
him in fucha light to theemprefs queen, 
as would fcreen him from any danger or 
profecution on thataccount. His high- 
riefs, moreover, appointed the following 
day for performing the promil'e he had 
made of prefenting him to that augult 
princefs ; and, in the mean time, pirepof- 
■ felled her fo much in his favour, that 
when he approached her preience, and 
was announced by his nobie introductor, 
ihe eyed him with a look of peculiar 
complacency, faying, * 1 am glad to fee 
.* you returned to my dominions. Your 

* lather was a gallant officer, who ferved 
' our houfe with equal courage and fi- 

• delity; and, as I underltand you tread 



' in his lootiLps, yon may depend up 
' on my favour and piotection.' 

He was io much overwhelmed with 
this gracious reception, that, while he 
bowed ni lilence, the drops of gratitude 
trickled from his eyes; and her Impe- 
rial niajeliy was lo well pleafed with this 
mar.ifettaiion of his heart, that flu- im- 
mediately gave directions for promoting 
him to the command of a troop of hoile. 
Thus fortune Itemed willing, and indeed 
eager, to difcharge the debt (he owed 
him for the different calamities he had 
undergone. And, as he looked upon the 
generous Hebrew to be the fole iouite 
of his fuccels, he did not fail to make 
him acquainted with the happy effects of 
his recommendation and Jriendlhip ; and 
to exprefs, in the warmeft terms, the 
deep fenfe he had of his uncommon be- 
nevolence: which, by the bye, was tlill 
greater with regard to Renaldo, than tlie 
render as yet imagines; for he not only 
furnifhed him with money for his pre- 
fent occalions, but had alio given him an. 
unlimited credit on a banker in Vienna, 
to whom one of his letters was directed. 
The ceremony of the nun's admifiion 
being now performed, and the convtnt 
reftored to it's former quiet, Melville 
halted thither on the wings of brotheily 
affection, and prefented his letter to the 
abbefs ; who, having perufed the con- 
tents, by which file learned that the fa- 
mily difquiets of Count Trebafi nolong- 
er fubliited, and that the bearer was the 
brother of Mademoifelle, the received 
him with great politenefs, congratulated 
him on this happy event, and begging 
he would excufe her flaying withhun in 
the parlour, on pretence of buiinefs, with- 
drew, faying. flie would immediately feud 
in a young lady who would conible him 
for her abience. In a few minutes he 
was joined by his filter; who, expect- 
ing nothing lefs than to fee Renaldo, no 
fooner diltinguilhed his features, than 
fhe fhriekr.d aloud with furprizc, and 
would have funk upon the floor, had not 
he fupported her in his embrace. 

Sueh a fodder) apparition of her bro- 
ther, at any time, 01 in any place, after 
their long leparation, would have ftrcr.g- 
ly affected this feniible young lady ; but 
to find him fo abruptly in a place where 
ihe thought herfelf buried from the 
knowledge of all her relations, occasion- 
ed fuch commotions in her lpirits as had 
well-nigh endangered her reafon ; for it 
was not till after a confiderable paufe 

that 
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that Ihe could talk to him with connec- 
tion or coherence. However, as thofe 
UrahttpOTts fubfuied, thev entered into a 
more deliberate and agreeable converlh- 
tion ; in the courie ot which he gradu- 
ally informed her of wh;it h:id palled at 
the ciftle; and inexprellible was the 
plrafure me felt in I taming t!v,t her 
mother was releafed from captivity, her- 
felf rtftored ta freedom, and her brother 
to the p<>ire(iiori of his lawful inheri- 
tance, by the only means to which (he 
had aWays prayed thel'e billings might 
be owing. 

As (he had been treated wrth uncom- 
mon humanity feVy the Bffebefs, ihe v\ 
not confcr.t to leave the roi.ven: until 
he fhould be ready to let out for Pre*> 
burg ; fo that they dined together with 
that good lady, and parted t!ie after- 
noon in t'.iatinutual c«mmumcatioawith 
which a brother and filler may be ftjp- 
poled ru entertain themfelves on foch an 
occaiion. She gave him a detail of the 
tniults and mortifications Ihe had fnf- 
fered from the brutality of her father- 
in law; and told him, that her confine- 
ment in this monaltery was owing to 
Treball's having intercepted a lettei tohei 
from Ren -ido, i"'"<yf\ ing his intention 
to return to the empire, in order to allert 
his own right and r.drel's hergiievances. 
Then, turning the difouirfe upon the 
incidents of h:s peregrinations, Ihe in a 
particular manner enquired about that 
exqtrrfite beauty who h id been the inno- 
cent fourceof all his : diltreli'es, and upon 
whole perfections he had often, in his 
letters to his filter, expatiated with in- 
dications or rapture and delight. 

This enquiry in a moment blew up 
that fcorching flame which had been 
well nigh Hifled by other neceft'ary avo- 
cations. His eyes gleamed, his clucks 
glowed and grew pale alternately, and 
'his wh>!e frame underwent an inline- 
iliate agitaridft ; Which being perceived 
by Mademoiftll •, (he concluded that 
• new calamity was annexed to file- 
name l f Moiiimia, a::d dreading 1 
up a wound winch flue I\w wUs fo in- 
:iially doled, file for the pnle.it 
' hercuriofi'.y and concern, and 
in lullriouliy endeavoured to introduce 
fome kfs'aflre&ing iubjeft of conver- 
fation- He faw iicr aim, approved of 
her iJilcietion, and Joining her endea- 
p; itee ai her h av- 
'ing omitted to fignrfy the leiil rdntMit- 
itce of her old favourite Fatliom, 
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whom he had left in England. He had 
no fooaer pronounced tins name, than 
Hie hitTercd lome confuiion in her turn; 
irom which, however, recollect mi; her— 
leit, » Brother,' laid flie, \ you mull 
' endeavour to forget thai wretch, wh© 
1 is altogether unworthy of ictaining 
' the lmallcil lhare of your repaid." 

Altonimed, and indeed angiv at this 
expreflion, which he conlidcied as the 
effect of malicious miliepieier.tation, he 
gently chid her for her credulity in or- 
lieving the envious alperlion of i'oiue 
peiibn who repined at the luperior virtue 
of Fathom, whom he affirmed to be an 
honour to the human ipecies. 

' Nothing is more eaiy," replied the 
young lady, ' than to impole upon « 

* perlon, who, being himlelf uncon- 
' Jcious of guile, iufpecls no deceit 
' You have been a dupe, deai brother, 

* not to the fintfVc of' fathom, but to the 
' fincerity of your own heart. For mv 
4 own part, 1 affume no honour to mv 
' own penetration in having compre- 
' bended the villainy of that impoltor, 
1 which was discovered in more than 
' one inltance by accidents I could not 

* polTiblv lore-lee.. 

' Vo'i mud know that Terefa, who 
' attended me from my childhood, and 
f in who;, hmelly I re poled inch con- 
' fidence, havingdifbbliged tome-of thte 
' inferior lenvants, was 10 nairow.v 

* w&tched m all her trar.factio;. , as :o 

* be at lalt tietee'.ed in the very ait of 

* conveying a |)ieceof piale, wfnch wss 
' actually found concealed among her 
' deaths, 

' You may guefs how much I was 
■ ailoniftied when I underltcod this < < ■ 
' cumlh.nce ; 1 could not trull to the 

* evidence ol rny own lenles, and fli 

* have itill believed f.ej innocent,:!; 

' of ocular demonlhation, had not ilio, 

' in the terrors of being tried for fc- 

' lony, promiicd to make a very inate- 

' rial dif'covcry to the count' is, pro- 

' vided flic would tike i'uch mwfuias ai» 

' would lave her life. 

' I ins icqueit being complied with, 

* Ihe, in my hearing, opened up : 
' an amazing Iceno of iniquity, b 

, and ingratitude, which hail ; 
' acted by hei and Faihoin, 111 ord rfo 
' defraud the family to which ihm . 
' to much indebted, that I could not 
1 have believed the human mind capa- 
' Lie of fuch degeneracy, or that uai- 
' (01 endowed with fuch pernicious ciin- 

' ning 
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• ning and diftimulation, had not her 
« tale been congruous, confiftent, and 

• diftinct, and fraught with circum- 

• (lances that left no room to doubt the 
« lead article of hei confeffion : on con- 

• ^deration of which, (lie was permit- 

• ted to go into voluntary exile.' 

She then explained their combination 
in all the particulars, as we have al- 
ready recounted them in their proper 
place; and Anally obferved, that the 
opinion (he had hence conceived of Fa- 
thom's character, was confirmed by what 
(he had fmce learned of his perfidious 
conduct towards that very nun who had 
lately taken the veil. 

Perceiving her brother (truck dumb 
withaftonifhment, and gaping with the 
moft eager attention, (lie proceeded to 
relate the incidents of his double in- 
trigue with the jeweller's wife and 
daughter, as they were communicated 
to her by the nun, who was no other 
than the individual Wilheimnia. Alter 
thofe rivals had been foi fdken by their 
gallant, their mutual animofities and 
chagrin ferved to whet the attention and 
invention of each ; lb that in a little 
time the whole myftery (food difclofcd 
to both. The mother had difcovered 
the daughter's correfpondence with Fa- 
thom, as we have formerly obferved, 
by means of that unfortunate letter 
which he unwittingly committed to the 
charge of the old beldame j 3nd as loon 
as (he underfiood he was without the 
reach of ail folicitation or profecution, 
imparted this billet to her huiband, 
whole fury was fo ungovernable, that 
he had almoft facrificed Wilhelmina 
with his own hands, efpecially when, 
terrified by his threats and imprecations, 
(lie owned that (he had beftowed the 
chain on this perfidious lover. How- 
ever, his dreadful purpole was prevent- 
ed, partly by the inlcrpoiition of his 
wife, whofe aim was not the death but 
immurement of his daughter, and part- 
ly by the tears and fuppliction of the 
young gentlewoman herfelf, who pro- 
tefted that, although the ceremony of 
the church had iiot been performed, (he 
was contracted to Fathom by the molt 
folemn vews, to witnel's which he in- 
voked all the taints in Heaven. 

The jeweller, upon cooler confidera- 
tion, was unwilling to lofe the lead 
fpark of hope that glittered among the 
ruins of his defpair, and refilled all the 
importunities of ins wife, who prefied 



him to confult the welfare of his daugh- 
ter's foul, in the fond expectation of 
finding fome expedient to lure back the 
chain and it's poflefTor. In the mean 
time, Wilhelmina was daily and hourly 
expofedto the mortifying animadverfions 
of her mamma $ who, with all the in- 
folence of virtue, incefiantly upbraided 
her with the backflidings of her vicious 
life, and exhorted her to reformation 
and repentance. This continual tri- 
umph lafted for many months, till at 
length a quarrel happened between the 
mother and the golfip, at whofe honfe 
(he uied to give the rendezvous to her 
admirers, that incenfed confidante, in 
the precipitation ot her anger, promul- 
gated the hiltory of thofe fecret meetings, 
and. among the relt, her interviews 
with Fathom were brought to 1 i trht. 

The fir ft people who hear news of 
this fort, are generally thofe to whom 
they are moft unwelcome. The Ger- 
man was foon apprized of his wife's 
frailty, and cenfidered the two females 
of his houl'e as a couple of devils incar- 
nate, lent from hell to exeicife his pa- 
tience ; yet, in the midft of his difplea- 
fure, he found matter of confutation in 
being furnifhed with a fufficient realbn 
for parting with his help -mate, who had 
for many years kept his family in dif- 
<]uiet. He therefore, without hazard- 
ing a perfonal conference, fent piopo- 
fals to her by a friend, which the did 
not think proper to reject: and leeing 
himlelf reftorcd to the dominion of his 
own houle, exerted his fway fo tyran- 
nically, that Wilhelmina became weary 
of her life, and had recouri'e to the com- 
forts of religion, of which (lie foon be- 
came enamoured, and begged her fa- 
ther's permi'.fion to dedicate the reft cf 
her life to the duties of devotion. She 
was accordingly received in this con- 
vent ; the regulations ol which were fo 
much to her liking, that (he performed 
the talk of probation with plealuie, and 
voluntarily excluded herfelf from the 
vanities of this life. It was here (he 
had contracted an acquaintance with 
Mademoifelle De Melville, to whom 
(lie communicated her complaints of Fa- 
thom, on the fuppoiition that he was 
related to the count, as he himlelf had 
often declared. 

While the young lady rehearfed the 
particulars of this detail, Renaldo inf- 
lamed a ftrange viciffitude of different 
pafnons. Surprize, fbrrew, fear, hope* 

and 
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aud indignation, tailed a raoft tumul- 
tuous conflict in his bolbm. Monimia 
i ufliul upon his imagination in the cha-* 
racier of innocence betrayal by the in- 
hnuations of treachery. He with hor- 
ror viewed her at the mercy of a villain, 
who had broken all the ties of gratitude 
and honour. 

Affrighted at the profptct, he darted 
from his (eat, exclaiming in the uncon- 
nected ftrain of dirtrnction anddefpnir: 
Have I then nourifhed a ferpent in my 
bolbm ! Have I liltened to the voice 
of a traitor who hath murdered mv 
peace ! who bath tore my heart-firings 
ai'under, and perhaps ruined the pat- 
tern of all earthly perfection 1 It can- 
not be. Heaven would not fuiTer inch 
internal artifice to take effect.. The 
thunder would be levelled againft. the 
* head of the accurfed projector.' 

From this tranfpoi t, compared with 
h;s agitation when fJie mentioned Mo- 
nimia, his filler judged that Fathom had 
b;-eii the occalion of a breach between 
the two lovers ; and this conjecture 
being confirmed by the disjointed an- 
fwers he made to her, interrogation* 
upon the affair, Ihe endeavoured to calm 
his appieheufions, by representing that 
he would i'oon have an opportunity of 
reluming to England, where the mif- 
underftanding might be ealily cleared 
up; and that, ii> the in-.a:i time, he had 
ing tu fear on account of, the perfon 
. , in a country where in- 
dividuals were Co well protected by the 
laws and conuitu.io,, of th-.- realm- At 
length he fuftered himfelfro be flattered 
with the fond hope or feeing Monimia's 
character triumph in the inquiry; of 
retrieving that loft jewel, and of re- 
newing that ravilhiug intercourfe and 
exalted expectation which had been !'o 
cruelty cut off. He now wifhed to find 
>m as black as he had been exhi- 
bited, that Monimia's apoftacy might 
be numbeied among the mifreprefenta- 
tions of his treachery and fraud. 

His love, which was alike generous 
and aiJt-ni, clpoufed the caufe, and he 
no lunger doubted her conftancy and 
virtue | but when he reflected how her, 
l< ndei heait mult have been w: ung with 
angviiih at i)is unkindnefs and cruelty, 
in leaving her deftitute in a foreign 
! Jr. J; bow her icnfibility mini have 
been turtuied in finding herfelf altoge- 
ther dependant upon a ruffi ill. who cer- 
taifljy hajLio-rLd the molt baleful de- 
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figns upon her honour ; how her life 
mull be endangered both by his barba- 
rity and her own defpair: I fay, when 
he reflected on thefe circutnltances, he 
fhuJdered with horror and dif'may ; and 
that very night difpatchsd a letter to 
his friend the Jew, intreating him, in 
the molt prelling manner, to employ 
all his intelligence in learning the litu- 
ation of the fair oiphan, that me might 
be proiectedfrom the villainy of Fathom, 
until his return to England. 



CHAP. XXV. 

HE RECOMPENSES THE ATTACI!- 
MENT OF HIS FRIEND; AND RE- 
CEIVES A LETTER THAT RE- 
DUCES HIM TO THE VERGE OF 
DEATH AND DISTRACTION. 

THIS ffep being taken, his mind 
in fome meafure retrieved it's 
t jnr.cr tranquillity ; he lbothed himfeif 
with the profpect of an happy recon- 
ciliation with the divine Monimia, anil 
Ins fancy was decoyed from every dif-. 
agreeable prcfage by the entertaining 
convelfation of his filter, with whom 
in two days he fet out for Prefburg, at- 
tended by his friend the major, who 
had never quitted hi:n lince their m 
ing at Bruuels. Here they found (, 
Trebafi entiieiy rid of the fever which 
had been occafioned by his wound, an \ 
in a fairway of doing well ; a circum- 
ftance that afForded unfpeakable plea- 
lure to Melville, whole manner of 
thinking was fuch as would have made 
him unhappy, could he have charged, 
himielf with the death of his mother's 
hufband, howibever criminal he might 
have been. 

The count's ferocity did not return 
with his health; his eyes were op n 1 
by the danger he had incurred, aud his 
fentiments turned in a new channel ; lie 
heartily aiked pardon of Mademoifellfl 
for the rigorous ufage (lie had luff i i 
from the violence of his temper; thank- 
ed Renaldo for the ftal I (Ton ha 
had idminiftercd to him; and notonJji 
inlifted upon being removed from tha 
calile to an houfe of his own in Freiburg, 
but proffered to make immediate reditu ? 
tio.i of -all the rums which he had uu- 
jultly converted to bis owq ule. 

Thefe thtng • being fettled in the mo0 
amicable (Banner, to the entire i. 

A a fad ion 
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faction of the parties concerned, as well 
as of the neighbouring noblefle, among 
whom the houfe of Melville was in 
univeifal efteem, Renahlo refolved to 
folicit leave at the Imperial court to re- 
turn to England, in order to investigate 
that affair of Monimia, which was more 
interefting than all the points he had 
hitherto adjuited ; but, before he quit- 
ted PreSburg, his friend Farrel taking 
him afide one day, • Count,' faid he, 
will you give me leave to aik, if, by 
my zeal and attachment for you, I 
have had the good fortune to acquire 
your etteem f — ' To doubt that ef- 
teem, 1 replied Renaldo, « were to 
fufpect my gratitude and honour, of 
which I mu ft be utterly deftitute be- 
fore I lofethefenfeof thofeobligations 
I owe to your gallantry and friend- 
ship; obligations which I long for a 
proper occafion to repay.' 
1 Well, then,' refumed the major, 
I will deal with you like a downright 
Swifs, and point out a method by 
which you may Shift the load of obli- 
gation from your own moulders to 
mine. You know my birth, rank, 
and expectations in the fervice ; but 
perhaps you do not know, that as my 
expence has always unavoidably ex- 
ceeded my income, I find mySelf a 
little out at elbows in my circum- 
Itances, and want to piece them up 
by matrimony. Of thofe ladies with 
whom I think I have any chance of 
fucceeding, Mademoifelle De Mel- 
ville feems the belt qualified to ren- 
der my Situation happy in all re- 
fpecls. Her fortune is more than Suf- 
ficient to difembarrafs my affairs ; 
her good fenfe will be a feafonable 
check upon my vivacity; her agree- 
able accomplishments will engage a 
continuation of affection and regard : 
I know my own difpofition weli enough 
to think I Shall become a moft dutiful 
and tractable huSband ; and Shall deem 
myfelf highly honoured in being more 
clofely united to my dear Count De 
Melville, the fan and representative 
of that worthy officer under whom my 
youth was formed ; if you will there- 
fore Sanction my claim, I will forth- 
with begin my approaches, and doubt 
not, under your aufpices, to bring 
the place to a capitulation.' 
Renaldo was pleafed with the frank- 
nefs of this declaration, approved of 
his demand, and delired him to depend 



upon his good offices with his Sifter, 
whom he founded that fame evening 
upon the Subject, recommending the 
major to her favour, as a gentleman 
well worthy of her choice. Mademoi- 
felle, who had never been exercifed in 
the coquetries of her fex, and was now 
arrived at thofe years, when the vanity 
of youth ought to yield to discretion, 
considered the propofal as a philofophei ; 
and, after due deliberation, candidly 
owned She had no objection to the 
match. Farrel was accordingly intro- 
duced in the character of a lover, after 
the permiffion of the countefs had been 
obtained ; and he carried on his ad- 
dreSTes in the ufual form, fo much to 
the Satisfaction of all concerned in the 
event, that a day was appointed for the 
celebration of his nuptials, when he 
entered into peaceable poffeffion of his 
prize. 

A few days after this joyful occafion, 
while Renaldo was at Vienna, where he 
had been indulged with leave of ab- 
fence for fix months, and employed in 
making preparations for his journey to 
Britain, he was one evening prefented 
by his Servant with a packet from Lon- 
don, which he nofooneropened, than he 
found inclofed a letter directed to him, 
in the hand-writing of Monimia. He 
was So much affected at fight of thofe 
well-known characters, that he flood 
motionlefs as a ftatue, eager to know 
the contents, yet afraid to peruSe the 
billet. While he hefitated in this fuf- 
penfe, he chanced to caft his eye on the 
infide of the cover, and perceived the 
name of his Jewifh friend at the bot- 
tom of a few lines, importing, that the 
inclofed was delivered to him by a phy- 
sician of his acquaintance, who had re- 
commended it in a particular manner to 
his care. This intimation Served only 
to increafe the myStery, and whet his 
impatience ; and as he had the explana- 
tion in his hand, he fummoned all his 
relblution to his aid, and breaking the 
feal, began to read thefe words : ' Re- 
' naldo will not fuppofe, that this ad- 
' drefs proceeds from interefted motives, 
' when he learns, that, before it can be 
* prefented to his view, the unfortunate 
' Monimia will be no more.' 

Here the light forfook Renaldo's eyes, 
his knees knocked together, and he fell 
at full length iniVnSible on the floor. 
His valet hearing the npife, ran into the 
apartment, lifted him upon a couch, 

and 
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an»l dilpatched a melTenger for proper 
afllitance, while he himull endeavoured 
to reel his (pints by fuch applications 
as chance afforded ; but before the count 
exhibited any figns of life, his brother- 
in-law entered his chamber by accident ; 
and, as i'oon as he recollected himfelf 
from the extreme conlulion and concern 
produced by this melancholy fpeclacle, 
he perceived the fatal epiftle which Mel- 
ville, though inienlible, Itill kept with- 
in his grafp ; julily luipccling this to be 
the caufe of that fevere paroxifm, he 
• near the couch, and with difficul- 
ty read what is above rehearfed, and 
the fequel to this effect. 

' Yes, I have taken fuch meafures 
as will prevent it from falling into 
your hands, until after I fhafl have 
been releafed from a being imbittered 
with inexpieffible mifery and anguifh. 
It is not my intention? once loved, 
and ah! Itill too fondly remembered 
youth, to upbraid you as the fource 
of that unceafiug woe, which hath 
been fo long the Cole inhabitant of my 
lonely bofom. I will not call you in- 
conltant or unkind. I dare not think 
you bafe or di (honourable ; yet I was 
abruptly facrificed to a triumphant 
rival, before I had learned to bear 
fuch mortification ; before I had over- 
come the prejudices which I had im- 
bibed in my father's houfe. I was all 
at once abandoned to defpair, to in- 
digence and diltrefs, to the vile prac- 
tices of a villain, who, I fear, hath 
betrayed us both. What have not I 
furfered from the infults and vicious 
defigns of that wretch, whom you 
cherifhed in your bofom ! yet to thei'e 
I owe this near approach to that goal 
of peace, where the canker-worm of 
("enow will expire. Beware of that 
artful traitor ; and, oh ! endeavour to 
overcome that levity of difpofition, 
which, if indulged, will not only 
(tain your reputation, but alio debauch 
the good qualities of your heart. I 
releale you, in the light of Heaven, 
from all obligations : if 1 have been 
injured, let not my wrongs be vilited 
on the head of Kenaldo, for whom 
fhall be offered up the lad fervent 
prayers of haplefs Monimia.' 



This letter was a clue to the laby- 
rinth of Melville's diftrefs : though the 
major had never heard him mention the 



name of this beauty, he had received 
filch hints from his own wife, as ena- 
bled him to comprehend the whole of 
the count's difaller. By th? admini- 
stration of ftimulating medicines, Re- 
naldo recovered his perception ; but this 
was a cruel alternative, confidering the 
(ituation of his thoughts. The firft 
word he pronounced was Monimia, with 
all the emphafis of the moft violent de- 
foairj he perufed the letter, and poured 
forth incoherent execrations againlt Fa- 
thom and himfelf. He exclaimed in a 
frantick tone, ' She is loft for ever! 

• murdered by my unkindnefs ! we are 

• both undone by the infernal arts of 
1 Fathom! Execrable monlter ! reftore 
' her to my arms. If thou art not a 

• fiend in reality, I will tear out thy 
■ L\\le heart!' 

So faying, he fprung upon his valet; 
who would have fallen a facrifice to his 
undiltmguifhing fury, had not he been 
faved by the interpolation of Farrel and 
the family, who difengaged him from 
his matter's gripe by dint of force j 
yet, notwithltanding their joint endea- 
vours, he broke from this reltraint, leap- 
ed upon the floor, and feizing his l'word, 
attempted to plunge it in his own bread. 
When he was once more overcome by 
numbers, he curfed himfelf, and all 
thole who witheld him ; fwore he would 
not furvive the fair vi£tim who had pe- 
riflied by his credulity and indifcretion ; 
and the agitation of his fpirits increafed 
to l'uch a degree, that he was feized with 
ftrong convulfions, which nature was 
fcarce able to fuftain; every medical 
expedient was ufed to quiet this pertur- 
bation, which at length yielded fo far 
as to fubfide into a continual fever and 
confirmed delirium, during which he 
ceaied not to pour forth the molt pathe- 
tickcomplaints touching his ruined love, 
and to rave about the ill- Haired Moni- 
mia. The major, half diltra&ed by 
the calamity of his friend, would have 
concealed it from the knowledge of his 
family, had not the phyftcian, by de- 
fpairing of his life, laid him under the 
necefTily of making them acquainted 
with his condition. 

The countels and Mrs. Farrel were 
no (boner informed of his cafe, tlun 
they halted to the melancholy feme, 
where they found Renaldo deprived of 
his li-nles, panting under the rage of 
an exafperated dile.Uc. They faw his 
face diltorted, and his eyes glaring with 
Aa: frenzy j 



l82 



FERDINAND COUNT FATHOM. 



frenzy ; they heard him invoke the name 
of Monimia, with a tendernefs of ac- 
cent, which even the impulic of madnefs 
could not deltroy. Then, with a fudden 
tranfilion of tone and eetture, he de- 
non need vengeance againtt her betrayer, 
and called upon the north wind to cool 
the fervour of his brain. His hair hung 
in difhevelled parcels, his cheeks were 
wan, his looks ghaitly, his vigour was 
fled, and all the glory of his youth faded ; 
the phylician filing his head in filence, 
the attendants wrung their hands in 
defpair, and the countenance of his 
friend was bathed in tears. 

Such a picture would have moved the 
molt obdurate heart : what impreflion 
then mult it have made upon a parent 
and lifter, melting with all the enthu- 
fiafm of affection ! The mother was 
itruckdumb, and ftupitied with grief; 
the filter threw herfelf on the bed in a 
tranfport of forrow, caught her loved 
Renaldo in her arms, and was with 
great difficulty tore from his embrace. 
Such was the difmal reverfe that over- 
took the late fo happy family of Mel- 
ville; fuch was the extremity to which 
the treacheiy of Fathom had reduced 
his belt benefactor! 

Three days did nature ftruggle with 
furprizing efforts, and then the con- 
stitution feemed to fink under the victo- 
rious fever; yet, as his ftrength dimi- 
nifhed, his delirium abated, and on 
the fifth morning he locked round, and 
recognized his weeping friends. Though 
now exhaufted to the lowed ebb of 
life, he retained the perfect ufe of fpeech, 
and his reafon being quite unclouded, 
fpoke to each with equal kindnefs and 
compofure; he congratulated himfelf 
upon the fight of fliore, after the hor- 
rors of fuch a tempelt ; called upon the 
countefs and his filler, who were not 
permitted to fee him at fuch a conjunc- 
ture, 3nd being apprized by the ma- 
jor of his realbn for excluding them 
from his prefence, he applauded his 
concern, bequeathed them to his future 
care, and took leave of that gentleman 
with a cordial" embrace. Then he de- 
fired to be left in private with a cer- 
tain clergyman, who regulated the con- 
cerns' 6f his foul; and he being dif- 
miffed, turned his face from the light, 
in expectation of his final difcharge: 
in a few minutes all was (till and dreary; 
he was no longer heard to breathe, no 
more the ftreaiu of life was perceived to 



circulate; he was fuppofed to be ab- 
folved from all his cares, and an uni- 
verfal groan from the by-lianders an- 
nounced the deceafe af the gallant, ge- 
nerous, and tender- hearted Renaldo. 

' Come hither ye whom the pride of 
' youth and health, of birth and afflu- 
' ence inflames; who tread the flowery 

* maze of pleafure, Uniting to the frui- 
' tion of ever-circling joys : ye who 
' glory in your accomplishments, who 
1 indulge the views of ambition, and 

* lay fchemes for future happinefs and 
' grandeur; contemplate here the vani- 

* ty of life ; behold how low this excel - 
' lent young man is laid ! mowed down 

* even in the bloflbm of his youth, when 
' fortune feemed to open all her trea- 
' Aires to his worth!' 

Such were the reflections of the ge- 
nerous Farrel ; who, while he per- 
formed the lalt office of friendship, in 
clofing the eyes of the much-lamented 
Melville, perceived a warmth on the 
Ikin, which the hand of death feldom 
leaves unextinguished : this uncommon 
fenfation he reported to the phylician ; 
who, though he could feel no pulfation 
in the heart or arteries, conjectured that 
life Itill lingered in fome of it's interior 
haunts, and immediately ordered fuch 
applications to the extremities and lur- 
face of the body, as might help to con- 
centrate and reinforce the natural heat. 

By thefe prescriptions, which, for 
fome time, produced no fenfible effect, 
the embers were, in all probability, 
kept glowing, and the vital power re- 
vived ; for, after a considerable paule, 
refpiration was gradually renewed at 
long intervals, a languid motion was 
perceived at the heart, a few feeble and 
irregular pulfaticns were felt at the wrilt; 
the clay coloured livery of death began 
to vanifh from his face; the circulation 
acquired new force, and he opened his 
eyes with a figh, which proclaimed his 
return from the (hades of death. 

When he recovered the faculty of 
fwallowing, a cordial was administered ; 
and whether the fever abated, in coni'e- 
quence of the blood's being cooled and 
condenfed during the recefs of action in 
the folids, or nature in that agony had 
prepared a proper channel for the expul- 
fion of the difeafe; certain it is, he was 
from this moment rid of all bodily pain; 
he retrieved the animal functions, and 
nothing remained of his malady but an 
extreme weaknefs and languor, the ef- 
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fc£\ of nature's being fatigued in the 
battle llic had won. 

Unutterable was the joy that took 
pofllflion of his mother ami filter, when 
Parrel flew" Into their apartment, to in- 
timate this, happy turn. Scarce could 
they lie retrained from pouring forth 
their traniports in the prcfence ot Re- 
naldo, who was Itill too feeble 10 en- 
dure inch communication : indeed, he- 
was extremely mortified and dejected at 
this event, which had diftuled luch 
pleafure and fuisfuclion among his 
friends; for, though his diltemper was 
mattered, the fatal caufe of it Itill rank- 
led at his heart, and he confidered this 
refpite from death as a protraclion of his 
mi/cry. 

When he was congratulated by the 
major on the triumph of his conllitu- 
tion, he replied, wiih a groan, ' I 

• would to Heaven it had been other- 
4 wile ; for I am rel'crved for all the 
« horrors of the molt poignant fonow 
' and remorfe. — O Monimia ! Moni- 
' mia ! I hoped, by this time, to have 
« convinced thy gentle (hade, that I was 

• at lealt intentionally innocent ot that 

• ruthlefs barbarity which hath brought 
' thee to an untimely grave. Heaven 

• and earth ! do 1 Itill furvive the con- 
« fcioufnefsof that dire tataftrophe! and 

• lives the atrocious villain who hath 
4 Malted all our hopes !' 

With thefe lait words, the fire darted 
from his eyes, and his brother, match- 
ing this occalional handle for reconcil- 
ing hnn to life, joined in his exclama- 
tions againfi the treacherous Fathom ; 
and obl'crved, that he fhould not, in 
point of honour, wifti to die, until he 
ihould have laciificed that traitor to the 
manes of the beauteous Monimia. This 
incitement acted as a fpur upon exhauit- 
ed nature, caiifing the blood to circu- 
late with frefh vigour, anJ encourag- 
ing him to take luch fultenance as would 
recruit his Itiength, and repair the da- 
mage which ins health had fufl imed. 

His Biter aflldttoutty attended him in 
his recovery, flattening Ins app tire, and 
amnfing his fonow at the i-me time; 
the cleigyman aflat led his defpondence 
with religious weapons, as well ;.s with 
argument* drawn from phiiolophy j and 
the fury of his paflions being already 
expended, he became lb tractable as to 
lilien to his remonftranccs ; but, not- 
withflanding the joint endeavours of all 
his fi tends, a deep- fixed mthinchol) ie- 



maincd, after every confequence of his 
uile.ile had vamflied; in vain they ef- 
fayed to elude his grief by gaiety and 
divcrfions; in vain they tried to decoy 
his heart into fome new engagement. 

Thefe kind attempts ferved only to 
feed and nourifli that melancholy which 
pined within his bofom. Monimia ftill 
haunted him in the midlt of thele a- 
muiements, while his reflection whifper- 
ed to him, * Pleafures like thele I might 
4 have relifhed with her participation.' 
That darling idea mingled in all the fe- 
male affemblies at which he was prefent, 
eclipfing their attractions, and inhancing 
the bitternels of his lofs; for abfence, 
entmrfiafin, and even his defpair, had 
heightened the charms of the fair or- 
phan into lomething fupernatural and 
divine. 

Time, that commonly weakens the 
traces ot remembrance, leemed to deepen 
its imprefiions in his breaft : nightly, 
in his dream*, did he converle with his 
dear Monimia ; fometimes on the ver- 
dant bank of a delightful (beam, where* 
he breathed, in foft murmurs, the dic- 
tates of his love and admiration ; fome- 
times reclined within the tufted grove, 
his arm encircled and fultained her lnowy 
neck; whillt fiie, with looks of love in- 
effable, gazed on his face, invoking 
Heaven to blefs her hufband and lord. 
Yet even in thefe illuiions was his fancy 
oft alarmed for the ill-fated fair; fome- 
times he virwed her tottering on the 
btink of a ifeep precipice, far diftant 
from his helping hand ; at other times 
fhe leemed to fail along the boilteious 
tide, imploring his affilrance: then 
would he Itart with horror from his 
flcep, and feel his forrows more than 
realized; he deferred his couch ; he a- 
voided thefociety of mankind; he court- 
ed fecjuefteied lhades, where he could 
indulge! his melancholy; there his mind 
brooded over his calamity, until his ima- 
gination became familiar with all the 
lavages bf death ; it contemplated the 
gradual decline of Monimia's health ; 
her tears, her tiiftrefs, her defpair, at Ins 
i:ed cruelty ! he law through t;...i 
n , ,jn cfive every bloffom of hci beauty 
wither, every iparkle vanilh from her 
eyes ; he beheld her faded lips, her pile 
cheek, and her inanimated features, the 
I . uiii.etrv of v.hieh not death itlelfwas 
able to dellroy. His fancy con v.. 
her breath fels corpfe to the cohl grave} 
over which, perhaps, no tear humane 

was 
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was (hed ; where her delicate limbs were 
configned to dull ; where (he was difhed 
out a delicious banquet to the unfparing 
worm. 

Over thefe pictures he dwelt with a 
fort of pleafing anguilh, until he became 
fo enamoured of her tomb, that lie could 
no longer refill the defire which compel- 
led him to make a pilgrimage to the dear 
hallowed fpot, where all his once-gay 
hopes lay buried ; that he might nightly 
vifit the filent habitation of his ruined 
love, embrace the facred earth with 
which (he was now compounded, moillen 
it with his tears, and bid the turf lie 
eafy on her bread. Befides the prolpect 
of this gloomy enjoyment, he was urged 
to return to England, by an eager defire 
of taking vengance on the perfidious 
Fathom, as well as of acquitting him- 
felf of the obligations he owed in that 
kingdom, to thofe who had affilled him 
in his diftrefs. He therefore communi- 
cated his intention to Farrei, who would 
have infilled upon attending him in the 
journey, had not he been conjured to (lay 
and manage Renaldo's affairs in his ab- 
fence. Every previous flep being taken, 
he took leave of the countefs and his 
filler; who had, with all their interell 
and elocution, oppofed his defign, the 
execution of which, they juilly feared, 
would, inflead of difllpating, augment 
his chagrin; and now feeing him deter- 
mined, they (lied a flood of tears at his 
departure, and he let out from Vienna 
in a po(l-chaife, accompanied by a truf- 
ty valet de chambre on horfeback. 



CHAP. XXVI. 

RENALDO MEETS WITH A LIVINC 
MONUMENT OF JUSTICE, AND 
ENCOUNTERS A PERSONAGE OF 
SOME NOTE IN THESE MEMOIRS. 

AS this domeftick was very well qua- 
lified for making all the proper 
dilpofitions, and adjulling every necef- 
iary article on the road, Ren3ldo totally 
abftra<5ted himfelf from earthly confide- 
rations, and muled without ceafing on 
that theme which was the conitant fub- 
jecl of his contemplation. He was blind 
to the objects that furrounded him; he 
fcarce ever felt the importunities of na- 
ture ; and had not they been reinforced 
by the preffing entreaties of his atten- 
dant, he would have proceeded without 



refrefhment or repofe. In this abfence 
of mind did he traverfe a great part of 
Germany, in his way to the Auflrinn 
Netherlands, and arrived at the fortrefs 
of Luxemburg, where he was obliged to 
tarry a whole day on account of an ac- 
cident which had happened to his chaii'e. 
Here he went to view the fortifications; 
and, as he walked along the ramparts, 
his ears were laluted with thefe words, 

* Heaven blefs the noble Count De 
' Melville ! will not he turn the eyes 

* of compuflion upon an old fellow- 
' foldier, reduced to misfortune and dif- 
1 grace ?' 

Surprized at this addrefs, which W3S 
attended with the clanking of chains, 
Renaldo lifted up his eyes, and perceiv- 
ed theperfon who fpoke to be one of two 
malefactors (hackled together, who had 
been fentenced for fome crime to work 
as labourers on the fortifications: his 
face was fo covered with hair, and his 
whole appearance fo difguifed by the 
fqualid habit which he wore, that the 
count could not tecollecl his features, 
until he gave him to underlland that 
his name was Ratchkali. Melville im- 
mediately recognized his feilow-lludent 
at Vienna and his brother-volunteer up- 
on the Rhine, and exprefTed equal fur- 
prize and concern at feeing him in fuch 
a deplorable fituation. 

Nothing renders the foul fo callous 
and infeniible as the fearing bands of 
infamy and difgrace. Without betray- 
ing the leall lymptoms of fliame and 
confufion, ' Count,' fays he, ' this is 
' the fate of" war; at leall, of the war in 
' which I have been engaged, ever fince 
4 I took leave of the Imperial army, 
' and retreated with your old companion 
' Fathom. Long life to that original 
' genius! If he is not unhappily echpf- 
' ed by fome unfortunate interpofition, 
' before his terrene parts are purified, I 
' forefee that he will (hine a liar of the 
' firlt magnitude in the world of ad veil - 

* tine.' 

At mention of this detelled name, 
Rciiuldo's heart began to throb with in- 
dignation; yet he fupprefied the emo- 
tion, and deiired to know the meaning 
of that fplendid encomium which he had 
bellowed upon his confederate. ' It 

* would be quite unnecelfary,' replied 
Ratchkali, « for a man in my prefent 

* fituation to equivocate or difguife the 
' truth : the nature of my difgrace is 

* perfectly well known. I am con- 

c demned 
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' demned to hard labour for life ; and 
' unlets fome lucky accident (which I 
4 cannot new Fortfee)ihall intervene, all 

* I C3n expect, is fome alleviation of my 
4 hard lot from the generofity of luch 
' gentlemen as you, who companionate 
' the fuffVrings of your fellow-creatures. 

• In Order to engage this benevolence 
' the more in my behalf, I mall, if you 

* will give me the hearing, faithfully 

* inform you of fome particulars, which 
' it may import you to know concerning 
4 my old acquaintance Ferdinand Count 
1 Fathom, whofe real character hath 
4 perhaps hitherto efcaped your notice.' 

Then he proceeded to give a regular 
detail of all the ihokes of finelTe which 
he, in conjunction with our adventurer, 
had practiled upon Melville and others, 
during their reiidence at Vienna, and 
the campaigns they had made upon 
the Rhine : he explained the nature of 
the robbery which wr.s fuppofed to have 
been .lone by the count's valet, together 
with the manner of their del'ert ion ; he 
defcribed hi> reparation from Fathom, 
their meeting at London, the traffick 
they carried on in copartnership, and 
the misfortune that reduced Ferdinand 
to the condition in which he was found 
by Melville. 

4 After having gratified the honeft 

• lawyer,' laid he, ' with a {hare of 
4 the unfortunate Fathom's fpoils, and 

* packed up all my own valuable effects, 
' my new auxiliary Maurice and I poft- 
' ed to Harwich, embarked in the packet- 

* boat, and next day arrived at Hel- 
' veotfluys j from thence we repaired to 

• the Hague, in order to mingle in the 
4 gaities of the place, and exercife our 

* talents at play, which is there culti- 
4 vated with untverfal eagernefs : but, 

• chancing to meet with an old acquain- 
4 tance, whom I did not at all delire to 
' fee, I found it convenient to withdraw 

* ibftly to Rotterdam ; fromwhencewe 

• fit out for Ar.tv. made 
« a tour of the Aullrian Netherlands', 
' let up our red at BrulTels, and con- 
' certed a plan for lading the Flemings 

* under contribution. 

4 From our appearance, we proem ed 

• admillion into the moft polite alien) - 
' blies, and fucceeded to a wonder in 
4 all our operations; until our can-ei 
4 was unfortunately checked by the in- 

• difcretion of m y ally, who, being de- 
4 teited in the very act of conveying * 

• Card, was immediately introduced to* 



4 a magiftratc; and this minifter of 
' juftice was fo curious, inquifitive, and 
1 clear- fighted, that Count Maurice, 
1 finding it impoffible to elude his pene- 
' nation, was fain to ftipulate for his 
' own fafety, by giving up his friend 
1 to the cognizance of the law. I was 
' accordingly apprehended, before I 

* knew the caufe of my arreft ; and 

* being unhappily known by fome ft>U 
' diets of the prince's guard, my cha- 
' racier turned out fo little to the appro - 
4 bation of the inquilitors, that all my 
' effefts were conhfeated for the benefit 
4 of the ftate ; and I was, by a formal 
4 fentence, condemned to labour on the 
' fortifications all the days of my 1 if "e ; 
4 while Maurice efcaped at the expence 
4 of rive hundred (tripes, which he re- 
1 ceived in p'ublick from the hands of 
1 the common executioner. 

4 Thus have I, without evafion or 
4 mental refervation, given a faithful 
4 account of the fteps by which I have 
4 arrived at this barrier, which is likely 
4 to be the/ie plus ultra of my peregrrna- 
4 tions, unlets the generous count De 
4 Melvillewill deign|tointerpofe his ir.te- 
4 reft in behalf of an old fellow-lbldier, 
4 who may yet live to jultify his media- 
4 tion.' 

Renaldo had no reafon to doubt the 
troth of this ftory, every circumllance 
of which tended to corroborate the intel- 
ligence he had already received touching 
the character of Fathom, whom he now 
coniidered with a double portion of ab- 
horrence, as the molt abandoned mil- 
creant that nature had ever produced. 
Though Ratchkali did not polTefs a 
much higher place in his opinion, he 
favoured him with marks of his bounty, 
and exhorted him, it pofTible, to reform 
his heart j but he would by no means 
promife to interpofe his credit in favour 
of a wretch leif convicted of fuch enor- 
mous villainy and fraud. lie could not 
help moralizing upon this rcnco'.-ntei ", 
which infpired him with great conn nipt 
for human nature : and next day he pro- 
ceeded on his journey with a heavv 

heart, ruminating on the perfidybf man- 
kind, and, between whiles, tranlporttd 
with the profpeel of i > all hi» 

calamities upon the accurfe I author. 

While he was wrapped up in theie 

revenes, his carriage rolled along, and 

had already entered a wood between 

Mons and Ioui.-.ay, whe I hi dream 

fuddenly roterrapted by the expto- 

lion 
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{ton of fevcral piftols that were fired 
among the thickets at a little diftance 
from the road. Rouzed at this alarm, 
he matched his fword that ftood by him; 
and, fpringing from the chaife, ran di- 
rectly towards the fpot, being clofe fol- 
lowed by his valet, who had alighted 
and armed himfelf with a piftol in each 
hand. About forty yards from the 
highway, they arrived in a little glade 
or opening, where they faw a fingle man 
Handing at bay againft five banditti, 
after having killed one of their compa- 
nions, and loft his own horfe, that lay 
dead upon the ground. 

Melville feeing this odds, and imme- 
diately gueiTing their defign, rufhed 
among them without hefitation, and in 
an inftant ran his fword through the 
heart of one whofe hand was railed to 
finite the gentleman behind, while he 
was engaged with the reft in front. At 
the fame time the valet difabied another 
by a (hot in the moulder; lo that the 
number being now equal on both fides, 
a furious combat enfued, every man be- 
ing paired with an antagonist, and each 
having recourfe to fwords, as all their 
pieces had been difcharged. Renaldo's 
adverfary finding himfelf prefied with 
equal fury and fkill, retreated gradually 
among the trees, until he vaniflied alto- 
gether into the thickeit of the wood ; and 
his two companions followed his exam- 
ple with great eaie, the valet de chambre 
being hurt in the leg, and the ftranger 
fo much exhaufted by the wounds he 
had received before Renaldo's interpo- 
fition, that when the young gentleman 
approached to congratulate him on the 
defeat of the robbers, he, in advancing 
to embrace his deliverer, dropt down 
motionlefs on the grafs. 

The count, with that warmth of fym- 
pathy and benevolence which was natu- 
ral to his heart, lifted up the wounded 
cavalier in his arms, and carried him to 
the chaife, in which he was depolited, 
while the valet de chambre reloaded his 
piftols, and prepared for afecond attack, 
as they did not doubt that the banditti 
would return with a reinforcement. 
However, before they re-appeared, Re- 
naldo's driver difengaged him from the 
wood, and in lefs than a quarter of an 
hour they arrived at a village, where 
they halted for afllltance to the ftranger, 
who, though ftill alive, had not reco- 
vered the ufe of his fenfes. 

After he was undrefled and hid in a 



warm bed, a furgeon examined his body, 
and found a wound in his neck by a 
fword, and another in his right- fide oc- 
cafioned by a piftol (hot; fo that his 
prognoftick was very dubious : mean- 
while, he applied proper dreifings to 
both; and, in half an hour after this 
adminiftration, the gentleman gave fome 
tokens of perception. He looked a- 
round him with a wildnels of fury in 
his afpeft, as if he had thought himfelf 
in the hands of the robbers by whom 
he had been attacked ; but, when he 
faw the aftiduity with which the by- 
ftanders exerted themfelves in his behalf, 
one raifing his head from the pillow, 
while another exhorted him to fwallow 
a little wine which was warmed for the 
purpofe; when he beheld the fympa- 
thifing looks of all prefent, and heard 
himfelf accofted in the molt cordial terms 
by the perfon whom he recollected as his 
deliverer; all the feverity vaniflied from 
his countenance; he took Renaldo's 
hand and prefied it to his lips ; and 
while the tears gufhed from his eyes, 

* Praifed be God,' faid he, « that vir- 

* tue and generofity are ftill to be found 
' among the fons of men !' 

Every body in the apartment was af- 
fected by this exclamation ; and Mel- 
ville, above all the reit, felt fuch emo- 
tions as he could fcarcely reltrain. He 
intreated the gentleman to believe lum- 
felf in the midit of fuch friends as would 
effectually fecure him from all violence 
and mortification; he conjured him to 
compofe the perturbation of his fpiiits, 
and quiet the apprehenfions of his mind 
with that reflection ; and protefted, that 
he himfelf would not quit the houfe 
while his attendance fhould be deemed 
necelfary for the (hanger's cure, or his 
converfation conducive to his amufe- 
ment. 

Thefe aflurances, confidered with the 
heroick part which the young Hunga- 
rian had already afted in his behalf, in- 
fpired the cavalier with fuch a fublime 
idea of Melville, that he gazed upon 
him with filent aftonilhment, as an an- 
gel lent from heaven for his fuccour; 
and, in the tranfport of his gratitude, 
could not help exclaiming, ' Sure Pio- 
' vidence hath ftill fomething in relerve 

* for this unfortunate wretch, in whole 
' favour fuch a miracle of couiage and 
' generofity hath interpofed! 1 

Being accommodated with proper care 
and attendance, his conltitution, in a 

little 
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little time, overcame the fever j and at 
the third diefling, the fnrgeon declared 
him out of all danger from his wounds. 
Then was Renaldo indulged with op- 
portunities of converting with the pa- 
tient, and of inquiring into the parti- 
culars of his fortune an ! ri\ li jns in life, 
with a view to man if eft the- inclinations 
he felt to ferve him in his future occa- 
fions. 

The more this hVanger contemplated 
the character of the count, the more his 
amazement increaled, on account of his 
extraordinary benevolence in favour of 
a perfoii whole merit he could not pof- 
fibly know ; he even exprefTed his fur- 
prize on this fubjec"t to Renaldo, who 
at length told him, that, although his 
belt offices mould always be ready for 
the occalions of any g. ntleman in dif- 
trefs, his particular attachment and re- 
gard to him was improved by an addi- 
tional confideration : ' I am no ftrsri] 
feid he, • to the virtues and honour of 

* the gallant Don Diego De Zelos.' 

' Heaven and earth !' cried the ftr an- 
ger, ftartingfrom his feat with extreme 
emotion, • do I then live to hear my- 

* felf addrefled by that long-loft appel- 
' lation! My heart glows at the expref- 
' fion ! My fprrits are kindled with a 
' flame that thrills through every nerve!' 
' Say, young gentleman, if you are 
1 really an inhabitant of earth, by what 
' means are you acquainted with the 
' unhappy name of Zelos ?' 

In anlWer to this eager interrogation, 
Renaldo gave him to underltand, that in 
the coui ft of his travels, he had refilled 
a fliort time at Seville, where he had 
frequently feen Don Diego, and ofti i 
heard his character mentioned with un- 
common elleem and veneration. * Alas!' 
replied the Caftilian, « that juftice is no 

* longer done to the wretched Zel 

1 his honours are blafted, and his repu- 

* tation canker- bitten by the venomous 
' tooth of /lander. ' 

He then proceeded to unfold his mis- 
fortunes, as they have already been ex- 
plained in the Milt volume of thefe Me- 
moirs ; at the recapitulation of which, 
the heart of Melville being intend red 
by his Owrt c il unities, was fo deeply 
affected, that he re-echoed the gri 
of Don Diego, and \\ his fuf- 

igs with the moft filial fympathy. 
,1 he repeated the Ih ly of thatcniel 
fraud, which was practifd upon him 
I'sFadtr.i. 
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mind and imagination : with the 

villainies < t i a thorn, was immediately 
fttuck with the co nj ecru re t I 

the knave; becaule, indeed, he o 
not believe that any other pi! (on was fo 
abandoned by principle and humanity, 
3s to take filch a barbarous advantage 
of a gentleman in diltrefs. 



CHAP. XXVII. 

HIS RETURN TO EN CI. AND, AND 
MIDNIGHT PILGRIMAGE TO MO- 
NIMIA'S TOMB. 

HE confidered the date of that un- 
paralelled tranfaclion, which a- 
greed with his conjecture; and, from the 
inquiries he made concerning the pcrfon 
of the traitor, gathered reafons fufficient 
to confirm his luppofition. Thus cer- 
tified, ' That is the villain,' cried the 
count, ' whofe infernal arts have over- 
' whelmed me with fuch mifery as Hea- 

* ven itfelf hath no remedy to difpe! ! 
' To revenge my wrongs on that per- 
' fidious mii'creant, is one of the chief 
' reafons for which I deign to drag a- 
' bout an hateful being. C) Don Diego! 
' what is life, when all it's enjoyments 

* are fo e3iily poifoned by the niachi- 
' nations of fuch a worm !' So laying, 
he filiate his breaft in all the agony of 
woe, and befought the Spaniard to re- 
late the fteps he took in confequence of 
this dlfaftef. 

The Caltilian's cheeks reddened at 
tills information, which reinforced his 
own refentment; and, cutting up his eyes 
to Heaven, ' Sacred powers !' cried hej 

* let him not perifli, befoie you bring 
' him within my reach ! — You afk me, 

* noble cavalier, w lines 1 took 
' in this abyl's of mifery; For the firft 
' day, 1 was tortured with apprehen- 
1 lions for the friendl) . 'earing 

* that he had been robbed and n 

* dered for the jewels which he had, 
4 perhaps, too unwaril 

1 but this terror foon vamifhed before 

* the true prefages of my , .lien, 
' on the morrow, I found the whole 
' family in tears and confufi n, ai J 
' heard my landlord pour forth the molt 
1 bitter imprecations againft the I 

' tive wli 

' and even robbed the houfe. Y< ll 
which of the paffions of my I 

;;d on this occasion ; tlnrf 
B b • 
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' were lhame and indignation : all my 
' grief flowed in another channel ; I 
' bluflicd to find my judgment deceived. 
' I fcorned to complain ; but in my 
' heart denounced vengeance again'.! my 
' bale betrayer. I filently retired to my 
4 apartment, in order to commune with 
' my own thoughts. 

' I had bore greater calamities, with- 
' out being driven to defpair: I fum- 
' moncd all my fortitude to my afTift- 
' ance, and refolved to live in fpite of 
' affliction. Thus determined, I betook 

* myfflf to thehoufe of a general officer, 
' whole character was fair in the world; 

* and having obtained admiflion in con- 
' fequence of my oriental appearance ; 
" To a man of honour," laid I, " the 
" unfortunate need no introduction : my 
" habit proclaims me a Perfian ; this 
'.« paflport from the States of Holland 
" will confirm that fuppofition. I have 
" been robbed of jewels, to a confide- 
*' rable value, by a wretch whom I fa- 
" voured with my confidence; and now, 
*? reduced to extreme indigence, I come 
u to offer myfelf as a foldier in the ar- 
" mies of" France. I have health and 
" ftrength fufHcient to difcharge that 
" duty : nor am I unacquainted with a 
** military life, which was once my glo- 
*' ry and occupation. I therefore fue 
" for your protection, that I may be 
" received, though in the lowed order 
" ot them that ferve the king; an<! that 
" your future favour may depend upon 
*' my behaviour in that capacity." 

c The general, furprized at my decla- 

* ration, furveyed me with uncommon 

* attention; he perilled my certificate, 

* a Iked divers quedions concerning the 
' art of war; to which I returned luch 

* anfwers as convinced him that I was 
' not wholly ignorant in that particu- 
' lar.- In fhort, I was inlifted as a vo- 

* lunteerin his own regiment, and loon 

* after promoted to the rank of a fu- 

* baltern, and the office of equerrv to 

* his own fon; who, at that time, had 

* attained to the degree of colonel, 
' though his age did not exceed eighteen 

* years. 
.' This young man was naturally of 

' a ferocious difpoiition, which had been 

* rendered quite untraceable by the pride 

* of birth and fortune, together with 
' the licence of his education. As he 
' did not knew the relpecl due to a 
s gentleman, fo he could net poiljbly 
' pay it to thole who were unfortunately 



' under his command. Divers morti- 
' fications I luftained with that forti- 
' tude which became a Caftilian, who 
' lay under obligations to the father ; 
« till at length, laying afide all deco- 

* rum, he fmote me. Sacred Heaven ! 

* he fmote Don Diego De Zelos, in pre- 

* fence of his whole houlhold. 
' Had my fvvord been endowed with 

* fenfation, it would of itfelf have ftart- 
« ed from the fcabbard, at this indig- 
' nity offered to it's mafter. Iunfheath- 

* ed it without deliberation, faying, 
" Know, infolent boy, he is a gentle- 
" man whom thou halt thus outraged; 
" and thou haft cancelled the tics which 
" have hitherto reftrained my indigna- 
" tion." His fervants would have in- 
« terpoled, but he commanded them to 
' retire; and, flulhed with that confi- 

* dence which the impetuofity of his 

* temper infpired, he drew in his turn, 
' and attacked me with redoubled rage; 
' but his dexterity being very unequal 
' to his courage, he was loon difarmed 
' and overthrown ; when pointing my 
« fword to his bread, " In confidera- 
" tion of thy youth and ignorance," 
' faid I, « I fpare that life which thou 
" haft forfeited by thy ungenerous pre- 
" fumption." 

' With thefe words I put up my 
' weapon, retired through the midft of 
1 his domefticks ; who, leeing their ma- 
1 Iter fafe, did not think proper to op- 
' pofe my paflage ; and mounting my 
' horfe, in lefs than two hours entered 
*■ theAulfrian dominions, refolving to 
' proceed as far as Holland, that I 
« might embark in the firft fhip for 
' Spain, in order to walh away, with 
1 my own blood, or that of my ene- 
• mies, the cruel ftain which had io 
' long defiled my reputation. 

' This was the grievance that ftill cor- 
' roded my heart, and rendered inef- 
' fectual the inhuman facrifice I had 
' made to my injured honour. This 
' was the coniideration that inceflantly 
' prompted, and dill importunes me, to 
1 run every rilk of life and fortune, ra- 
5 ther than leave my fame under luch 
' an ignominious afperfion. I purpofe 
' to obey this internal call. I am apt 
' to believe it is the voice of Heaven ; 
' of that Providence which manifefted 
• it's care by fending Inch a generous 
1 auxiliary to my aid, when I was over- 
« powered by banditti, on the very firft 
* day of my expediton.' 

Hayins 
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Having in this manner gratified the 
♦".niolity of his deliverer, heexprelled a 
defire of knowing the quality of him to 
whom he was fo iignally obliged ; and 
Ren ildo did not fcruple to make the 
Caniliin acquainted with his name and 
family: he likewife communicated the 
ltory of his unfortunate love, with all 
the fymptoms of unutterable woe, which 
drew tears from the noble-hearted Spa- 
niard, while with a groan that announc- 
ed the load which overwhelmed his foul, 
' 1 had a daughter,' faid he, ' fuch as 
you defcribe the peerlefs Monimia; 
' had Heaven decreed her for the arms 

* of fuch a lover, I, whom am now the 

* molt wretched, mould have been the 

* molt happy parent upon earth.' 
Thus did thel'e new friends alternately 

indulge their mutual forrow, and con- 
€ert mealures for their future operations; 
Melville earneftly folicited the Cafl 
to favour him with his company to Eng- 
land, where, in all probability, both 
would enjoy the gloomy fatisfa&ion of 
being revenged upon their common be- 
trayer Fathom ; and, as afarther induce- 
ment, he allured him, that as loon as 
he mould have accomplifhed the melan- 
choly ;>ui poles of his voyage, he would 
accompany Don Diego to Spain, and 
employ his whole interelt and fortune 
in his fervice. The Spaniard, thunder- 
itruck at the extravagant generofity of 
this propofal, could I'carce believe the 
evidence of his own ienles, and after 
tome paul'e, replied, * My duty would 
' teach me to obey any command you 

* fliould think proper to- impofe ; but 

* here my inclination and interelt are lo 

My flattered, that I mould be 
' equally ungrateful and unwile, in pre: 

* tending to comply with reluctance. ' 
This point being fettled, tiny moved 

forwards to Mons, as loon as D-m Die- 
go was in a condition to bear the fhock 
of Inch a removal ; and there remaining 
until his wounds were perfectly c: 
they hired a polt-chaile for Oltend, em- 
barked in a vefiel at thai poit, reached 
the oppofite more of Eh gland, after a 
fhort and eafy paflage, and arrived in 
London without having met with any 
linilter accident on the ro..d. 

As they approach d thia capital, Re- 
naldos grier itemed to 1 ■ 1 itate with 
redoubled violence. His memory was 
waked to thfl molt minute and painful 
exertion of it's faculties ; his im gina- 
U.011 teemed with the molt affliftinj 



ges, and his impatience became fo ar- 
dent, that never lovei panted more ea- 
gerly for the confuinmation of hiswifhes, 
than Melville for an opportunity oi 
ltretching hirafelf upon the grave of the 
lolt Monimia. The Caltilian was alto- 
niflied as well as affected at the poig- 
nancy of his grief, which, as a proof 
of his fulceptibility and virtue, en- 
deared him li: ill more to his affection ; 
and though his own misfortunes had 
rendered him very unfit tor the office of 
a comforter, he endeavoured, by footh- 
ing dii'c ■uirl'e, lo moderate the excefs of 
his friend's affliction. 

Though it was dark when they alight- 
ed at the inn, Melville ordered a coach, 
to be called ; and being attended by the 
i ard, who would not be perfuaded 
to quit him upon fuch an occafion, he 
:ed lo the houle of the generous 
Jew, whofe rheum diftilled very plen- 
tifully at his approach, The count had 
already acquitted himfelf in point of 
pecuniary obligations to this benevolent 
Hebrew; and new, after having made 
fuch acknowledgments is might be ex- 
peeled from a youth oi his difpofition, 
he begged to know by what channel he 
had received that letter which he had 
been fo kind as to fo; ward ;o Vienna. 

Jofliua, who was ignorant of the 
contents of that epiltle, and faw the 
young gentleman extremely moved, 
would have eluded his enquiry, by pre- 
tending he had forgot the circumftance; 
but when he underftood the nature ot 
the cafe, which was not explained with- 
out the manifestation of the utmoft in- 
quietude, ha heartily condoled the de- 
fponding lover, telling him he had in 
vain employed all his intelligence about 
that unfortunate beauty, in confequence 
of Melville's letter to him on that ("ob- 
ject ; and then directed him to the houle 
of ilur phyfician, who had brought the 
fatal billet which hid made him mife- 
rable. 

No fooncr did he receive this infor- 
mation th .11 he took his leave abruptly, 
with prcjmifeoi returning next day, and 
hied him to the lodgings of that gentle- 
man, whom he was lucky enough to find 
at home. Being favoured with a private 
audience, • When I tell you,' laid he, 
4 that my name is Renal do Count Do 
' Melville, you will know me t" be the 
* moll unfortunate of men. liy that 
' letter, which you committed to the 
' charge of my worthy friend Jofliua, 
JJ b a « the 
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c tlu- fatal Weil wjs removed from my 
;. which had been Co I irken- 

« (.1 by the artifices <'i inciedible'deceit, 
1 my own incurable mifery fully 

' fifefented to my view. If you were 

* acquainted with the urihappyfair^ who 
' hath fallen a victim to my miftake, 
' vou will hue lorn- idea of'the infuf- 
■ let able pu i i now feel in re- 

* coliechriL; her fate. If yon have com- 

* p;;'"i;o!i for theft pan^s, you will not 

* reiufe to o : (pot where 

* th.' ck r remains of Monimia are de- 
« pi (i;ed ; thieve le r me enjoy a full ban- 
« quet of woe; there let me feaft that 

* worm of (brrow that preys upon my 

* heart : for inch entertainment have I 

* fBVfftted this (tome) ill-omened ifle; 

* for this fat is fa (SI ion I intrude upon 

* your condefcenfion at theft: unfeafon- 
' able hours ; for to fuch a degree of 

* impatience is my affliction whetted, 
« t'nat no (lumber {hall affailrnine eyelids, 
' no peace r< fide within my bolbni, until 
' I (hall have adored that earthly fhrine 

* where my Monimia lies! Yet would 
' I know the circumftances of her fate. 
' Did Heaven ordain no angel to mkiifter 
« to herdiftrefs ? Were her laft moments 

* comfortlefs ? Ha! was net me aban- 

* doned to indigence, to iniults ; left in 
' the power of thst inhuman villain who 

* betrayed us both ! Sacred Heaven ! 
' why did Providence wink at the t;i- 

* umph of filch confummate perfidy ?' 
The phylician having liftened with 

complacency to this efFufion, replied, 

* It is my proiciilcn, it is my nature to 
' fympathize with the afflicted. I am 
' a judge of your feelings, becaufe I 
' know the value of your lofs. I at- 

* tended the incomparable Monimia in 

* her laft illnefs, and am well enough 
' acquainted with her dory, to conclude, 
' that ffle fell a faenfice to an unhappy 

* mi&nderftandiag, effected and fo- 
' mentfd by that traitor who abufed 
' % cur mutual confidence." 

He then proceded to inform him of all 
the particulars which we have al. 
recorded, touching the deftiny of the 
beauteous orphan, and conducted with 
ig him ht was ready to yield him 
any other fatisfaction which it was in his 
power to gran . ' circumftances of 
put •Renaldo'sfpiritsinto 
fuel-. . i hat he could utter no- 

thing bin nterj ctions and unconnected 
words. When Fathom's behaviour was 



defcribed, he trembled with fierce agi- 
tation, ftarted from his chair, pronounc- 
ing, ' Monfter ! fiend! But we dial 1 one 
' day meet.' 

When he was made acquainted with 
the benevolence of the French lady, he 
exclaimed, ' O heaven-born charity and 
' compailion ! Sure that mult be fome 
' (pint of grace, fent hither to mitigate 
' the tortures of life! Wheie (liall I 
' find her, to offer up my thanks and 
1 m V Having heard the con- 
clufion of the detal, he embraced the re- 
later, as the kind benefactor of Moni- 
mia, filed a flood of tears in his bofom, 
and preffed him to crown the obligation, 
by conducting him to the folitary place 
where now flie refted from all her cares. 

The gentleman, perceiving the tran- 
fports of his grief were fuch as could not 
be oppofed, complied with his requeft, 
attended him in the vehicle, and directed 
the coachman to drive to a fequeftered 
field, at fome diftance from the city, 
where ffood the church, within whole 
awful ifle this fcene was to be acted. 
The fexton being fummoned from his 
lie I, produced the keys, in confequence 
of a gratification, after the phyficiau 
had communed with him apart, and 
explained the intention of Rcnaldo's 
vifiti 

During this paufe, the foul of Mel- 
ville was wound up to the higheft pitch 
of enthuliaftick forrow. The uncom- 
mon darknefs of the night, the folemn 
filence, and lonelyiituation of the place, 
compiled with the occafion of his com- 
ing, and the di final images of his fan- 
es", to produce a real rapture of gloomy 
Nation, which the whole world 
would not have perluaded him to dif- 
apnoint. The clock ftruck twelve, the 
owl fcreeched from the ruined battle- 
ment, the door was opened by the fex- 
ton ; who, by the light of a glimmer- 
ing taper, co,. ducted the deipairing lover 
to a dieary aifle, and ftamped upon the 
ind with his foot, faying, ' Here 
' the young lady lies interred.' 

elvilk no fooner received this inti- 
mation, than failing on his knees, and 
ling his lips to the hallowed earth: 
' Peace,' cried he, ' to the gentle te- 
• nant of this iilent habitation.' Then 
turning to the by-ftanders, with blood- 
fiiot eye, laid, Leave me to the full 
' enjoyment of this occafion : my. grief 
« is too delicate to admit the company 

4 even 
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' even of my Friend*; the litcs to be 
formed require privacy; adieu then, 

t h re muii 1 pais the 

Tli. doftor, ... . m 1 1 it this decla- 
ration, which be ■ 

resolution fatal i" his own life, 
repent of h n i accefTary 

to the vil'u, Bttem| him 

from liis purpoie, and rinding him ob- 
ftinately det< rmia< d, call I in the affift- 
ance of the lexton :ni«i coachman, 
folicited tlie aid oi Dow Diego, to I 
! Jo from the ex cation <^i bis 
ligii. 

The Cniilian, knowing his friend 

then vei\ dter- 

cation, interpofed in the di 1. , 

* Vmi need not I he will 
' obey the dictates of delpair; his re- 

* ligion, his honour will baffle fuch 

* temptations; he hath promifed tore* 
' leivehis life for the occafions of his 
4 friend; and be (hall not 

' pointed in hisprefent aim.' In 1 
to corroborate this peremptory 
which was delivered in the French lan- 
guage, he uniheathed Ins i void, and 
the others retreating at fight ot his v 
pon, ' Count,' (aid be, ' enjoy your 

* grief in lull tranfport : I will fcreen 

* you from interruption, though at tbe 
« hazard of my life; and while you 
' give a ioole to forrow, within that 
« g!. • Jt, I will watch till morn* 

* ing in the porch, aad n upon 
' the ruin of my own family and peace.' 

He accordingly prevailed upon the 
phyiician to retire, after he had fatis- 
fied the lexton, and ordered the coach- 
man to return by break of day. 

Renaldo thus left alone, proftrated 
himlelf upon the grave, and poured 
forth fuch lamentations as would have 
drawn tears from the moft favage hearer. 
He called aloud upon Monimia's name. 
' Are thefe the nuptial joys to which 

* our fate hath doomed us ? Is this the 
« fruit of thole endearing hopes, that 

* intercourse divine, that raptured ad- 

* mivation,j in which fo many hours 
« inllnli'oly elapfed ! Where, now. 

* 1! jle attractions, to which I yi 

1 up my captive heart ? Quenched are 

* thole genial eyes that gladden :d 

' beholder, and (hone the planets of my 

* happiiiels and peace ! Cold! cold and 
« withered are tiiole lips that 1. 

' with love, and far out-hlulhed t'ne 
« dainalk role ! and ah ! for ever lilen- 
« ced is that tongue, whole eloquence 



« had power to lull the pangs of mHery 

' and ue ! no 

« be ravifhed with the mufick of that 
' voice, which ufed to thrill in loft vi- 
' brations to my foul ! fainted fpirit! 
' O unfpotted (hade of her whom I 
« adored ; of her whole memory I (hall 
1 iiill . rth ever-l mg forrow 

« and ; •: ; of herwhoft image will be 

• the lait idea that forfakee this h ; 

v art thou confeious of my 

• integrity and love; now dolt thou 

• behold the angnilh that I feel. If the 
' pure elfence of thy nature will per- 
' mit, wilt thou, ah ! wilt thou indi 

1 'this wretched youth with fome kind 
' (ignal of thy notice, with fome token 
' ol thy approbation? wilt thou a flume 

• a medium of embodied air, in lem- 
' blance of that lovely form, which 

•. lies mouldering in this dreary 
' tomb, and (peak the words of peace 
c to my di (tempered foul 1 Return, Mo- 
' nimia! appear, though but for one 
' Ihort moment, to my longing eyes ! 

• vouchfu'e one fmile ; Rei :1 be 
' fatisfied ; Renaldo's heart will be at 

; his grief no more will overflow 
« it's ban! . but glide with equal cur- 
' rent to his lateft hour. Alas ! tl 
' are the raving of my delirious forrow ! 
' Monimia hears not my complaints; 
' her foul ftrblrmed far, far above all 
' fu bl unary cares, enjoys that felicity, 
1 of which Ihe was debarred on e 
' In vain 1 ftretch thefe eyes, environed 

• with daiknefs, undiftinguifhing and 
' void : no cbject meets my view ; no 
' found falutes mine ear, except the 

• noify wind that whittles through thefe 
' vaulted caves of death.' 

In this kind of exclamation did Re- 
naldo pafs the night, not without a cer- 
tain fpecies of woeful enjoyment, which 
the foul is often able to conjure up from 
the depths of dittrefs; infomuch, that 
when the morning intruded on his pri- 
could fcarce believe it u-.is the 
light of day, fo fad had fleeted the 
minutes of h tion. 

Hi > ing thus difburdened, and 

his impatience gratified, he becam 

I, thai Don Diego 
was equally pieafed and alionifhed at 
the air of (erenity with which he came 
forth, and embraced him with warm 
ack:i fs and 

■ diikl) owni d, ih it his 
min I v i . .:■■ than he had 

ever found it, Gnce he firlt received the 

fatal 
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fatal intimation of his lofs; that a few 
luck feafts would en m lerai 

keen appetite of h ow, win 

•would afterwards feed fs precipi- 

tation. 

He alfo imparted to the Caftilian, 
plan of a monument, which h( 1 

igned for the incomp 
niia ; and Don Di> . 
ftruck with the del'cription, that he fo- 
licited hie advice in projecting 
of a different nature, to he erected to 
the memory of his own ill fated wife 



' (he enjoyed upon earth ; fay, in alt 
' your acquaintance with human na- 

• ture, in all your tntercourfe with the 
' daughters of men, in all the excrcifc 
c • your charity and beneficence, did 

• you ever obfervefuch fweetnefs, pu- 
' rity, and truth; fuch beauty, lenfe, 
' and perfection as that which was the 
' inheritance of her whole fate I fliall 
' for verdeplore? 1 — ' She was, indeed,' 
replied the lady, ' the beft and fairelt 
4 of our fex.' 

This was the beginning of a conver- 



and daughter, fliouki he ever be able to fation touching that lovely victim, in the 



je-eftabhfli himfeli in Spain. 



CHAP. 

HE RENEWS THE RITES OF SOR- 
ROW, AND IS ENTRANCED. 

WHILE they amufed themfelves 
with this fort of converfa 

ihephyikian returned with the coach, 
and accompanied them back to th irinn, 
Tarheie he left them to >f , after 

having promiied to call 1 at noon, 

and conduct Renaldo to the houfe of 



courfe of which, he explained thefe 
wicked aits which Fathom practiced to 
nate his affections from the ador- 
Monimia ; and (he defcribed the 
cunning hints and falfe miinuations by 
- that traitor had afperfed the un- 
fufpecting lover, and foiled his chuac- 
in the opinionof the virtuous or- 
phan. The intelligence he obtained on 
this occafion, added indignation to his' 
: riefj the whole myftery of Monimia's' 
behavi >ur, which lie could not before 
tin, now ilo^d difclofed before him j 
he faw th .1 progrefs of that m- 

rnal plan, which had been laid for 



Madam Clement, the bentfa. of tiieir mutual ruin; and his foul was 

Monimia, to whom he eagerly defircd to inflamed with fuch defire of vengeance 



be introdu 

The appointment was obferved with 
all imaginable punctuality on both 1 
Melvilie bad arrayed himlelf in a fuif 
of deep mourning, and he found the 



that he would have taken his leave ab- 
ruptly, :u order to feton foot an imrue- 
dia i enquiry about the perfidious author 
of his wrongs, that he might extermi- 
fuch a mcnlter of iniquity from 



good lady int. - ibit, imedupon the face of the earth; but he was re 



flic 's, lion: thegoodnefs of h . 

hear, was manifeit in her countenance ; 
the fenfibility of the youth difcovered 
itklf in a flood of tears, which he (hed 
at her appearance, His fenfatious were 
too full tor utterance ; nor was fl»e, for 
time, able to give him welcome: 
v,... i.K ■ ' '.o a feat, 

i ^s of (j mp ithy ruflied into either 

r.'; arid at length (lie broke hlence, 
laying, : Count, we quiefce in 

* ■ ifations oi Providence 5 and 
« <jr rt ihe its of out glief , 
« with a full aflurance that Won. una is 
« b vppy.' 

Tiiii name was the key that un- 
locked the faculty of his (beech. ' I 

* muft ftrive,* laid he, ' toeafethe an- 

* guiih of my heart with that confo- 

* latton. But fay, humane, benevo- 

* lent lady, to whole companion and 
« eet.erofity that haplefs orphan was 111- 

. bud for the lait peaceful moment 



drained by Madam Clement, who gave 
him to undcrttitnd, that Fathom was 
already overtaken by the vengeance of 
. le iven ; for (lie had traced him in all 
the courfe of his fortune, from his fir ft 
nance in the medical fphere to 
his total eclipfe. She reprefented the 
villain as a wretch altogether unworthy 
of his at' tion ; (lie (aid he was Co 
h infamy, that no perfon 
could enter the lifts againlt him, with- 
out bearing away fome (tain of difho- 
nour; that hew is, at prefent, peculiar- 
ly protected by the law, ana flickered 1 
1 . mtinent of Renaldo, in the 

cavern i hisdifgrace. 

Melville, glowing with rage, replied, 
that he was a venomous ferpent, which' 
it was incumbent on every foot to crufli ; 
that it was the duty of every man to 
contribute his whole power in fleeing' 
fociety from fuch a pernicious hypocrite; 
and that if fuch in fiances of perfidy 

and 
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and ingratitude were differed to pafs 
with impunity, virtue and plain-dealing 
would won be expelled From the habi- 
tations of men. ' Over and above theft 
' motives,' laid he, ' I own myfelf fo 
' vitiated with the allay of human paf- 
' fion and infirmity, that I cl' lire, I 
' eagerly pant for an occafion of meet- 
' ing him hind to hand, where I m:iv 
' upbraid him with his treachery, and 
' fhower down vengeance and defiroc- 
' tion on his perfidious head.' 

Then he recounted the anecdotes of 
our adventurer, which he had learned 
in Germany and Flanders, and conclud- 
with declaring his unalterable refo- 
hition of releafmg him from gaol, that 
lie might have an opportunity of la- 
crificing him with his own hand to the 
ies of Monimia. Thedifcreet lady, 
perceiving the perturbation of his mind, 
would not farther combat the impetu- 
olity of his pallion ; contenting herfelf 
with exacting a promift, that he would 
not execute his purpofe, until he mould 
have deliberated three days upon the 
cenfequences by which a ltep of that 
kind might be attended; before the ex- 
piration of that term, (he thought mea- 
Uires might be taken to prevent the 
young gentleman from expofing his 
life or reputation to unnecelTary haz i .!. 
Having complied with her requett in 

particular, he took his leave ; after 
he had, by repeated entreaties, prevailed 

I her to accept a jewel, in token of 
h'S veneration for the kind benefaclrels 
of his deceafed Monimia : nor could 

tnerous heart be frisfied, until he 
had forced a confideral fent on the 

humane phyfician, who ha [attended her 
in herl.it moments, an . now difcovered 
aparticularfy in i concern for her 

defponding lover. This gentleman at - 

d him to the houft of the benevo- 
lent Jofhui. where they dined, and 
re Don Diego was recommended, 
in the molt fervid teims of friendship, 
to the good offices of their hoft. Not 
that this duty was performed in pre! 
of the (hanger, Renaldo's delicacy would 
not expoft his friend to fucha fituati* 

the phyfician, before dinner, en- 

ned that (hanger ino.. 
Melville withdrew into anoth 
the Jew, to whom he difclofed the af- 
fa'i ut the Caitilian, with certain cir- 
cumdance.s, which /hull, in due- ti 
be revealed. 
Jofhua's curio.Hty being whetted by 



this information, he com.! not help e 
the Spaniard n i d>le, li a pai- 

ti :ul ir (tare, th it Don Dieg • perei I 
. and took it the 

freedom of his regard. Being un 
to conceal his difpleafure, he addrcfled 
himfelf to til lie 'new, with great fo- 
i n the Spanifh tongue, faying, 

* Signior, is then- any Angularity in 

* my appearance ? or, do you recollect 
' the features of Don Diego De Zelos r* 

1 Signior Don Diego,' replied the 
other in pure ' n, ' I crave your 

' pardon for the rudenefs of my curi- 
' ofity, which prompted me to furvey 
' a nobleman, whole character I revere, 
' and to whole misfortunes I am no 
' ftanger; indeed, were curiolity alone 
' concerned, I mould be without ex- 
' cule, but as I am heartily inclined to 
' ferve you, as far as my weak abilities 
c extend, I hope your generolity will 
' not impute any little involuntary trtf- 
fs of punctilio to my want or cot- 
' diality orefteem.' 

The Spaniard was not only appeafed 
by this apology, but alfo affected with 
the compliment, and the language in 
which it was conveyed. He thanked 
the Jew for his kind declaration, intreat- 
e.i him ro bear with the peeviftinefs of a 
difpofition, lore with the galling - hand 
of afliiction; and, turning up his i 
to Heaven, ' Were it poffible,' c 
he, ' for fate to reconcile contra 
anil recal the irremeable current of 
events, I would now believe, that 
there was happinefs (til I in reTei-ve for 
the forlorn Zelos ; now that 1 tread 
the land of freedom and humanity; 
now that I find myfelf befriended by 

* the molt generous of men. Alas! £ 
' all: not happinefs! if, by the kind en- 

* deavonrs of the gallant Count De 

ivilie, to whom I am already io- 
' debted for my life; and by the efforts 
' of his friends, the honour of my name 
' (hall be purified and cleared from the 
' poifonous (tains of malice, by winch it 

' is at preftnt (potted ; I (hall tiien enjoy 
' all thatlktisfaction, which deltiny can 
tow upon a wreti ti v. h ... are 
1 incurable.' 

Renaldo comforted him with the af- 
furance of his being on the eve of tri- 
over his adverfaries ; and Jo- 
confirmed the con lolat ion, by^iving 
him to underltand, that he had 

lent in S] u influ nee 

in il,. (iati ; that '. had ah • I - »J tteii 

to 
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to tlieni on the fubjeft of Don Diego, 
in confequence of a L( 
received from Melville, while he tarried 
at Mors, and that h( , ex- 

pected a favourable anfwer on that fub- 
jeft. 

After dinner, the phyfician took bis 
leave, though not before he had pro- 
Hiifed to meet Rtnaldo at night, and ac- 
company him in the repetition of his 
midnight vifit to Monimia's tomb; for 
this pilgrimage the unfortunate youth 
refolved nightly to perform, during the 
whole tkneof hisrefidence in England; 
it was, indeed, a fort of pie. 
proipect of which enabled him to bear 
the toil of living through the day ; 
though his patience was almolt quite 
exhaulted before the hour of aff. gnation 
arrived. 

When the doctor appeared with the 
coach, he leaped into it with great eager- 
nefs, after he had, with much difficulty, 
prevailed with Don Diego to flay at 
home, on account of his health, which 
wa.s not yel perfectly ettablifhed. The 
Caltilian, however, would not comply 
with his requeft, until he had obtained 
the count's promife, that he fhouid be, 
permitted to accompany him next night, 
and take that duty alternately with the 
phyfician. 

About midnight they reached the 
place, where they found the iexton in 
waiting, according to the orders he I d 
received; the door was opened, the 
mourner conducted to the tomb, and 
left as before to the gloom of his own 
meditations. Again he laid himfelfi 
on the cold ground ; again he renew-. 
ed h.ls lamentable drain; ids imagina- 
tion began to be heated into an ex- 
tafv of enthufialm, during which, he 
again fervently invoked the lpirit of his 
deceafed Monimia. 

In the midft of thefe invocations, his 
ear was fuddenly invaded with the found 
of lome few folemn noies. iffuing from 
the organ, which feemed to feel the im- 
pulfe of an invifible hand. 

At this awful falutation, Melville 
was rouzed to the keeneft fenfe of fur- 
prize and attention : reafon fhrunk be- 
fore the thronging ideas of his fancy, 
which reprefented this m-ufick as the 
prelude to lbmething ftrange and fuper- 
natural; and, while he waited for the 
fequel, the place was fuddenly illumi- 
nated, and each furrounding object 
brought undei the cognizance oHtis eye. 



What pa(Ted within his mind on this 
occafion, is not eafy to be defcribed : 
all his faculties were fwallowed up by 
thofe of feeing and of hearing; he had 
mechanically railed himfelf upon one 
knee, with his body advancing for- 
wards; and in this attitude he gazed 
1 a look, through which his foul 
feemed. eager to efcape. To his view, 
thus (trained upon vacant fpace, in a 
tew minutes appeared the figure of a 
woman arrayed in white, with a veil 
that covered her face, and flowed down 
upon her back and moulders. The 
phantom approached him with an eafy 
(tep, and, lifting upher veil, difcovered 
(believe it, O reader!) the individual 
countenance of Monimia. 

At fight of thefe well-known features, 
feemingly improved with new celeftial 
graces, the youth became a ftatue, ex- 
pretTing amazement, love, and awful 
adoration. He faw the apparition fmile 
with meek benevolence, divine compaf- 
fion, warmed and intendered by that 
fond, pure flame, which death could 
not extinguiih : he heard the voice of 
his Monimia call Renaldo ! Thrice he 
efl ived to anfwer; as oft his tongue de- 
nied it's office : his hair flood upright, 
and a cold vapour feemed to thrill 
through every nerve. This was not 
fear, but the infirmity of human nature, 
opprefjfed by the prefence of a fuperior 
being. 

At length his agony was overcome ; 
he recollected all his refolution, and in 
a drain of awe-ftruck rapture, thus ad- 
dreffed the heavenly vilitant. ' Haft 
' thou then heard, pure fpirit, thewail- 
* ings of my grief ? Haft thou defcend- 
' ed from the realms of blifs, in pity to 
' mv v. oe ? and art thou come to fpeak 
' the words of peace to my defponding 
' foul? To bill the wretched fmile; to 
' lift the load of mifery and care from 
' the afflicted breaftj to fill thy lover's 
: t with joy and pleafing hope, was 
' it i 1 1 the darling talk of my Monimia, 
' ere yet refined to that perfection which 
' mortality can never attain : no won- 
' der, then', bleft fhade, that now, when 
' reunited to thy native heaven, thou art 
' (till kind, propitious, and beneficent, to 
' us, who groan in this inhofpirable vale 
' of forrow thou haft left; tefl me, ahl 
■• tell me, dolt thou ttill remember thole 
' fond hours we palled together? Doth 
' that enlightened bofom feel a pang of 
' foft regret, when thou recalled our fa- 
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• til llparation' Sure that meek.ncd 
4 glance befpeaks thy lympathy ! Ah ! 

• how that tender look overpowers me ! 
' Sacred Heaven ! the pearly drops of 
' pity trickle down thy cheeks ! Such 
« aie the tears that angels Ihed over 

* man's diltrefs! Tuin not away: 
' thou beckunert me to follow; yes, I 
1 will follow thee, astherial lpirit,as far 
1 as thele weak limbs, incumbered with 

* mortality, will bear my weight ; and 

* would to Heaven I could, wiih rile, 

* put off thele vile, corporeal (hackles, 

• and attend thy flight!" 

So laying, he lUrted from the ground, 
and in a tianlpoitof eager expt elation, 
at awful diftance, traced the footlteps 
of the apparition ; which, entering a de- 
tached apartment, funk down upon a 
cluii, and with a figh exclaimed, ' In- 

• cietd, this is too much !' What was 
the disorder of Renaldo's mind, when 
he peiccived this phenomenon! Before 
icfleclion could perform it's office, mov- 
ed by a hidden impulle, lie lprung for- 
wards, crying, ' If it be deaih to touch 

* thee, let me die!' and caught in his 
arms, not the fhaciow, but the warm ltib- 
ilanceof the all accompli flu- J Monimia. 
' Mylteiious powers of Providence! 

* this is no phantom ! this is no (hade 1 
1 this is the life, the panting botbm of 
' her whom I have to long, lb bitterly 
' deplored! I fold her in my arms! I 
' prel's her glowing brealt to mine ! I 

• fee her blulh with virtuous pleafure 

• and ingenuous love ! (he fmiles upon 
' me with inchanting tendernefs ! O let 
' mc gaze on that tranfeendent beauty, 
' which the more I view it, ravifhes the 
' more! Thefe charms are too intenfe; 
« I ficken while I gaze! Merciful 

• Heaven ! is not this a mere illulion of 
' the biain? Was (he not fled for ever? 

* Had not the cold hand of death di- 
« voiced her from my hope? This mull 

* be fome Mattering vifion of my diftem- 
' pcred fancy ! peihaps fome lbcthing 

• dream : if fuch it be, grant, O ye 
1 heavenly powers! that i may never 
« wake.' 

■ O ger»«le youth !' replied the beau- 
teous orphan, ftill clalptd in hi-, em- 
brace, ' what joy now filU the buiom of 

* Monimia, at tin* triumph qf thy vir- 

• tue and thy love? When I I'.e thele 
' tranfpoits of thy affection, •.-•Ikii I find 

• thee reitorcd to that place m my cittern 
' and admiration, which ti.ou haul! loll 

* by the arts of calumny and malice ! 
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« This is a meeting which my moft fan* 
1 guine hopes durll not prefage!' 

So entirely were the faculties of Re- 
naldo engrofTed in the contemplation of 
his rcliored Monimia, that he law not 
the reft ot the company, who wept with 
tranlport over this affecting fcene : he- 
was therefore amazed at the interpohtiorj 
of Mad on Clemen; ; who, while the 
Ihower of lymp ithetick pleafure bedew- 
ed her cheeks, congratulated the lovers 
upon this happy event, crying, ' Thele 
' are the jf>ys which virtue calls her 
' own.' They alio received the com- 
pliments of a reverend clergyman; who 
told Monimia, (lie had reaped at Lit 
the fruits of that' pious reiignation to 
the will of Ue.vcn, which Ihe had lb 
devoutly pracViled during the term ot 
her affliction : and, laltly, they wets 
accolfed by the phyfician, who was not 
quit* lb hackneyed in the ways ot 
death, or lb caliou:; to the finer fenfa- 
tions of the foul, but that he blubbered 
plentifully, while he petitioned Heaven 
in behalf of fuch an accomplished rmd 
delerving pair. 

Monimia, taking Madam Clement 
by the hand, ' Whatever joy,' faid lhe, 
' RenaMo derives from this occafion, 

* is owing to the bounty, the compaf- 
' lion, and maternal care of this mom • 

* parable lady, together with the kind 
' admonitions and humanity of thUe 
< two worthy gentlemen.' 

Melville, whole paiiions were ftill in 
agitation, and whole mind could not 
yet digelt the incidents that occuned, 
embraced them all by turns ; but, lis-e 
the faithful needle, which, though 
Ihaken for an inllant from it's poize, 
immediately regains it'3 true direction, 
and points invariably to the pole, he 
loon returned to his Moniruta; agt.in he 
held her in his arms ; again he drank 
inchantinent from her eyes, and thus 
poured forth the effulions of his loul. 
' Can I then tint!: the evidence of (enlef 
' And art thou really to my with re- 
« ftored ? Never, O never, did thy b< au- 
' ty lliine w.th Inch bewitching grape, 
c n that wliich now confounds and 
' captivates my \ ii w! Uirethcic \fi K rtic- 
1 tumg nioie than mortal in t-.- ^ I 
' Where halt thou lived' Vv hv: : bor- 
' lowed this perfection ? Whei.ce .it 
1 thou now defcciukd J Oh ' 1 am «>l 

* amazement, joy, and fear ! Thou wilt 
' not leav .. me ! no, we mutt not part 

• Bgaip ; by this warp) kus, a ti. juiand. 

C C ' ti.net 
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* times more fweet than all the fragrance 

* of the Eaft, we never more will part! 
« O this is rapture, extafy, and what no 
« language can explain !' 

In the midft of thefe ejaculations, he 
ravifhed a banquet from her glowing 
lips, that kindled in his heart a flame, 
which rufhed through every vein, and 
glided to his marrow : this was a privi- 
lege he had never claimed before, and 
now permitted as a recompence for all 
the penance he had fuffered; neverthe- 
lefs, the cheeks of Monimia, who was 
altogether unaccuftomed to fuch fami- 
liarities, underwent a total fuffufion ; 
and Madam Clement difcreetly relieved 
her from the anxiety of her fituation, 
by interfering in the difcourfe, and ral- 
lying the count, upon his endeavours to 
monopolize fuch a branch of happinefs. 
' O my dear lady!' replied Renaldo, 
who by this time had, in fome meafure, 
ecovered his recollection, « forgive the 
wild tranfports of a fond lover, who 
hath fo unexpectedly retrieved the jew- 
el of his foul ! yet, far from wifhing 
to hoard up his treafure, he means to 
communicate and diffufe his happinefs 
to all his friends.— O my Monimia ! 
how will the pleafure of this hour be 
propagated ! As yet thou knoweft 
not all the blifs that is referved for 
thy enjoyment : meanwhile, I long to 
learn by what contrivance this happy 
interview hath been effected ; ftill am 
I ignorant how I was tranfported into 
this apartment, from the lonely vault 
in which I mourned over my i'uppoled 
misfortune V 



CHAP. XXIX. 

THE MYSTERY UNFOLDED. AN- 
OTHER RECOGNITION} WHICH, 
IT IS TOBE HOPED, THE READER 
COULD NOT FORESEE. 

THE French lady then explained 
the whole myftery of Monimia's 
death, as a ftratagem (lie had concerted 
with the clergyman and doctor, in or- 
der to defeat the pernicious defigns of 
Fathom, who feemed determined to fup- 
port his falfe pretenfions, by dint of 
perjury anJ fraud, which they would 
have found it vry difficult to elude. 
She obferved, that the phyfician had 
actually defpaired of Monimia's life, 
and it was not till after (he jicifelf was 



made acquainted with the prognoftiefc, 
that (he wrote the letter to Renaldo, 
which (he committed to the care of Ma- 
dam Clement, with an earneft intreaty, 
that it (hould not be fent till after her 
deceafe: but that lady believing the 
count had been certainly abufed by his 
treacherous confident, difpatched the 
billet without the knowledge of Moni- 
mia, whofe health was reftored by the 
indefatigable care of the phylician, and 
the (age exhortations of the clergyman, 
by which (he was reconciled to life. In 
a word, the villainy of Fathom had in- 
fpired her with fome faint hope that 
Renaldo might ftill be innocent ; and 
that notion contributed not a little to 
her cure. 

The letter having fo effectually an- 
fwered their warmelt hopes, in bring- 
ing back Renaldo fuch a pattern of con - 
ftancy and love ; the confederates, in 
confluence of his enthufiaftick forrow, 
had planned this meeting as the moft in- 
terefting way of reltoring two virtuous 
lovers to the anns of each other; for 
which purpofe the good clergyman had 
pitched upon his own chinch, and in- 
dulged them with the ufe of theveftry, 
in which they now were prefented with, 
a fmall but elegant collation. 

Mf-lville heard this fuccinct detail 
with equal joy and admiration ; he pour- 
ed forth the dictates of his gratitude t» 
the prefervei s of his happinefs : * This 
' church,' laid he, ' mall henceforth 
' poiTefs a double (hare of my venera- 
' tion 5 this holy man will, I hope, fi- 

* nidi the charitable work he has begun* 
' by tying thole bands of our happinefs, 

* which nought but death (hall have 
' powerto unbind.' Then turning to that 
object which was the itar of his regard, 
' Do I not over-rate,' faid he, ' my 

* inteteft with the fair Monimia r' She 
made no verbal reply j but anfwered by 
an emphatick glance, more eloquent 
than all the powers of rhetorick and 
fpeech. This language, which is uni- 
verfal in the world of love, he perfectly 
well underftood ; and in token of that 
faculty, iealed the alTent which (lie had 
l'miled, with a kifs imprinted on her 
poliftied forehead. 

In order to diflipate thofe interefting 
ideas, which, by being too long indulg- 
ed, might have endangered his reafon, 
Madam Clement intreated him to en- 
tertain the company with a detail of 
what had happened to him in his laft 
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journey to the empire ; and Montmia 
cxpielfed a defire of knowing, in pelli- 
cular, the ifTue of his conteft with Count 
Tiebafi, who, (he knew, had uiurped 
the l'ucceffion of his father. 

Thus folicited, he could not reful'e 
to gratify their cuiiofitv and concern : 
he explained his obligations to the be- 
nevolent Jew; related the fteps he had ta- 
ken at Vienna for the recovery of las 
inheritance; informed them of his hap- 
py rencounter with his father-in-law; 
of his filter's deliverance and marriage; 
of the danger into which his life had be-n 
precipitated by the news of Monimia"s 
death; and, lallly, of his adventure 
with che banditti, in favour of a gen- 
tleman, who he afterwards understood 
had been robbed in the molt bafe and 
barbarous manner by Fathom. He lilce- 
wife, to the altonimment of all prelent, 
and of his miltrefs in particular, com- 
municated fome circumltances, which 
(hall appear in due feafon. 

Monimia's tender frame being quite 
fatigued with the l'cene Ihe had acted, 
and her mind overwhelmed with the 
profpeious tidings (he had heard, after 
having joined the congratulations of the 
company, on the good fortune of her 
Renaldo, begged leave to retire, that (ha 
might by repofe recruit her exhaufted 
fpirits ; and the night being pretty far 
fpent, (he was conducted by her lover 
to Madam Clement's coach, that (tood 
in waiting, In which alfo the relt of the 
company mide (hift to embark, and 
were carried to the houfe of that gooJ 
lady; where, after they were invited to 
dine, and Meiville intreated to bring 
Don Diego and the Jew along with them, 
they took leave of one another, and re- 
tired to rheir respective lodgings in a 
tranlport of joy and fatisfaction. 

As for Renaldo, his rapture wjs (till 
mixed with apprehenlion, tint all he had 
fcen and heard was no mofe than an 
unfubftantial vifion, railed by fome gay 
delirium of a ditbrdered imagination. 
While his brealt underwent thole vio- 
lent, though blifsful emotions of joy and 
Admiration, his friend the Caitilian fpent 
the night in ruminating over his own 
calamities, and in a lerious and l'evere 
review of his own conduit.. He com- 
pared his own behaviour with that of 
the young Hungarian, and found himlelt 
fo light in the fcale, that he fmote his 
brealt with violence, cxclaimjng in an 
)i£ony of remorf:. 



! Count Melville hasreafon to grieve, 
Don Diego to defpair; his misfor- 
tunes flow from the villainy of man- 
kind, mine are the fruit of my own 
madnefs : he laments the lofs of a 
miltrefs, who fell a facrifice to the 
perfidious arts of a crafty traitor; (he 
was beautiful, virtuous, acrompHlhe I, 
and affectionate ; he was fraught with 
lenlibility and love. Doubtlefs, his 
heart mult have deeply furfered; his 
behaviour denotes the keennefs of his 
woe; his eyes are ever flowing foun- 
tains of tears; his bofom the habita- 
tion of fighs; five hundred leagues 
hath he meafured in a pilgrimage to 
her tomb; nightly he vifits the dreary 
vault where (he now lies at relt ; her 
folitary grave is his couch ; he coo - 
verfes with darknefs and the dead, 
until each lonely aide re-echoes his dif- 
trefs. What would be his penance, 
had he my caufe ? were he conlcious 
of having murdered a beloved wife and 
darlingdaughter! Ah,wretch ! ah, cruel 
homicide ! what had thofe dear vic- 
tims done to merit fuch a fate ? Were 
they not ever gentle and obedient, 
ever aiming to give thee fatisfaction 
and delight ! Say, that Serafina was 
enamoured of a peafant ; fay, that (he 
had degenerated from the honour of 
her race: the inclinations are invo- 
luntary ; perhaps that (tranger was her 
equal in pedigree and worth. Had 
they been fairly queftioned, they might 
have ju(tified,at leaftexcu(ed,that con- 
duct which appeared fo criminal; or 
had they owned the offence, and (up- 
plicated pardon: Oh, barbarous mon- 
lter that I am! was all the hufband, 
was all the father extinguilhed in my 
heart ? How (hall my own errors be 
forgiven, if 1 refui'e to pardon the frail- 
ties of my own blood ; of thole who 
are molt deai to my affection] Yet 
nature pleaded ftrbngly in their be- 
half! my heart was burlting while I 
difmifled them to the (hades of death. 
I was maddened with revenge ' I was 
guided by that lavage principle which 
fallcly we chII honour : accurfed phan- 
tom ! that afTumes the fperions title, 
and miileads gut w; etched nation 1 Is 
|l then honourable to fculk like an af- 
fafTm, and plunge the frcret dagger in 
phe Ijffif oflome unhappy man, who 
hath ir.currcJ my groundless jealoufy 
or lulpicion, without indulging him 
with that opportunity which the w„r 1 
C c a * criminal 
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f criminal enjoys ? or is it honourable 
t to poil'on two detencelefs women, a 

* tender wife, an amiable daughter, 

* whom even alrown would .ilrnolt have 

* deftroyed ! Oh, this is cowardice, 

* brutality, hell born fury and revenge! 

* Heaven hath not mercy to forgive fuch 

* execrable guilt. Who gave thee power, 
' abaudoned ruffian, over the lives of 

* thole whom God hath (rationed as thy 

* fellows of probation; over thole whom 

* he had fent to comfort and a Hi it thee; 

* to fweeten all thy cares, and fmooth 

* the rough uneven paths of life? Oh, 
f I am doomed to never-ceafing horror 
f and remorfe ! If milery can atone for 
f fuch enormous guilt, I have felt it in 

* the extreme; like an undying vulture, 
f it preys upon my heart ; to forrow I 
f am wedded j I hug that teeming con- 

* fort to my foul ; never, ah 1 never lhall 
f we part ; for foon as my fame (hall 
f fhine unclouded by the charge of trea- 
' fon thai now hangs over it, I will de- 
' vote mvfelf to penitence and woe j a 

* cold, damp pavement (hall be my bed, 
8 my raiment lhall be fackcloth, the 
c fields (hall furniihherbage for my food, 
f the llream (hall quench my thirfl, the 

* miautes lhall be numbered by my 

* groans, the night be privy to my 

* (trains of foi row, till Heaven, in pity 
.* to my fufferings, releafe me from the 

* penance I endure — perhaps the faints 

* whom I have murdered will intercede 

* for my rernifiion.' 

Such was the exercife of grief in which 
the haplefs Caflilian confumed the night; 
-he had not yet cpnflgned himfelf to 
ret, when Rcnaldo entering his cham- 
ber, difplayed fuch a gleam of vvildnefs 
and rapture in his countenance, as over- 
whelmed him with amazement ; for, till 
that moment, he had never feen hisvi- 
fage unobfeured with woe. ' Pardon 
1 this abrupt intruiion, my friend,' cried 
Melville, 'I could no longer withold 

* from your participation the great, the 
.? unexpected turn, whichhath this m'ght 

* difpelled all my lbrrows, and reftored 
.«! me to the fruition of ineffable joy. 

* Monimia lives ! the fair, the tender, 
? the virtuous Monimia lives, andfmiles 
f Upon my vows 1 This night I retrieved 
f her from the grave : I held her in thefe 
^ arms: I pre fled her warm, delicious 

* lips to mine ! O, I am giddy with in- 
f tolerable pleafure !' 

Don Diego was confounded at this 
declaration, which. he conlidered. -as the, 



effect of a difordered brain: he never 
doubted tlut Renaldo's grief had at 
length overpowered his realbn, and that 
his words weiethe effect ot meie tienzy. 
While he muled on this melancholy l'ub- 
ject, the count compofed his features ; 
and, in a fuccinct and well -connected 
detail, explained the whole myitery ot 
his li.ippmeis, to the inexpieffible aito- 
niflim^nt of the Spaniard, who (bed tears 
of fatisfaction, and (training the Hun- 
garian to his breaft, ' O my fon !' laid 
he, ' you fee what recompence Heaven 
' hath in (lore for thoi'e who purlue the 
' paths of real virtue ; thole paths from 
.' which I myielf have been fatally mif- 
' led .by a faithlefs vapour, whichhath 

* (educed my iteps, and left me dark- 
' ling in the a by is of wretchednefs. 
1 Such as you delcribe this happy fail', 

• was once my Serafina, rich in every 
( grace of mind r.nd body which nature 
' could heltow. Had it pleafed Heaven 
' to blefs her with a lover like Renaldo ! 
' but no inore, the irrevocable lhaft is 
' fled ; I will not taint your enjoyment 
' with my unavailing fighs !' 

Melville allured this difconfolate fa- 
ther, that no pleafure, no avocation, 
fhould everfo entirely ingrcis his mind, 
but tfiat he (hould flill find an hour for 
lympathy and friendfliip : hecommuni - 
cated the invitation of Madam Clement, 
and infilled upon his compliance, thai 
he might have an opportunity of feeing 
and approving theobjectc? his paflion. 
";' I can refufe nothing to the requell of 

* Count De Melville,' replied the Spa- 
niard, ' and it were ungrateful in me to 
' decline the honour you propofe. I 

* own m.yfelf inflamed with a deflre of 

* beholding a young lady, whole per- 
• ' fections I have feen reflected in your 

* forrow; my curiolity is, moreover, 

* interefted on account of that humane 

* gentlewoman, whole uncommon ge- 
' nerolity (heltered fuch virtue in diltrefs} 
' but my dilpoiition i$ infectious, and 
' will, 1 am afraid, hany like a damp up- 
f on the general feiiivity of your friends.' 

Melville would take no denial; and, 
having obtained his con Cent, rcpaiied to 
the houle of Jolhua, whole countenance 
feemed tp unbend gradually, into a total 
expreffion of joy and furprize, as he 
Jeuned the circumltances of this amaz- 
ing event : he faithfully promifed to at- 
tend the count at the appointed hour, 
and hi tl>e mean time earneftly exhorted 
him to take fame repofe, in order to 
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qoiet the agitation of his fpirits, which 
»nntl heme been vivlcnily hunted on this 
occaikm. The advise was lalutary, and 
Renaldo relolved ro Mlow it. 

He returned to his lodgings, and laid 
hunlcif down; but, noiwithitatidingthe 
I ie he had undergone, llcep refilled 
to vilit his eyelids, all his faculties being 
kept in motion by the idea* lint Cloud- 
ed Co fait upon ins imagination: never- 
ekeeeik, though his mind continued in 
hgieetion, his body was refieihed, and 
he arole in the forenoon with more fere* 
nity and vigour thai he bad enjoyed tor 
many months 5 cvetv BiUMOBt his heart 
throbbed with new rapture, when he 
found himlelf on the brink of pofalitTuig 
ail cheat his foul held dear and amiable. 
He puton hit gayelt looks and apparel] 
ilifti il upon the Cattilian's doing the 
lame honour to the occafion ; and the al- 
teration of drels produced luch an advan- 
tageous change in the appearance ot 
.Don Diego, that when Joihuu arrived 
at the appointed hour, lie could lcarce 
recognize his features, and compliment- 
ed hm very politely on the improvement 
ot his looks. 

True it is, the Spaniard was a per- 
fonage of a very prepoffclfingmien, and 
n«.ble deportment ; and had not grief, 
by mcieahnghis native gravity, in fome 
mealure dilcompofed the Symmetry of 
his countenance, he would have parted 
for a man of a very amiable and engag- 
ing phyfiognomy. They let out in the 
]l.v's coacli tor the houle of Madam 
Clement, and were inhered into an a- 
paitment, where they found the clergy- 
man and phylkian with that lady, to 
"whom Don Diego and the Hebrew were 
by Melville introduced. 

Before they had leated themfelves, 
Renaldo enquired about the health of 
Aionimia, and was directed to the next 
room by Madam Clement, who per- 
mitted him to go thicker, and conduct 
her to the company. He was not /low 
in availing himlelt of this permiSlion : 
he dil'appeared in an inttant 5 and, dur- 
ing hie (hoit abSence, Don Diego was 
iiiangely dditubed; the blood tiufhed, 
and lorlook his cheeks by nuns; a cold 
Vapour leemed to Shiver through his 
nerves; and at his brealt he feit uncom- 
mon palpitation. Madam Ciementob- 
ltrved his dilcompoi'ure, and kindly en- 
quired into the caule; when he replied, 
' i have luch an interelt in what con- 
.' cecns il.c Cvunt^>c.M«lville ; «n«i my 
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1 imagination is fo much prepoSTefl'ed 
• wiih the pel feet ions ot Mommn, that 
' I Brti, as it were, agonized with cx- 
4 peculation ; yet never did my cui lolity 
' before raile iuth tumults a« thole that 
1 now agitate my bolom !' 

lie had lcarce pronounced thefe 
wouls, when the door reopening, Re- 
naldo led in this mirror of elegnnce and 
beauty, at fight of whom the Israelite's 
countenance was diltorted into a Hare of 
admiration. But if luch was the arto- 
nifhmei t of Joihua, what were the emo- 
tions of the Caftilian; whan, in the beau- 
teous orphan, he beheld the individual 
Aeatuies of his long-loll Sen.fiina I 

His leelings are not to be defcribed ; 
tiie fond parent, whole affcclion Shoots 
even to a fenle of pain, feels not half 
inch tranlpoit, when lie unexpectedly 
retiieves a darling child from the en - 
gulphmg billows or devouring flame, 
i'hc hope of Zelos had been totally ex- 
tinguished ; his heart had been inceilant- 
1) torn with anguilh and remoife, up- 
braiding him as the murderer of Sera- 
iina. His, therefore, were the additional 
transports of a father disburdened of 
the guilt of luch enormous homicide. 
His neives were too much overpowered 
by this Hidden recognition, to manifeft 
the feniation of his ibul by external 
fign«. He ttarted not, nor did he 
lift an hand in token of lurnrize; he 
moved not from the l'pot on which he 
Hood ; but, jivettinghie eyes to thofe 
X>f the lovely phantom, remained with- 
out motion, until She, approaching with 
her lover, fell at his feet, and clafping 
his knees, exclaimed, • May I yet call 
* you father ?' 

This powerful Shock srrouzed his 
faculties j a cold freest bedewed bis 
tcrehead ; ht6 knees began to totter; 
he dropped upon theflooi, and ihiowing 
Ins arms mound her, cutd, ' O nature! 
' O Sci<ahn«! Merciful Proviuc.-c ! thy 
' ways ure palt finding out.' bo fay- 
ing, he fell upon her neck, and wiejJt 
aloud ; the tear* of Sympathetic*; joy 
trickled down her lnowy botoni, that 
heaved with rapture inexpressible. Re- 
naldo's eves pouied forth the briny 
fteeamj the cheeks uf Madam Clement 
were no' dry in this conjuncture; fhe 
kneeled by Se-rafina, killed her with all 
the eagerncSs ot maternal affection, and 
with uplifted hands adored the Power 
that pre-ordained this bltli'ed event ; the 
<lvrr^ytn*« and idvibor intimately ,'haitcd 

the 
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the general tranfport; and as for Joftma, 
the drops of true benevolence flowed 
from his eyes, like the oil on Aaron's 
beard, while he fkipped about the room 
in an aukward cxtafy, and in a voice 
refembling the hoarle notes of the long- 
cared tribe, cried, ' O father Abraham ! 
' fuch a moving fcene hath not been 

* acted fince Jofephdilclofed himfelf un- 
' to his brethren in Egypt'.' 

Don Diego having found utterance to 
his paffion, proceeded in this drain, 

* O ! my dear child ! to find thee thus 
' again, after our lalt unhappy parting, 
< is wonderful ! miraculous ! Bleifed 

* be the all-good, Almighty Power, that 
' faved thee for this hour of joy ! Yet 

* while my heart yearns towards thee ; 
' while I pant with inconceivable af- 
' fection, and thus review thefe living 

* features, which were fo long my ftudy 
' and delight, I dare not afk by what 

* myfterious means this meeting is ef- 

* feclcd j left, in the fond enquiry, I 
' find my prefent blil's unreal, and 
' awake to mifery again !' 

• O ever honoured father!' (he re- 
plied, ' if to fee your Serafina at your 

* feet, melting with filial love and ve- 

* neration, can impart a gleam of iatis- 
' faction to your breaft, enjoy that plea- 

* fuie, and behold her now reftored to 

* your protection and paternal, will, 

* which (he never more will diibbey. 

* Alas ! had Heaven thought proper to 

* referve another parent for this inter* 

* view, our joys had been compleat 5 

* but me hath already paid her debt to 

* nature, and from the feats of blifs 
4 looks down well pleafed on this inte- 

* refting fcene.' 

* Ah, my Antonia V cried the fa- 
ther, interrupting her, ' fhe is then at 

* reft. Peace be to her unlpotted foul ; 

* to have found her here had been too 
' much. How my Serafina hath furvived 
' my blindfold rage, I know not ; but 
« fui e the guilt of fair Antcnia's death 
« ftil! hangs upon my foul V 

' Difmifs that fatal though*,' laid 
Serafina; * my motherquietiy bade adieu 

* to life in England : ihe peaceably ex- 
' pired within thefe arms, and with her 

* latest breath prayed fur her haplefs 

* hufDand.'— ' Her mind was ever god- 
' like,' he refumed, * (he was a faint in 
' virtue, ill bellowed on fuch a wretch 
' as me ! yet thy words have razed a 
4 . dreadful burden from my confeience; 

* I am not then the dire arfaflin, who 



4 facrificed his wife and daughter to an 
» infernal motive, falfely titled honour? 

* though I am more and more involved 

* in a myfteiy, which I long to hear 
1 explained.' 

4 That (hull be my talk,' cried Re- 
naldo ; * but firft permit me to implore 
your fanction to my paflion for the in- 
comparable Serafina. You already 
know our mutual fentiments ; and 
though I own the pofletlioti of fuch 
ineltimable worth and beauty would 
be a reconipence that infinitely tran- 
fcends the merit I can plead, yet as it 
hath been my good fortune to infpiie 
her with a mutual flame, I hope to 
reap from your indulgence, what I 
could not expect from my own de- 
fert ; and here we prefent ourfelves, in 
hope of your paternal aflent and be- 
nediction.' 
4 Were (he more fair, and good, and 
gentle than ihe is, 1 anfweredthe Caiti- 
ian, 4 (and to my partial observation, 
nought e'er appeared on earth more 
beauteous and engaging) I would ap- 
prove your title to her heart, and 
lecommend you to her rallies, with 
all a father's influence and power- 
yes, my daughter! my joy on this 
occafion is infinitely augmented by 
the knowledge of thofe tender ties of 
love, that bind thee to this amiable 
youth ; a youth ! to whofe uncommon 
courage and generofity I owe my life 
and my fubfiltence, together with the 
inexpreilible delight that now revels 
in my bofom ! — Enjoy, my children, 
the happy fruits of your reciprocal 
attachment. May Heaven, which 
hath gracioufly conducted you through 
a labyrinth of perplexity and woe, to 
this tranfporting view of blifsful days, 
indulge you with that uninterrupted 
itream of pure felicity, which is the 
hope, and ought to be the boon, of vir* 
tue fuch as yours !* 
So faying, he joined their hands, and 
embraced them with the moft cordial 
love and fatisfaction ; which diffufed 
itfelf to every individual of the com- 
pany, who fervently invoked the Al- 
mighty Power in behalf of this enrap- 
tured pair. The tumult of thefe emo- 
tions having a little fubfided* and the 
Caltilian being feated between Henaldo. 
and his beauteous bride, he politely be-, 
fpoke the indulgence of Madam Cle- 
ment, begging (lie would permit him to 
demand the performance" ef the count's 

promife. 
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promife, that he might be forthwith 
made acquainted with thofe circum- 
stances of his own fate, which he was 
fo impatient to learn. 

The lady having allured him, that 
(lie and all the company would take 
pleafurr in hearing the recapitulation, 
the Spaniard, addrcfling himl'elf to Mel- 
ville, ' In the iKime of Heaven,' raid 
he, ' how could you fupplant that rival) 
4 who fell a facrifice to my rcfentment, 

* after he had bewitched the heart of 
4 Serafina ? for lure the affeclion he had 
' kindled in her bredt, mult have long 

* furvived his death.' — ' That rival,' 
replied the count, ' who incurred your 
4 difpleafure, was no other than Re- 
4 naldo.' With thefe words, he ap- 
plied to one eye a patch of black filk 
provided for the purpofe, and turning 
his face towards Don Diego, that gen- 
tleman darted with alionilhment, cry- 
ing, 4 Good Heaven ! the very coun- 
4 tenance of Orlando, whom I flew ! 
4 this is itiil more amazing.' 



CHAP. XXX. 

A RETROSPECTIVE LINK., NECESSA- 
RY FOR THE CONCATENATION 
OF THEbE MEMOIRS. 

4 TNDULGE me with a patient 
JL ' hearing,' proceeded the Hunga- 
rian, ' and alt thel'e riddles foon will 
4 be explained. Infi imed with the 
4 defire of feeing foreign countries, I 
4 dilobeyed the will of an indulgent fa- 
4 ther, from whole houi'e withdrawing 
4 privately, I fet out for Italy, in dii- 
4 guile, by the way of Tyrol, vifited Ve- 
4 nice, Rome, Florence, and embai king 
4 at Naples, in an Englifli (hip, arrived 
4 at St. Lucar, from whence I repaired 
4 to Seville; there, in a few days, was 
4 my curiolity engaged by the fame of 
4 the fair Serafina, who was jultly deerq- 
4 ed the molt accomplifhed beauty in 
4 that part of Spain. — Nay, blufh not, 
4 gentle creature ! for, by my hopes of 
4 heaven, thy chaims were even in- 
4 jured by the cold applanfe of that re- 
4 port! — Neveithcltfs, I was' warmly 
' inuielted by the uncommon character, 
4 and eagerly longed to fee this pattern 
4 of perfection. As Don Diego did not 
4 train her up in that reltraint to which 
4 the Spanilh ladies are fubjeCted, I foon 
• found au opportunity of feeing her at 



church ; and no perfon here prefent 
will, I prefume, doubt that I was in- 
ftantly captivated by her beauty and 
deportment. Had I thought that Don 
Diego's favour was unengaged, per- 
haps I fliould have followed the dic- 
tates of vanity and inexperience, and 
prefented myfelf in my own charac- 
ter, among the croud of her profefTcd 
admirers. I knew her father had been 
an officer of diltinguifhed rank and 
reputation, and did not doubt that he 
would have regarded a young foldier 
of unexceptionable pedigree, and I 
will even add, of untainted fame j nor 
did I fuppofe my own father could 
have objefted againft fuel) an advan- 
tageous match ; but, by dint of in- 
dultrious enquiry, I learned, that the 
divine Serafina was already betrothed 
to Don Manuel De Mendoza, and 
this information overwhelmed me with 
defpair. 

4 After having revolved a thoufand 
projects for retarding and preventing 
that dettlted union, I refolved to avail 
myfelf of my talent for drawing, and 
profefTed myfelf a matter of that fci- 
ence, in hope of being employed by 
the father of Serafina, who, I knew, 
let flip no opportunity of improving 
his daughter's education. Accord- 
ingly, I had the good fortune to at- 
tract his notice, wis invited to bis 
houfe, honoured with his approbation, 
and furnifhed with urn citricied oppcr- 
tunities of convcrfing with the dear 
object of my love. The pnflion whidi 
her beauty had kindled, was, by the 
perfections of her mind, inflamed to 
fuch a degree of tranfport, as could 
not be concealed from her penetration. 
She chanced to relifh my converfation } 
I gradually acquired her frieudfhip j 
pity was the next paflion that flie en- 
tertained in my favour. I then ven- 
tured to difclofe myfelf, and the dear 
charmer did not diiapprove of myprr- 
fumption. ' She and her mother had 
been perplexed with fome religious 
i'cruplcs, concerning which they ap- 
pealed to my opinion ; and I was happy 
enough to fet their minds at cafe. 
• Tins fort of intei •courfe naturally 
Created a mutual con fid t HCe among Us: 
and, in a word, I was blefled with 
the daughter's love and mothers re- 
probation. Don Diego will parJun 
thofe clandestine mealore's which we 
took, from a full peifualicn, tliaf it 

' was 
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« was impofliblt to render him propi- 

* tious to the views in which our hearts 

* and hands were lo deeply interefted : 

* I did not then know how little he was 

* addicted to fuperftition. 

« Without entering into a detail of 

* the fchemes we projected to delay the 

* happinefs of Mendo2a, I (hall only 

* obferve, that knowing the fatal day 
' was at length unalterably fixed, we 

* determined to elude the purpoie of 

* Don Diego by flight, and every thing 
' was actually prepared for our efcape. 

* When the hour of appointment arriv- 

* ed, I repaired to the place at which I 
4 had propofed to enter the houfe, and 

* (tumbled in the dark over the body 

* of a man (till warm and bleeding. 
1 Alarmed at this occurrence, I darted 

* myfelf through the window, andrulh- 

* ing to the apartment of the ladies, 

* (immortalpowers!) beheld the peerlefs 

* Serafina, and her virtuous mother, 

* ftretclied on a couch, and in all ap- 
' pearance deprived of life. 

4 The company will eafily conceive 

* what agonies I felt at fuch a ipeclacle. 
' I ran towards the l'pot in a tranlport 

* of horror ! I clafped my lovely raif- 

* trefs in my arms, and rinding her (till 

* breathing, endeavoured, but in vain, 

* to wake her from the trance; Anto- 

* nia was overwhelmed with the lame 

* lethargick power. My fancy was im- 

* mediately (truck with the appiehen lion 

* of their being poifoned, Regardlel's 

* of my own lituation, I alarmed the 

* family, called for afll fiance, and re- 
' queried the fervants to fummon Don 
« Diego to the difmal fcene. Iwasin- 

* formed, that their matter had rode 

* forth in maniftft ccnfufion ; and 
1 while I pondered on this fiirprizing 
' excurfon, an apothecary in the neigh - 

* bourhood entered the chamber, and 
1 having examined the puifes of the la- 
' dies, declared their lives were in no 

* danger; and advifed that they mould 

* be undrefied and conveyed to bed. 

* While their women were bufied in this 

* employment, I went into the court- 

* yard, attended by ibme of the fervants 

* with lights, in order to view the body 

* of the man which I had found at my 

* arrival. His apparel was mean, his 
' countenance ferocious, a long fpado 

* was buckled to his thigh, and in his 

* belt were ltuck a brace of loaded pii- 

* tols; fo that we concluded he was 

* lbme thief, who had waited for an cp« 

■ 



1 porfunity, and feeing the cafement 

* open, intended to rob the houfe, but 

* was prevented and (lain by Don Diego 
' himlelf, whofe retreat, however, did 
4 not a little confound our conjecture. 
4 For my own part, I remained ail night 
' in the houle, tortured with fear, vex- 
4 ation, and fufpence. 

4 My hope was altogether diiappoint- 
4 ed by this unhappy accident, and I 
' (huddered at the profpect of loling Se- 
4 raftna for ever, either by tins mylteii- 
4 ous malady, or by her marriage with, 
4 Mendoza, which I now defpaired of 
4 beingable to defeat. The major-domo 

* having waited ieveral hours for his 
4 lord's return, without feeing him ap- 

* pear, thought proper todifpatch a mef- 

* (engertoDon Manuel,with an account 
*■ of what had happened ; and that no- 

* bleman arriving in the morning, took 
' poffeflion of the houfe. About four 
4 o'clock in the afternoon, Serafina be- 
4 gan to itir, and at rive (he a.nd he> 
4 mother were perfectly awake. 

4 They no (boner recovered the ufe 
4 of reflection, than they gave figns of 
1 equal forrow and amazement, and ear- 
4 neflly called for Ifabella, who was 
4 privy to our defign, and who, after a 
' very minute enquirv, was found in a 
' lone and (blitary chamber, where (he 
4 had been confined. Such was thecon- 

* fufion of the houfe, that no perfonever. 

4 dreamed of aikinghowl had tntereb ; 

4 each domeltick, in all probability, 

4 fuppofing that I had been introduced 

4 by his fellow: fo that I tarried un- 

4 queltioned, on pretence of concern for 

4 the diftrefs of a family, in which I had 

4 been fo generoufly entertained; and 

4 by Ifabella lent my relpects and duty 

4 to her ladies ; ihe was theiefore not a 

4 little furprized, when, aftei every other 

4 fervant had withdrawn, (lie heard the 

4 lovely Serafina exclaim, with all tl*e 

4 violence of grief, " Ah, Ifabella I 

44 Orlando is no morel" but their alto- 

* nifliment was ftill greater, when (be 

' affined them of my being alive, and 

4 in the houfe. They recounted to her 

c the adventure of lalt night, which (ha 

4 explained by informing them of the 

4 letters which Don Diego bad intcr- 

4 ceuted ; and they immediately cci.- 

' eluded, that he hail, in the precipita- 

4 tion of his vwath, killed, by miftake* 

4 the perlon who was found dead in tr.3 

4 court- yard. This conjecture alarm* 

' ing them on my account, they, by tia 

4 medium 
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medium of Ifabella, conjured me to 
I.- ive the D Diego Humid 

return, and accompli (h his re lent mi n( ; 
and I w.i< pet mule, I towithdi 
ler I had fettled the channel of a 
refpondence with the confid 11 
' Being now obliged to alter our m \- 
fui ifc our former intern ion 

red by Don Di .1 fe- 
cured a retreat for Serafina and her 
mother, at the houfe of the Eiii, 
conl'ul in Seville, who was my par- 
ticular friend; and, next day, under- 
(landing from Ifabella, that her lord 
had not yet re-appeared, and that Don 
Manuel was very urgent in his ad- 
drefles, we conceited an affignation 
in the garden ; and that fame evening 
I was fortunate enough to convey my 
prize to the afylum I had prepared for 
their reception. Inexpreflibl v the 
rage of Mehdoza, when he heard of 
their elopement : he raved like one 
deprived of reafon; (wore he would put 
all the I'ervants of the family to the 
rack j and, in confequence of the in- 
telligence he obtained by threats and 
promifes, fet on foot a very ftiict en- 
quiry, in order to apprehend the fugi- 
tives and Orlando, who had, by lome 

ins or other, incurred his fofpicion. 
' We eluded his fearch by the vigi- 
lance and caution of our kind holt; 
and while we remained in conceal- 
ment, were extremely aftoniihed to 
hear, that the unfortunate Don Diego 
was proclaimed a traitor, and a price 
fet upon his head. This information 
overwhelmed us all with theutmoft af- 
Hi6tion. Antonia lamented, without 
ceafing, the difgrace of her heloved 
lord, from whom (he never would 
have withdrawn herfelf, but with the 
lively hope of a reconciliation, after 

Rrft (ranfports cf his ire fhould 
h iv ■ fuhfijed, and the real character 

oi ' t ) . . .ueii : it 

was not long bei ire we had reafon to 
believe, that Mcr.Joza was the ae- 
on'". 1 f.J go. 
* Nay, liart not, Siguier 3 Manuel 
wai . lie 
turn I when he found 
I in the hope of 

he tool 1 . . '.1 ab- 

Jente ;» r.ii retreat. He CO Ma - 

drid, impeached you to the fecjei 
of , • having maintained a cri- 
minal correfponJt 



of" Spain, included me in hi» accu- 
11, as a fpy for the houfe of Au- 
fhia, and framed fuch a plaulible 
tale from the circumftancea of your 
Is, that Don Diego was outlaw- 
ed, and Mendoza gratified with a 
grant of his eltate. 
' Thel'e melancholy incidents made 
a deep impreflion upon the mmd of 
the virtuous Antonia ; who, waving 
every other conlideration, would have 
perfonally appeared for the vindica- 
tion of her hufband's honour, had not 
we ddTuaded her from fuch a rafti 
undertaking, by demonltrating her 
inability to contend with fuch apow- 
eiful antagonilt, and reprefenting, 
that her appearance would be infalli- 
bly attended with the ruin of Serafi- 
na, who would certainly fall into the 
hands of the villain to whom fhe had 
been contracted. We exhorted her 
to wait patiently for fome happy re- 
volution of fortune, and encouraged 
her with the hope of Don Diego' s> 
exerting himfelf effectually in his. 
own defence. 

' Meanwhile, our worthy landlord 
was fuddenly cut off by death; and 
his widow being refolved to retire in- 
to her own country, we fecretly em- 
barked in the fame (hip, and arrived 
in England about eighteen months 
ago. Antonia (fill continued to pine 
over the ruin of her houfe; as (lie 
could hear no tidings of Don Diego, 
fhe concluded he was dead, and 
mourned with unabating forrow. In 
van I allured her that foon as my 
own affairs (hould be adjulted, I 
would exert my whole endeavours to 
find and fuccour him. She could 
not imagine that a man of his fpirit 
and difpolition would live fo long in 
obfeurity; and her affliction derived 
new force from the death of the con- 
ful's widow, with whom (he had 
lived in the molt unbounded intimacy 
and friendship. From that day her 
th evidently declined: fhe tore- 
fawher dillblution and comforted her- 
If with the hope of feeing her hui- 
hand and her friend, in a place wlu-ie 
no treachery i* felt, and no Ibrrow is 
known; confident of my integrity! 

the purity of my love, (he, in 
mo0 pathetick t< rmt, rccommend- 

ed Serafina to my CJU 
« Ha 1 wicpeit ihuii, fajr cxci llcncr, 
1 at the remembrance of that tri 
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4 fcene, when the good Antonia, on 
< the bed ut death, joined thy loft h id I 

' to mine, and faid, " Renaldo, I be- 
V qucath this orphan to your foyej it 
*• is a facrcd pledge, which, If you 

" cheiifh with due honour and regard, 
•' internal peace aiul h,appineis will 
'.' ever foajle within your bol'om ; but if 
14 you treat it with indifference, difho- 
" nour, or neglect, jutt Heaven will 
" punifh your breach of truft with 
*' everlaftin^ disappointments and dif- 
44 quiet." 

« Signior Don Diego, I fee you are 
4 moved, and therefore will not dwell 
' on fuch di&rcisfu] circumftanccs . 

* The excellent Antonia exchanged this 
« life for a more happy Itate ; and lb 

* cxquifite was the lorrow of the ten- 

* der-luarted Scidina, as to torture 
4 me with the appjjehenfton that (he 
4 would not long furvive her pious 

* mother. How I obeyed the injunc- 
' tions of that departing faint, M.ooj? 
' mia (for that name' ihe now ailumed) 
4 can teltify, until that artful ferpenf, 
' Fathom, glided into our mutual con- 
' rklenre, abut'ed our cars, poiloned 
' our unlufpecfing faith, and (effected 
•' that fatal breach, productive of all 
' the miieiy and vexation winch we 

I iye fuifered, an 1 which is now io 
' happily expelled.' 

f Heaven,' laid f.he CaftiJ.ian, ' hath 
' vifitcd me for the fins and errors of 

* my youth ; yet, fuch inercv hath 
' been minted with it's (.harlii.'emer.ls, 

* I dare not murmur or repine. The 
' tears of penitence and fprrow (hall 
' water my Antonia's grave; as for 

-. ■■■ndoza, F rejoice at his treachery, 
4 by which the obligation of my pro- 
4 mile, is cancelled, and my honour 
4 fully acquitted. He mall riot triumph 
4 ui his guilt: my fervices, my cha- 
f er, and innocence, ll'.a 1 ! foon con- 
■ fioat his perfidy, and, I hop?, defeat 

* his interel'c. The king is j.uft and 

.clous, nor is my family and name 



Ik-re the jew interpofing, prefented to 
hiua a letter rrom a perfon of confequence 
at Madrid, whom Jofluia had interelted 
iu the caufe of Don Diego; that noble- 
man had already found means to repre- 
sent the cafe of Zelos to his majelly, 
whfl had actually ordered Don Manuel 
to be ccr.iineJ, until the injured perfon. 
f . add appear to jultify himfelf, and 
cute his saccuief according to the 



terms of law : at the fame time Don 
DijfgP was fummoned to prefent him- 
felf bt fore the kingwilhin a limited time, 
to ani'werto the charge which Mendozu 
had brought againft him. 

The Spaniard's heart overflowed with 
gratitude and joy, when he read this in- 
timation ; he embraced the Jew; who, 
before Zelos could give utterance to his 
thoughts, told him that the Spanilham- 
bafladur at London, having been prt- 
poffefTed in hi?-favotir, craved the ho- 
nour of feeing Don Diego ; and that he, 
Jofluia, was ready to conduct them to 
the houfe . 

4 Then is my heart at reft !' cried the 
Carlilian; 'the houfe of Zelos once more 
4 (hall lift up it's head. I (hall again 
4 revifit my native country with ho- 
4 nour, and abafe the villain who hath 
4 foiled my fame ! — O my children ! this 
' day is replete with fuch joy and fatis- 
' Faction, as I did not think had been 
4 in the power of Heaven to grant, with- 
4 out the interpofition of a miracle 1 To 
4 you, Renaldo; to you, illuftriotis lady ; 
4 and to thefe worthy gentlemen, am 1 
4 indebted for the reftoration of that for 
4 which alone I wilh to live, and when 
4 my heart ceafes to retain the obliga- 
4 tion, may I forfeit the name of aCa- 
4 ildian, and fcorn and dilhonour be 
4 my portion !' 

Perhaps all Europe could not produce 
another company fo happy as that which 
now fat down to dinner in the houfe of 
Madam Clement, whole own benevo- 
lent heart was peculiarly adapted for 
fuch enjoyment. The lovers feaftcd their 
eyes more than their appetite, by a ten- 
der intercourfe of glances, which need- 
ed not the flow interpretation of fpeech; 
while the Spaniard regarded them al- 
ternately with looks of wonder and pa- 
ternal joy, and every individual fur- 
veyed the all-deferving pair with admi- 
ration and efteem. 

Serarina taking the advantage of this 
general fatisf action, when the heart, foft- 
ened into complacency, depoiits every 
violent thought : 4 I mult now,' faid flic, 
4 try my intereit with Renaldo : the 
4 good company fhall bear witnefs to 
4 my triumph or repulfe. I do not alk 
4 you to forgive, but to withold your 
4 vengeance from the wretched Fathom. 
4 His fraud, ingratitude, and villainy, 
4 are, I believe, unrivalled : yet his bale 
4 dcligns have been defeated ; and Hea- 
[ yen perhaps hath made him the invo- 

* luntary 
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c Iuntary inftrumcnt for bringing our 

* conltancy ami virtue to the telt. i 

* fides, his perfidy is already puniihed 
' with the laft degree of human misery 
' and di the doctor, who lias 
' traced him in all his conduct and 

* vicitfitudes or fortune, will draw a 
' picture of hi preterit wretchednefs, 
' winch, I doubt not, will move vour 
1 companion, as it luth already excited 

* mine.' The generous hottefs was ready 
tii enforce this charitable propofal, with 
all net* eloquence, when Melville, with 
a look that well expreiTed his magna- 
nimity of love, replied, ' Such a boon 

* becomes the gentle Serafina. O! every 
' moment fin ml!; s me with frefh matter 
' to admire the virtues of thy foul: if 
' thou, whole tender her.rt hath been lb 
' rent with mifery and anguifli, canft 

* intercede for thy tormentor, who now 
' fuffcrs in his turn, (hall I refiilf to 
' pardon the mi ferab lie wretch! no, let 
' me glory in in. am- 
' pie, and i o licit Don Diego in behalf 

* of the fame mifcreant, whole perfidious 
1 barbarity colt him fuch intolerable 
« woe.' — 'Enough,* cried the Caftilian, 

* I have difclaimed the vindictive prin- 
' ciples of a Spaniard ; and leave the 

* miferable objecl to the (ting of his own 

* confeience, which fuon or late, will 
' not fail to avenge the wrongs we have 
1 1 attained from his deceit.' 



CHAP. XXXI. 

THE HISTORY DRAWS NEAR A 
PERIOD. 

UNIVERSAL was the applaufe 
which they acquired by this noble 
facrifice of their refentment : the after- 
noon was fpent in the utmoft harmony 
and good humour; and, at the earnelt 
folicitation of Renaldo, whole fancy (tiJl 
harboured the apprehenfions of another 
ition, Don Diego contented that 
the indifibluble knot Ibould be tied be- 
tween that young gentleman and Sera- 
fina in two days j and the pi lim- 
ed for the ceremony, was the very church 
where they had been leitbred to the arms 
of each orj 

lovely bride, with a lilent blnfli 
that fet her lover's heart oil fi , 
niittcd to thi ; determination ; in confe- 
rjuence of which, Hie company wa 
/poke 'for 'that aufpicious hour, and the 



evening beinj I ir advan I, tl ■ 

took leave or ti, I ind retire'! to 

fheir refpective horn s ; Don i : I 

his future fbn-in-Iaw breirig recondi 
to their lodgings, in the coach of the 
Jew; who, taking an opportunity dl 

done v.-i ille, ob'fervftd that 

it would be neceflary on this occalion to 
fupply the Caftilian with a fum of mo- 
ney, m order to fupport his dignitj I 
independence, in turnifliing Serafina 
with every tiling Suitable to her rank and 
merit j and that lie would willingly 
commodate him, provided he knew how 
to propofe it Co as to give no ofFenc 
hi punctilious difpofition. 

Renaldo, thanking him for this ge- 
nerous anticipation, advifed himtofoli- 
cit the Spaniard's correfpjbndence in the 
way of bufinefs, and to put the whole 
on die footing of his own inter clt j by 
which means Don Diego's delicacy could 
fuftain no affront. Fraught with this 
infiruclibn, the Ifraelite defirfe'd a pri- 
vate audience ot the Caltili an ; in which, 
after an apology for the freedom of his 
demand, ' Sfgnjor Don Diego, 1 faid he, 
' as your fortune hath been lb long em- 
1 bezzled by your adverfary in Spain, 
' and your correlponder.ee with that 
' country entirely cut off", it is not to be 
' fuppofed that your finances areatpre- 
' fent in fuch a condition, as to main- 
' i in the rplendor of your family. 
' Count De Melville's whole fortune is 
' at your command ; and had not he 
' been at; aid of giving umbrage to the 

* peculiar delicacy of your fentimerits, 
' he would have preued you to ufe it 

* for your convenience. For my own 
1 part, ovei ind above the inclination I 
' have to ferve Don Diego, I corifull 
' my own private advantage in defiling 
' you to accept my fervice on this occa- 
' lion. Money is the chief commodity 
' in which I deal, and if you honour 
' m* with your commands , I Hull be 
' a gainer by my obedience.' 

Don Diego replied, with a (mile that 
denoted how well he undcrllood 
meaning of thisaddrefs, 'Surely, E - 
' nior, I am bound by the ftrbnge'it 

* ties, to exert my utmoft endeavouis 
' for VOUl and I pray < 

1 this your pi-, that ilitic: 

' I am well acquainted with the count's 

' generofit) and refined notions of ho- 

.i ; and : hiiti 

* already, 

. « his future atlift- 

DJ : 4 ai. 
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c ance : nevctthelefs, fmceyou have ccn- 

* tnvcd a fcheme tor removing all lcru- 

* pies of that fort, I mall execute 1t 
' with piealure ; and, in the form of 
' bulincfs, vou lhall have all the fecu- 
' ntv I can give tor what (hall be ne- 
4 ceffary to anfwer my prcient occa- 

* fions.' 

The preliminaries being thus fettled, 
Jolhua advanced for his uie a thoufand 
pounds, for which he would take nei- 
ther bond, note, nor receipt ; defiling 
only that the Caltilian would mark, it in 
his own pocket-book, thai the debt 
might appear, in cafe any accident fhould 
befal the borrower. Although the Spa- 
niard had been accuftomed to the un- 
common generality cf Melville, he could 
not help wondering at this nobh , 
of behaviour, Jo little to be expected 
from any merchant, much lefs horn a 
Jewiih broker. 

While this affair was on the anvil, 
Renaldo, who could no longer with- 
hold the communication of his happinefs 
from his filter and relations in Germa- 
ny, tool; up the pen ; and in a letter to 
his brother- in-lav, recounted all the 
circumrtances cf the furprizing turn of 
fate which he had experienced fince his 
arrival in England: he iikewife relal :ii 
the ftery cf Don Diego, informed ttfem 
of the flay appointed for his fiapri lis, 
and intieated the major to make a jour- 
ney to London with his wife ; or, ifih.it 
ihould be impracticable, to come as tar 
as Biufiels, where they (liould be met 
by him and his Serafina. There was 
now but one day between him and the 
:iccompIifhment of his dearelt with, and 
that was fpent in procuring alicenle, and 
adjulting the preparations for the grand 
ieitival. Don Diego in the forenoon vi- 
tited Madam Clement, to whom he re- 
peated his warm acknowledgments of her 
bounty and maternal affection to his 
daughter; and prefented to Serafina, bank 
notes to the amount of five hunched 
pounds, to defray the neciffhry expence 
of ner wedding ornaments. 

All the previous fteps being taken for 
the i'olemnization of this interelfing e- 
vent, and the hour of appointment ar- 
rived, the bridegroom, accompanied by 
I ■:■• 1. 1 ther- in-law, ha lien td to the place cf 
rendezious, which was the velhy-ioom 
' of the church we have already d'efttrbe'dj 
where they were received by the good 
clergyman in his canonicals ; and here 
they had r.ct waited many minutes, 



when they were joined by Madam CLe- 
men'ar.,1 tfhfe .unu.hle bride, Hbortefiby 
the friendly phyfician, who had all a- 
long bore Afch a (hare in their concerns. 
Serafina was dreffed in a fack of white 
fartin, and the ornaments of her head 
were adjuiled in the SpaVn'lh fa/iiion, 
which gave a peculiar air to her appear- 
ance, and an additional fp.irit to thole 
attractions which engaged the hen t of 
each beholder. There was nothing re- 
markable in the habit of Renaldo, who 
had copied the plainnefs and elegance 
of his miitrefs ; but when (lie entered 
the place, his features were animated 
with a double proportion of vivacity, 
and their eyes meeting, feeffied to kindle 
a blaze which difrhfed warrritti and joy 
through the cotlhfefrah fee's oi all pfefent. 
After a fhort paul'e, her father led her 
to the altar, and gave her away to the 
traaiiported Renaldo, before the prielt 
who performed the ceremony, and be- 
I . ! the nuptial benediction on this 
enraptured pair. The function of the 
clv.ircii being thus obtained, they v 
(ii--' into the vcitry, where Melville 
u his title on her rofy lips, and pre- 
liiv.d his wife to the company, who 
embraced her in their turns, with fer- 
vent willic; for ihcir rttrt&ial fiappftiefs; 
Though r'.ie fefcfte oi this ti'ahtaetiofi 
was riiihbte fi\.m any i. , . . nei /:- 
i>i"ir!u>o.|, the chinch $rdi ilincup.de J 
by a cio.vci of people; who, With un- 
common demon'.traisons ct iurpr.ze and 
ailmuation, pet.; dfteel Heaven to blefs 
(<j f.iir a couple. Such, indeed, was 
their eagernefs to fee them, that foitve 
lives w( re endangered by t!ie preiiure of 
tiie crowd, which attended them with 
I ;;.: reclamations to the coach ; after the 
bridegroom had deposited in the hands 
of ihe mimiter, one hundred pounds tor 
the benefit of the poor of lint parifh, 
and thrown fevera] handfuis of money 
among ihe multiui.de. Serafina renn- 
barked in Madam L'Ummt's conveni- 
ence, with that good lady and Don 
Diego; while Renaldo, w ith the ckigy- 
man and doctor, followed in Jofhua's 
coach, to a ptea'farit country houfe" upon 
the Thames, at the diltr.uce of a few 
miles from London : this the Jew had 
boi rowed from the owner for a few days, 
and theie they wue 1 tec ">at no- 

nielt llebiew, w!k Ind provie. :i a very 
elegant eiiuu.iir.ir.ent for the oecaiion ■> 
he had alio belpbke a fmall but excel- 
lent band of muiick, whicii regaled 

tnotr 
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their cars while they fat at dinner ; and 
the afternoon being caiiii and lcrenc, he 
prevailed on them to take the air on the 
riycr, in .1 barge wh.di be had prepared 
toi tlie purpolt. 

But, notwithltanding this diveifity of 
arnufemenr, Renaldo would have found 
it the longelt day he had ever palled, 
liad not his imagination been diverted 
by an incident which employed his at- 
tention during the remaining part of the 
evening. They had drank tea, and 
engaged in a party at whirl, when they 
were (unitized with a noife of conten- 
tion from a publick- houfe that fronted 
the windows of the apartment in which 
they fat. Alarmed at this uproar-, they 
forlbok their cards ; ami, throwing up 
the cafement, beheld a hearfe furround- 
ed by four men on horfeback, who had 
flopped the carriage, and violently pull- 
ed the driver from his (eat. This mi- 
common ai relt had engaged the cunolity 
of the publicans family, who flood at 
the door to obierve the conftquence ; 
when, all of a fudden, appeared a per- 
fon in canonicals, well mounted; who, 
riding up to thole who maltreated the 
driver, beftowed upon one of them Inch 
a blow with the but-end of his whip, 
as laid him fprawling on the ground j 
and, fpringing from his faddle upon the 
box, took the reins into his own hand, 
fweai ing with great vehemence, that he 
would murder every man who mould 
attemprtQ obllrucT: the hearl'e. 

The good prielt who had married Re- 
naldo, was not a little fcandalized at 
this ferocious behaviour in a clergyman, 
and could not help faying aloud, he 
was a difgrace to the cloth j when the 
lioifeman looking up to the window, 
replied, ' Sir, may 1 he d — n'd if any 
' man in England has a greater nlJKct 
« for the cloth titan I have; but, at pre- 
' lent, I am quite diltrachd.' bo fay- 
ing, he whipped up ihe hoil'es, and had 
actniliy diientantje 1 the hearl'e fiom 
tho'.c who lurroim-le 1 it : when he was 
fed by another troop, one of whom 
aliglited with great expedition, and cut 
.11 nets lb as that he could not pof- 
fibly pruceed. l'H.'ii.:, I.iml'elt thus 

n to bay, he leaped upon tiiegn 
and exercifed his weapon with Imi: a- 
Itrengthand agility, that : 
.. s mil, limits weie hit mot;onleis 

on til'' field, btfuic I: 

i meu by dun 
II 
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The mad parfon being thus taken 
prifoner, an elderly pcrfon of a veiy 
pfepoflemag appearance, went up to the 
hearl'e, and unbolting the door, a young 
lady fprungout, and fhrieking, ran di- 
reilly to the publick houfe, to the infi- 
nite adonifliment and affright of the 
whole family, who believed it was the 
i'pii it of thedeceafed perlbn, whole body 
lay in the carriage. Rcnaldo, who was 
with vhfficuhy retrained from intcrpo- 
Bng 111 behalf of the clergyman againlt 
fuch odds, no fooner perceived this ap- 
parition, than fuppofing her to be lb me 
diltrefled damfel, his Quixotifm awoke, 
he defcended in an inftant, and rufhed 
into the houfe, among thofe who pur- 
fued the fair phantom. Don Diego 
and the phyfician took the fame road, 
while the real clergyman and Jofhua 
tarried with the ladies, who were, by 
this time, very much interelied in the 
event. 

Melville found the young lady in the 
hands of the old gentleman, who had 
releafed her frdm the hearl'e, and who 
now bitterly upbraided her for her fol- 
ly and difobedience; while (lie pro- 
telted, with great vivacity, that what- 
ever me might luffer from his ieverity, 
file would never rubrhjt to the hateful 
match he had propofed, nor break, the 
promife me had already made to the 
gentleman who had now attempted to 
relcue her from the tyranny of a cruel 
father. This declaiation was followed 
by a plentiful ihower of tears, which 
the father could not behold with un- 
nioiilened eyes, although he reviled her 
with marks of uncommon diipleafuie j 
ami, turning to the count, ' I appeal to 

* you, Sir,' laid he, ' whether I have 

* not realbn to cuile the undutiful ob- 
f Ihnacy of that pert baggage, and re- 

* nounce her for ever as an iiiejrf to my 
1 blood. She has, for fume months, 
' been folicited in 111 miage by an ho- 
' nelt. citizen, a thirty thoul uid pound 
' man ; and, innead of lifkmng 10 fuch 

* an a Ivan) igeous j 1 Ibc htoh 

f bclto veil hei heait upon a \ 
' low not worth a giuar. — Ah, 
' ilt generate bufl'y ! tins comes of your 
' pLiys and romances.) ii iliy muihcr 
re hot 1 w. Him. 1 in nil-, a, •- ption- 

' able life and convi 1 lation, J fhouM 
« venly belr art no 1 bifd 1 1 

' mini- 1 tun away with a bfggM 1 for 
« fhan. 

4 1 t'lppoie/ replied Rcnaldo, « the 

1 pcrfon 
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* ptrfon to whom your daughter's af- 

* fcciion inclines, is that clergyman who 
' exerted himfelf fo manfully at the 
« door.'' — ' Clergyman!' cried the other, 
« adad ! he has more of the devil than 
' the church about him. A ruffian ! 

* he has, for aught I know, murdered 

* the worthy gentleman whom I intended 
' for my fpn-in-lawj and the rogue, 
' if I had not kept out of his way, 
' would, I fuppofe, have fervid me 

* with the fame fauxe. Mo! who have 
' been his mailer for many years, ar.d 

* had refolved to make a man of him. 

* Sir, lie was my own clerk; ami this is 
' the return I have met with from the 
« l'erpent which I cherifhed in my bo- 
« fom.' 

Here he was interrupted by the arrival 
of the citizen for whom he had expref- 
fed fuch concern : that gentleman had 
received a contufion upon one eye, by 
which the fight was altogether obltru£t- 
ed ; fo that he concluded he fhould 
never retrieve the ufe of .that organ, and 
with great clamour took all the Ipecla tors 
to vvitnefs the injury he had fullained ; 
he entered the room with manifeft per- 
turbation, demanded fatisfaction of the 
father, and peremptorily declared it 
fhould not be a toft eye to him, if there 
was law in England. This unfeafon- 
able demand, and the boitterous man- 
ner in which it was marie, did not at all 
fuit the prefect humour of the old gen- 
tleman, who told him peeviJhly he owed 
him no eye ; and bade him go and afk 
reparation of the perion who had done 
him wrong. 

The young lady matching this fa- 
vourable occafioh, earneftly in treated 
Melvilie and his company to intercede 
with her father in beh.r'.f of her lover; 
who, fiie affured them, was a young 
gentleman of a good family, and un- 
common merit; and, in compliance with 
her requeft, they invited him and his 
daughter to the houfe in which they 
lodged, where they would be difmcum- 
bered of the crowd which this dilpute 
had gathered together, and more at lei- 
i'ure to confult about the meafures ne- 
ceflary to he taken. The old gentleman 
thanked tne'iii for their courtefy, which 
he did not think proper to refute; and 
while he led, or rather hauled Made- 
moifelle over the way, underlie ajlipicj s 
of the Caftilian, Kenaldo J'ct the lover 
at liberty, made him a tender of his. 
good offices, and advifed him to wait 



at the publick-houfe for an happy ifTue 
of their negociation. 

The pfeudo-parfon was very much 
afficfed by this generous proffer, for 
which he made luitable acknowledg- 
ments, and protected before God, he 
would die a thoufand deaths, rather than 
part with his dear Charlotte. Her fa- 
ther no fooner entered the apartment, 
than he was known by Jofhua to be a 
coniiderahle trader in the city of Lon- 
don, and the merchant was glad to find 
himfelf among his acquaintance. He 
was fo full of the (lory which had 
brought him thither, that he had fcarce 
fat down, when he begin to complain 
of his hard fate, in having an only 
child, who was fo mean, (hibborn, and 
contumacious ; and every ientence was 
concluded with an apoti'rophe of re- 
proaches to the delinquent. 

The Jew having allowed him to ring 
out his alarm, condoled his misfortune, 
and gravely counselled the young lady 
to wean her affections from Inch an un- 
worthy objecl ; for he fuppofed her fa- 
vourite was a man of no principle, or 
liberal endowments, otherwife her fa- 
ther would not exclaim fo bitterly againft 
her conducl. Charlotte, who wanted 
neither beauty nor underftanding, af- 
fured him, that her lover's character 
was, in all reipecTs, unblemifhed; for 
the truth of which affertion (he appealed 
to her papa; who owned, with reluc- 
tance, that the young man was a gen- 
tleman by birth, that he had ferved him 
with remarkable diligence and integrity, 
and that his accomplifhments were far 
fuperior to his Ration in life. * But 
' then,' fain he, ' the fellow has not a 

milling of his own ; and would you 

have me give away my daughter to a 



beggar ?' 



Uod forbid !' cried the Jew, ' I 
' always underftood you poik-iicd an 
' ample fortune, and am forfy to find 
' it Qtherwife.' — ' Otherwife !' replietl 
the citizen, with fame aciimony, 'lake 
1 care what sou fiv, Sir; a merchant's 
' credit is not to be tampei el with." — 
' 1 beg your pardon,' anfwered the He- 
brew, < I concluded that your chcum- 
' (lances w.r ba .'. foecaufe^yon ohjecled 
' to the poverty oi the young man. after 
' you had owned lie was poflVffcd of 
' every other qualificaticn to make vour 
' daughter happy ; for it is not to be 
' imagined, that you would thwart her 
' inclinations, or feek to render an only 

« child. 
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* child miferable, on account of an ob- 
' itacle which you yourfelf could eafily 

* remove. Let us fuppofe you can afford 

4 to give with your d ughter ten thou- 
' tind pounds, which would enable 
' young man to. live with credit and 
' reputation, and engage advantageoufly 
1 in trade, for which you lay be it well 
1 qualified: the alternative then will 
' be, whether you would rather fee her 
« to the arms of a deferving youth, 
' whom (he loves, enjoying all the com- 
' ions of lite, with a moderate fortune, 
' which it will always lie in your own 

* power to improve; or tied for life to a 

.lie J man, whom fhedetefts, curling 
hard fate, and defpifing that fu- 

* perftaity of wealth, in ipite of which 
' (fee rinds herfclf (o truly wretched ?' 

The old gentleman fecmed to be ftait- 
led at this observation, which was re- 
inforced by Renaldo's faying, that he 
would, moreover, enjoy the unutterable 
me of giving happinefs to a worthy 
man, whole gratitude would co-operate 
with his love, in approving him (elf a 
dutiful foil, as well as an affectionate 
huiband. He then reprefented the fa- 
mily diiquiets, and dilinal tragedies, 
produced from fuch mercenary and com- 
pulsive matches; and, in conclufion, re- 
lated the ftory of Don Diego and his 
daughter; which, when the merchant 
heard, he darted up with marks of ter- 
ror in his countenance, and throwing up 
the cafement, called upon Valentine with 
great vociferation: this was the name 
o| his daughter's admirer ; who no 
iier heard the luminous, than he flew 
to the foot from whence it came, and 
merchant, without any farther pre- 
amble, feizing his hand, joined it with 
that of Charlotte, faying, with great 
trepidation, ' Here, take her, in the 
' i. cue of Cjod, and thank thishonour- 
' aide company for your good fortune. * 
1 lovers were tranfported with 
uifite joy at the hidden determina- 
tion in their favour. Valentine having 
kifljed the hand of his millrels, with all 
the eagtrnefs of rapture, aiul acknow- 
ledged the merchant's generality, paid 
his • to theiadies with a very po- 

lite addie!'-, and with demonrtrations of 
uncomm. ,i ... tituck and fenfibility, 
thanked the gentlemen, anJ the count 
in particular', lor their good offices, to 
which he ami!' fs he 

nowenjoved. Whlle-Serafin 
dam Clement carefled the amiable L 
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lottc, the red of the company congra- 
tulated her admirer upon his choice and 
fuccefsj though the clergyman could 
not h( ling him lor profan- 

ing th< . I habit. 

Valentine heartily alked pardon for 
h iving givi p fu< h cauleof offence ; and 
I he (hould be forgiven, as it was a 
h he thought abfolutely 
necell'uv for the execution of a l'chemc 
upon which his happinefs altogether 
depended. He then, at the rcqueit of 
Renaldo, unfolded the myftery of the 
hearfe, by giving them to underfiarui, 
that Charlotte's father having got ink- 
ling of their mutual pafTion, had dil- 
miffed liis clerk, and conveyed his 
daughter to a country-houfe in the neigh - 
bouihood of London, in order to cut 
off their correfpondence : notwithltand- 
ing thefe precautions, they had found 
means to communicate with each other 
by letters, which were managed by a 
third perfon ; and his rival being very, 
importunate in his folicitations, they 
h id conceited the expedient of the hearfe, 
which he provided and conducted 
through a road contiguous to the end 
of the merchant's garden, where Char- 
lotte being apprized of the dchgn, wail- 
ed for it's approach, and embarked in 
it without hesitation . Valentine thought 
himfelf fufficiently fcreened from dis- 
covery by his difguife; but he was un- 
fortunately met by a fervant of the fa- 
mily, who recollected his features, and 
immediately gave the alarm ; upon which 
the father and his friends took horle, 
and purfued them by two different roads, 
until they were overtaken at this place. 
He had fcarce riniflied this fhort re- 
lation, when bis rival bluntly entering 
the apartment, with an handkerchief 
tied round his eye, committed Valen- 
tine to the charge of a conlhble, who 
attended him by a warrant from a juf- 
ticeof the peace in that neighbourhood j 
and threatened to profecute the mer- 
chant on an action of damages for the 
lol's of an eve, which he (aid he had lui- 
tained in his lei vice. The company u, - 
deavoured to appeafe 1 1 n, by 

reprefenting, that his misfortune w ■ 
no other tli.m a common ii 

.-.as it Owing to malice aioiethouglu, 

but entirely to the precipitate paltionof 

an incenfed young man, who, by ihc 

bye, acted in his own At the 

r , 11 promil I > 

■ , 

w] 
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which the other demanded an obligation, 
importing, that he would, in ten days 
from the date, beftow upon him his 
daughter in marriage, with a portion of 
fifteen thoufand pounds; or, in cafe of 
failure, pay him double the film. 

The merchant, exafperated at this 
extravagant demand, told him flatly, he 
had already difpofed of his daughter to 
Valentine, who, he believed, was a much 
more deferving man ; and that he was 
ready to wait upon the magiltrate who 
had granted the warrant, in order to 
give bail for his future fon-in-law. 
This was a mortifying declaration to 
the plaintiff, though he condoled him- 
felf with the hope of being a gainer by 
the lols of his eye ; and now the pain was 
over, would have been very forry to find 
his light retrieved. The old gentleman, 
Jofhua, and Renaldo, accompanied the 
pnToner to the houfeof the juitice, where 
he was immediately admitted to bail : 
upon their return, Valentine miffed his 
drcl's, and they flipped together with 
great cordiality and mirth, maintained 
at the expence of the difcarded lover. 

After fupper, Don Diego walked a 
minuet with Madam Clement, for 
whom, by this time, he had contracted 
an extraordinary degree of affeclion. 
Valentine had the honour to dance with 
the incomparable Serafina, whole beau- 
ty and attractions dazzled the eyes of the 
new comers, and llruck her bafhfnl 
partner with awe and confufion; and 
Melville preferred his hand to the agree- 
able Charlotte, who performed fo much 
to the fatisfaclion of her father, that he 
could not help expreflir.g his joy and 
pride : heprailed God for throwing him 
in the way of our company, and engag- 
ed the clergyman to unite the young 
couple; after having appointed a day 
for the ceremony, and invited all prefent 
to the wedding. The evening having 
been infenliblv confumed in thefe avo- 
cations, and the night pretty far ad- 
vanced, the ladies withdrew without 
ceremony; and the retreat of Serafina 
filled Renaldo's breaft with tumult and 
emotion ; his blood began to flow in 
impetuous tides, his heart to beat with 
redoubled vigour and velocity, while his 
eyesfeemed to flaflt with more than hu- 
man fplendor ■. now his imagination be- 
gan to anticipate with the enthufiaftick 
rageof an infpired Sybil; lie was initan- 
taneoufly traniported from the convoca- 
tion, and every nave was braced to fuch 



a degree of impatience, that human na- 
ture could not long endure the tenfion. 

He, therefore, having withltood the 
impulfe about a quarter of an hour, at 
length gave way to his impetuolity ; and, 
fprihging from his friends, found him- 
felfin a dark pafiage, at the farther end 
of which he perceived Madam Clement 
coming out of a chamber with a light, 
which at light of him (he let down, and 
vaniflied in a moment. This was the 
(tar that pointed to his paradife; he 
hailed the fignal, entered the apartment; 
and, like a lion rumi.'igon his prey, ap- 
proached the nuptial-bed, where Sera- 
fina, furrounded by all the graces of 
beauty, lbftnefs, fentiment, and truth, 
lay trembling as a viclim at the altar, 
and ftrove to hide her blufhes from his 
view: the door was (hut, the light ex - 
tinguifhed ; he owned his lot was more 
than mortal man could claim. 

Here let me draw the decent veil, that 
ought to (hade the facred mylteries of 
Hymen. Away, unhallowed fcoffers,who 
profane with idle pleafantry, or immo- 
deft hint, thefe holy rites ; and leave 
thofe happy lovers to enjoy, in one an- 
other's arms, unutterable blifs, the well- 
earned palm of virtue and of conftancy, 
which had undergone the molt fevere 
refinement : a more deferving pair night's 
curtain fhrouds not in it's dark extent. 

The thoughts of Renaldo's felicjty 
threw a damp on the {pints' of Valen- 
tine, who faw the term of his probation 
protracled a few days longer, and could 
not help wifiiing in his heart that he 
had atchieved the adventure which would 
have abridged his expectation, though at 
the expence of the old gentleman's dif- 
pleafure. He filled a bumper to the 
health of the bride and bridegroom ; and, 
throwing up his eyes, with marks of 
admiration, exclaimed, * How happy is 
' the count ! Alas, five days longer 
' muft I rein my impatience!'' — ' It is 
' but reafonable, you rogue, that your 
' betters (houid have the ttarf of you,' 
faid the merchant, who did him juitice 
in the glafs, and counfelled him to 
drown his impatience with good claret. 
The youth followed his advice, and it 
was late before the company retired to 
relt. 

Thefe citizens, however, refolved to 
feizean opportunity of rallying the new- 
mat tied couple, according to cuftom; 
and with that view arofe early in the 
morning, on the fuppolition ©f finding 

them 
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them ftill aflecp ; but they were not a 
little furprized, when they entered the 
brcakiailmg room, to fie Renaldo and 
his am 1 (bit bedfeilow already drrfTcd, 
and waiting to do the honours of the 
houfe. The old gentleman would fain 
have cracked a joke upon their exnaor- 
din.iry dilpatch; but he was i'o much 
ov.i-awed by the dignity, and tuned by 
th-* iweetnefsof Serafina's carriage, that 
he dm It not give utterance to his con- 
ception ; and Valentine (food (ilent and 
abafhed, as in the prelence of a l'uperior 
being. After breakfalt, thele gentle- 
men and Charlotte again expreffed their 
fenle ot the obligations they owed to 
this happy family, repeated their invi- 
tation ; and, taking leave, returned to 
London in a coach that was provided 
overnight. 

Our friends being thus left to them- 
felves, Don Diego turning towards 
Melville, ' Now," laid he, * that I have 
' yielded to the impatience of your love, 
' as well as to the eagernefs of my own 

• deiire to make you happy, I muft beg 

• leave to interrupt, for a little while, 

• the ftream of your mutual pleafure, 

• and propofe a melancholy excurfion, 
' which, however, will not be whulJy 
' void of enjoyment. I have too long 
' delayed the performance of my duty 
' at Antonia's grave: let us fpend the 

• forenoon in that pious pilgrimage; I 

• will drop a few tears to the memory 
' of that excellent woman, and never 
' afterwards (hall my friends be troubled 

• with my grief." 

The propofal being universally ap- 
proved, they fet out for the place, which 
had oft been vilited by the gentle Seia- 
fina, who conduced her father to a black 
maible-ftone, which Renaldo hail or- 
dered to be laid over the grave; and, as 
he kneeled to kits the monument, he 
perceived this plain infeription in the 
Spanifh tongue. « Antonio. De Zclos 
' primer a en toJu lo que es fer bucno, y 
' fin fegundo en todo lo que Jut ftr defdi- 
< chado, quedad con dios V that is, 'An 

• tonia De Zelos, unmatched in virtu , 
' and unequalled in misfortunee, adit u ! ' 
— ' O faithful record !' cried the CalH- 
lian, firming his breaft, while his terns 
diftilled upon the maible ; « thy good - 
■ nels wa>> the gift of Heaven, but thy 

• misfortunes were derived from the 

• guilt of Don Diego; yet his farrow 

• fhall expiate his oflence, and his peni- 

• tencc find favour in the fight of Hea- 



• ven. Reft, reft, ill-fated virtue ! eter- 

• nal peace .'hall guard thy tomb, and 
' angels mmilter to thv utifpotted Ihadc; 
' nor (hall thine alhes lie in dark ob- 
' fcurity : here will I raife a monument 
' more Suited to thy excellence and 
' name.' Serafina melted with filial 
Undernefs, nor were the reft unmoved 
at this affecting fcene, which Don Diego 
did not quit without reluctance. 



CHAP. XXXIL 

THE LONGEST AND THE LAST. 

THE nature of this vifit had foften- 
ed every heart, and faddened eve- 
ry countenance; and they walked in fo- 
lemn lilence to the other fide of the 
church-yard, in order to regain their 
carriages; when, at the turning of the 
ftile, they faw a young woman, in 
wretched attire, running out of a poor 
habitation, wringing her hands in all 
the agony of defpair. Notwithftanding 
the diftraclion in her countenance, and 
the mcannefs of her apparel, fhe disco- 
vered a regularity of features, and a de- 
licacy of air, which did not at all cor- 
refpond with the mifery of her equipage. 
Tbefe exhibitions of extreme di ft re Ss 
loon attracted the notice and companion 
of our company; and Melville's beaute- 
ous help-mate, accofting this forlorn 
damfel with a pity-breathing afpect, 
alked the caufe of her diorder. 

4 Alas, dear lady !' cried the other, 
with all the emphafis of woe, « an un- 
1 happy gentleman now breathes his 
' laft, within this inhofpitable hovel, 
' amidftfuch exqefsof milery, as would 
« melt the mod flinty bofom : what, 
1 then, muft I feel, who am connected 
* with him by the (trongeft ties of love 
' and conjugal affection !' — ' Who is 
« the unfortunate object ?' faid the phy- 
sician. « He was once well known in 
« the gay world,' teplied the young wo- 
man: 'his name is Fathom.* Every 
individual of the company darted at 
mention of that detefted name. Sera- 
nna began to tremble with emotion.; 
and Renaldo, after a fliott pautr-, de- 
clared he would go in, not with 3 view 
to exult over hi; mifeiy, but in ord. 
r nteuiplate the eataft/ophe of fuc)i * 
wicked life, that the moral might be the 
more deeply I on his remem- 

brance. Toe young counttfi, whole 

tendei 
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tender heart could not bear the (hock of 
fucli a fpcclacle, retired to the coach 
with Madam Clement and the Jew, 
while Renaldo, accompanied by the red, 
entered a difrhal apartment, altogether 
void of furniture and convenience, 
where they beheld the wretched hero ot 
thefe Memoirs, ftretched almolf naked 
upon ilraw, inieivfible, convulfed, and 
feemingly in the grafp of death. He 
was wore to the bone either by famine 
or dillemper; his face was overfhadow- 
ed with hair and filth ; his eyes were 
funk, glazed, and diftorted ; his nof- 
trils dilated j his lips covered with a 
black (lough, and his complexion faded 
into a pale clay-colour, tending to a 
yellow hue ; in a word, the extremity 
of indigence, fqualor, and diilrels, could 
not be more feelingly reprefented. 

While Melville perufed this melan- 
choly lelfon, and groaning, cried, ' Be- 

* hold the fate of man!' he perceived a 
letter in the right hand of the unfortu- 
nate Fathom, which lay faft clinched 
acrofs his breath Curious to know the 
C&ntents of this paper, which the young 
woman find he had kept in that pofition 
for Teyeral days, he drew nearer the 
wretched couch, and was not a little 
(urprized to fee it addrsfied to the Right 
Honourable Renaldo Count De Mel- 
ville, to the care of Mr. Jofhua Ma- 
nafleh, merchant in London. When he 
attempted to difengage this billet from 
the author's hand, the forrowir.g female 
fell on her knees, entreating him to de- 
fift, and telling him, (he had promifed, 
upon oath, to communicate the contents 
to no perfon upon earth, but to carry 
the letter, upon her hulband's deceafe, 
to the gentleman to whole care it was 
directed. 

Renaldo aflured her, upon his ho- 
nour, that he was the very Renaldo 
Count De Melville for whom it was in- 
tended; and the young creature was fo 
much confounded at this information, 
that before (he could recollecl herfelf, 
Melville had opened the billet and read 
thefe words. 

•* TF this paper (hould fall into the 
' hands of the noble Renahlo. he 

* will underftand that Fatfibm v vas the 
' morl execrable traitor that 6$er impof- 

* edupon unfufpefting benevolence, or 
' attempted to betray a generousbenefac- 
f tor. His whole life was a leries of 

* fraud, perfidy, and the Aioft abomi- 



* nable ingratitude: but,ofall the crime* 
' that lay heavy upon his foul, his be- 

* iiig acceflai y to the death of the in- 
' comparable Serafina, whole father ha 
' had alfo robbed, was that for which 
' he defpaired of Heaven's forgiventfs, 
' notwithstanding the dreadful com. 
' punction and remorfe which have long 
' preyed upon his heart, together with 
' the incredible mifery and deplorable 

* death which by this time he hath un- 

* dergone. Though thefe fufferings avd 
' forrows cannot atone for hisenoimous 
' guilt, perhaps they will excite the 
' companion of the humane Count De, 
' Melville; at lead, this confefiion, 
' which my confidence dictates under all 
4 the terrors of death and futurity, may 
' be a warning for him to avoid hence- 

* forth a finding villain, like the exe- 

* crable Fathom, upon whofe miferable 
' foul Almighty God have meicy!' 

Renaldo was deeply affected with the 
contents of this fcroll, which denoted 
fuch horror and defpair. He law there 
could be no difiimulation or finifter de- 
fign in this profeflion of penitence : he 
beheld the condition of the writer, which 
put all his humane paiTions in commo- 
tion ; fo that he remembered nothing of 
Fathom but his prefent diftrefs. He 
could fcarce contain thole indications 
which might have been juirly deemed the 
effect of weakriefs and infirmity ; ;ind 
having defired the phyfician and clergy- 
man to contribute their afliftance for the 
benefit of that wretch's foul and body, 
he ran to the coach and communicated 
the letter to the ladies ; at the fame time 
drawing a oicture of the object he had 
feen, Which brought tears into the eyes 
of the gentle Serafina; who earnehMy 
intreatecl her lord to ufe his endeavours 
for the relief and recovery of the unhap- 
py man, that he might, if poflible, live 
to enjoy the benefit of mature repentance, 
and not die in that dreadful defpair 
which he manifefted in the letter. 

Renaldo returning to the houfe. found 
the pious clergyman leading pr j j\is 
with great fervency; while Don Diego 
(food wit a his right-hand upon his bi cad, 
looking Itedfaltly upon the agonizing 
Fathom, and the young woman kneeled 
with her ftreaniiifg eyes lifted up to 
Heaven, in an extafy of grief and devo- 
tion : the phyiician had run to an apo- 
thecary's (hop in the neighbourhood, 
from whence he foon returned with an 

afliftant, 
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affillant, who applied a large blilier to 
the back of the itH titrable patient, v.imr 
tbe female, by the di etui's direction, 
moiflenvd his mouth with a cuidial which 
he had pieicribed. 

Thcfe charitable ftcps being taken, 
Count De Melville intreated the apotlje- 
cury's leivant to procure a tent -bid tor 
the accommodation or the fick perJun, 
with all nuat,in:ib'e dil'patch ; and, in 
lefs than an hour, one was actually 
pitched, and Fathom lifted into it, after 
he had been (Jutted, and in fbme meafure 
purified iiom the dregs of his indigence. 
During this tranfa&ion, the ladies were 
conducted to a tavern not far off, where 
dinr.tr was befpoke, that they might be 
at hand to fee the effect of their chaiity ; 
which was not confined to what we have 
already delcribed, but extended ib far, 
that in a little time the apartment was 
comfortably furr.iflied, and the young 
mature p'ovided with change of appa- 
rel, and money to procure the necellanes 
of fubliltcnce. 

Nothwithlianding all th p it care, the 
wretched Fathom Hill remained infenii- 
ble, and the dottor pronoun red a «efy 
unfavourable prognoltick, while he or- 
dered a pair pf additional veilcatories to 
be laid upon his arms, and other proper 
medicines to be adminiftered. After 
dinner, the ladies ventured to vifit the 
place; and when Serafina crofied the 
threshold, the weeping female fell at her 
feet, and killing her robe, exclaimed, 
4 Sure yon are an angel from Heaven !' 

The alteration in her drel's had made 
a very agreeable change in her appear- 
ance, lb that the countefs could now 
look u|>oii her without (huddenng at her 
diftrefs : and, as Fathom was not in a 
condition to be dillurbcd, (he took this 
opportunity of inquiring by what Heps 
that unfoitiinate wretch v/as conveyed 
from the piilon, in which me knew he 
had been confined, to the place where 
he now lay in Inch extremity ; and by 
what occnncnce.he had found a wife in 
fuel) an abyis of misfortune. Here the 
other's tean began to flow afrclh. ' I 
' am afliamed,' laid (he, ' to reveal my 

* own toby j yet I dare not icfiife a i.i- 

* tisfacliun ot this kind to a perlon who 

* has laid me under fuch fignal obliga- 
4 lions.' 

She then proceeded to relate. her Itory, 
by which it appeared, (he was no Other 
than the f.urand ur.\\?\ ; v Llmor, whom 
the aitful Fathom had debauched "upon 



hi* fit It anival in town, in the manner 
already delcribed in thclc Memoirs. 
Heaven,' continued (lie, * wis pleafed 
to reliore the ute of my reafon which 
I ha.l lult, when I found myfelf a» 
banooned by the count ; but, all my 
connection with my own family be- 
ing entirely cut off, and evei v »|oor 
(hut againlt a poor creature who could 
procure no recommendation, except 
the certificate ligned by the plsvikian 
of Bedlam, which, initead of intro- 
troducing me to Icrvice, was an un- 
furmountable objection to my charac- 
ter; I found mylelf deftitute of all 
means of fubliliing, unlefs I would 
condefcend to live the infamous and 
wretched life of a courtezan j an ex- 
pedient rendered palatable by tbe ter- 
rors of want co-operating with the re- 
flection of the irretrievable lots I had 
already i'ultained. I alk pardon for 
offending your clvafte ears with this 
impure confeflion of my guilt, which, 
Heaven knows! J then did, and now 
do, look upon with abhorrence and 
detelfation. I had already forfeited 
my innocence, and wanted refutation 
to encounter mifery and death. Ne- 
venheki's, before I could determine 
to embrace the condition of a prosti- 
tute, I was one day accolted in the 
Park by an elderly gentleman, who 
fat down by me upon a bench, and 
taking notice of the defpondetice which 
was evident in my countenance, preff- 
ed me to make him acquaiiucd with 
the nature of iny misfortune. So 
much fympathy and good l'uife ap- 
peared in his deportment and convrr- 
fation, that I gratified h'S lequeit; 
and he, in return for my confidence, 
laved me from the moft horrible part 
of my prqfpeci, by taking me irto 
his protection, and refuvn.g me tor 
his own appetite. In this fituation I 
lived a whole year, until I wa^ (jc, 
prived of my keeper by an apopleiticlc 
fit, and turned out of doois by big 
relations; who did not, however, itjip 
me of the cloaths and moveables which 
I owed to his bounty. Far ti 0111 be- 
ing as yet reconciled to a vicious life, 
I rclblved to 1 enounce the ruths -o/ 
ihaine; and conveiting my clients into 
ready money, hired a linall Ibop, ;»nd 
fuiinflied 11 with habeidafliiy ware, 
intending to earn an hum-It livelihood 
by the Idle of ihe/e commodities, to- 
gether with the plam-woik in wtaul 
K(a • li. 
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* hoped to be employed fo foon as my 
talents fliould be known. But this 
fcheme did not anfwer my expedi- 
tion. The goods fpoiled upon my 
hands; and, as I was a firanger in the 
neighbourhood, nobody would in- 
trult me with any other bnfmefs : fo 
that, notwithstanding the nioft paril- 
monious ceconomy, I ran in debt to 
my landlord, who i'eized my effects ; 
and an holier, from whom I had re- 
ceived fome parcels upon credit, took 
out a writ againlt me ; by virtue of 
which, I was arretted and imptifoned 
in the Mar/halfea, where I found my 
firtt feducer. Good Heaven ! what 
did I feel at this unexpected meeting, 
overwhelmed as I was before with my 
own diftrefs ! I, with a loud Icream, 
fainted away; and, when I recovered, 
found myl'elf in the arms of Mr. Fa- 
thom, who wept over me with great 
affliction. All his prolpecls of gaiety 
had now vanifhed, and his heart was 
foftened by his own misfortunes, to 
a feeling of another's woe, as well as 
to a due fenfe of his own guilt. He 
exprefled the deepeff forrow for hav- 
ing been theoccafion of my ruin, en- 
deavoured to comfort me with pro- 
mife of affittance ; and, indeed, by 
praftifmg medicine among the piifou- 
ers, made fhift to keep us both from 
ftarving. But, lurely, no finner un- 
derwent fuch fevere remorfe as that 
which he flittered during his impii- 
fonment. From the day of our meet- 
ing, I never once faw him fmile ; a 
melancholy cloud continually over- 
hung his countenance. He numbered 
the minutes by his groans ; he uied 
to ftart with horror from his fleep; 
and, ftriking his brealr, would ex- 
claim, "O Elinor! I am the worft 
of villains V Sometimes he feemed 
difordered in his brain, and raved 
about Renaldo and Monimia: in a 
word, his mind was in a dreadful 
fituation ; and all bis agonies were 
communicated to me, whom by this 
time he had married, in order to make 
fome atonement for my wrongs. 
Wretched as he then was, I remem- 
bered the accomplished youth who had 
captivated my virgin heart ; the old 
imprefllons ttill remained ; I law his 
penitence, pitied his misfortune; and, 
his wife being dead, confented to join 
his fate, the ceremony having been 
performed by a fellow prilbner, who 



* was in orders. Though his hard- 
' hearted creditor had no other chance of 
' being payed, than that of fetting him 
' at liberty, he lent a deaf ear to all our 

* Supplications; and this cruelty con- 
' (piling with the anguifh of my hnif- 
' band's own reflection, affected his 

* health and fpiritstofuch a degree, that 
' he could no longer earn the mifefable 
' pittance which had hitherto fuppofted 
' our lives. Then our calamities began 

* to multiply. Indigence and famine 
' (tared us in the face; and it was with 
' the utmolt difficulty that we refitted 

* their attacks, by felling or pledging 

* our wearing-apparel, until we were left 

* almoft quite naked, when we found 
' ourl'elves difcharged by an aft patted 

* for the relief of infolvent debtors. 
' This charitable law, which was in- 
' tended for a confohtion to the wretch- 
' ed, proved to us the molt (evere dif- 
' after : for we were turned out into 
' the Itreets, utterly dettitute of food, 
' raiment and lodging; at a time when 

* Mr. Fathom was lb weakened by his 

* diltemper, that he could not ttand a- 
1 lone. I fupported him from door to 
' door, imploring the companion of 

* charitable Chriltiaiis ; and was at 
' length permitted to fhelter him in this 

* miferable place, where his diiealegain- 
' ing ground, he lay three days in that 
' deplorable condition, from which he 

* hath nowbeen refcued (though, I fear 

* too, late) by your humanity and be- 
' nevolence.' 

She (bed a flood of tears at the con- 
clufion of this mournful tale, which did 
not fail to affeft the whole audience; 
efpecially Serafina, who aflured her, 
that whatever mould happen to her huf- 
band, flie might depend upon finding 
favour and protection, provided her con- 
duct (hould correfpond with her pro- 
' feflions. While this grateful crea- 
ture kitted the hand of her kind bene- 
faftrefs, Fathom uttered a groan, be- 
gan to ftir in the bed, and with a lan- 
guid voice called upon Elinor 5 who in- 
Itantly withdrawing the curtain, pre- 
lented the whole company to his view. 
He had now retrieved the ufe of his 
perception, by the operation ot the blif« 
ters, which began to torture him fevere- 
ly; he looked around him with amaze- 
ment and affright; and, diltinguifhing 
the three perfons againlt whom the chief 
arrows of his fraud and treachery had 
been levelled, he concluded-that he was 

now 
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Dow arrived at the land of departed fouls, 
r>nd that the fh.ides of thuje whom he 
had fo grievouily injured, were come 
to fee him tormented according to his 
dements. 

Fraught with this notion, which was 
confirmed by the bodil) pain which he 
i«it, and the appearance of the clergy- 
man and Jolhua, whom he miliook for 
the minilters of vengeance, he cried in 
a tone replete with horror, • Is there 
no mercy, then, for penitence ! is there 
no pity due to the mifcries I luftered 
upon earth ! Save me, O bountiful 
Heaven! from the terrors of everlaft- 
ing woe; hide me from thefe dread- 
ful executioners, whofe looks arc tor- 
ture!— Forgive me, generousCaltilian ! 
— ORcnaluo! thou hadltoncea tender 
heart !— I dare not lift my eyes to Se- 
rafina! that pattern of human excel- 
lence, who fell 3 victim to my atro- 
cious guilt; yet her alpect is all mild- 
nefs and compaflion '—Ha ! are not 
thefe the drops of pity ! Yes, they 
are tears of mercy : they fall like re- 
frefhing fhowers upon my drooping 
foul I Ah, murdered innocence ! wilt 
thou not intercede for thy betrayer at 
the Throne of Grace P 
Here he was interrupted by Melville, 
who, with a grave ami lolemn air, pro- 
nounced, ' Great hath been thy guilt, 
unhappy Ferdinand, and great have 
been thy lufFeiings. Yet, we come 
not to infult, but to alleviate thy dif- 
trefs. Providence hath kindly de- 
feated thy dire intentions ; which we 
therefore now forgive, and tranlinit to 
oblivion, whether it be thy lot to yield 
up thy Ipirit immediately, or to fur- 
vive the dangerous malady with which 
thou art at prefent overwhelmed. Suf- 
fer not thylelf to defpair, for the 
mercy of Heaven is infinite ; and i'ub- 
niit to the directions ot tins worthy 
gentleman, who will employ his fkill 
toi thy tecovery, while we /hall take 
care to fumilh thee with necefTary at- 
tendance. As too much Jpeaking may 
be prejudicial to thy health, 1 dif- 
penle with a reply, and exhort thee to 
compol'e thylelf to relt.' So laying, 
he ditw the curtain, and the company 
retired, leaving Fathom intranced with 
wonder. 

The next flep which Renaldo took 
for the benefit ot this winched peni- 
tent, was to fend for the apothecary, 
with whom he left a fum ot anonej tu 
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be expended for the convenience of Fa* 
thorn and his wife; then he laid injunc- 
tions upon the phylkian to repeat his 
vilits ; and that gentleman, together 
wnli the clergyman and Jolhua, taking 
leave of the others till next day, the 
count lit out with the ladies and his 
father-in-law, to the houfe where they 
had lodged the preceding night. 

The reader may well imagine the 
converfation of the evening turned whol- 
ly upon the itrange occurrence of the 
day, which feemed to have been con- 
certed by fupernatural prefcience, in or- 
der to fatisfy the vengeance, and afford 
matter of triumph, to the generofity of 
thole who had been fo grievoufly injured 
by the guilty Fathom. Though not 
one of them would fay that fuch a mil- 
creant ought to live; yet all concurred 
in approving the offices of humanity 
which had been performed, and even 
endeavoured to find fpecious pretexts 
for vindicating their compaflion. Don 
Diego laid it would ill become a tranf- 
grelibr like him, to withold his for- 
givenefs from a finner who had wronged 
him. Madam Clement appealed to the 
approbation of Heaven, which had un- 
doubtedly directed them that way, for 
the purpoic they had fulfilled. Sera- 
fina obierved, that the crimes of the 
delinquent were obliterated hy his for- 
row, mifery, and repentance. Renaldo 
honeltly owned that, exclufive of other 
real'ons, he could not deny himfelf the 
luxurious enjoyment of communicating 
happinefsto his fellow -creatures in dil- 
tiei's: and each fervently prayed that 
their charity might not be difappointed 
by the death of the objejf. 

While they am u led themielves in thefe 
difcuflions, Fathom, after having lain 
Ibme hours filent, in conlequence of Rc- 
naldo's advice, could no longer' fupprefs 
the aitonifhment of his mind; but, ad- 
ducing himfelf to his wife, ' O Eli- 
nor!" laid he, • my delirium is now 
pall : though I dill remember the 
phantafies of my dutenipered brain ; 
among other reveries, my imagination 
was regaled with a vilion fo pel teel 
and diitinct, as to emulate truth and 
reality. Methought Count De Mel- 
ville, Don Diego De Zelos, and the 
divine Seiatina, the very perfons who 
are now crying betoie the Tluone of 
Heaven for vengeance againft the guil- 
ty Fathom, llood by my bedfide, with 
looks of pity and forgivcncl's ; and 

« that 
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that Renaldo fpoke peace to my de- 
fpairingfoul. I lieard the words dif- 
tinftly : I retain them in my memory. 
I faw the tears trickle from Seralina's 
eyes; I heard her father utter a compaf- 
fionatc fig'h; and ihould actually believe 
that they were perfonally prefent, had 
not I Ions 



ago feen with 



my own 



eyes, the funeral procefiioil of that 
young lady whofe wrongs God par- 
don ! and were I not convinced that 
fuch a meeting could not be effected 
without the immediate and miraculous 
interpofition of Heaven. Yet ev<-ry 
thing I now fee, correfponds with the 
words of Renaldo, which Hill found 
in my ears. When my perception 
forfook me, I lay in the molt abject. 
miiery, among ftraw 5 and thou, poor 
injured innocence, waft naked and 
forlorn. Now, I find myfelf repofed 
in a warm, eafy, comfot table bed: I 
fee around me the marks of human 
charity and care; and the favourable 
change in thy appearance, glads my 
poor dejected heart. Say, whence 
this happy alteration ? Do I really 
awake from that dream of mifery in 
which we have continued fo long? or 
do I ftill utter the extravagant ravings 
of a diftempered brain ?' 
Elinor was afraid of imparting at 
once all the particulars of the happy 
change he had undergone, left they 
might leave a dangerous impreMion upon 
his fancy, which was nut yet duly com- 
pofed : (he contented herfclf, therefore, 
with telling him that he had been oblig- 
ed to the humanity of a gentleman and 
lady, who chanced to pais that way by 
accident, and who, understanding his 
deplorable cafe, had furnifhed him with 
the conveniencies which he now enjoyed: 
fhe then prefented to him, what the doc- 
tor had directed her to adminifttr; and, 
admonifhing him to commit his head 
to the pillow, he was favoured with a 
breathing fweat, fell faft afleep, and in 
a few hours waked again altogether cool 
and undifturbed. 

It was upon this occafion that his wife 
explained the circumftancesof that vifit 
which had redeemed him from extre- 
mity of wretchednefs and the jaws of 
death ; upon which he ftarted up, and 
throwing himfelf upon his knees, ex- 
claimed, ' all-gracious Power ! this was 
4 the work of thy own bounteous hand ; 
« the voice of my forrow and repen- 
* tance hath been heard., Thou haft 



I infpired my benefactors with more 
' than mortal goodnefs, in my behalf; 

* how ih3ll I praj/e thy name! hov\r 
' flidl I requite their geneiofity! Ol 
' am bankiupt to both ! yet, let me not 
t pniih until I fhall have convinced 
' them of my reformation, and feen 

* them enjoying that felicity which 
' ought to be relet ved for fuch confum- 
' mate virtue.' 

Ntxt day in the forenoon he was vi- 
ftted by the phyiician, whom he now 
recollected to have feen at the houfe of 
Madam Clement; and, after having 
thanked that gentleman for his huma- 
nity and care, lie earncftiy begged to 
know by what means Serafina had been 
preferveJ. When he was fatisfied in 
this particular, and given to understand 
that ihe was now happy in the arms of 
Renaldo, ' BlellVd be God!' he cried, 
' for having defeated the villainy of him 
' who fought to part iuch lovers. Dear 
' Sir, will you add one circumftance to 

* your charity, and bear to that happy 
' couple, and the noble Don Diego, the 

* relpe&s and tiie remorfc of a fir-cere 
' penitent, whom their compafiion hath 
' railed to life. I have been fuch a 
' traitor to them, that my words deferve 
' no regard. I will nut therefore ufe 
' profefiions. I dare not hope to be 
' admitted into their prefence. I am, 

* indeed, afhamed to fee the light of 
' the fun ; how then could I bear the 

* looks of that injured family! Ah, no ! 
{ let me hide myfeif in fome obfeure re- 
' treat, where I may work out my fai- 
' vation with fear and trembling, and 
' ])i»y incelfantlv to Heaven for their 
' profperity. ' 

The phylkian promifed to reprefent 
his contrition to the count and his lady; 
am) accordingly proceeded to their ha- 
bitaiion, where he repeated thele ex- 
prefiions, and pronounced his patient 
out of danger ; fo that their thoughts 
were now employed in concerting a 
fcheme for his future fuhfiftence, that 
he might net be expofed by indigence 
to a relapfe in point of morals. Renaldo 
being ftill averfe to any perianal inter- 
com fe with fuch a wretch, until he 
fhculd give fome undoubted proofs of 
amendment, and as yet afraid of in- 
trufting him with any office that re- 
quired integrity, refolved, with theap* 
probation of all prefent, to fettle him 
in a cheap country in the north of Eng- 
land, where he and his wife could live- 
comfortably 
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eomfortably on an annuity of lixty 
pounds, until his hehavioui fliould en- 
title hun to a Kettei ftrcWrnon. 

Thi* refohation wis juft nken, when 
Joflwa arrived, with a gentleman whom 
he introduced to Don Diego as the fe- 
cretary of the S:><ni(h amb illador. Af- 
ter the tir.t compliments, this Itranger 
toll tlie C Vlili-m, t!iat he waited upon 
htm at thedefue of Ins excellency, who 
won id have come in perform had he not 
been confined by tlie gout ; then he put 
into his hand a letter froth the court of 
Madrid, written by a nobleman of 
Diegj's acquaintance, who informed 
hiin that Don Manuel De Mendoza 
ht-ving made away with himfelf by poi- 
fon, in order to avoid the difgrace of a 
i ! conviction, his cathoiick nvjjefty 
was new convinced of Don Diego s in- 
nocera;, an! granted hitn leave to re- 
turn and taiie poffeflion of his honours 
andeftate. This information was con- 
firmed by the fecretary, who allured him 
that the ambulTador hat! orders to make 
him acquainted with this favourable de- 
cifion of the king. The Caltilian hav- 
ing firlt acquitted himlelf in the molt 
polite terms to the fecretary and the Jew, 
who, he faid, had always been a mef- 
fenger of glad tidings, communicated 
his happincls to the company ; 3nd this 
evening concluded the third day of their 
rejoicing. 

Next morning, Don Diego went to 
vifit the ambaflador, accompanied by 
Jolhua and the fecretary ; while the 
phylician, repairing to the habitation of 
Fathom, fignificd, by Renaldo's di- 
rection, the lefolution which had been 
taken in his behalf; and the patient no 
fooner heard his doom, than lifting up 
his hands, he cried, ' I am unworthy 

* of luch tcndernels and benevolence !' 
while Flinor (bed a flood of tears in 
filence, unable to give utterance to her 
grateful thought. Melville's bounty 
having lb far tranicended her molt lan- 
guint hope. 

The Spaniard having paid his devoirs 
to his excellency, leturucd before din- 
ner j and, in the afternoon, defim 
private conference with Serafina, they 
retired into another apartment, and he 
exprefied himlelf to thte'etfWt. ' You 
4 have contracted, my dear child, ah 

* habit of culling Madam Clement youi 
4 mother; and, (fotibtlefs, by hei ma- 
' ternal tcndernels and regard, Die Itafh 
' acquired a jutl title to the apellate. ; 



* yet, I own, I would Fain ftrengthen it 
' b< a legal claim. I no foonei rettitv- 

* ed my daughter, than I gave ht r away 
' to the molt deleaving youth that ever 

* fighe'd with love. I rejoice in the gilt 

* which fecuredyourhappinefsjbut I left 
4 mylelf in a Iblitaryfituation, which even 

* the return of my good fortune cannot 
4 render eafy and (upportable. When 

* I revilit the caftleot Zelos, every well- 

* known objeft will recal the memory 
4 of my Antonia, and I (hall \yant a 
4 companion to fill her place, and to 
' fympathize with me in that forrow 
4 which will be derived from my re- 
4 membrance. Who is there fo worthy 
4 to lucceed your mother in the aifec- 

* tion of Don Diego, as (he whointc- 
' refts her low for Serafina, and re- 
4 fembles her lb Itrongly in every virtue 
' of the lex? limilar attractions will 
4 produce fimilar effects. My heart i» 

* already attached to that good lady; 
4 and, provided Serafina (hall approve 
4 of my choice, I will lay mylelf and 
4 fortune at her feet.' 

The fair countefs replied with an en- 
chanting l'mile, that before this decla- 
ration, fhe had with pieafure perceived 
the progrels which Madam Clement 
had made in his heart; and that (he did 
not believe there was a tiWfo"h upon 
earth better qualified to repair the lots 
he had iultair.ed ; though Ihe foielaw 
one obltacle to his happinefs, which (he 
was afraid would not be eafdy lur- 
monnted. < You mean,' anfwered the 
Caltilian, ' the difference of religion. 

* which I am relblved to remove by 
' adopting the proteftant faith ; though 

* 1 am fully finished that real good 

* is of no particular perlualion, and 
4 that falvation cannot depend upon 

* belief, over which the will has no iri- 

* fluence. I invelt you theiefore with 
' the charge of declaring my p diion and 

* piopoial, and impower you to latisfv 
' li r feruples with regard to the leh- 
4 gion winch I now piofefs; and whicu 
4 I (hall not openly lelinquilh, unrii I 
' (hall have lecured, in this comRry, 
4 effects lutfitient to fcreen me from 

* ill conlequences of my king's .1- 
4 pieafure.' 

Sefafina undertttok this office with 
pieafure, becaule (he had leafon to thtrtk 
hisaddrelles would nut be difagrei 
to Madam Clement ; and that feme 

ni^ht made the count .acquainted wr.h 
tht nature of. he; counnillion. Not v .s 

bej 
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her expectation difappointed; the French 
lady, with that franknefs which is pe- 
culiar to virtue and good breeding, con- 
ferred that Don Diego was not indiffe- 
rent to her choice, and did not hditate 
in receiving him upon the tooting of a 
lover. As we have already dwelt cir- 
cumftantially on the pafTion of love, fo 
as perhaps even to have tired our readers, 
we (hall not repeat the dialogue that 
paffed, when the Spaniard was indulged 
with an opportunity to explain his fen- 
timents. Suffice it to oblerve, that the 
lady's days of coquetry were now over, 
and that (he was too wife to trifle with 
the time which every moment became 
more and more precious. It was agreed, 
then, that Don Diego mould fettle his 
affairs in Spain, and return to Eng- 
land, in order to efpoufe Madam Cle- 
ment, with a yiew to fix his residence 
in this iiland; where Renaldo likewife 
propofed to enjoy the fweets of his for- 
tune, provided he could draw hither his 
rntenefts and connections. 

Meanwhile, having for fome days 
enjoyed his blifs with all the fulnefs of 
rapture, amidll this fmall but agreeable 
jociety, he fluffed the fcene, and con- 
dueled his dear partner to a ready fur- 
nifhed houfe in town ; which, together 
with an occafional equipage, his friend 
Jofhua had hired for the accommoda- 
tion of him and his father-in-law; who, 
during his flay in England, failed not 
to cultivate the mifhels of his heart, 
with the moft punctual afliduity. Hi- 
therto Serafina had been as a precious 
jewel locked up in a cafket, which the 
owner alone has an opportunity to con- 
template ; but now the count, who was 
proud of fuch a prize, rtfolved to let 
her fliine forth to the admiration of the 
whole world. With this view, he be- 
fpoke fuch ornaments as befitted her 
quality 5 and while the mantua-makers 
were employed in her fervice, made a 
tour among his former acquaintance, 
and difcharged the obligations under 
which he lay to fome who had afliited 
him in his diftrefs. He did not, how- 
ever, introduce them to his charming 
Serafina ; becaufe not one of them had 
formerly treated her with that delicacy 
of regard which he thought her due; 
and fome of them were much mortified 
at their neglect, when they law what a 
dazzling figure fhe made in the beau 
rnonde. 

She was viiited by the Spanifh and 



Imperial ambaffadors, and divers other 
foreigners of dittinction, to whom Mel- 
ville had letters of recommendation ; 
but her firft publick appearance was in 
a box at the opera, accompanied by 
Madam Clement, the count, and Don 
Diego: the entertainment was already 
began ; fo that her entrance had the 
greater effect, upon the audience, whofe 
attention was loon detached from the 
performance, and rivetted upon this 
amiable apparition, which feemed to be 
fome bright being of another world, 
dropped from the clouds among them. 
Then did the fpirit of curiolity play 
it's part j a thouland whilpers circu- 
lated : as many glaffes were exalted to 
reconnoitre this box of foreigners ; for 
fuch they concluded them to be from 
their appearance. Every malt fpectator 
acknowledged Serafina to be the para- 
gon ot beauty; and every female con - 
felled, that Melville was the model of 
a fine gentleman. The charms of the 
young countel's did not efcape the eye 
and approbation of royalty itlelf ; and 
when her rank was known, from the 
information of the ambaffadors and 
other people of condition who were feen 
faluting her at a diltance, that fame 
evening a thouland bumpers were fwal- 
lowed in honour of the Countefs De 
Melville. The fame of her beauty was 
immediately extended over this inunenl'e 
metropolis, and different fchemes were 
conceited for bringing her into life. 
Thele, however, (he refilled with un- 
wearied obftinacy. Her happinefs cen- 
tered in Renaldo, and the cultivation of 
a few friends within the ftiade of do- 
merlick quiet: fhe did not even fprgetthe 
concerns of the wretched Fathom and 
his faithful Elinor, who daily enjoyed 
trefh inflances of her humanity and 
care ; when his fever forfook him, he 
was fupplied with nouriiliing food for 
the recovery of his health; and foon as 
he found himielf in a condition to tra- 
vel, he gave notice to his benefactor, 
who defiled Jofhua to fettle with him 
the manner in which he was to receive 
his allowance, and to pay the firft half 
year's falary per advance. 

This affair being adjufted, and the 
place of his retreat fignified, the Jew 
told Elinor, that fhe might wait upon 
the countefs before their departure ; and 
fhe did not fail to make ufe of this per- 
miffion. After they had made the ne- 
ceffary preparations for their journey, 

and 
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taken places in the York It 
i, Mrs. Fathom, cloathing berleli 
in decent apparel, went t i the Etoufe of 
Count Melville, and war immediately 
admitted to the | flnaj 

who received her with her ufual 
cency, enri hed her with falntary .i.l- 
vice, comforted her with hope 
things, provided her conduct arid that 
or her nufband fhould henceforth be 
found irreproachable, and willing her 
peace ami happinefs, prefented her with 
a box of linen, and twenty guineas in a 
purle. Such exceflive goodnefs over- 
bred tliis fenfible young womui to 
fuch a decree, that (be flood before her 
in fpeechlefs awe and veneration ; and 
the counted, in order to relieve her from 
the confufion under which the fufrered, 
quitted the room, leaving her to the 
of her woman, it was riot Ion 
ever, before her gratitude broke out in 
loud exclamations and a violent paflion 
of tears, which all her efforts could not 
for a good while overcome. By this 
time the coach was bi ought up to the 
gate, for the reception of Serafina, who 
an airing; every day at the fame 
I . ; when Renaldo, leading her to the 
vehicle, beheld a man plainly Krened 
ftand. iin the court, with his head 

and body bent towards the earth, k> 
that his countenance could not be per- 
ceived. 

Melville, who fuppofed him to be 
fome unfortunate man come to implore 
bis chaiity, turned towards him, and 
alked, with a humane accent, if he 
wanted to (peak with any pcrfon in the? 
houie. To this interrogation the Hun- 
ger replied, without lifting up his head, 

* Overwhelmed as I am with Count 

* Melville's generolity, together with a 
' confeioufnefs of my own unwo 

4 nefs, it ill becomes a wretch like me 

* to importune him for farther favoui ; 
' yet I could not bear the thought of 

* withdrawing (perhaps for ever) fiom 

* the prefenceof my benefactor, v it bout 

iciting his permiflion to fee his face 

* in meicy, to acknowledge my atro- 
4 eious crimes, to hear my paidon con- 
' firmed by his voice, and that of his 
' accomplimed countefs, whom I dare 
' not even at a di fiance behold ; and to 
' exprefs my fervent wifli foi their pro- 
' fperity.' 

Melville, whofe heart was but too 
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tender, could not hear this addrefs with- 
out emotion : he recognized the com- 
pah ton of his infancy and youth; he re- 
membered the happy fcenes he had en- 
joyed with Fathom, whole voice had al- 

fuch an effect upon his ear, as to 
excite the ideas of friendihip and efteem j 
and he was disturbed by this unexpected 
meeting, which alio difcompofed the 

/lis Serafina. Renaldo having 
paufed a little, « It is with pain,' laid 
I recollect any thing to the preju- 
c dice of Fathom, whole future beb .vi- 
' vioifr will, I hope, eraze the memory 
' of his offences, and jullify what other 
' fteps I may take in his favour. Mean- 

* v title, I heartily forgive what is pall j 

• and, in token of my fmcerity, prefent 
' my hand.' Which our adventurer bath- 

ith his tears. The counteti, whole 
mind was unifon with her hufband, re- 
pe ted her a ffu ranees of pardon and pro- 
tection ; at which the penitent rejoiced 
in filence, while he railed his head and 
took a p new of thofe charms 

which had formerly enfaved his heart. 

Having thus obeyed the dictates of 
uty and inclination, he next morn- 
ing embarked in the ftage-coach, with 
his faithful Elinor, and in fix day ar- 
rived at the place of his retreat, which 
he found extremely well-adapted to the 
circumilances of his mind and fortune : 
for all his vice and ambition were now 
quite mortified within him,and his whole 
attention engrofTed in atoning for his for- 
mer crimes, by a fober and penitent life, 
by which alone he could delerve the un- 
common generolity of his patrons. 

While he thus accommodated himftlf 
to his new fyitem, Renaldo received let- 
ters of congratulation from his filter j 
who, with the major, had come to Bruf- 
ills, in order to meet her brother and 
Serafina, according to his propofal. 
This intimation being communicated to 
Don Diego, he refolved to accompany 
them to Flanders, in his way to Spain. 
Preparations were made for their depar- 
. the clergyman and phyfician were 
honoured with valuable marks of hiend- 
(hip and efteem from the countefs, Re- 
naldo, and the Caftib tn, who was con- 
voyed to Deal by Madam Clement, to 
whom, at parting, Don Diego prefented 
a diamond ling, as a pltdgeol bis invio- 
lable lo\ - 

Here the travellers hired a veil'cl for 
T f OlL-ii !, 
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Oltend, which they reached in a few carefled with equal tendernefs and joy. 

hours; in two days more they arrived In a word, all parties were as happy as 

at BrulTels, where Mrs. Farrel and her good fortune could make them ; and 

hufbaiul were (truck, with admiration at Don Diego fet out for Spain, after they 

the furprizing beauty and accomplifh- had agreed to refide in the Low Coun- 

ment of their lifter-in-law, whom they tries till his return. 
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